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PREFACE 


At a meeting of the South Renfrew Farmers' Institute on the 
eve of the birth of the twentieth century, Mr. A. A. Wright, who 
had then been for thirty years one of the town's most active and 
public-spirited citizens. and who was destined within a year to 
be the Riding's representative in the Parliament of Canada. sug- 
gested the commencement of an historical record of Renfrew. 
with a yearly synopsis of the chief events in its affairs. The sug- 
gestion took root in the mind of the writer. at that time the pub- 
lisher of The Renfrew Mercury; and in the first issue of that 
paper in 1900 appeared a synopsis of the events of 1899 and 
also the announcement that the editor had in view the prepara- 
tion of a history of Renfrew in its early days; and had asked for 
the assistance of Mr. Henry Airth. Sr., in its compilation. 
The work of collecting historical data was diligently pursued 
during the year. and in The Mercury of October 26th there was 
further announcement that the historical record would be begun 
in that paper's columns early in 1901, and that the editor was 
having the help of Messrs. Henry and David Airth. Robert Mc- 
Laren. John Smith. W. N. Faichney. Joseph Gravelle. Mrs. Eady. 
Sr.. and other of the older residents. 
The first instalment of the promised Story appeared in the 
issue of The Mercury of February 8. 1901. with- this introduc- 
tory note: 
"In this story of the early settlement and growth of Renfrew, it 
has as a matter of course been found difficult to fix actual dates for 
some of the events long past. Indeed it has been a matter of surprise 
to the writer to find how accurate is the memory of the Messrs. Airth 
-from whom most of the story of the earliest days has been ob- 
tained-and how well they have been able to trace back events and 
locate them with considerable exactness from concurrent happenings. 
A chief concern with them has been to get everything of moment as 
correct as possible, a commendable feature in historians; and if it so 
be that any reader finds inaccuracy in date or happening which can 
be proven, both the historians and the writer will be glad to have the 
matter brought to their attention, that due correction may be made." 
The Story was continued in The Mercury by instalmen ts for 
a couple of years. Then, as the writer became absorbed in muni- 
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cipal duties-having been elected Mayor of Renfrew for the 
year 1901, and re-elected by acclamation in 1902 and 1903- 
he had to relinquish. for the time being at least, the gathering and 
transcribing of the Story. A few years later he invited Rev. Dr. 
Campbell. who had retired from the active ministry after a resi- 
dence in Renfrew of nearly forty years. to take up the duty of 
historian, and the chapters from his pen will be found to be 
charmingly told, with a kindly picturing of the old-timers he had 
so intimately known. 
Upon the death of Dr. Campbell-on Christmas day of 1907 
-the original historian again took up the work of the Story, and 
continued it for a time in the pages of The Mercury; until once 
more caught in the time-exacting swirl of municipal politics. 
Now. in 1919. having retired from business, with leisure to 
again delve into history, the continuation of the Story is contem- 
plated. but it has been decided to issue at once in book form so 
much of the work as has hitherto appeared. That this would 
some time be done had been the intention from the beginning; 
and each week when the type of the Story was taken from the 
newspaper columns it was umade up" into the form of book 
pages. and 200 sheets printed in that style. 
Both in its literary and typographical form. the writer is well 
aware that this volume exhibits many imperfections, for which 
the haste of newspaper work must be held responsible. The por- 
tion written by Dr. Campbell excepted, the Story is not the 
product of the pen of a leisurely historian; but rather the com- 
pilation of a driven newspaper writer who. then in the prime of 
life, had many other duties to distract his attention. Similarly in 
its mechanical preparation there is apparent in some respects the 
ephemeral character of the newspaper. rather than the "finish" 
of book-printing. Commenced in hand-set 
ype-each individual 
letter placed in position by the contact of the human finger,- 
the central portion was composed on the Thorne type-setting 
machine, which placed the individual types or letters in pr()per 
order by mechanism; while the concluding pages were printed 
from linotype slugs-all the letters cast in a line from a mold. a 
modern invention which has revolutionized the newspaper indus- 
try. one man operating the machine doing what five men were 
accustomed to do in the days of U hand composition." It is 
appropriate that note of this great invention should be made in 
a history of Renfrew; because one of the four or five men inter- 
ested in the development and marketing of the linotype. was 
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Andrew Devine, sCIOn of one of the pioneer Renfrew families, 
and who became known in the capital of the Unitéd States as 
one of the most proficient reporters for the Congressional Record. 
But. with all its imperfections, it is hoped the Story will be 
read with interest by many of the Renfrewites of later genera- 
tions; and will be found useful in after years through having pre- 
served touch with the pioneers and their works. 
It is the writer's purpose to continue the history, and in an- 
other volume to deal with the people who followed those whose 
record is herein given. and with the steady advance the town and 
district has made under the industry of the pioneers' successors. 
In this succeeding volume also there will have to be some looking 
backward. for this present Story does not touch upon the estab- 
lishment of the Church of England and Baptist congregations in 
Renfrew; carries along the story of the Roman Catholic congre- 
gation only to the beginning of the priesthood of Rev. Father 
Rougier; does not record the founding and development of the 
Separate School and Convent, nor the early history of some of 
the influential fraternal societies. These omissions will be made 
good in Volume II. 


W. E. SMALLFIELD. 


Renfrew. October, 1919. 
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NOTES RESPECTING CERTAIN LOCATIONS 
MENTIONED IN THE STORY 


Written in the first place as a newspaper article, there are many 
references in the Story to places as occupied by so-and-so at the time of 
writing in 1901 to 1908 that may not be well understood by,the people 
of Renfrew in 1919, when this book is issued. For instance, on page 1 
the residence of Allan Francis is referred to. That fine residence at the 
north side of the town is in 1919 owned and occupied by F. D. Vickers. 
McVeigh's blacksmith shop, referred to on pages 2 and 10, was neaT the 
foot of Main Street, and in 1919 is occupied by Mason & Donohue. John 
Smith's garden, also referred to on page 2, is 
t the head of Main Street, 
directly opposite the Dominion House; having gone through several own- 
erships since 1901. "Down towards the convent" was written on page 2. 
The convent then was east of Main Street, where in 1919 stands the 
residence of J. L. Murray, at the corner of Barr and Quarry Streets. 
The convent in 1919 is on the west side of the town, on Bonnechere Street, 
opposite the Collegiate Institute. "P. Dougall's present property," re- 
ferred to on pages 3 and 11, has practically disappeared in 1919; the car- 
riage shop, now gone, having been located on the east side of Main Street, 
nearly opposite to Patrick Street; the Dougall residence near by being 
owned in 1919 by A. E. Spooner. "The residences of S. McDougall and J. 
Harris," also referred to on page 3, are in 1919 owned by C. A. Dewey 
and J. Church, between Renfrew Street and the C.P.R. station. "Bren- 
nan's store," mentioned on pages 10 and 12, has also passed into other 
hands. For some years it was owned by G. A. Ellis and in 1919 is owned 
by the Renfrew Produce Co., managed by J. J. Tierney. "David Airth's 
stone house," also referred to on pages 10 and 17, is in 1919 owned by 
Robt. Steele, and, instead of standing alone in farm fields, is part of a 
group of houses known as the Barnet sub-division, a development of war- 
time industries in Renfrew. "Where Mr. Adam Lindsay did business in," 
mentioned on page 11, in 1919 is occupied by the Renfrew Journal. "The 
Roberts planing mill" written of in 1901 is the property of the Renfrew 
Manufacturing Co. in 1919, and stands across the road from Thos. A. 
Low's office building at the foot of Main Street. "The rough-cast house" 
owned by Wm. Hastings in 1901, mentioned on page 19, had been 
brick-encased by 1919, and stands near the south end of the Creek bridge. 
"S. Moffatt's residence," on page 19, is in 1919 occupied by Geo. 
Thacker (on Opeongo Street); Mr. Moffatt having some years ago re- 
moved to the lower end of Argyle Street. "The G. W. McDonald resi- 
dence," to which there is reference on page 78, stood at the corner of 
Albert and Elgin streets, and in 1919 is occupied by J. McN. Austin. 
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THE STORY OF RENFREW 


Three Pioneer Settlers From Whom Many of the Facts of the 
Early Portion of the Story of Renfrew Were Obtained 
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FRANCIS XAVIER PLAUNT 
One of Renfrew's first Landowners. 
A Wise Town-Builder, who gave 
free the sites for most of the 
town's original school and church 
buildings and its first railway 
station yards. 
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DA VID BARR, Sl{. 
One of the Pioneer Settlers. whost' 
Family Homestead Farm just to 
the South of Renfrew still remains 
in the Barr family. 
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SEUGEANT HENRY AIRTH 
The First 
\ctual Settled Farmer in 
what afterwards became the Town 
of Renfrew. 
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JAMES O'CO
NOR 
Who came to Renfrew in 18-14, and 
who was respected and prosper- 
ous. 
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FRA
CIS FRENCH 
The Kindly Patriarch of the French 
family long connect"d with the 
history of Renfrew. 
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WILLIAM LOGAN 
The Pioneer Woollen Manufacturer 
of Renfrew. Founder of Renfrew's 
first Brass Band. 
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SINON O'GORMAN 
One of the Early Settlers of Ren- 
frew and the First Man to Vote 
when Renfrew became an organ- 
ized Village in 1858. 
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FELIX DEVINE 
A Sagacious Pioneer in Municipal 
and Educational Affairs in Ren- 
frew County. 
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THE FIRST VILLAGE COUNCIL 
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JOHN SMITH, Reeve 
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WILLIAl\1 DICKSO
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THE EARLY TOWN CLERKS 
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GEORGE ROS
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HENRY BELLERBY 
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ROBERT DRYSDALE 
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WILLIAM MACKAY 
Postmaster from 1864 to 1901, suc- 
ceeding George Ross 
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JOHN McANDREW 
Pioneer and Successful Merchant 
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RENFREW'S FIRST SCHOOL BOARD 
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SAMUEL FRANCIS 


JOSEPH GRAVEr LE 


Dr. Evans and R. C. Mills were also members of the first Board cf 
Education when Renfrew was organized as a village in 1858. 
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ALEX. JAMIESON 
The Trusted, Jovial Citizen of the 
1850-1870 Period. 
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DO
 ALD STEWART 
For a long- time Principal of Ren- 
frew Public School. 
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MARTIN L. RUSSELL 
Pioneer Lumberman and Developer 
of Renfrew Industries. 
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DR. JOHN McNAB 
.A :\Ian of Deep Sympathies, to 
whom in Goshen Cemetery is 
erected the first Public }Ionument 
in R('nfrew County. 
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JOSEPH MA YHEW 
One of the first permanent Settlers; 
father of the first white child 
horn in Renfrew. 
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J, A. JAMIESON 
The FoundC'r of Well-known Lime 
and Stone Industries. 
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IRA MAYHEW 
The First White Child Born in 
Renfrew. 
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JOH
 McI
XES 
Pianel'r Tanner and Son of 
Temperance. 
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THE HEADS OF RENFREW IN THE FIRST FIFTY 
YEARS OF ITS MUNICIPAL ORGANIZATION 
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The above block of illustrations was published in the Jubilee Mercury 
(of July 31, 1908), and hence covers a somewhat longer period of munici- 
pal development than is treated in the letterpress of this volume. Two 
photos are missing-those of John Munro, Jr., Reeve in 1861, and of 
Felix Devine, Reeve in 1866. By error the engravers had placed some- 
one else's portrait than Mr. Devine's as the fourth in the top row. Mr. 
Devine's portrait will be found elsewhere in this book. 
Top Row-John Smith, James Airth, J. L. McDougall. 
Second Row-W. Halpenny, Jas. Ward, W. N. Faichney, Dr. O'Brien. 
Third Row-P. S. Stewart, Thos. Henderson, Edward Mackay (Dep- 
uty Reeve), James Craig. 
Fourth Row-J ames Clark, Allan C. Mackay, H. N. Moss, W. E. 
Smallfield. 
Fifth Row-F. M. Devine, Wm. Mills, John Mackay. 



Pioneers of the 1840-1860 Period 


- .
....... -' .". 


-'III , 
-r" 


t. 
. 


JAS. WARD 


JAS. CARSWELL 


iF, Ii 


A 


. 


,\ 


I 
/ 


\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 



,... 
· '7, 


., 


.
 


\ 
\ 


,'t. 
 


! \ 


",b. 
-,.1 
.
 ,"r, 
.. J.
. 
; 


to 
\ ... 


HE
RY STEYE
SO
 


THOS. B. MUIR 



 "' 


.. 


','

 


f 
.n 
. 
 


L: 


'tIv'

 " 
,
>,;J 



 


JOSHUA l\1l.:'RPHY 


JAS. H. 'VALFORD 


. 



THE STORY OF RENFREW 


Men Whose Own Activities Were in the Period of 1850-1900 
But Who Represent Pioneer Families 
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THO:\IAS :\"EW 


A:\'DREW FROOD 



Men Whose Own Activities Were In Later Days 
But Who Represent Pioneer Families 
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ROBERT l\IcI
TYRE, :\I.P. 
Pioneer )Ierchant in Renfrew (in 184-4) and JI.P. in the 
1860 Period. 



 / !iif.

:.. 


. 


.:;: \ 
':


 
 
.,..f.:.:
:{%4/ 
, 
;ii:

"
.
t> 


--- 
 ' . 
f .. 


\ l 
/ 
II- ""\. "',: 
.. ',.. 
.' :,;
":;' ,.' '. 
.'.'t.,.- .'
':>;.. '. \..." , .' , I 


.\LE
. FERGL'SO
 


AHRAHA \1 FRASER 




 


'fEE STOR Y OF RENFREW 


'\ 
'<;t 


. .- 


.J 

 



^. 
"! /y' 
, ,,'íJ 



. 



...": :
" 


" 


.", 


. '.
r
-' 


J; 
.. 
 


, .

\

-:; 





. t 


P. S. STE\\ ART 

Jember of a Pioneer FamiJy, Suc- 
cessful :\1erchant for Half a Cen- 
tur:y in Henfrew, and for Seven 
Years Ree\"e of the Village. 


A. A. WRIGHT 
For Fifty Years Active in the Busi- 
ness, Educational and Civic Affairs 
of Renfrew, ex-l\I.P., Postmaster. 
and who in 1899 Suggested the 
Writing of the History of Renfre\\. 
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ORAXGE ""RIGHT 

rember of a Pioneer Famih" but 
\\ hosl' own kindly activities '\\ ere 
in a later period. 
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THE FIRST SETTLERS. 



 HE first appearance of the white 
man on the river H.fterwH.rùs 
known as the BOrinecherp was 
pl'ohahly a,lIontthe ypar 1820. 
He came fol' lumher. Skirting a,long 
the shores of thp Ottawa 01' "Grand" 
river, he entered the mouth of a 
st,rea,m large enough to induce ex- 
ploration. An almost sunless pa,th of 
water was that along which he 
paddled; fOl' the evergr('ens for'med 
a densp wall alon
 the sides of the 
stream, and thp lofty deciduous trees 
-rpa,ching out, as they wiIl, to tlw 
open a,nd the lig-ht,-almost met, in a 
netWOl'k of folia
e hi
h a,hove the 
watpr. So, pven at the noon hOHI', the 
rays of the sun hardly ppnetrated to the 
water coursp helow. There wpre sump 
watel'Íalls 01' rapids around which he 
had to portage 01' cany his canue : hut 
on the wholp the sh'pam was so much 
quipter, so much lpss tumultuous than 
the neighhoring river, which flowed 
into the Ottawa ,",ome miles helow-the 
:\Iadawaska-that, in tim p , tl1P French 
Canadians, who Wel'P thp pioneers in 
the IUllJherin
 industry, gave to it thp 
nltme Bonnechere-or "good l'iver." 
As the lumhermen proceerled to work 
along :t river, to suit their own con- 
venience thpy made a clearing. a place 
for a shanty, and possihly a snmll gar- 
dpn or farm. By son1P it is said that 
Joseph Brunette was the fir'st of thp 


lumhering johhel's to make a. clear- 
a,nce on the rivpr at th;tt point which 
aftel'wards hp('allle Renfl'ew. \Vhile 
Brunette was to sOUle pxtent pntHled 
to he known as thp aclua.l pionpel' of 
Rpnfl'ew-Ilecause hp l'Plllained for' 
somp ypars, and died her'p-thel'e is 
little douht that lllt> first lUan to makp 
· a c1earancp was one Coyle, and that 
thp phu'p where he fellptl the t l'eps to 
make an opening for his f'hanty was 
in the rear of thp how,; a.ftPl'wal'ds 
erected hy John Lor'n l\IcDou
aIl, and 
in WOO owned hy 1\1rs E, l\Iaekay. 
Sompwhel'p in l'ear of that housp, hut 
on the wpst side of the 
ully which 
l'un
 net ween it and the l'esidpnce of 

lr Allan Fl'ancis, was Coyle's shanty 
erected. Hp l'emained for only a 
year or two, and tht'n went hack to 
"tht' fl'on t." A spason 01' so aftel'- 
wards, Pl'ohahly in IH2H or lR::U, Bru- 
nptte followed. He was spoÞ"en of as a 
Fl'ench-Canadia,n. hut though hp came 
from Lower Canada hp had somp 
Dutch in him. He was what was 
known in thosp days as a IUlUhpr 
squatter. Like Coyle, he had paddled 
up thp watprs of thp Bonnechere on 
lumhpl' joh"ing intent. But whilp he 
eontinued to gÏ\'e some attention to 
this hra,nch of industry, he set.tlpd 
down as a fal'mer. He lai(l claim to 
200 acres. Of this he cJpal'pd some 2;) 
or ßO acrps heforp his death in lSH2, 


. 
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when he was about 00 yea,rs of a,gt>. 
He wa,s tht- fil'st to he laid away in 
what is known as thp McLa,ren cemp- 
tery: a plot on the l\IcLar'en home-. 
stead fltTm, just to the south of thp 
town's limits. Ht> was a married mau, 
hut had no family. His wifp was a 
smart, hright mulatto; it was sa,id, 
had heen a "pla,y actress." Bl'unette 
huilt the first residence in Renfrew, 
tha,t is the first huilding that justified 
that titlp. It was a sided, dove-tailpd 
log house, evpry stick of of it red pine, 
and the shingles of white pine-- 
"shingles that wpre shingles," made 
hy ha,nd, a,nd laid only foul' inches to 
the weathel'. The honse stood on 
wha,t is now the west side of l\Ia,in 
Street, nearly opposite the i\IcDougall 
homestead. a,nd just a little further 
down-street tha,n where 1\11' .Me Veitzh's 
blacksmith shop is now located. The 
house a,fterwards hecame an hotel; 
managed at first by Peter CamPl'on; 
afterwards by onp Vondette; then hy 
John l\1um'o; and later still hy LaUl'- 
ence O'Reilly. This huilding was torn 
dowu some time in the seventip8. 
As will he gathered frum what has 
been said earlier, at the time Brunette 
made his cle
ra,nce, aU ahout him was 
wooded land, except the few a,cres 
that Coyle had cleared. On the east 
side of what is now JIain street, that 
is, fl'om the Dominion Honse down to- 
wëu'ds the Con\'ent and the river, the 
trees were pl'illcipally maple, elm, oak 
and 
)asswood. It was a clean hush. 
with vpry little underhl'llsh. Thp 
bllsswood treps avel'aged twO feet or 
more in diameter; thp elms. some- 
what less. Tht>ir average height 
would hp ahout. 65 feet. Thpre were 
a few finp tall green pine just a,hout. 
whel'e the Dominion House now 
stands, and in what now is l\1r John 
Smith's 
al'den there was a fine grove 
of pine and cedal'. Centre town then 
was what is known as an "ash 
swalp," it low wet spot of good land, 
timhpred hy ash and oak. \Vhel'e thp 
High School now stands ther'e WPJ'e 
halsalJls and spruce. The higgest oak 
in thp settlement was on t}JP J'is(> of 


gJ'oum] where the Separate S
hool now 
i
, It came down in a stm'm. On what 
is now 
n()wn as "Thomson's Hill," to 
the south of the town, up Ot>t ween the 
l'esidt>nct> of Ahram Fr'asel' and the 
Renfl'ew cemetel'Y. thel'p wa
 tlw fin- 
est hal'(lwood gl'ove in th... neighhor- 
hood: .beech, black birch and big 
ma,ples. Along the l'ivpr hank, the 
for'est was mostly e\'ergl'een,-red 
pine, ::;pruce aud cedar. 
Bl'unette was practically monarch 
of all this for a yeal' or two, with un- 
der his sway his wife and three hired 
helpers-Antoine Bt'auchamp, An- 
toine Descheau and OliveJ' BruyeJ'e 
(known to t.he aftercomers as Blair.) 
They divided their time hetween lum- 
ber johhing, clearing ahout their' 
house and 
I'owilJg a sma,ll patch of 
potatoes. 
About 182:> the fi['st survey of thp 
township was made, an employee of 
the GoveJ'nment, named Quinn, doing 
the work in the township, which if 
not then named Horton was so de- 
sif.{lmted very shortly afteJ'wards. It 
is supposed (accOl'ding to Gal'diner) to 
have been so n;uupd after R. J. \Vll- 
mot Horton, an En
lish l\I.P. who 
was acf,Ï\'e in promoting emigration 
to Canada about that time. 
Ahout this same timp, (18
;)) the 
Scotch Line section of Lanark 
county (éither Bitthurst or Elmslpy) 
g'iwe Renfrew its next settler. 
This was Thomas McLean. He 
was a stone mason hy trade: 
hut what is more to thp point, 
so faJ' as Rpnfl't>w'S history is cotH'Pl'n- 
ed, is that hp had a In'otheJ' who Was It 
doctor, and this IIrothpr had sen'ed in 
a professional cltpacity in the British 
army and had J'pceived grants of );wcl 
in return for thesp services in the he- 
half of his conntr'y. Part of this 
grant was 400 acres in what was after- 
wards to hecorne the town of Ren- 
frew. In Ol'der to hold it, the doetOJ' 
had to havp settlpment made upon it: 
and so it carne .thout th.tt he g:tve it. 
to his hrothel' Thomas-whether as a 
gift outright or in rt>turn for somp 
consider;-ltion is not no\\' known. Orw 
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block of 200 acres ext,ended from the 
town linp of Ad maston to the second 
line (01' )Iain stl'eet) of HOl"ton: and 
the other frolIl that to the third line. 
In thp othei" dÍl'eetion, the hlocks ran 
from the Dominion Howsp corner 
down to tllP f'nd of Patrick street.. ()[' 
to the end uf Jh P. Dougall's pres(>nt 
property. )lc Lean at once proceprled 
to have the land clpared; Jliving thp 
contract fOl' the chopping down of 
some fifteen acres of hush on the west 
side of tl1P second line to John Came- 
ron, who came along from Glpngal'I'Y 
sho:'tly aftel' l\IlLpan himself; and a 
contract of a hout the same size on thp 
east side of Main street he gave to 
John Hall, who was one of three sail- 
ors {th(. others heing John Bl'ill and 
John Dillp), who had come to this 
country on a man-of-war, anrl had 
dI'ifted up the Ottawa on shantying 
WOI"k. Hall huilt a littlp shanty for' 
himself, whilp he was at this work, 
down near the small gulley-way that 
l'uns acros
 the town near thp C.P.R. 
station, thp 1milding heing prectpd 
somewhel"P in the plot between where 
the residences of S. l\IcDougall and J. 
Harris now stand. 1\lc Lean propospd 
to settle here in good faith, and to 
hring his family with him. So he 
built a house in the rear of where :\11' 

. Dean's storE' now stands. It was 
counted a .. snug little shanty" in 
those days. Uf cOlll'se it was fOl'mE'd 
of logs, hut was lal'gp: in fact, was 
practically a dou hIe house. And as he 
was a mason himself. he had the 
.. know-how" to make it comfortahle 
in many ways. Hp huilt his hal'n a 
littlp to the east, nparpr Main street 
(ahout WhE'I'P :\Ir A. GI'avelle's Main 
street property now is situated.) This 
harn was afterwards occu pied for a 
time hy Messrs Archibald Thompson 
and 'V. N. Faichney as a hlacksmith 
shop: sometime in the Forties. McLean 
put in one crop. It was fall wheat, 
and it ru,>ted so hadly that he simply 
used it for thatching his h;trn. Per- 
haps it was partly this faihu'e, hut 
more likely it was the fact that he 
had a family of young children about 


him and saw little opportunity for 
having them f'ducated if 11P l'enHtined 
in this vicinity, that led him to con- 
template ret.urning to the Perth 5ec- 
tion. Fortune favored him in his de- 
sire for thp change. McNah town- 
ship had hef'n settlerl a short time PI'E'- 
viollsly to his coming to Renfl'ew, 
and the old Chief l\IcNah was in the 
hahit of going down to Montreal to 
sepk to induce thp newly anivpd 
Scotch emigrants to come this way. 
One time hf' secured some ten familips. 
Among these was that of Sergeant 
He1ll'y Ah,th, who had hpen for four- 
teen ypars in the Ordnance Depart- 
ment of the Royal Horse AI'tillery at 
Rutherglen, near Glasgow, and who 
had comp to Canada with his wife and 
spven chilrlren, to seek a home in 
which his young people might have 
more chance for prosperity than in 
the congestpd old land. The Chief 
secured his favorahlf' attention, and 
he came along to 
lcNab township; 
taking up a farm in t.hat section 
which is now known as Goshen. But 
there was fl'iction hetwPPll thp old 
Chief and thp settlers, and mattprs 
did not go as smoothly in the district 
as Sergt. Airth desired. So he was 
led to think of change. He had he- 
come acquainted with Thomas )Ic- 
Lean through J as. Roffey, an old 
dl'ullllllPr in the British aI"my, who 
had come to Canada fI'om Jamaica 
and had recehed his dischaI'ge at Que- 
hec. In one of tilt:' Sergpant's neigh- 
horly visits to McLean, it hecame a 
ma,tter of conversation that the lattel' 
wished to go back to Pel'th ; and as 
.Mr Airth also desired to leave that 
part of l\1cNah where he had been lo- 
cated for fifteen mouths, in due course 
an arrangement was marle hy which 
the Sergeant was to havp poss('ssion 
of two hundred acres of .McLean's 
property at a rental of -B2-t- a year. At 
the same tinlt:', l\IcLean rented the 
other 200 acres to Jospph l\Iayhew, 
who had also come into the district by 
this time-fl'om Chateaugl1ay-on 
lumhering intent; but who, two or 
t hrpe years after his al'rÍ\yal.. thought 
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he saw an opportunity to settle down 
to better pm'pose: meantime havin
 
IlHu'l'ied Miss Charlotte Hanniwel1. of 

epean. He rented his portion of the 
farm for æ20 n year; the diffe:'ence in 
the amount paid hy him and by Sergt. 
4.irth heiug duf' to the fact that the 
latter had a hetter house, and in it a 
stove and a chest of drawers. and out 
of it a few head of cattle extl'a; the 
cattle heing included in the rental 
price. Sergt. Airth movc>d up from 
his McNah property in the winter, 
some time in .Tëtnuary. 1829; nnd 
hrought along his wife and seven 
chiMren - A
nes, afterwards 
1I'8 
David Barr, sr.; Elizaheth, afterwards 
1\11'6 Angus McInnes; Hem'y, David 
aud Rohert (the two lattpr twins); 
Marion, afterwards l\1rs \Vm. Jamie- 
son; and Oatherine, afterwar.ds Mr8 
Alex. Jamieson. 'Vi11iam. James and 
.Mary (afterwards :Mrs Rohert Mc- 


. 


Laren) were horn in this country: the 
two hoys on thp l\lcLean propel'ty; 

Irs .McL
tren on the Ah"th homestead, 
to tlw east of the town. 
l\1r Mayhew came to his farm in 
March, 182C-J, hrin
ing his wift' and 
his son Joseph. Thpy took np resi- 
dence in the huilding which had hpl'n 
ereeted hy John Hal1. previously 
spoken of, in tlw 'cpntl'e of the land. 
down near where the C.P.R. stntion 
now is. 
Thp Airth portion of the McLean 
farm ran aCI'OSS fl'om the 1st Concps- 
sion to the 3rd, alllI fl'om Llw Domin- 
ion House cornel' down to nearly the 
Post Office cornel'. Mr l\1ayhew's 
farm also ran from the 1st to thf' 31"d 
Concession. and fl'om t1w Post Office 
down to Pat.rick street 01' t.o the f'nd 
of L\1r P. Dougal1's property. Brun- 
ettf' held from that point down neal.ly 
to the rivpr' hank. 



HOW THE PEOPLE FARED IN [830. 


So it was that in t.he yt>ar 1830, 
wlmt is now the town of Renfl'ew 
had three property-owners-J oseph 
Brum..tte, J os. Mayhew, and Henry 
AÏI,th. And a census would have 
shown a. population of 21; compose!l 
of Joseph Bl'unette and his wife and 
two helpers; Jospph Mayhew and 
his wifp and two children (fOl' his 
family hill) heen incrpased hy a son, 
named Ira, who was the fh'st white 
child horn in Henfl'ew, and still lives : 
a I'esident uf ì\Ianitoha) and two helpprs 
01' "h iI'ed lIlen;" and Sergt. Ht'ru'y 
Airth Mild his wife and eight chilih'en 
-(fOl' his family circlp, tuo, had hepn 
increaspd hy another son, \Villiam, 
the second white child horn in Ren- 
fl'pw, and deceased in 189í)-and 1\Ir 
Roffey, who worked with him. 
The crop put in that year hy the 
Airth fa,mily was a few aCl'es of spring 
whpat, a little oats, tPIl 01' eleven 
acres of Indian corn, and SOI1lP pota- 
toes. The crop was put in with hoes. 
Dlt\'id droppetl the fh'st potatoes- 
they were of the" Cup" ".;triety-on 
lht' plot which had heen clearpù near 
thp COI'nPI' of )Iitill and Opt>ongo 
streets, where the \Yl'ight hlock now 
stands. The peas aii'd cOl'n were drop- 
ped on the soil which covpreù the 
rocks that of late yeal's have heen so 
l'apidly eaten up hy the Jamieson 
lime-kilns, in rear of the Roman Cath- 
,)lic unci Pl'eshyteriau churches. At 
that time, the rock surface outcropped 
at only a few points; and over most 
of it there wpre tpn or twel vp inches 
of fine soil. The exposure of thp soil 
to the sun thl'ough thp felling- of the 
trf'es, the cultivation of the thin strata 
of p;trth, and the washing of some of 


it into thf' fissures of the rock, in thf' 
course of a few yeal's cleared the soil 
completely off the face of thp rocks 
and left them in that hare condition 
in which they have appeared for so 
many years since, that many havp 
hpt>n scept.ical when told that crops at 
one time gl'ew on that forhidding- 
looking hill. 
Thp mal'ket of tilt> three fal'mers 
was of COLU'se limited. The only pur- 
chasl'rs of the produce gl.own, were 
the lumher johhers. FOI' the fil'st fpw 
years, any huying thp families did 
was at Perth, to which town the llJen 
had to tI'udge on foot; carrying- their 
loads on their' hacks. Their' milling- 
husiness fOl' the first year was done at 
Ppndel'g-I'ast's on the Quehec side of 
thp rivel', nearly opposite the month 
of the Bon rwchPI'p. Thp grain was 
loadpd into canops at Clear Point. 
which evpn then was cIearpd of trpes, 
and from thel't:' was p1tdtlled down the 
Bonnechet'e, portagt>d :U'ound the 
First Chute, out into the Ottawa and 
across the Chats (pl'onouncpd "Shaw") 
L:tke to the mill on thp other sidp. 
The miller was paid hy toll: one- 
twplfth heing his shiLl'p. 
Not over luxuriously òid these pio- 
neers live. The first season or two, 
" totties" (potatoes) wel'e their prin- 
cipal item of diet. An occasional ùeer', 
or a I'tring of finp slickers 01' black 
hass from HUI'ds' Lake, provided 
them with" meat" for the fil'st year 
01' two. Aftel' that, onp yoke of stpers 
\Vas killpd; and soon aftpr that, again. 
she('p and hogs were importpd. )Iess 
Pork was sometimes purchased from 
the shantymen as they passed along. 
Deal' meat it was, too. Often, 20c. a 
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lh. TI1P liquids that so many at the 
present time seem to find necessary as 
a part of their daily sustenance-tea 
and coffee-these pionpers had to do 
without. It is true that in the Airth 
family they did from tiUlP to time seek 
to 
pt a pound 01' two of t,he real 
Hyson or Twankqua tea: hut this 
was sacr'edly reser\"ed for the old 
grandmother, who had been accustom- 
ed to it in the old land. $1.50 a pound 
they paid for it, when they did get it. 
But though the piOlwprs dpnied them- 
selves of the imported luxuries, they 
endeavored to proviòe themselves 
with suhstitntps. Tea they made>, of 
a kind, through steeping maiden-hair 
or Lahrador ferns in boiling watpr; 
01' mint, sometime>s; 01' summer 
savory; and occasionally, hemlock 
bou
hs, though this decoction was 
usually used as a medicine. Another 
medicated tea was made at times from 
the" crock Ips " of the maple-a skin- 
like suhstance, somewhat resemhling 
mos,>. whieh exnl!ps from the maple, 
and lm-: a consider'able amount of 
nutI'Ïtion in it. Of these, the Lahra- 
dol' fern made the tpa that tasted the 
hest. Someti mes a few pounds of re- 
fined sugar were brought in from the 
ft'ont as a luxUl'Y; but the staple 
sweetening was the sugar made from 
the maple treps. Loaf sugar cost 
UH-'111 2:5c. a peJl1l1d. 
'Vhile the town of the futlll'e has 
thus slowly 
l'OWIl to a population of 
twenty-orw by the ypar HmO, and with 
the addition of one 01' two HJore hahies, 
rpmained as it was until ]H
H- 01' 1HH5; 
the countl'y around it hitd been gl'ad- 
l}ally fillinf.{ up. [t has hepn mpntion- 
ed that thp old Chief McNab had, '011 
onp of his tr'ips to l\Iontrpal, induced 
ten familips uf newly al'rived immi- 
gl'ants to come up to the settlenwnt 
he had organized in McNah township. 
Besides 
ergt. Ah,t.h's family there 
wpre in this gl'oup, John .Mdnnes, 
Alex. Stewart (haclwIOl'), Jas. 'Vilson, 
Anch'ew Hamilton, sr'., Andl'ew Ham- 
ilton, jr'., Daniel 
lclntYl'e (aftel'\val'ds 
known as Flat Rapids Dilll). thp 


Browns, a Perston (who returned 
home to the old land), and one Ander- 
son, who did not long remain in the 
neighborhood. l\Io
t of thesf' settled 
to the south-past of whprt. Renfrew 
1l0W is and somp fifteen or twenty 
miles away. Somewhat nearer the 
futUl'e town-or about what has since 
been variously known as McGregor's 
Corners, or Goshen or Carswell P.O., 
-where Sergt. Ah,th had first settled, 
he had three families for neighbors- 
those of Peter l\Icl\Iillan, John l\IcDer- 
mid. and Duncan Campbell, all from 
Pertbshire of thp old land. But the 
land immediately surronnding the 
futul'e to\vn, even that to the south, 
had not heen taken up. A good many 
Scotch peoplp who had conlt> out to 
Canada e;trly in the '2Us had settled 
in Lanal'k, Bathurst I\nd Ramsay 
townships in the Bathurst District; 
county linps not then heing laid. 
And they had heen disappointed. 
The land was poorer than they had 
expectpd. Dissatisfipd, they wer'e led 
to push on fol' ,something better. 
Among thosp who had not fonnd ail 
he haa expe("ted was Robert Forrest, 
who had come out from Lanarkshire 
and settled in thp Lanark township of 
the new country in 1821. He deter- 
mi ned to look for a location of more 
pl'omif'e, and pptitionerl the Govel'n- 
ment to the f.>ffect that thp htnd he 
was on was so poor that. he could not 
makp on it a decent living, and asked 
the pl'i\'ilege of heing allowed to lo- 
cate on an equal aCl'eage in thp new 
township of HOl.ton, whPl'e it was 
told to him that the land, was hetter 
adapted to fanning. His petition was 
granted. In 1827 he eamp on to the 
Bonnechere, and ca]]ed on Sprgt. 
Airth for advice. Together they 
looked over the property 011 the Se- 
cond Line which afterwal'ds became 
the FOl'rest homp!'tpad. Mr Forrest 
himself took up 100 .-tCl'PS wheI'P l\Ir 
Samuel Forl'Pbt now Jives, and his two 
SOilS. \ViIlinrn and Rohel't.. also took 
up ]00 itf'l'eS pH-eh (hping the pl'opt'r o - 
tie.. now occupied hy Joseph Knight 
and John Stewai-t. 
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Next ypar, 1828, Thomas Costpllo 
appeared on the scene. Uri
inal1y 
Í1'om h'pland, hp had, after It ShOl't 
stay in QueheC', spttled in Perth; hut 
in a ypur 01' two came fUl't her into 
the woorls, prospecting. He settled 
on the land ever since fal'mpd hy him- 
self and his descenùants onthe lth 
line. 
In 1880, Bruyerp (01' BlaÏ1') who had 
been i wOl'king for Bl'unette, located 
on, the land to the south-weht of the 
town, wh('re l\h Robprt Carswell's 
farm now is. He made a. clea,rance, 
huilt his sha,nty, and ,In'ought his fam- 
ily from L'Assomption two or three 
years aftel'wards. 
The next settler was James Stew- 
art, who came from Sterlingshire dir- 
ect to this section. He picked out 
100 acres on the 1st Concession, where 
the John l\IcJ
ae mill was at one time, 
and where the John Farquharson 
f:u'lll now is. He was the father of 
Alexander and John, (of Hen.ton), 
Donaltl (of Renfl:ew), Ro
,prt (of Brom- 
ley). James (of Pemln'oke), a,nd of l\Irs 
Reirl, of ,Gl'attan ; of 
Irs \Vard and 
l\Irs Eady (of RenÍl'ew), and of 
l\1rs McVean (of Pemhroke.) \Vhen 
Mr and l\Irs Stewal't arrived in 
Rp,nfl'ew only two of the family had 
Iwen 'horll, Alex. ami J ohu. The 
rest were Canadian horn. The family 
s)ept theil first night in Renfrew in 
t.he Ail.th home. Thi
 was ahout the 
Y"Hr 18.10. 
Peter .McGregor cHine ahout the 

alUP timf'. He wa
 from Beckwith 
or Dl'U III III 01 ul , and settled on the 5th 
I ine. His was It 100 acre farm, also; 
and his gl'an,l-chihh'en iue still on it, 
allli h;tve adllerl to thp aCI'e
. 


John FOl'l'Pst, sr.. was the next im- 
mi
rant. He was a younger hrothel' 
of Rohert, and camp direct from the 
old land to l\IcN ah. on the veI'ge of 
the Horton town linp. He picked on 
the land where l\Ir David Blane now 
is. He had two unmarried sons, 'SfI,m- 
uel and Andrew. 
Ahout the same Limp came John 
.:\IcIntyre. He took up the land 
known afterwards for a, gl'pat many 
ye:trs as " Allan l\1cNab'8." l\IcIntyrp 
had madp It clparance and built a 
shanty. But he dipd very soon after 
from quinsy, and for a year or two 
t11P pJ.'operty was vacant. 
Peter l\IcIntYl'e, a hrother, came on 
the same vessel to Canada, a,nd took 
up the farm now known as the Mc- 
Laren hompstead, now occupied hy 
Ml' John B. McLaren, a milp south of 
the town. 
In the sa,me vessel there came an- 
other family of McIntyres, from 
pprthshire-Gre
or, Duncan and John 
and sevpral sislprs, as well as their 
Illothpr, thp father havin
 died in the 
old land. They were not relatives of 
John and Petpr. hut wpre friends and 
had heen neighhors in the old land. 
They first went to Beckwith, where 
thpy had Hcquaintances; hut rlid not 
carp fOl' that section of country, and 
camp on, following thp othpr l\IcIn- 
tyrps into Rpnfrew. Even here they 
were not thorou
hly satisfied; a,nd 
dptpl'minefl hpf01'P locating- permanpnt- 
ly to invpst.igatp \Vpstprn OntaI'io. 
John, of thp one family, and Gl'eg'Ol', 
of the other, startpd off on a pilgrim- 
age wpstw:tl'd, on foot, lIlakir.g thpir 
fm.ty milps a day. HowevPl', the 
west to thpm prpsentpd no grpatpr 
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attractions than the east, to which 
thpy returned. In thp meantinw, 
Duncan had locatpd on the farm 
which is still the property of his son 
Dum'an; and Gre
or went in with 
him in workinJo? it for some timp: a 
fpw years aftprwards purchasing tbp 
property which had hpen t.aken up 
hy Squirp Joshua Ritchie, and which 
is now farmed hy Mr' Gt'egor l\IcIntYl'e. 
Other spttlers of this time were thp 
l\1al'tins- 'Villiam, Alexander, John 
and Thomas. They had heen in Dal- 
housie, Lanar'k county; and first camp 
this way PI'osppctin
, and then camp 
to farm. But. they all had a good 
husiness trait, in their com position. 
They did morp than far'm. They did 
somp lumher-johbing. "Kppt stor'P. " 

Iade and sold pot ash. And prosper'- 
pd. 
All thpsp had pr'actically locatpd be- 
forp ]8H
. 
And now to go hack to thp town- 
or the town that was to "e-for a 
time. Brunettp, the origina.l settler', 
dipd in ]832. His widow and his hr'o- 
ther Antoine continuerl to wor'k the 
farm for;t year' 01' two; and thpn 
went ovel' to thp north side of the 
rÍ\'er, starting the farm which after- 
wilrds hecamp the Thom
s Npw home- 
stpad. Bl'unettp's homp, heing near 
t'tlP river, had heen uspd for' a stoppin
 
place; practically was the fir'st hotel. 
Antoine kept it tor' the same pUl'pOSP, 
anù when he and the widow moved 
over the rÏ\'er, it fell into thp hands 
of Pptpr' Cameron. who 1I11ttle it mOl'e 
disLinctively an hotel. He had the 
wpst side of thp pl'Operty. The east 
side, 01' the propert.y on the east side 
of the concession linp or' main stl'eet, 
was occupipd by Antoine Beauchamp, 
who had bpen with Bl'tmettp. 
Trouhle thpl'e was from timp to time 
OVPl' the title of thp land; onp Quinn, 
a sur'vpyor, hitving cbtimed it. 
In the fall of lR:JB, Sergt. Airth also 
made a mo\'p, He had rentpd the Mc- 
Lean propprty for' fi Ve year's; and al- 
though he remainpd on this fiu'lU in 
what is now the heart of the town 
for that lpng-th of time, hp had mNtn- 


time" located" on the 200 acres be- 
tween the 2nd and 31'd concessions, 
which is now the hompstead occupied 
by Mr Da.vid Airth, and whpre the 
Serg-t.. grp\V the first two crops whilp 
still living- on thp older farm. His 
compitnion and helppr, Roffpy, at thp 
sanlP time had located the adjoining 
200 acrps, to thp south: which aftpr- 
wards hpcamp the Barr homesteitd, 
now occupied hy l\1r- \Vm. Barr and 
his son, David, 'Jr. By this time, 
Xa\'ier Plaunt had comp to the neigh- 
horhood to work for Jospph Mayhew. 
Hp was a faithful and pushing young 
man, and soon aftpr coming had bp- 
comp the posspssor of the Blair farm 
on the hill (now Rohert Uarswell's) 
-It tpam of horsps fm'ming a part of 
the purchase pr'i
p. \Vhpn he hpal'd 
that Ser'gt. Ail,th WitS to lpavp thp 
,McLean farm, it enter'Pd thp young 
man Plaunt's hpad that he would 
likp to 
et thp placp. So hp journey- 
pd to Perth to sep what H.l'l'imgements 
hp could make to get thp fitI'm fl'om 
McLean. He was successful in hi
 
mission. He and :\11' l\1cLean agl'eed 
upon it pr'ice for thp farm; the Blair 
f
um heing taken hy 1\11' McLean in 
part paympnt. And thp younK man 
was succpssful in mol't' than making 
a hargain for the laud. Hp IwcalllP 
acquaintt'd with McLpan's daught PI' 
Jeannet, itIH1 t.houg-h at that tinw 
Xavipr "had not much English"- 
that is to say. hitd not great command 
of words th:tt the }"(mng htdy could 
undplstand, what he could say ma.dp 
such an impl'pssion on thp young 
lady that in thp course of a year 01' 
two shp consented to return to Rpn- 
frpw to hecolIle the wifp of thp .y()Ung 
Fl'ench-Canadian fal'lIlpr, and one who 
was to havp it material part in de\'el- 
oping the place into a cput.rp of pop- 
ulat.ion. Jospph l\Iaylww remainpd 
on his pal't of the villagt' fal'lll fOJ' only 
it year' 01' two aftPI' the Airths left to 
take possession of thpir nf"W farm; 
and tlwn their 100 acres also fpll into 
1\11' Plaunt's hands. 
So that in 18:l1 01' 18:J3. the original 
three fal'ms covering most of the 
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ground whpl'e the town now stands 
wel'P occupied by X:wier Plaunt (who 
was on the farms occupied by thp 
Ail.ths and Mayhews in 1830), and Ly 
Peter Cameron and Antoine Beau- 
champ (who wpre on the Brunette 
farm near the rivpr.) 
In pither 18a:
 or 183!, there was 
quite an immigration to the nei
hhor- 
hood. Amon
 the newcomprs werp 
David Barr, \Vm. Jamieson, and 
John FOI'I'est, JI'., all fl'om Lanark- 
shil'e, Scotland. Barr and Jölmipson 
werp unm;trried. For'rest, who wa.. a 
son of the John FOl'rest who had come 
out a year 01' two hpforp, l'pceived the 
name Sunnysidp Forrest fl'om the plea- 
sant appearance of c.his hillsidp farm 
(now occupied hy \Vm. Pulsp), and was 
a IlHlI'I'ied mall. He and David Barr 
at once pUl'c-hased from RofTey the 
fal'm now known as the Ba['[' home- 
stpalÌ (undpr the shadow of Thomson's 
hill), and stal'tpd to wOl'k it in part- 
nership; also taking up some lots in 
Bagot and Ad maston townships. 
SmIle of the land in the neighhor- 
hood had fallen into t,hp h;tnds of the 
piOllPer surveyo['s of thp d ist.l'ict. The 
Devlins wer'e among thesp SUl'\'pyors, 
and located on pl'operty n'
ar t.he 
river. In 18.'3:.3, they sold this land to 
James and \Villiam Gibbons, who 
came fl'om Drummond, whe['e 
they had hpen farming for seveNtl 
ypal's. Thp land tllPY spttled on is 
now mostly owned hy 1\1r John B. 
Gihbons. Geor'ge Gihhon
, a younger 
brothpr, camp with thpm, and fOl' a 
time livpd with \Villiam. 
Thomas Knight, an old soldier, also 
e;tllle from Drummond ahout the 
same time. He Was It nHu'l'ied man 
with a family of tel} childl'pn; and 
setth..d on the nor't h part of the Cos- 
tello PI'oPPI'ty. Anothpr family 
which settled to th... past about this 
time was that of \V m. Richards, who 
came oI'iginally froll1 the old country, 
to DI'llmmOlHl, then spttlp(l in McNah 
f(w 11 time, afLpl'w;trds locat.ing whprp 
thp stone house of 
h' John B. Gib- 
hons now is, and finally moving to 


the part of the township on the north 
sirl.e of the river. 
Duncan Ferguson, aftprwards for 
lllany yeal's the teacher in the dis- 
trict. camp from Drummond at the 
same time as the Gibbons and Rich- 
ards families. 
\VlJIiam Jamieson, who had come 
to this countl'y with David Barr and 
Sunnyside Forrest, did not remain long 
in thp neighborhood at the outset. He 
wpnt to the front, to Drummond, hut 
after a few years rpturned, and took up 
the lot now owned by Rohert Leitch 
anù hought the adjoining lot fl'om Guy 
Seelpy. Before Sergt. Air,th left his 
village fal'lll in 18.'33, John Camphell, 
John B!'emnpr, George Cardiff, and 
Al'chihald Patterson had hpcome the 
pioneprs in what was afterwards to 
hpcom<.> thf' well-setUp.d township of 
Adrnaston. Thpy first prospected and 
!ocated on thf' lands t.hat they thought 
would be good, and in the course 
of a ypar 01' two I'pturned with 
their families. The BI'owns, SnlIi- 
vans, and Gl'oves fë1milif's came up in 
to Adrnë1ston shortly aftpl"\v:tI'ds. 
Ahout this tiuJP, too, Lhe settlpmpnt 
comrIlencpd to thicken on the nOl.th 
sidp (If thp rivpr. It will bp remem- 
ber'pel that the widow of Antoine 
Bl'unpltp had crosspd the river and 
nl<tde a clearing. This was about 18:-t{; 
and some time in that or the follow- 
ing year William BUI,ton came into 
the locality f"om Drummond. About 
the same time came Duncan Fergu- 
son (fathel' of Mr Alex. Ferguson, of 
Renfrew), who commencpd to clpar 
what of late ypars has been known as 
the Baker Smith farm. l\Ir Fprguson 
remained I'Íght along, but l\Ir Burton 
went hack to the fron t for a Yl':u' 01' 
so, and then rpturned to Horton. He 
was a widower and hrought with him 
his two daughters and a son. He 
settled on what has ever since been 
the Burton homestead, descending to 
his son \Villiam, :tnd now the home 
of the Inttpl"'s son Gporge. Guy Seplpy, 
an U. E. Loyalist, was an pal'ly spttler. 
IIp workPl1 in Rpnfl'ew in 18:
(J or lS:n, 
and was thp first spttlpr on what 
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afterwards became the Jamispon 
homestead. Guy was married to a 
daughter of the late Jacoh New, an 
Englishman, who had worked with 
Capt. Bell at a sawmill the latter had 
erected at the First Ohute, hut died 
soon after coming to the country. His 
widow and family movpd on IIp the 
rÍ\'er in IH33 or lR3-t-, and settled on 
what has since ()pen the Jas. New 
hompstead: the se\'eral sons hpwing 
out good farms of their own. 
In 1837 came the immigration 
from Goulbonrtl and Huntley. Robpl't 
Eady, thpn known as JuniOl, (and 
fathpr of l\Ir Geo. Eady, Jr..) and 
\Vm. BurwpIl were the pioneers of 
this party. They came in 1837; and in 
the following year the father. Rolwrt 
Eady, Sl'.,--an old soldier--came along 
with his othf'r sons George. John, 
Thomas, Richard, \ViIliam and James. 
Then in rapid succession camp the 
Dunlops-John, Gahriel, James, \ViI- 
liam and Ro(wl't, and their father, 
bed-ridden and blind at this time, 
John Richardson, John Vancp. EZf!- 
kiel Colp, (also an old soldier), David 
McQuitty, Francis Humphries, Archi- 
bald Leitch, Frank Edwards. Alex. 
Smith, 'Vm. Smith. Samuel Smith. 
Jas. Lynch, S
tmuel Mason, Henry 
\Villirtms, \Vm. Lewis. John 
IcCal- 
hun, \Villiam aml Rohert Hohhs, 
ì\1ichael O'
eill, Thos. O'Neill, Edwi\l'd 
Farrell, the Gorbys, Pl'ices, Paynes and 
Jas. Johnston. 1\1ost of these familips 
had come before 1810: and most of 
them were the pioneers of the families 
whose rlescendants are still wf'IÌ- 
known residents of that pot.tion of 
Horton township. Thl' Hobhs moved 
over into Pontiac. \Villiams went to 
Hastings county. The ì\IcUollPghys, 

[cAllistel':5, Clarkf's, Bl'()WnS and 
O'
eills had all st'ttlell in th:tt part of 
the township I.dong tlw 1"Î\'PI', clO\\'1I 
near BOIIIlPchPl'p Poillt, pa1'ly in tilt' 
30:3. One fLu.t., also in tiw ea,1'ly 30", 
ulade a cleal'ancp ill the township 
near the fnture villagp ;tnrl town, bllt 
he went away and nevel' l'ptllrned, 


after selling his crop to Guy Seelpy. 
\Vhile the country round 
tbout was 
thus filling up, that portion which 
afterwards hecame the village and 
then the town, h;td also been thicken- 
ing up with peoplp. [t is Pl'ohable 
that the population had grown fl'om 
the 21 which it was in 1830 to 42 in 
1840. These- were. Antoine Beau- 
champ, wifp, d:tug-hter and hh'ed 
helper, who Ii\Ted in a shanty near to 
the spot whpl'e l\Irs E. Mackay's l'e'ii- 
dencp now is; Peter Ca.mel'on, wife, 
three children and a man, who lived 
in the Bnmeite hOl1se, near what is 
now McVeigh's hlacksmith shop; X. 
PIaunt, wife, child and man, ,,'ho lived 
in the house huilt hy John Hall, near 
the C.P.R. station loc:tlity; Joseph 
Mayhew, wife, seven children and 
two men, li vin
 in a house 1\1 I' May- 
hew had huilt on the hill south of the 
town, whpre "Granny" l\IcDougalllivpd 
for so many ye-ars in the 1870-1900 
period; Ser
t. Airth, and wife, and 
his family of nine, who IÎ\Ted in It 
houSH on the creek side, near whel'e 
the Canada Atlantic railroad now 
runs, and south of :\Ir David Airth's 
present stonp honse; Louis Fl'emeftU, 
who had hpen with Bpauchamp for 
some time, and who had acq\Jil'f
d the 
three aCI'es of It mill site I eserva,tion 
alongside the UI'f'ek, including tl1P 
house wlwl'e Smith's sètwmill and tan- 
nery now is, ami who lived with his 
wife and his brother-in-law Casimir in 
a shanty about on thp spot where the 
British hotpl was aftel'wèu'ds located; 
Pptpr Portuguis, a C<ll'pente.', and his 
wife, who hèul settlptl on the COl'ner 
nfOar' the Crepk, whel'e D. Brennan't:; 
store is to-day; and John Bel'languet, 
also It handy man and c.u'pentel', who 
with his wife IUlil st>ltlpl)lIn what was 
aftel'wèu'.)S knowli as tlu- Jalllt's Cal's- 
well fH.I'm; èHJd livel) ill a hou
p Pl'ecl- 
ed llf'èU' wlwl'e the Rpy noilis hOllJP- 
stead has so long heen locatcd, at tllP 
cornpl' of James and Opeongo sl1'epts. 
These then WP1'e the peoplp of Rpn- 
fl'ew in IH40. 
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J n our last WI' placNl thp population 
of Rpnfl'pw-or 
tt least that pOl,ti0l1 
of thp township of Horton which was 
aftt'rwm'ds to heconw Rf:"nfrew-at -12 
souls. Soon after that it COl1HlIpncpd 
to show signs of hpcoming ;t, cpntl'e of 
population. It was sonwtimp ahout 
th<> year 18,1.0 that the first stOI'P. was 
t'st;\hlished hy John LOl'n 
JcDougall, 
fatht'r of John LOl'n 
lcDougall, 
present and i tor'-gpllt'ral of Can:ul1i, 
<lnd of S'unu<>1 :\IcDoug;-tll, still a cit- 
izpn of t he town. Thp pioneel' 
Ic- 
Dougall was a Highl;-tnclel' who had 
)wen in the st'l'vicp of the Hudson Ba,y 
Oompany in the Northwt'st. He had 
livpd for a tillw at GoMpn Lake, dt'al- 
ing with tlw Illdians as a fur-tl'adel'; 
and was a lillguist in SP\'pl'al Indi:ul 
tongues, as well as in UlP Gaelic; and 
h
td a good dea,} of the na.tm'al Ol'ator 
in his composition. His fìr'st ventl1l'e 
was in a lit tie outhuilding of the 
Bp.Hlcha IIIp JwoJWJ'ty, hut lw W;I.S 
oon 
in a largp log-huilding of his own, a 
fpw Yell'ds south of whpl'e l\Ir' P. 
O'Rpilly's l'p
idpnce now st:ulIls. Hp 
did not 10llg Plljoy a lIIonopoly in 
tradp. A young man, Rohcl't Meln- 
t Y:'P, who had "pt'n " kepping stOl't''' 
in Pakpnh.tll1 in partner'ship with the 
fatl1P1' of ì\Ir- \Vm. Russpll. until 
1:-ttt'Ìy a pl'omiupnt lIIerchant in Arn- 
p1'ÏOl', was of au actin> rlisposition, 
anel took pal't in political affail's. In 
thp course of his \'isits on political 
husiupss to Rpnfl'ew, he formpd the 
conclusion that therp was 1'00111 for a 
profit ahlp husinpss hpl'p for him as 
wpll as f()(' l\h :\lcDoug.tll, and in thp 
autumn of 18-U he pstahlislwd himself 


in a )mildin
 which stood in rpal' of 
l\h P. Dougall's cal'l'ia
(> shop of to- 
day. This huilding ha rl hepn erected 
for a Roman Catholic C'hurch 01' 
chappl: hut thpl'(> is somp doubt 
whpthpl' it harl evpr heen uspd for that 
pur'pose: thPl'P was no l'pgulal'ly estab- 
lishpd priest hPl'P then at all events. 
:\h )[dntyre quickly rll'ew a thriving 
tr<lde, and in the cour'sP of a ff'w year's, 
pl'oha.hly ahout 1848, stal'tpd to huild a 
lal'W' ston,t' store <l,t the COl'nt'l' whf'l'p 
l\Ir Adam Lindsay to-day does husi- 
npss. Pal't of thp odginal stonp 
building rpmains standing within the 
walls of the hlock that IIOW houses tlw 
I;Jank of Otta.wa anrl thp A. Lindsay 
storp. .ì\It>antime, in 1845, \Villiam N. 
Faichl
py and Al'chibalrl Thomson had 
come-t lw fil'st from Pel't h ; and 1 he 
lattpl' fl'om B;tthul'st-aml had started 
husinf'ss as hlf.cksmiths in the hctrn of 
the .ì\IcLpan property. ahout whpre 
Dean's 3tOl'C' stands in 1900. Ahont 
the same time \Villiam Dickson, who 
had comp fr'om Beckwith first to .Mc- 
Nah, decided to make the growing 
villagp his headqnill'terð. He had 
"een in thp hahit of "whipping the 
cat "-that is, tl'avelling fl'om farm- 
house to fill'm-hollsP, Ill<>nd ing a.nd 
making shops. It sppmed to him that 
Renfre w wou Id hpcomp a cpn tl'a I 
point, and so he bought a lot fl'om 
X;-tViPl' Plaunt. and built his log place 
of husiness wherp Thp Mprcury OfficI" 
now stands. The Chinese lallndl'Y of 
to-day occupies part of the original 
building. The pel'nUU1pnt location of 
the hlacksmith and :,;hopmakel' having 
marked pr:ogrpss, thp tailor' was thp 
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next to appear on the scene. He was 
Georg-e Bonnington, who came fl'om 
Galashi
lds, Scotlan!l, dh'ect to Ren-- 
frew. He hoardt>d at first with \Vm. 
Dickson, and tht>n, as he did a thl'iv- 
ing- trade, hp- decided to huild for hinJ- 
self. He boug-hi a lot and ereeted tht> 
stone houst>, now along-side St. An- 
drt>w's chureh, known as the Jamie- 
son home, and now occupied by 1\11' 
Georg-e Thacker, whose wife is a 
daughter of MI' Alex. Jamieson, who 
succeerlt>d Bonnington in the tailoring 
busilWSS. 
It will he noticed that tht> uppt>r 
part of t,he town WItS growing tht> 
most. l'I\,pidly. That was in large 
mNtsure dut:' to the wise and pnhlic- 
spirited land policy of Xavier Plaunt.. 
He recognized the fact that it meant 
the huilding of a town, with the con- 
sequent increase in the value of his 
own pl'operty, to get the nt>wcomers 
IOf'ated as qnickly and closely tOg't>th- 
er as possiblt>. So he induced 
et.l:.1p- 
ment hy selling- lots at a moderate 
price. He did mort> than tha t. If a 
church or school wert:' Pl'ojected, he 
donatpd the land for it I'eadily ,tnd 
heartily. He gave free sitt's fOl' the 
Hchonl, fOl' the Old Kh'k aurl Free 
ChUl'ch :trul :\Iethodist and Roman 
Catholic chur'ches, 'tnd, as will he re- 
memhered hy the residents of 
latC'I' years, 1\It- Plannt g-ave the til'st 
railway in Renfrew most of the land 
it neellell for 
tation and yal'ds at a 
nominal figl1l'e. 


In our' prt:'vious chapter we depictpIl 
the IIwrcantile growth of tht:' place 
which was now g-rowing- heyond H 
CI'OSS road
, and of the estah1ishment 
of some of its pionet'r industries he- 
tween 1
40 and 18+8. And just here it 
may he noted that our historians' 
memory of the exact ordel' of the 
coming of the growing number of 
sett1t-rs is not so clear as it was of t,ht> 
earlier but fewer eVl'nts of the devel- 
opment of the neighhorhoorl ; and it 
lUay he that some other of the rt>aders 
of this newspltper StOl'Y lIlay he able to 
supply dates and facts fixit:Jg the com- 


ing of eaf'h pioneer mOl'e exactly. Mr 
\V. N. Faichney. it was noted last 
week, came in 1845; and he has recol- 
lection of there heing- here when he 
came; James O'Connor (father of 
Messrs James and Wm. O'ConnOl'), 
who lived Ileal' the Creek side, south 
of where the Brennan stort> is to-day; 
H;tmpson Conmhs, living behind what 
is now the B1'ÍtÏsh hotel; John Munro, 
in a small hotel helow Rpilly's hotel; 
Joseph Charhonneau, a carpentel', 
who had his hOllle ahont where 'Vm. 
O'CouJ)()["'s stOl'e is to-day; Xaviel' 
Plannt, who had moved fl'om the 
Hall house to another PI'ected on the 
site of the Alhion hotel; Joseph 
Saddlt:'I, a miller, who ran the McRae 
gl'Ïsting mill, which was hy this time 
locatell on that, part of the Cl'eek a 
mile ()[' so 
outh of the town which 
was known for some years as McRae's 
Creek, then ,tS Farquharson's, and 
now is Smith's CI'eek. John Burns 
came in 1847. Carpl'nter and cahinet- 
nH\ker' was he hy trade, genial. jolly, 
al'dt>nt lover of Bohhie BlII'ns, his wt- 
tiOlHII poet; and :t man who took an 
active part in mall
' of thp pnhlic ,tf- 
fairs of Renfrew ill its \"illaJ.(1" dny:oò. 
He and 'V. N. Faidwpy made the fil'st 
waggon, slt:'ig-h :11)(1 hngJ.(y e\'/->I' mall- 
ufacllll'PII in Rellfl't'\V. Th/->y solrl 
theÌl' fil'st huggy to Elias Mool'e, of 
Admilston. anll tonk all old hOl'st' in 
part pnYIllf'lIt. DI'. Ual'swpll, fllLlwr 
of ;\[essl's RohC>I't awl Allan Oa!'swl'lI, 
Itlso camt' ahont this time. A good 
doctOl' he wa.s, too, ;to;; Uw ..,tory goe
; 
a faculty which I'all in the family, few 
his hrothel' was pl'iv:tte physician to 
the i'uler of the Belgians. In 1848 
carne John Smith, a man of strollH 
parts, destined to play an active part 
for many years in the munidpal and 
industrial life of Renfl'ew. He carne 
from Lanark, and houHht the saw- 
mill which Hamp,>on Coumhs had 
ereded and which stands on the same 
site to-day, thouHh the same sticks of 
timher may not all he in it. In the 
same ypar 1\11' Smith started to huild 
his tannery, which also still stands. 
and which cOlllmencf'd operations in 
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18-l9. In addith\n to those mentioned 
ahovp, 
lr Smith I'ememhf'rs that 
thel'e were here hefore him; his rela- 
ti ve t.he la te Donahl Camerun (fathel' of 
1'1e8sl's \V. A. anrl Dl' .J. D. Oamel'on), 
who kept a stOl'e ill the huildiug' which 
"ftf->I'w:u'd8 hec;tme the Bl'itish hotel, 
allll havinH for his e1pl'k, Duncan Fpr- 
guson, who had heen the pionpf->r 
tf->;wher of the n,
ighh(H'hoorl, and who 
had come to tlw section sOHle ye:u's 
lH'e\-iolisly. \ViIIi:1111 \Vatt. the gl'pat- 
gl'andfather of the \VilIiam of to-day, 
had a foundry down near where the 
.:\Ier,hodist church is in 1901. Duncan 
l\IcKprrachet" a carpen tel', had his 
home on tht> lot upon which to-day 
stands Millar's confectiont>ry Htore. 
Just south of this was \Vm. Dickson's 
shoe shop, hitherto referl'pd to. John 
Potf, who was a teamster drawing 
material for the l'IcIntyre stort>, lived 
on what is now the Kearney lot. He 
stilllÏ\!es in ont> of the rear townships 
of this or Hastings county, and oc- 
casionally visits the scene of his early 
lahors. John Burns was just ahove 
him, in what is now the E:tdy pro- 
perty. The McIntyre stort> was 
slightly further up stt'eet, with F.ticl1- 
ney & Thompson just ahove them, 
again. Over on the west side of the 
sh'et>t, in the litUe roughcast house 
which still "Itands hplow Pedlow's 
store, li\'ed John Churchill, cooper. 
Afterwards, John Burns hecame pos- 
sessor of this propert.y. Aeross the 
CI'pt>k, that is on the south side 
of it. the l\layhews werp .lomiciled- 
Chal'les. J oSf'ph and Ed w:u'rl-he- 
ween Thomson's hill and the vill:tgt>. 
B-tptiste Bpaud.'y lived 011 the Rohel't 
Cal'swell farm of to-day, and which 
then reached (wer to the concession 
line where l\1r' D. B:trr's rpsidf'nce now 
is. Jeremiah Lynch. who still lives, a 
l'esident of Admaston, and John 
O'Dea, father of the memhers of the 
family of that namf' living in Ren- 
frew and Admaston to-day, hoth as- 
sisted in the huilding of the McIntyre 
stonp store, and hoth lived in houses 
somewhere near the present l'esidence 
of Mr A. Barnet. Another resident 


of the south end was an old British 
soldiel' named Blair, a rollicking gt>n- 
ius, who resided in It house located 
somewhere in the plot which is now 
l\h A. A. \Vright's garden. The 
Methodist ministel'-either Bl'ownt'll 
01' \Vest--a little man who had a 
strong fancy fot' a good dog' and It fast 
horst', and who was counted a. good 
ueighhor, also lived somewlwre near 
the CI'eek-sidp, across from 1\11' O'Con- 
lIot.'S. Peter .:\Il-1yhew and Nulheir 
Juurdin lived :tt the weste{'n end of 
the town, in the neigh horhood of 
what is now tht> K. & P. and the 
Canl-1da Atlantic .. diamond." Flem- 
t>au (not Fremt>au as we had it pre- 
viously, hI" who had heen the first 
owner of the three acres of mill site 
alld water-power at the Cref'k, selling 
to Sampson Coumhs, and he to John 
Smith). and Casimir had moved down 
town to thp ri ver-side . 
Another who was afterwards to b
 
a prominent resident came about 
this time-John l\1eAndrew, who 
came to Canada from Scotland in 
184-2, and five years aftenvards located 
in Renfrew as clerk fOI' John Lorn 
l\1c Dougall, then heeallle clerk for 
Rohert l\1cIntyre, and finally estab- 
lishing a husiness fot' himself. .1M. 
Dougherty, who lived about where 
the Roherts planing mill is to-day, 
was also here then, an employee on 

Ir .:\IcDougall's farm. 


In fixing upon the pionf'ers of the 
184-0-1850 period Wf' find t.hat We fail- 
ed to loc:tte one of thp pioneel' f:unilif>s 
ill an e"f->n earliel' pel'Ìod. James )rc- 
L:u'pn WI-1S one of tl... Scotchllwn who 
camp to R..nf.'ew county in 18.2.5 f,'om 
pprth
hi.'e. and spttlf->d in McNah 
township under the guidance of tl1P 
noted Ohief McNah. But. it will Le 
I'pmemhel'f'd, thPI'l' was considPl'ahle 
l'ehf->llion against the alltho1'Ìty the olrt 
Chipf sought to inftiet upon the emi- 
grants who had settled the township 
at his instigation; and among the inde- 
pendent-minded men who would not 
hend the neck hpfore the autocratic 
old Chieftain was Jamt>s McLaren. 
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Just how long his disaffection was in 
growing. at this date theI'p is nonp to 
tpn, hut it is known that on at least 
one occasion he was sent at thA he:ui 
of a delf:'gation of the Illen of McNab 
who were appealing again<;t the 
Chief's aets to the Court sitting at 
PprLh. The farm in McNah upon 
which 1\11- .:\IcLaren st:'ttled was tlu\t 
fine plaee now occupif:'d hy l\h Donald 
l\!cL'u'pn near S;wd Point. But wiLh 
the gl'owing friction with the Chipf, 
:\11' .McLaren cast his eyps ahout for a 
less initating place of ahodp; and he 
purchased fr'om one Ewan "\lcÜiu,thy, 
of P"kpuhalll, ]00 acres of tllt' farlll on 
the second linp of HoI'ton, ahout a 
mile south of Renfr'ew's southern 
limits. He did not move to his nf:'W 
propel'ty for some years; hut perform- 
pd thp regulation" settlement duties" 
until ]S87, when hp mO\Ted up to this 
Horton farm, which has e'Tel' since 
been the home of tht:' l\IcLaren 
family, dpscending on his dpath in 18Qn 
to tht:' eldest son Rohprt, and, on his 
rptirempnt to Rf-'nfl'ew town some 
yplU'S ago, to his oldt'st son, John 
B. Of the childl'en of J:tmps 
lc- 
L:u'en: .:\lary, who died in Rpnh'ew :t 
year Ol' two ago, was t}w eldest and 
the only onp hOl'n in ScotlalHl. An the 
othprs W(,l'f:' Canadians-Rohert, the 
wf:'lI-known citizpn, fot, so many YPaJ's 
Spcrt:'tary of tlw South Ri>nfl't:'w Agri- 
en I Lut'al Socipf,y and hold i ng othPl' 1'e- 
sponsihle positions; Eliza!.pth (the 
latp Mt's Alex. Stewart, of Horton); 
Donald, now on the ot'igimil farm in 
l\IeN;th township; 1\1;u'garet (the late 
l\Ir's John H. Stewart, of Renfl'ew); 
John, who died in ISH, when ahout tt:'n 
Yf'ars of agp ; DUI1('an, the well-known 
stock-farmer of Bl'omlpy tuwnship; 
Malcolm, of 1\laynooLh, in Hastings 
county; and Chr'istinll" who rlip(1 in 
infancy. To the 100 aCI't:'S origin.lolly 
pm'chased hy JalllPs l\lcL:lren, Rohf'rt 
aflpl'wards arlded 100 more to the 
east. 
Anothel 01 the old filmilies of the 
distl'Ìct may fairly he cl'edited to 
this 181n.1S:JO pel'iod; though dlll'ing 
th is l1ec;ldp thf'Y WPI'e not perm .wen t- 


ly residents of the part which was 
aftel'\vards to hecome the town. In 
I
:lt, a young mötn emigra,tpd fr'om 
TplIlple Housp, County Sligo, hl>land, 
to .. By-town," now Otta\va,. This 
was l\Iattht:'w Devine, the elrlest of 
the family. In a few years he had 
followf:'d the spI'ea,d of population 
along the Ottawa river, and kept a 
"stopping place" or hotel at Huh- 
hell's Fa,lIs, now known as Galetta. 
III 18-12 he Cfll1le on further westwitrd, 
and settled in Renfrew. It dol's not 

(>em cl'rlain at this day where he 
first dwelt,-whethpr up the river a 
mile or two ahove where the town 
now i
, on what is now Roust:'lIe's 
farm, 01' whf:'ther' it was in it house 
just below or north of that in which 
Lrtur'ence O'Rie1ly kept hotel. The 
weight of evidpnce seems to he that it 
was in the house hy the rivt:'rsille that 
he fil'st dwelt, and afterw;
r(ls, when 
he cn,me back to Henfr'ew. in the 
huilrling nt:'IU' the foot of !!;LÌn street. 
In the spring of 1813, .:\1(' DtJvine was 
induced hy Ger'ard Nitgle. t1lPn Super- 
intf:'IllIt:'nt of Gover'nmf:'nl \\.Ol'ks, to 
go with him to Df's Jo:\chims, where 
the dams ana slides wprp to he huilt. 
In Decemher of th:lt year 
h8 Dt:'vine 
died, ana !lr Devine as soon as pos- 

ihlt:' thert:'aftpr' returned to Renfl'ew 
and lived hpre continuously until 
1830, when he moved to tht> .:\Ltda.was- 
ka country, in the npiJ:{hhOl'hood of 

pringtown. Matthew was accom- 
panied to this district by his sistpl' 
l\Lu'y, who spttted at the Chats. 
Felix also camp out in thp early '40 
per'iod, stltying for It time with his 
si
ter and hrothel', then settling at 
Springtown, and hecoming a pprnH\Il- 
ent r't:'sidpnt of Ht'nfr'ew ag-ain in IHli.t. 
Their In'other Andr'ew, with his wift:' 
.and theil' elJpst chillI .John, camp out 
in the 'tn", staYf:'(1 it shm't ti me at thp 
Chats, then a year' or two at Sand 
Point, ;tnd tlwn canw on and settlp(1 
IIn the Pinnaele fal'llI, ",hi('h wa.. tht>ir 
homp fot, 
o Illany YPiU'S hl'fOl'é' thpy l'e- 
tir'ed and CanlP into R('nfl't:'w to 
lh"e. in lSt7, tlw younger' hl'othpr's, 
Palrick :tllll .John, abo camp out. to 
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this country, accompanied hy their 
mother and sister. The mother died 
and was buried at sea, the sister dif'd 
during quarantine at Quebec. Pittrick 
attended school in t.he \-illa,ge for a 
year or so, and afterwards joined his 
brothpr Felix in business in Renfrew, 
as did also John. after f<-trming many 
years in HOl'ton. 


This story ha,s so f;-lr t<-tken on an al- 
most statistical Ilryness in recording 
the coming of tl1P settlel's; ani I some 
of onl' J'eadel's may have l:tlUt'ntefl the 
ahsf'nce of a mOl'e ItllPcdoctal descl'i p- 
tion of the hahits and nlPthods of the 
people of the young community. It 
is the intention of Uw wl'iter-having 
hrou
ht the story np to the half-cen- 
tury mal'k,-to look hackwards again, 
anll in sepitrate cha,pters tell the story 
of the development of tht:' I'oa(ls, and 
schools, itnrl churches, and industries 
of thp distl'ict, as well as of its munici- 
pal affairs. But hefore commendng 
these chaptel's, it is desired to as fal' 
as possi hIe com plf't.e thp list of 
those who were in the village and irn- 
mediatt:'ly surrounding country hefore 
the 1830 period. Already it has heen 
rliscovpred that two or three families 
not so far mentionerl should haNe 
hepn included in the list; and therp 
llJay he others. \Ve will he pleased if 
any of 011[' reatlers whosp families 
were herelthollts heforp 1850, or who 
know of ;-Iny ot.hers who Wf'I'P here hp- 
fOl'e that time allli havp not heen men- 
t ionf'd, will gi Vp us the i nfoJ'lIIa.t ion 
at OIlCI'. 
ì\Ieanti me we here introduce from 
a, hook wl.itten ithout the ypar 1830 by 
\V. H. Smith, descrihing the 
counties of Lan:uk anù Renfl'ew a.s 
they then Wf're, fl'om the standpoints 
ot popnl<-ttion allll farm tlf'velopmen t, 
tlw following extra('ts : which to some 
extent l'otHIIl ont tlw sta.tistical nat\u'p 
of the story up to this point :- 
Five miles Wf'st fl'om \Yhite Lake 
is the villagp of Bnrnstown, romantic- 
ally situitted on thp l\Iad:twaska, near 
t hI" western COl'ner of the township of 


McNitb. It is it new settlement, form- 
ed at the point where the main tl'a. 
veIled l'oad through thi.. section of 
country is crossed hy another leading 
from Sanrl Poin t on the Ottawa to 
l\Iount St. Pittl'ick and the country in 
the rear. Burnstown o\'el'hangs a 
very deep pl'ecipitous \'alley ot the 
)ladawaska, which I'h-er is crossed hy 
a hl'idgt', and on the othpr side is a 
vel'y difficult pass. The l\I:ulawilska 
here pl'est'nts a view tl'uly Arner'icall 
in wildness. The Wittel'S hear a dark 
allll t urgitl aspect, iUld iH'e chal'acter- 
istically set off hy lofty precipitous 
hanks, co\'erel1 hy dark hrowu woods 
which flauk them on both sides. 
Down the l\Iarlawaska immense quan- 
tities of pine timber al'e now hrought. 
In t.he eaI'ly progress of opel'ations on 
the Ottawa, the l\Iadawaska bein
 
considerpd UnUSIHtlJy dangerous, even 
for lumber navigation, lumhermen 
were deterrpd from venturing upon it, 
hence it is that, notwithstanding its 
comp;u'ative vicinity to market, un- 
til ahout fift"en years ago, no timber 
wa
 taken out of its valJey. At 
len
th a few entel'pl'ising- individuals 
marle ventures. }lor'e I'ecently gov- 
(>rnment took the matter in hand, and 
the I'Ï \'er is now passahle. 
Burustown contains a Ilrist mill, 
ilnd the registrar for the county of 
Renfrew keeps his office here. 
The township of McNab in 1842 
contained but 728 inhahitants, anrl 
in 1843, a,W5 a('res \Vert> unrler ('ulti- 
vatinn. In 1850 the population had 
in<:I'eased to l,{j;;::J; 5,0!H aCl'e
 WPI'P 
under cultivation, thel'e \Vel'P one 
grist and two saw wills in thf-' town- 
ship, and 7,400 hu
hels of wllf'at, 
6,500 hushels of oat.s, 18,900 hushels 
of potatoes. 12,000 pounds of maple 
sugar, and 2,500 pounds of hutter 
werf> produced fl'om the crop of 18.to. 
To the southwest of :\lc
ah is the 
township of Bagot. It is but little 
settled, and in 1830 contained only 
670 inhahitants. and there wer
 one 
grist mill and two saw mills in the 
township. The produce raised was 
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not worth quoting-. Blythefield, to 
the southwest of Bagot, i'3 still less 
settled, and in 18:5Ó only contained 
121 inhabitants. 
Ahout eig-ht miles from Burnstown, 
near the southwestern boundary of the 
township of Horton, is the villag-e of 
Renfrew. It is twenty-five miles from 
Pakt>nham, and. it is situated on tht> 
Bonnechere. It contains a grist mill, 
saw mill, foundry, tannery, carding 
mm and post office. There art> also 
two churches, Presbyterian and Ro- 
man Catholi(', a g-ramma,r school, and 
the crown lands agent for the county 
of Renfrew keeps his office here. Al- 
though a small place, a considerablt> 
amount of business is transacted in 
the village, and larg-e quantities of 
potash are exported. Thert:' is hert> a 
mag-nificent fall of water, called by 
lumhermen the second chute of the 
Bonnechert>. The property helong-s to 
parties in England, and the ahsence 
of the prOpl'ietOl's is snid to ('heck 
its progress. 
Horton is g-radua,lly spttling up. In 
18-12 it contained :>-U inhahitants, and 
in 18-1:>, 2,181 acrps were undel' culti- 
vation. In 1850 the population had 
increased to 1.0-18, 3.ïüS acres were 
unùer ('ultivation, and 7,300 bushels 
of wheat, ü,OOO hushels of oats, 10.- 
800 bushels of potatoes, and 2.300 
bushels of turnips wert:' produced 
from the crop of 18-1!). 
To the southwest of Horton is the 
township of Admaston ; it is a large 
township and hut little settled. In 
Ib:>O it only contained :>ßl inhahi- 
tants; it is wa.tered by the Bonne- 


chere, and by tributaries of the l\Iada- 
waska. 
To the north west of Horton is the 
township of Ross, which is also thin- 
ly settled. In 18:>0 it only contained 
575 inhahitants. To the southwest of 
Ross is the township of BI'omley. It 
is but little settled. only containing 
H-lO inhabitants in 18:>0. There are 
two saW mills in the township, and a 
tòettlement has lately heen startt:'d on 
the Bonnechere, which is called Pal- 
merston ; it has a post office. etc. 
Bonnechere Point and Sand Point 
on the Ottawa, although not arrived 
at the dignity of villages, are never- 
theless shipping places of some im- 
portance. 
Ahout twenty miles northwest from 
Rpnfrew village is a settlement called 
Uohden, a name intended to ill us- 
tr'ate its proprietor's admiration for 
fret> trade. It is situated at the 
head of Muskrat Lakt>, in the south 
of the township of \Vestmeath, and 
has het'n commencefÌ ahout two 
years. A road has heen formed fr'om 
the lake to the Ottawa below Calu- 
nwt Island, and a line of stage wag-- 
g-ons plact>d on the route. On tht> 
fir'st opening of the Hoe of communi- 
cation row boats were placed on the 
l\Iuskrat to convey passengprs and 
goods to Pembrokt>, llUt dUl'.
ng the 
present season a small steamer has 
been suhstitutt:'
l. This is intended to 
be replaced by one of a supel'Íor class 
next year. All goods and passt>ng-ers 
for tht> Ott,awa ;thove Portage du 
Fort are now carried along this line. 
A post office has heen estahlished at 
the vil1age. 



THE EARLY ROADWAYS. 


In Uw precedin
 chapters of the 
Story has l,een told the tale of the 
g['adua,l settlement of the community, 
fl'om the coming of the fh'st white 
man in the ea.rly '2U3. to the time 
when it h:td almost reached the status 
of a village. \VhiIe the estitblishment 
of schools and churches mark the 
growth of the intelligence of a com- 
munity, the roads and flouring mills 
come even earlier in its development. 
At fil'st, as hits heell hel'etofore nOlt"d. 
tlw settlers traded for the most part 
at Perth. For four 01' five years, tbe 
Airths ami the families which im- 
mediately followed them made their 
way to Perth on foot. Then came 
the sign of growing wealth on the 
part of the individual, and of easier 
transportation methods for the com- 
munity-the ox team; and then, 
shortly aftel'w:tl'ds. hOl'
es were i m- 
ported. 
Ir David Airth fixes the 
time of the coming of the fil'St horse 
to Renfrew as " the year of the Papi- 
neau rebellion." His father, having 
made a gooa sale of potash at Mont- 
real. decided that he would invest in 
a horse, and hrought. one back with 
him. Just ahout the same time, the 
Knight and l\Iat,tin f"milies also he- 
came the proud POSSl'ssors of equines. 
X"turally, travelling to Perth on 
foot, the st'ttlel's fil'st tl'od on high- 
wa,ys which were more path ways 
than road ways. The first "blazed 
pathway" travelled by Renfrewitt:'s 
was that to Goshen. It started at the 
upper end of Thus. McLean's property, 
01' just at the Dominion House cornel', 
and travelled along ahout the present 
lin(' of the Canada Atlan tic rail way to 


the south-west of the F,til' gl'oumls 
till it reached where 1\11- D. Airth's 
stone house now stands. Then it 
struck off toward
 the 
\[artin f;trl11 , 
a little south of where the Martin 
hOllse is to-day. and angled on through 
the l\IcGl'egor and l\IcAl.thur proper- 
ties. Fl'om there the path way took 
on more of a roadway fOl'm, and went 
by a fairly straight course down by 
the )Ic
ah "big meadow" to the 
Witter side :tbout two miles from 
Sand Point. 
Another road way from the upper 
part of the town was that headed for 
Burnstown, where there was a sma1J 
store. This road st;u'ted about wher<<;> 
Dean's store now is, hranched dowo 
to the vicinity where Smith's gI'Ìst 
mill stands to-day, then up on to the 
high ground in rear of 1\11' A. A. 
\Vright's residence as fa.l' as the pro- 
perty known for so manv years as 
"Gl'alll1Y McDougall's." From that 
house it angled across hy the 'Vallace 
property on Thomson's hill to Mr 
John Pal.k's, then crossed to the left 
around the 
IcLaren swamp, took an- 
other turn to the right so as to cross 
the Oreek at Farquharson's Rapids; 
and then crossed and re-cros<;ed the 
present course of the Burnstown 
road in a course of remarkable sinuo- 
sity. It C;tn he rt:'adiIy understood 
that, in that day of few settlers, travel 
followed the easiest, and to the ex- 
tent that it was the driest, the high- 
est course. It woul,l he about 18:32 or 
1833 that the first efforts were made 
to st.raighten the Burnstown ro;tdway, 
:tod it gl'adu;tlly assllllwtl the straight- 
er course of to-day. 
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The fi['st ro;ul le;tding to the west. 
or into what aftp['wards hecame the 
township of ALlmaston left the vil- 
lage land along hy the now old chepse 
factory, a little east of the present 
bridge leading up Carswell's hill; and 
instpad of mounting the rocks hptwepn 
the properties of Messrs James and 
Rohe['t Carswpll as it does to-day, it 
avoided the rocks hy swinging around 
tht'rn to the left, 0[' ahout whprp l\Ir 
Rohprt Carswpll's house is now. 
From there the road hritnchpil off as 
nearly straight as the lie of the land 
would allow in the direction of the tine 
grove of pines on tllP Dunn farlll, amI 
a few of which still ra.ise high their 
heads. F['om that point. fm' 
ollle 
yea['s, tht're was no regular ['oall way; 
simply a winding track le;uling f['om 
neighhm"s placp to neighhm.'s. 
The people who lived on tlw Borth 
sidp of tht:' Bunnechere h;td no pasy 
way of gptting into the village. For 
many years they had to cr'oss the 
['ivpr at tlw .. Flat Rapids" down hy 
the Gihhons p['operty. Sonlt' of the 
old-tillwrs still rPII1('ml)(.'I' how much 
the eady settler's were illdehtt:'tl to 
the kil1l1rw;;s of 
II' J. B. Gihh.ms arId 
others of the family. They had a 
hoat at tlw rapids, ;tllLl wlwn any of 
the nor,th sid
 peoplp wished to get 
over into civiliz;ttion, thpy would 
stanll on the nm.th hank and shout., 
until they caught thp atteution of 
some oue on the Gihhons pl;tee. Then 
the hoat would l}p takf'n over' aUlI the 
traveller hrought to thp south sidp. 
Of cOUl'se this was all hefm't> the 
day of municipal organiza,tion, and 
the['e was no system of road-making. 
The wm'k was done hy voluntct:'r 
lahor ellth,ply; tlw .. willing horse" 
as always Iloing the most. 
How lar'ge a sha['e the openinj;{ of 
the ['oatlways oCt:uph-'11 in thp munici- 
pa.l Ii fe of tlwse t-'.u'ly Ila,ys a pPl'usal of 
the millutes of the lIlunidp:ll councils 
se['ve to show. Cnfortunatt-'Iy, we 
have not, ypt heen ahle to t1isco\'t-'r 
the fh'st minutp hook of thf' town- 
ship of HOl'ton, :tnil so arp not ahlp to 


fix ma,ny an int('['esting actioll and 
date in ro;uI-huihling ent(-'['p['ises. 
M[' John Smith rela,tes to us one 
circumstancp-how the first hridge 
was built across the Bonnechere river 
at the village, at just ahout the same 
spot wht-'l'e th(-' iron h['idg-e stands to- 
day. [n those en."'y days. a,s for' near- 
ly thirty years aftprward.,. the 
shantyrupn, as thpy wpnt to tht-' woodq 
in thp autumn or to the .. d['ives" in 
the sp['ing, would loail theruselvps 
heavily with spÏr'ituous liquor's, and 
frequently managed to stir up a fight 
with tht> villagers at the different set- 
tl(-'d points along their routp. Un 
this particular occasion, one of thp 
g-angs going into the woods for the 
Coruov firm made trouhle in Horton. 
At the Hohhs f>>rm, t hpy raispd a 
melt>e and crackpd some hones. The 
[wigh hors \Vere aroused; and l\I r 
Smith. then ahout a couplt> of YPitrs a 
resid(-'ut of thp vil1agf', has a llistinct 
rf'collection of speing ahout it dozPIl of 
the mpn of Horton, iu'mpd with guns 
and hpaded hy :\11' Fr>tnk Ed wiu'ds. 
hurrying through the villag(-' to th(-' 
wpst. They WP['P after tlw gang of 
sh:tnt.yruen who h;td committed the 
assè\ult. These were ovprhauled 
sonwwh{\rp in thp vieinity of l\Ioor'(-"s 
mills in Ac1m:tston. rt is rempmhp['- 
ed that.. SOUlf' of the shantympn stiu.t- 
ing to run away as their' pursuprs ap- 
P['o;tched. the cool(-'r heads in the at- 
tiH'king party had diffiC"ulty in rp- 
straining somp of thpir heat(-'c1 com- 
panions from fi['ing on the fleeing 
\voQ(lsmen. The latter were all cap- 
tured, however, and brought hefore 
John Lorn McDougall, J.P. Hp fined 
them .-1;10 apiect'. and appliptl t.he 
finps to the huilding of the first 
801ll)('ch(-'['(-' hridge at H,pllfr'pw. Tlw 
hridg-e \ViI."; moullted nn u'Ìiti1g"ular 
\Voollt-'n piel's, with the shal'p pdge up- 
str'(-':un, to h['eak tllP ice ami guilll' thp 
logs coming IIown-streiuli. Somp of 
the pt'ople ["(-'Inonstrated with th(-' J. P. 
for' the sevt'['ity of tlw finf': hut with 
m:tny it Goudic exclalll;tlioll he im- 
prpsst'd that it would do the trans- 
g['pssor's mort> gOOlI to touch their 
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pockets hea \'ily than it would to send 
them to Perth jail. 
Ask any of the old timer's, when 
Samuel FJ'aneis or \Vm. Roher'ts 01' 
\Vnr. Logan camp to Renfrew, and 
tlw anSWt"l' at fil'st will almost cf->I'tain- 
Iy h.- a qllestion-\Yhen was the Divi- 
!-ion of Sons of Tempt'l'ancp ol'ganizt'd? 
Thus in"'epal'ahly are the names of 
t.hese pioneers associated with the 
forming of that organizat ion, which 
has had such effect in leavening pub- 
lic opinion in t.}w years that have 
follo\Ved. The Sons wel'e not organ- 
iZf'd till 18;)2, hu t Sam uel Francis 
at lpast was It l'esidpnt some consider- 
ahlf-> time hetorp that. He carnp in 
18:>0, if not pven in the latter PIll't of 
18-tfl. He was a native of ArllHlgh, 
heland, and in ]827, when SalUlwl 
was twelvp years old, his father 
relllovp(1 to Canada, to Kilmal'- 
nock on the Rillpau. At 3lel'l'ick viIle, 
Samuel learned the tr'a(lp of axe makpr. 
and camt" on to Rf->nfrpw in 18!U 01' 
1850. .Most of those spokf'n to 110 WII,- 
da,ys, think of 
h Frands as fil'st re- 
siding just south of Smith's Cr'epk. 
hut it is almost ('er'tain thl'l t hpforp 
moving to that point, he lh.ed in a 
housp sOlllewhpl'p near where 
Ir P. 
Dougltl,'s carl'iage shop now is. and 
tlwre hi!'; eldf'st son (now the VeJ'y 
Rev. Al'thm' V. FJ'ancis, of l\Iuskogep, 
In(I. Ter.,) \\ as hor'n in )Ill,y, 18,31. 
Shortly aftpl'w:lrds :\11' Fl'ancis mo\'ed 
to the J'ough-cast house now 
owned hy )1l' 'VIIl. Has. ings, and 
which was a ff'w yp:trs ago moved 
from the J'ight hand to the If'ft hand 
side of tlw I'olul leading south of 
Smith's Creek hdògp. Somewha,t 
doser to the edge of the creek, l\I1' 
Francis built a small axf' factory, in 
which 
Ir 'Vrn. Rohel'ts was his assis- 
hmt. Ahout five years latel', he 
bought. property down hy the river', 
huilt the house now known as "Val- 
Ipy Cottagp," and the stone axe fac- 
tory which stood for' so many years at 
thp end of the flume at the north side 
of thp Bonnechel'e river. As noted 
aho\'e, l\h' Fr'ancis was a moving 
spÎ1'it. in t,hp organization of The Sons, 


It nd was also a prime mover in the 
institution of Renfr'ew's first hrass 
hand, and was one of its first players. 
Another of the pioneers of the '-to 
period was Hpnry Groves. He was It 
Dublin man, and a memher of the 
Duhlin cit:r patrol. He emigratpd to 
Canada, awl hecame one of the early 
settlers in Admaston, where lw fa,rm- 
ed for a time. Then he removed to 
Renfl'ew, and kept an hotel, which 
stood just south of where the Faich- 
ney-Thompson blacksmith shop then 
stood, where Dean's store now is. 
1Iany of this generation will remem- 
her his rough-cast huilding, with its 
Swiss cottage like verandah. This 
was hurned down 
ometime in the 
seventips. :\11' Groves had other 
property in the town, which for :\, 
long time hore his name, notahly that 
owned now hy l\fto Ja c". CaI'swpll, 
oppositp 1\11' S. )loffat's residencp. 
His only daughter heCIUIle the wife of 
the la'p Patrick Kelly, for many 
years the pl'oprietor of The British 
Hotel, and now is the wife of )Ir G. 
A. Becker, prop1'Ïptor of the same 
ho te 1. 
Anothe
' family which can fltirly hf> 
classed among the pioneers of Ren- 
frew, though not act ually settlers in 
the town till a later period, was that 
of Donahl Stewar't. He was a relative 
hy marriage of thf> James Stewart 
who had settled in Horton in 1830, 
and Donald and hi.. wife and five sons 
-John, Duncan, James, Donald and 
Pptf>r-and one daughter-now l\Irs 
David Farquhar'sou,-spent a few 
days with their Cousins Stewart on 
the Second Litw, when they first 
al'l'ived in Renfr'ew. The new settler 
had an pxcpllent offer made to him to 
remain in t.he growing village-a fine 
option on the property of 1\11' Saddler, 
-hut Donald did nut think that a 
town was a good place for the br'ing- 
ing up of growing- hoys : anti resolu
e- 
ly carried out his intention of settling 
on a fa,I'm. HI" went up into Admas- 
ton, anti for ten years remained on 
thp property which is now occupied 
hy Richard l\IunhalJ. Then he moved 
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nearer th
' to.vu: pur('hasing from 
\Vm. l\lontgomery the farm in Horton 
now occupied hy his son Duncan, for 
many years the Rpeve of the town- 
ship. The sons werp wont to te]J 
Ilwir fatht:'r tha.t he had made I\. III is- 
take in not accepting the offer to re- 
main in the village when he came to 
thp f'ountry fil'st. At all events, 
sevel'al of tht>rn moved on into towu 
and hu
iness life. .Tltmps anll Peter 
ha\'t:' heen prominent figures in the 
IlJel'c:mtile, municipal and educational 
circles of the town for many years. 
Another pioneer of the -to-50 pel'iod 
hitherto not spoken of was a F['ench- 
man, nampd in English. PeJaw. He 
lived down hy the river hank, ahout 
where the mills are. Mr David Bltrr 
rempmbers him well, through it 
personal incident. Down on 
the rivpr bank, helow the Pelaw 
rpsidpllce. grew wild plums. )f r 
Barr and a comrade-then in 
some dp51'pe embryo Single-Taxprs, 
-thoug-ht the plums were common 
property. )lr Pelaw had different 
i.leas. He thought propinquity marle 
ownership. The hoys went after the 
plums, and Pelaw then wpnt after the 
boys. Thpy had hut anI" way to get 
home without crossing his path. 
They stripped their clothes, tierl thpm 
to tht:'il' hacks, and swam the rivpr ilt 


Butternut Point. Hence 1\1r Barr 
has rpason to remember Pelaw. Hp 
was. as far as known, a s1idp, or flume- 
master fO[, Hon. Jas. Skead. 
Tht> notice of the death of James 
Stirling in Illinois, in another column 
of this issue, Iwings to view allnlh('r 
who if not a I'esidt:'nt of the villagf' in 
the late '40 pel'iod, was at least SOIllP- 
wh:tt. connpeted with it. He hili} 
come from La,narK county, amI car- 
l'ipd the mails through this section of 
cmmtl'Y. He starb,d at Bnnnechet'e 
Point, when> thp post officp was "kept 
hy the O'Neil family, and rode on 
horse hack to the post office which did 
duty for Renfrew. though it was sit- 
uated some miles from what is now 
the town. This was a.t Grepnlaw, the 
farm now occupied by 1\1[' Archihald 
Smith, but then owned hy ReJl'istrar 
J ames Morris, father of 1\lrs Georg-e 
Ross, of town, and of thp late Sheriff 
1\for1'Ïs. M I' Mon'is kept the post of- 
fice. and the pigeon-holes and safe 
huilt into the walls have never hepn 
rt:'moved. hut still are an interesting 
deeoration of l\fr Smith's home. 
From Grepnlaw, :\lr Stir1in
 rode on 
with the mail to thp \Vhite L'tke post 
office then presided over hy 1\lr Pa['is. 
From this point anothpl' cal'rier tJid 
duty in carrying the mail to and from 
By-town. 
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Before there wpre settlprs in RE'n- 
fl'E'w thpre wpre Indians encampE'd nt 
Golden Lakp. It is quite possihle 
ther'efOl'e that with the missionary 
zE'al whjch chamctel'izpd the pripsts of 
thp Roman Oatll.olic Church in seek- 
ing to Chl"istianize thp ahorigines, some 
Father of t.hat dE'nomination fir'st. lò:et 
foot in thp BonnE'chpre district of 
Renfrt'\\' county. But so fal' as the 
community now known as Renfl"ew is 
concer'ned, tht' crpdit of sending the 
fÌ1"
t IlJi
sional"y hplongs to the Metho- 
dist EpiscoJJals. At this latt' day it is 
not known just wha.t Iwong-ht Rev. 

Ir )Iaitland tù the parly spttlernent. 
hut it is thought that l\Jros l\1ayhew, 
Uloti)f'l' of l\h' Elkanah l\1aylww, our 
pl'pspnt citizen, was possihly rpsponsi- 
hit' f(w it. ShE' was a devotpd Illemhpr 
of that dpnomination : and shp had a 
son whom she desirell to have hap- 
tizl'(1. Thio;:. whpthel' it was thp 
motivp f(U" his eorning- 01' not, w
s one 
of tltp fil'st dutips of L\h )Ia,itla1)(1. He 
prp;whed in tht' log hal'n un the 
lc- 
Lpn n pl'opprty, thE'n t pnan tpd hy thp 
Ah,th f
mily. Hp camp a fpw tinws. 

llll was followell hy Rpvf'rt'1H.ls Man- 
ley, BE'al'ney, Stt'phpn Brownell, \V E'st, 
)Iëln
oll. Howp, \Yillial1l
, POIllProy. 
Spar"I'OW and )1astun. In ju
t what 
Yt'al"
 thc
e pionepr pl"eachprs journp}T- 
t.d to awl flO in thp district is not now 
definitPly l'pl1le1l1hpI"t't1. Prohahly 
Spar'l'ow and Maston at least camp 
aftl-' I" the l
bO pl'l'iod. w het'e Wt' are 
tll'a wi IIJ;{ a d i \'Ïsion in om' h ist odcal I'e- 
CIII'lI. It is in me 111 Ol'y . though, tha t 
I hI' spttlt"'I'S pl'orallely dl11.hed )fro 
81"0\\'111.'11, "BOanel"gt's." Hp 111l'ndt'd 
Louts illill hal'ne
s, and 
('t up fillw"r 


hoal'ds to guidp the wanderers 
through the forest, as well ItS 
preachpd to guide tht' settlers 
to a highE'r spiritual state. 
)11' 'Vest had a peculiarity. Hp had 
thp sight of one eye only, his wift' was 
similal'ly atflictE'd, and so was his dog. 
As far as can now hp gatherèd. 1\11' 
\V pst was the fil'St to make his re- 
sidpncp hel'p. He dwplt in a. littlt' 
house just on the south side of Smith's 
Crepk. His pI'edpcessOl's WprE' not re- 
g-ulal'ly statiOllPd, hut camp and wpnt, 
at first on foot and thpn on hOl'se- 
hack. Somptimps thE'Y preached in 
the 1\1cl.pan harn, at other times, when 
the weather was fav01'ahlt', in thp 
opt'n ail' ur in the woods. Thpn, when 
the fil'St, school-housp was huilt, out 
011 what is now Mr \Vm. Bar1"'s farm, 
that was utilizpd fOl' the sPl'vices. 
Later still, the amhition of a ehur'ch 
huil,ling of their own was indulgpd in. 
and lò:ome time in thp t'a1'1y 40" the 
ch,t'am hecamp a rpality. ThE' sitt' WHS 
dUllated hy Ml' Xaviel' Plannt, a.nd a 
log huilding, pel'haps 2-t-xBO fpt't in 
dim('nsions, was el"t'c.té'(l. ThE'I't' were 
no al"chi tpct U l'a I frills a.hout it. No 
susJJicion of a spirt', not evt>n a gothic 
touch to the windows. Spats wprt' of 
thp most primitivp description. Or';a- 
toric;al exct'lIpncp was not a st.I'iking 
featlll"t' of tht> ministrations of most of 
these pa1'ly pl'eacht'l's so fal' as is now 
recollected. Eal'uest ilnd vigoruus 
t Iwy wprp, hht mostly unlt'ttpl'el1. 
As has hpf'n nott'd, I hE'st> pi01lPel' 
missional'it's wcr'p of thp Episcopal 
hranch of t.he )[ethol1Ïst family. The 
\Vpslpyans sent their first t'ppl'pspn- 
latin' ill 11-;:>1; :1.1)(1 ('onspquentJy thpy 
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do tlut, fiwl reco
niLiou in tlw Fil,
t 
Division of tlw History. 
It lIIay ht' t:lkt'n fOl' gl'anted that a 
cOlllnHmil y in which the Scoteh were 
fl'OIll the stilJ't êl cun
ider'ahle factOl', 
was not long in seeking- for thp means 
of gl'acp through a PreshytE'rian chan- 
nf'l. In thost' days. it wou1tl prohahly 
go hal'der with a g-ood sturdy old 
Scotchman to have his childrt:>n christ- 
Plwd hy a LVlethm1ist than it would to- 
day. The divisions then 
epmetl 
gr'eatE'I'. But with tlw yonngpr men, 
pven then, therp was a dpg-I'ee of lihpl'- 
ality. 
h- Helll'y Airth. theu Jnnior 
hut now Spnior, did not hpsitate to 
ha\'e his two plrlest chil111'en haptizpd 
hy thE' Methodist, Rt:>v. 1\11'. )!anson. 
StilI, Prt:>shytpr-ian ('ler
ymen. had 
apl-wared in Rpnfrf'w in the early 30'
. 
Tht:> fil'St was Rev. 1\11' Kpal'ns, who 
visitf'd tht:> faruilips in thpir hornE's. 
He rna.dp êl ft:>w vi<;its during a ypar' or' 
so. Tlwn, foJ' a time, Rpv. Mr Fair'- 
hairn, t.ht:> Ramsay ministpl', eame oc- 
ca'5ionally to vi
it thl:' ppoplp. And in 
connE'ctiol1 with his coming, thprp oc- 
curl'pd onp of tlw I:'al'ly awl mpmor'- 
ahlt' tt'agt'llies of tlw di
tl'Ìct. It was 
proha,hly ahout tlw ypar 18:-J5 that the 
Ju-'ople werE' g-oing- to Ult't:>t with Ml' 
Fairhairn at John Fislwr'
 on the 
sOIlth !'ille of the :\ladawask;l, nE'llr 
Burn
tnwn. Those 011 thp north side 
\\'pnt acr'os
 in canol's. A numhpr 
had saft'ly cr'ossl'l1 thf'swiftly-swil'ling 
\\'atel'
 at that point, on this as on 
fOl'lIH'r occao;;ions; hut tht:> canoe con- 
tainiug John i\IcNah (known as Anch- 
es'mn McNah), John Stewart (fatht:>l' 
of the late "Chnrchfield John,") and 
the hlacksmith McAl,thUl' with hi
 
two chililren, capsizpd. :\IcArthUl' 
managed to swim ashore with one 
dliltl. l,nt l\IcNah, Stewart :Lnd the 
othel' child WE'I'e all swept ,lown hy 
the Clll'rpnt and ùI'owapd. For' many 
days the neighhors "dl'agg-pd" thE' 
watpl'S ti1l the hodies wel'e found. 
Ahout UHU, t1w "Old Kir,k" Preshy- 
tpl'ians of the neighhor'hood-or' the 
mE'mhers of lhE' "Prt:>shyt
rian Chm'ch 
ill Canada in connE'ction with the 
Chlll'ch of Scotland"-felt strong 


pnough to eall a lIlinistpl', in counpc- 
tiou wi t h Ot).pl' mOl'e forward spcLiom
. 
PakpuhallJ, Turholton, Horton and 
McNah unitptl in a call to RE'v. Alex. 
l\Ianu, and he accpptl:'lI tht' char'g-e of 
the widely scattel'ed congregation. 
The first time he came to preach in 
this p
tl't of his field his church was 
the hOinp of Angus 1\IcNah, a mile or 
so ulll,th of Burnstown. For ahout 
a ypal' he pI'cached in the private 
housps of the congl"egation, ëlnd in 
18-U the decision was l'eachpd to 
tmild the chm'ch at "Canaan" on the 
Second Line, ahout mid way ht:>twE'pn 
thp points which aftPl'wal'ds hpcame 
Bm'nstown and Henfrpw. ,l\Iost of 
the work of construction was clonE' 
voluut:u'ily hy the young ll1Pll of the 
congl't:>gation. who tUl'ned out with 
thpÍl' axps and sidpù tlw logos and 
aftprwal'(ls el'ected them. This 
chm'ch huilding, likp the i\L E. edifice 
at Renfl'ew, was of the plainpst char- 
act('l', aud tht' )w\\'s Wf'l"e hack-Ipss 
IWllches. madp out of a plank set on 
hlucks sawu ft-um the trE'e with a 
cross,cut. saw. In thif', the Pl'eshy- 
tprians uf HOl'tuU awl l\I(' N ah wor- 
shipppd togethpl' till 18!7. By that 
tilllt:'. Renfrew was dp\'ploping into a 
villagp, and thp pruposition was 
madp to pr'E'ct ;l church in the 
ceutl'c of population. Of that matter 
thprp ar'E' somE' intpresting rpcm'ds, 
which will do for anotlwl' chaplE'r. 


In the prpviolls chaptPl', it, was 
re(,(>1'd(,11 that the Prpshytpl'ians I i \ling- 
Iwar what is now Rpnfl'ew Ilpcidl'd on 
huilding a church for' themseh.p
. 
under' tllP ministration of RE'v. Dr'. 
:\[ann, in 18-t7. TIIP suhscription list 
cil'culated for thi
 plU'pOSC has heE'n 
pI'eSf'I'vpl1 hy l\Ir Rolwl't l\lcLarpn, and 
cont.ains the infOl'mation that \Vt:> had 
hithel'to not come aCI'OSS, t:>ither in 
docunwnt m' hy lwarsay, that. ht'fore 
RenfrE'w ht'camp Renfr'ew it was 
known as Rpnfr'ew\'iIle. Tlw suh- 
scription list ran as follows-we 
omit the amounts snhscl'ihpd which 
\VerI' in pounds, shillings and ppIlCt:>,- 
and which tot.aHE'd lip SOlnE' .t:132:- 
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\Ve, the undersigned, do hereby agree 
and bind ourselves to pay the sums 
attached to our respective names, for the 
purpose of erecting a church in connec- 
tion with the Church of ScoUand, at 
Renfrewville, in Horton, which sums we 
promise to pay to Robert MacIntyre, 
merchant, Renfrewville, or to John 
:McRae, grain mills, collectors, on or 
before the first day of :\Iarch, 1847: 
Henry Airth, sr. Robert MacIntyre 
Duncan Ferguson \Villiam Dickson 
Thomson&Faichnie .John 
lcRae 
D. Duncan Ferguson Donald Stewart 
Gregor :\'IcIntyre James Stewart 
James 
IcLaren Dadrl Barr 
Dadrl :\IcQuitty David Airth 
.Jolm :\IcIntyre .John Robertson 
.John Ser
on Robert Sarlrller 
Donald \Yatt Duncan McIntyre 
George BI'yson A friend 
.John :\lcXab Samp.;;on Coumbs 
John Forrest Alexanrler Fraser 
Joseph McQuitty .Joseph Flint 
Elliott .John!ooton Ålltoine Bosheau 
.John :\lcInnes James Morris 
\VillÏ;uu .Jamieson .John Thomson 
Robinson Lyon George Lyon 
\V illiam :\Iorris D. F. :\IcLnren 
Å friend D. McLachlin 
E. McGilh-ery Scott Tyre 
Geo. H. Wheeler \Villiam Lymant 
\Villiam Gemmill .John :\Iillar 
D. & A. B. Stewart A frienrl 
Arch. :\lcFarlane \Vm. Thornp
on 
T.E. Woorlherry&Co C. Bryson 
Cacoun & Cross Bl'yson & Ferriers 
A frienrl John Boyd 
Robert Smith Thomas Byers 
.James :McConeghy Duncan Campbell 
Thomson & Cameron Elias l\Ioore 
Rohert King Peter )IcGregor 
.John Sutherland Dadd Leckie 
Smith Coleman \Villiam Forbes 
Arch. Henrlerson Henry Airth, Jr. 
\Villiam Forrest Alex. :McNee 
Ross & Brown D. Blane. 
The list, as wi1l he seen hy its tprm
. 
was largely in the hands of the late 
Rohert l\1èu:lntyre, merchant. and so 
it includes suhscriptions not only 
from l'esidt:'nts of thE' neighhorhood 
itself; hut also fr'om wholesa,le firms 
from whom l\Ir MacIntyrE' pm'chased 
goods. a nd from farmE'rs and others 
in outlying distr'icts who pm'chased 
from him. AllothE'r' rE'velation of the 
'-\uhsf'l"iption list is that we h:t\-e 


hithf'l'to omitted fl"OUl om' list of 
piOnE'el'S of the 1810-1830 period, the 
late John 
IcR<te. This is p;u,tly ac- 
eounted for from thE' fact that at first 
his mills wer'E' 011 Farquharson's Creek. 
and not in the village itself till some- 
time ahout the 1830 p
liod, or even 
later'. A chapter on the early Mills 
of Rt:'nfrew will dt:'al with this more 
fully. 
Bpsides the contrihutions fr'om the 
congregation and thpil" fl'iends in this 
countr'y, the par'ent church.-the 
Chm'ch of ScotIand-gl'antt:'d B30 to 
the constr"uction of the edifice. 
\Yhen the pr'esent stOJ)p church of 
St. ArHh'ew's was huilt in 188a. tlIP 
fil'st chut'ch. hllilt in 18-17, was tor'n 
down to make way for the nE'w. 
'Vhen it was heing torn down, The 
l\Iercury contained the following dE'- 
scription; the IllitUP1'S of histor'y he- 
ing then fl'eshel' in IHPlllory: and we 
incOl'pOl'ate in this more per"maDent 
rpcOl'd the story t here told :- 
THE OLD C'Hl'R('H. 
Preyious to the 1ll00"ement for huilcling' a 
church in the yillage, the Preshyterians of 
this place and large surrounding rlistrict 
were dependent upon occasional sen-ices 
under Rev. :\1r (now Rev. Dr.) Mann, of 
Pakenham; the place of worship being in 
the town:..hip of :\lcXah. 
The church site in this village wa,s se- 
cured from :\1 r X. Plaunt, in .May, IH-!-(}. 
The following were the Trustees named in 
the Deed: Henry Airth. sr., .John :.\leXah, 
Roht. McIntyre, Henry Airth, .;r., Mat- 
thew Anderson, Roht. R. Smith, Alexander 
Fraser, .James :\IcLaren, .John .McRae, 
.John Camphell, Archihald Henderson, 
\\r m . .Jamieson, and .James .l\Iorris. The 
site cumprises three-quarters of an acre. 
The price paid wa:.. nominally fi'"e shill- 
ing's, hut in reality the land was a dona- 
tion from l\'Ir Plaunt. It may not Iw in- 
appropriate to mention here that this was 
not by any means the only instance of the 
liherality rlisplayed by 1\Ir Plaunt towards 
promoting the religious and educational 
interests of the village: as he also c1ona- 
ten the sites for the Catholic Church. for 
the Free Chm'ch, and for the first school- 
house in the yillage of Renfre\\. 
Pl'eparations for building the church 
were begun from the time of pm'chasing 
the :..ite; hut though sufficiently adn\ncl'fl 
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to be occupied for serdce hy 1K;)I. it was 
lIot fi n i
hctl alii 1 !'l'g'lllad.r scat I'll t ill U:;;-
L 
Tht' IlIliltlillg' "a
 a, CI'Y ..ulostantial IIUt', 
and did cn'tlit tu the thorough" orkmall- 
ship of the old-time mechanics. 'I'IH' 
mason work was done hy Donalll Mc- 
(Juan)', a resident of the old !-.cttlement 
of l{am
ay; the plastering, hy .John 
\\'allace; the wiJHlow sa<.;hcs, hy Geo. 
Drown, father of .:vIr Ale),.. Bl'tm n, of 
AdnHlston; the roofing', hy Donald Stew- 
art, eldest hrother of :\lr.J. R. Stewart; 
and the ..eating hy JOIlll Burns. The 
stone employed in the construction wa.. 
Henfrew granite, -!.\lessrs Andrew allll 
.Tames Kerr, of Horton, quarrying it fl'Olll 
t he rock. 
The Church Committee uf l\lanageulent 
for 1850, the year in "hich urohahly the 
greater portion of the construction wa.. 
accomplishcd,-consisted of .James Mc- 
Laren, \Vlll. Dicko.;on, Henry Airth, jr., 
amI Thus. Knight, of Horton; John :\lar- 
tin, \\Tilliam l\lorris, Peter l\lcGregor and 
John Fisher, of l\lcXab; .Joseph Taylor 
and Alexander McXie, of Bagot; and 

\rchihald Patterson and Peter Campbell, 
of Admaston. 
The first Pastor was the He\". Geo. 
TlwUlsun, who hegan to ol1iciate regularly 
in Oct., 1851, and continued in the minis- 
try till his death on Dec. :Ust, 1870. After 
a few months' interntl, he was succee(led 
hy the present esteemed Pastor, tIll' He,". 
1:. Camphell. 
'1'0 many of the present genuration, who 
see the stone for the new church hrought 
from Sand Point hy railway, it will seem 
scarcely credible that only thirty years 
ago the stone for the olrl church was 
dra" n to the building site 011 ,ehicles of 
so primiti\'e a style of construction that 
the \\ heels, instead of heing made with 
spnke
, \\ ere fashionell out of solid pine, 
1\lr D. Barr rt'meUlher!-. !-.eeing' many a 
load drawn for the church hy his father, 
in carts of this description. 
The only member of the original Build- 
ing COUlmittee, \\ ho is upon the prescnt 
one, is Henry Airth, Esq. He was put 
upun the lirst as a young' and acti,.c 
memher: his serdces are desired upon 
the last on account of his matun-d e),.peri- 
cnCl-; Iln illustration. to himself and 
others of the fact" how time flies." FroUl 
TIll' :\h-]'('IlI"y, April 1;
, lKH:t 


(Compiled by Hc,'. 1'. T. Ityan, P.P.) 
The Reverend John .McNulty, who 
hecamC' Parish-Priest of l\Iount St. 
PahiC'k in 18-12, attended Renfrew as 
a Mission, saying m
tss hpre every 
three months. As his tC'I'J'itory com- 
prised nearly thp whole of thC' County 
of Renfrl'w and a goodly pOl'tion of 
Lanark, it is not surprising that his 
visits to anyone place were few and 
far hetwepn. The house that sel'\'ed 
as a chapel was the rpsidpnce of 1\11- 
James O'Connor, at present the BI'pn- 
nan store. Mass was genpl'ally 
served hy the late 1\Ir Patrick Devinp. 
'Vhen a pastoral visit took placp, 
this house could not contain the 
cl'owd : so that, on such occasions, 
service was held at thp Alhion Hotel, 
now occupied hy Mr Robert GI'aham, 
hut of which, at that time, l\Ir Xavier 
Plante was proprietor. It was on one 
of these occasions, that High Mass 
was sung for the fil'St timp in Rpn- 
frew, tlw choir heing composed solely 
of 1\11' 1\1. Brousseau, fathel' of 1\Ir- 
John Brousseau. 
Ah'C'arly, in Father 1\Ic
ulty's time, 
ahout I
H a church of ahout ßOxBO 
was el'ected hy the people of RC'nfrpw. 
which howe\'er was not completed or 
occupied fOl' wOl'ship in his timp. 
Fathel' McNulty lpft U}('3e parts in 
11-;32, anù entered the ùiocpse of To- 
ronto. Later on he went to thp diocesp 
of Ham il ton, and I'et ired in his old 
age to an asylum ut Dundas. There 
he died some fifteen y('ars ago. 
Bishop Gl1igups madp a pastOl'al 
visit to Renfrew in lR-t9, saying mass 
at 1\11' Plante's. 
The relations hetween Mount St. 
Patl'iC'k and Rpnfrew were now chang- 
ed; the latter hecoming the Parish, 
and the former a Mission. Re,,'. 
Joseph Bouvier was appointed firet 
Pal'ish PI'iest of Renfrew, and en tN'ed 
upon his ùuties in the sprinl! of l
j2. 
FI'om the history of the Ecclesiastical 
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Pl'o,,-ince of Ottawa, we find that 
Bishop Guigut's made a pastoral vi'3i\- 
early in 185:2, and wrote of Renfrew as 
followlt :-" For,ty-five families nttend 
t he church at Renfl'ew. Since last 
year the people have madp etfOl'ts to 
put the church into hett,pr shape. 
The viilage is already of considerahle 
size. It would he a good place for a 
priest." No douht the result of the 
fOl'egoing was the appoinment of Rev. 
Joseph Bouvier. Father Bouvier was 
ordained in 1849, and hefore comin
 
to Renfl'ew had heen parish-priest at 
POl.tage-d u- Fort. 
The fir
t Parish Register was kept 
hy Father Bouvipr. It is endorsed :- 
" Registt:>l, of Baptisms, .Maniages and 
Burials for the Missions of St. Francis 
Xaviel' of Renfl'E'W and of Mount St. 
Patriek, St. Pptel', of Snake River, 
Sand Point. etc." The first entry in 
the Registel' is a haptism in .March, 
1832. Father Bouvier"s first care was 
to complete I he chur('h started in 
Fal he)' :\1 eN n lI.y's ti llIe. There is no 


record of the dedication uf Hpllfl'ew's 
first Catholic temple. In 183:-J, on 
March 4th, Bishop Guigues was in 
Renfrew, accompanied hy Fa.ther 
Malloy, and hlessed a hell for the 
lately completed chUl'ch. It is the 
smaller of the two hells that arp now 
in the helfry of thE' present chm'cb. 
In his remarks on this dsit, bis LOl'd- 
ship Wl'ote :-" Thel'p is a grea.t 
chan
e in Renfrew. The preshytPl'y 
is terminated, the helfl'y is finished. 
the church put into good shape. All 
this speaks well for the peuple, and 
particularly for Father Bouvier, who 
has put his own s:t,,-in
s into the wOl'k 
and, besides. collected 
-t() amon
 
the raftsmen." The preshytery men- 
tioned WfiS mE'rely a prolongation of 
tht:' Chlll'ch, not a separate construc- 
tion. On Decemher 11th, IH3:1, the 
Stations of the C)'oss were erected in 
Rt'nfl't:'w church. Fathpl' Bouvier 
used to attend Al'lIPl'ior from Renfrpw. 
In l\Ial'ch, IS3.!, Father Bondel' was 
transfpr!'ed to Porta
e-dn-Fort. 
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THE FIRST PFHI.IC SCHOOL HOUSE ERECTED IN THI<; 
LIMITS OF RENFREW. 


THE EARLY SCHOOLS. 


A community in which the piolH.'prs 
were largply SeotchlllPn could he 
('ountt'll on to look out fOJ' thp llH:'ans 
of education almost as quickly as for 
the means of gl'acr->. In the pionl'pr 
homes thp two gpttings wpnt togeth- 
PI' : for t1w childrpn of tilt:' 
Ait,th familv Ipal'npd to l'pad 
hy HhHlying tlll'TpstanH:'nt at night, 
and rpading a!oud. verse ahout. They 
had it papPI' now and again fl'om thp 
oltl C'ountry: hut postage wa.s exppn- 
sive. ;lIld the papers were ft'w. 1\1 a- 
vt'J"S Sppl1in
 Book was t hp only 
\'oIUIIH' approaching a text..hook. It 
wa.. ahout IHaj that tlw spttlPl'!'; \Vf'l'P 
strong pnough in numlwrs anll ("01U'- 
ag-p to attplllpt to foulid it school. A 
"Spction" W<lS OJ'ganizPI1. with Dr. 
.John 
Ic
ah, Sel'
t,. Ail'th alill 1'hos. 
('ostpllo as trustpps. Thpy choose 
f)nnC'an Ferguson as tll<' fh'st tpaf'llPr'. 
lip was tllPli a young man of 18 or' In, 
allll had comt' from D['ummont1, with 
tlw tidp ofpmi
I'ation f['olll that dis- 


tl'ict. of LanaT'k. Hp rpcei \'(.d :t salary 
of :t-tO a year f['om the peopl,': aUll 
this was supplellwntt'd hy a grant 
fr'om the Government. He hmu'ded 
with the Gihhons anel 
Iayhew famil- 
ip!'õ. The school house was of sidpd 
plm logs, and was huilt on tilE' side of 
what :s IlOW Uw Eal'r farm. np
u' 
wlw['e it joins thp )fartin farm. 
Tlw scholarH numhered 2.j 
or an. l\h Ferguson \Vas corsiderpd a 
good tea.cher hy the people, and also 
received favorahle rppor't from Rpv. 
DI'. Ma.nn, who was I-'xaminp[' of Uw 
schools of the district at that pel'ioll. 
:\11' FpJ'gu
on taught for ahont two 
ypal'
, :lIHl tllf'n g1L\'l' plal'(' in JIIIIP, 
lR:'fi, to .John 
lcrnt,YI.p, who wa
 
a hl'otht-r of tllP Gl'eg.u' :\lclntyl'f' who 
as Pl'eviously notpd had walked the 
-to miles ëI Ilay, looking fOJ' ëI llPttt'l' 
land than that of Rt'nfl'ew, anl1 could 
1I0t find it. Hf' taught fot, SP\"Pl'al YP:lI'S 
in this old elm school. At tlw S:tIllP 
t it.H-'. l\h Fp['gllson was also tt';wh i ng-. 
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TIU' villagt:> hall heen growing, and 
he thought that hp coulll do hettpr for 
himself in the centre of population. 
So he el'ected a little huilding near the 
nor.th end of what is now the Domin- 
ion House. and tauKht in this for some 
ypars: ch:u'ging each schohr a fee. 
But when John :\IcIntyre r'plinquished 
his post as tt:>acher to take Ul-' clel'king 
in tlw storp of Rohert )IcIntyrt>, l\Ir' 
Fprguson gavt:> up his pl'Ïvate school 
and went hack to tpach in the old lo
 
huilding on the Barl' fal'm. Not only 
did he teach in the day tinlP. hut he 
also foundt:>d a night school for the 
henefit of the fiu'mt:>r lads and lassiPs 
who WP1'f' nf'edt'd at home in the day- 
time to assist in the arduous lahors of 
the pioneer fal'm
. But the 
eally singing school put an t:>Ull to the 
night school: Pl'ohahly some time 
in IRIS. Thel'e were not young 
people enough to keep both night 
school and singing schoól going. So 
the rnattf'l' was put to a vote: and the 
majority favorpd the music class, led 
hy ArchihaJd Thomson. And thus 
the night school came to an t'nll fOl' 
that season; and OIU' historians have 
no recollection of it st:tt,ting again. 
Population continued to incl'ease. 
and the viUagl
 chihh'en found it in- 
con\Tenient to walk out the two miles 


to the school house on the Barr farm. 
Hpnce a huilding nwre centr'ally situ- 
ated was projectpd. For a time, a 
two-storey log huilding, \\, hich had 
he en huilt hy J. L. l\IcDougall as a 
pOl'k warehouse, npar the hotel on the 
Beauchamp pl"Opel'ly (then kept by 
Lawrence O'Rielly). was utilized for 
school purposps : and Uw teacher was 
ont:> 
lcD()ugall, not a relative of John 
Lorn. hut a Scotchman fl'om Beck- 
with, anù particular'ly noted from his 
pl'oclivities as a horsem:tn. He taught 
for It ye;tr or so, in or ahout lRlû so far 
as can now hp ascertained, and was 
followed hy Robert Rule \Vilson, a 
somewhat notahle and wPll educated 
character. Not only wa'iJ thel'e a new 
tpllcher at this ppriod, hut It new 
school as well. )11' X. Plaunt donated 
thE' l:ll1ll, and what was known 
for many years as the 
Grammar School was erected. It 
stands in WOl in rear of the residencE' 
of Mr. .M. Stafford, on Plaunt street. 
It was as tht:> picture shows, a log 
huilding: and )!pssrs Hem'y and 
DaNi,1 Air.th wer'p two of thE' corner- 
mE'n. 


These then w(>('e thp schools and 
teadlprs of Renfrew up to ISjO, a 
dividing point in our Story. 
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THE EARLY l\tIILLS. 


As was note(1 in an earlier portion 
of the Story, the pioneers of this sec- 
tion ha.d to go to Pendel'l!ra
t's on tlw 
Quehec sid
 of thp Ottawa, with theil' 
"gri
ts." A small pl'opm't ion Wf'llt 
ovel' from Ca
tleford in canoes, hut 
Uw grpat er portion of th
 
grain was taken over hy 
sleigh: and 
omt> times, when the ice 
fOl'm
d latpr tha,n was exppcted, the 
familips had to go on ShOl't rations. 
The i\IcNa,b people, and even some of 
those in Horton, went to Hal'\'ey'
 
mill at Pakenh:un. Before 18

-J, Capt. 
Bpll sta,l'ted a mill at CitstlefOl'd, 
even better known ItS the .. Fil'st 
Chute"; lrd som
how it wa
 nevpr 
v
ry successful. There always s
em- 
ed to he pa,tching nf>cessary; tlw dõ-tm 
was continually giving way; and the 
stones were smaJI and slow. It was 
a,hout 18:
3 or 1831 that two hachelor's 
-one John l\Iilll'r, a mill-\ni
ht hy 
tl,.tdl'; and James Carmichael, a mil- 
lel'-built, a gl'ist mill of sided ash and 
elm logs, on a liUll' dam on Hurd's 
Oreek, thpn McLean's Cl'eek, and now 
known as Smith's Crpek. SPI'gt. 
Ail'th, wishing to p
l'petu:ttf' some as- 
sociation of his hOllw in the old land, 
had sought to call the Creek" Kelvin," 
hut this name did not adhere. The 
settlers pl'
ferred to call it Hl1I'd's: 
because lumhel'man Hlll'd had cut a 
" hpp linl''' road from tl1P Flat Rapids 


at J. B. Gi hhon
' to the La,ke; al\ll HO 
the lake hpcaml' "Hul'(l's," and the 
creek flowing fl'om it to tlw Bonnp- 
cher
 at Rpnfrt'w was HUI'd'
 Cl'eek. 
In lat
r yl'ars, it was known as 
"l\[cLean's" and" Smith's," heca\H,p it 
ran lal'gely through lands owned hy 
these pal,ties. l\IiIl
r and Carmichael 
ran the mill for some yt'ars. Then 
Miller sold it to on
 Tait, who came 
fl'om the 'Vest Indies, and IlrrÍvpd in 
this npighhorhood with Pptt:'l' l\[orri
. 
Eventually it ft.ll into l\h .Morl'is' 
hit,mIs, and tIlt' late John 1\1 cRae came 
to i'un the mill for him. Later on. 
the estahlishment hecame .i\h l\1c- 
Ral"
 own; and he did a thriving 
husiness, until the esta.hlishment of 
tilt' l\1cDougaU mill at. the "Second 
Uhnte" (now the fa.lIs of the Bonne- 
chel'
 in Rl'nfl'ew town): and:t yeal" 
01" two aftPI'witl'ds, l\h l\1cRae also 
moved into the town; hut thest:' mills 
in the town were not fuunded until 
aftel' the lS30 pel'iod. In the eal'ly 
pel'Ïod, pl'ohahly t'onClU'I'('nt with the 
estahlishmt'nt of the Miller and Car- 
micha
l mill. thel'f' wel'e gl'Ïsting 
s- 
tahlishments. with which th
 f<ll'IUPI'S 
in Horton and McNah tratlpd more or 
less, at Hnht)f'Il',3 Falls, the Rochester 
mills on the Mada witska R.t Burn
- 
town, thp Pal'Ïs mill at 'Vhitp Lakp, 
and one in Al'nprÏOl". 
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THE EARLY LUMBERERS. 


As has been said hefOl'e, it was hlln- 
her which lH'onght tllP white man up 
tl1P Bonneclwre. Most of those who 
han> hpen referrel1 to earlier were the 
WOI'k ing UlPIl or small johlwrs, who 
C:lIlIe for lumher awl stayed to till 
the laml or take lip other occupations. 
Among tho<;e who were really pioneer 
lllm"ernwn in the district wpre the 
Co1ton
-Hir'am. Chal'les :nul Rolwrt ; 
and these took out thpÏI' logs chiefly 
in the land ahollt thp. Pinnacle. III 
18-2û, three rafts were taken out for' 
the Coltons and laid on Clear Point 
by Br'unt'tte, Elias 
Ioor'e allll Jospph 
i\IaylH'w. Dpwpy was anot hPl' of IIIP 


eal.ly lumhermen of this section; and 
the l\IcDonallls-Alexander, Samuel 
and Paul-who camp fr'om Glen
;u'ry 
and settled at Sanel Point, were others 
of tile lllmhel'ing pioneers. TlwÏt' 
"I'other ROl'y came later on. Captain 
Bell in lS2ï had taken up property at 
Oast1eforcl and huilt a small saw-mill 
thel'p. To Iwa lUlllhel'man, in those 
clays, was the supl'pmest height to 
which hllsinl"ss amhition could aspire. 
The slt:t:tll hoys of that l1ay playpcl 
"Iumhpl'mall" with the s:tme zest anll 
earnestnes"l that the small hoy of 
mOllern times pl11YS "cÏt'cus" 01' rail- 
way consll'lH"tOl'. 


EARLY MARRIAGES. 


The fÌl'st Renfl'pw man to he mar- 
ried was probahly Antoine Bp:tu, 
clump. He wao;; united to 
Ltrg:tret 

IcL'lrpn, of l\IcNah, and formel'ly of 
Perthshir't'. This cel'emony took 
pla('e in Ottawa. John Berlanguet 
was a close second, if not tht' fil'St. 
He was mal.ripd to Bessie H:llstead: 
the ceremony heing perfOl'med at 
CastlefOl'ù hy Capt. Bell, who, as a 
magistl'ate, was alithOl'ized to offici- 
att'. 
The fil'St marriage in which hoth the 
pal,ties wert> of the youngPl' genel'a- 
tion of Renfrewites Was that of Angus 
McInnes and Elizabeth (Lizzie) Ail'th. 
This was in lS3:J, and t hey, too, were 
married hy Capt.Bell. 
h' Alex (hach- 
elm' Sandy) Stewart was groomslllall 
and Jessie For'rest (afterwards l\Irs 
L,lwrpnce Naismith) was hl'ide
maid. 


They drove hack from Uastleford in 
two rigs. or' t I'ainneaus: and their 
hOUle-coming was ct'lebl'ated hy the 
fil'ing off of powder and tlw gidng of 
a dance. 


Prohahly t,he first to he ma1'l'iecl 
in the town itself, or in what 
i
 now the town, and hy a min- 
iSt
I' inst.ead of by a magi&trate, w
re 
Diwicl Barr (father of 1\1r DI'I vid Barr. 
of to-day), and Agll
s Airth. This was 
about a yeal' latt>r than tlJt' l\Iclnne
 
wedding; and thE' clergyman who 
perfOl'med the ceremony was the 
Rev. Burney, the fir'st of the Method- 
ist miE'sional"Íes. They were married 
in the Airth homestpa,cl. near where 

ll' D. Airth's stone house now is; 
and :\h' Rarntwl FOI'I't:'st was the" lwst 
Inan. .. 
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EARLY POSTAL FACILITIES. 


Tlw first post office in this vicinity 
seems to havp been kept hy Capt. B(>II, 
at Castlpford, or the First Chute. It 
was most prohahly sp!'ved from Perth 
hy horsehack rider. Our historians 
h:1.\'e no very l1istinct l'pcollecLion of 
the date of the founding of the office 
at this point, hut think that it must 
have hepn ahout 1830. For many 
years it was the only office: hut ahout 
UHO another office WitS openell ahout 
half-way hetwppn what are now Rpn- 
fr'pw town and Bl1l'nstown village. all 
the farm to day known as GI'pt'nlaw 
and occupiell hy 
h Archihal<l Smith, 
anll which in those days was occupipcl 


hy Jame<; 
IOl'ri
, registral' and post- 
mastpr, anll aftel'\val'ds shpriff, and 
fathel' of 
Irs Geo. Ross. still it l't-'si- 
dpnt of Rpnfrew. Thl' office in its 
parly days wa" known ao; 
lcNah Post 
Office: <tnll fOl' a long tel'm of year<; 
1\h Rohel't Htpw;u.t, faLhpr of l\h- R. 
1\1. Stewal't, now of Renfl'ew, cal'l'ipd 
the mail fr'om Castlpford to )IcNah, 
and so eëtrlWd UlP tith', which yf't 
lingel's, of "Post Roh," It was not 
until aftel' lR;jO that an office was 
opelwd in Rpnfr"'w itself. So that 
Capt. Bellltnd Registl'1U' 1\1ol'l'is wel'e 
the only postma
ters neal' Rpnfrew up 
to that half-centUl'y PPI'ÎOlI. 


EARLY MU
ICIPAL AFFAIRS. 


A<; our historians wel'P hut youths 
in t ho!"p days, and tlH'I'pfm'p d ill not 
take a vpry strong intpI'pst in muni- 
cipal matteI'S, anll the first minute 
hook of HOl'ton ap
mrpntly 1m::; disap- 
ppllJ'pd, it is founJ difficult to gpt any 
definitp pal,ticulars of the early muni- 
cipal liff' of tIlt:' town when it was 
still in township form. Before> it as- 
sumpc1 sppal'atp township pxistencp, 
inòppd, it had I'PPI'PSPIÜation in the 
Bathurst District Council, sitting at 
Pel,th. Sergeant Ail,th was the fil'st 
rppI'esentativp to he electpd hy Hor- 
ton. He sat for' many years, and was 
followed hy John Lor'n 1\lc Dougall , 
father of tlw pl'espnt Auditor-General. 
r t is also t hongh t that t hI' la,tp Thom- 


as Costello \Vas 1t District Councillor. 
H(' c('rtainly took 1t prominent pal't 
in many lllunieipal atfair
 in t ho1';(> 
('arly days. Ahout 1819 or' l
jO. tIll' 
townships of HOl'ton and Ross wPl'e 
Ol'ganized a
 a municipality. At this 
pel'iod thel'p is smue don ht of thp 
]JcI'o'wnel of the fil'st Council. But it 
is pl'ohahlp that thosp plectecl W(,I'I' 
Rmh'l'ick RoE's :mll om"' of Uw 1\Ic- 
L;tl'en'
-hut whethpr James, John or 
Dugald, there is some difference of 
opinion-of Ross Township: and John 
BI1l'weJ], J. L. l\IcDougall and I>r'. John 

IcN1th, of HOl'toU. [n those da,ys 
the head of the Council was ehospn 
not hy vote of thp people hl! t 
hy tlw I'hoi('p of till' nH'ruhpI'
 of Ow 
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Council: and in this fh'st Council, 
)11' John Burwell. though the young- 
est membet'. was the choice for first 
Reev
 of HOl'ton and Ross. In the 
course of a ye
r or two, Ross dropped 
out of the union, and then fot, a few 
yeiu's, Horton carried on its husiness 
alone. In those days not only th
 
Councillors hut the Clerk, Assessor and 
CollectOl' were elpct
d by popular vote. 
1'11' Duncan Ferguson, the tf'acher, was 
fir'
t. e:ected Clerk. But there was a 
little pull hetwef'll the two sides of 
the I'iver', and a,t it subseqnent elec- 
tion, the nOl,th siders succeeded in 
electing thpir candidate. l\Ir Jas. 
Johnston, father of Mr John Johnston 
of to-day. l\Ir' Johnston occupied the 
post for many years, with a hl'eak of 
on(:' year wh(:'n Rohel't Rule \ViI- 
son. the I:,t-'aclwr. was elected. 


Refpl'l'illg to oUl' Notps of last w(:'ek, 


l'egan1ing the eal'ly 1l1l1I1icipal histot'y, 
l\h- \V. N. Faichm.y tells us that he 
was one of the Distl'ict Councillors 
sent hy the township to thp CO\Hwi! 
at Perth: and 
h John Johnston tells 
us that the tÌ1'st minute hook of thp 
township-now missing-went astray 
in till' yeal' in which R. R. \Vilsull 
was CIf'I'k. At all e\.ent.., it did not 
come intI' M
' James Johnston's hands 
when he succef'dpd l\Ir' \Vilson, and 
the idea a t that time was that thp 
pl'ocee(lings of the ypar hllll hef'n 
o 
il'l.pgulal' that it was desirpd that 
thel'p shollhl he no rf'cord of thpm. 
l\h- Johnston also t.f'II
 us that it was 
J ohn .McL
\'l'en, of Ro;:;s, who \VaN 
elected Ollf' of tiw fil'st Councillor's of 
the unitell townships of Hot,ton and 
Ross ItrHl that this was in tht' YP;U' 
Ism: :\It- Jits. Johnston having hel'n 
electpil Clel'k hy pOJJula l' votp at the 
end of l
-tK 
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THE SURVEY OF HORTON TOWNSHIP. 


1\11' Tinswood Burton, a mltive of 
Horton Township, and employed in 
the Departnwnt of Puhlic \VOl'ks of 
Ontario, has heen folio wing- the Stor'y 
of Renfrew wiLh interest. Delving- 
into tht' records on fyle in the Depart- 
ment of the Lpg-islatm'e at 'for'onto, 
he has come across the ol'igina.l field- 
notes of Owen Quinn, who sur\'eyed 
HOI.'ton township in July amI Aug-ust, 
1825, and from them has kindly made 
some extl'acts whi('h will fit nea,Lly 
into this StOl'y hefol'e we commence 
its second part, dealing- with the yea.l's 
after 1830. 
Nowhere in Notes rloes Iw speak of 
roads of any kind in tIlt> township, 
hut he mentions tht' fact that on Con. 
1. Lots 10, 11, 21 and 2:-J, the NOl'way 
Pine had hpen emh(:'zzled; also on 
Can. -t, Lot 18, some of the pine was 
cut, squal'ed and m:u'kerl :\It; and 
on Call. 7, Lot 13, some NOl'way 
pine was cut and ta,ken away to a 
spl'ing hrook flowing nOl,th. Foul' 
shanties had heen el't'ctpd on Con. I, 
Lot 2:-J. No house of any kind does 
he mention on Con. 2, nOl' .Iops ]w 
give size of tlw Clt':ll'iu
 at the ROllnf'- 
dJel'c' (now Rpufl'PW), as he has dnrw 
with thuse on the {)t.h ami 10th con., 
on tlw shore of thp Ott,awa !tin'J'. 
Aflpr crossin
 .the c,,'ppk (Smith's) 
thp lIot/'8 I'pacl-GoOll :ll'ahll' lalll]- 
LÏmhpl', pinp, maplp, hasswooll allli 
sOIm' oak. A ("lpal'Ïn
 fm'Il11,,'ly CIt>HI'- 
pll hy IUlllht'I'PI'S-Occllpif'd hy a C;lI1 a- 
clian and a hlack at p"t'spnt. 'flU' ppl'- 
SOlis wlmecl in posspssioll llill 110 im- 
PI'ovt'IIIPnt. It was clnup hy a. lIIall 
nalllt'd Ha .'.'ass, IIOW clp('pasf'l1. 


After an artistic descl'iption of Hose 
'rrpe Falho1-tl1l'ee handsome and 
powerful falls, th(:' fil'st of 12 ft. and the 
total fall 20 ft., fit for any kind uf ma- 
chinery, he pictures the nOl,th hank of 
t1w Bonllechel'e as a hUl'ned surface, 
dl'y a.rable land, overg-rown wit.h 
hrushwood. 
Landall'" Pinnacle is descl'Ïhpd as a 
stupendous g-reen rocky mountain, 
supposf'd to he 4-00 ft. high. S:lÏd 
mountain formerly burned over, with 
hrush interceptt'd with windfa,lls, fit 
for ohservatOl'y, You could see in all 
directions the visible horizon over all 
the woods, and is called La,nda,ll's 
pinnacle. Said pinnacle could not he 
accurately chained fronl its cliffs and 
sudden a"cent and descent. 
A point. on the 8th can., where it 
.loins the Ottawa River, is rlescrihed as 
a grt'at eminenc(:', also fit for ohsf'l'va- 
tory, supposed to he :-JOO ft. ovel' the 
surface of the Ottawa.. 
The lower chute on the Bonneche['e 
is desCl'ihed as fit for a millsite and 
the falls on a creek on lot 2, con. 11. 
( pI'esen t si te of sta.ve f;u
tOl'Y) :ll'P said 
to he of sufficient POWpl' for a c1istil- 
lel.Y. 
Only two farmers are found in t]w 
township. J aim Bulle
s has CIC'ill'PI] 
the point hetwpNl the Ottawa :uul 
Bonnechere J'in'J's, ill all 1n acrl's. 1 
rood, 
H pC'l'ches, cleared and ft'llced 
and cl'opppd. Additional to tllP ahovC' 
he has huilt a house, a capita] hitrn, 
stahlp, ox 1j}lPrl and cow housp. 
George Bissitt h:ls clpal'ed HI aCl'ps 1 
l'ood, 2:-J Iwrcht's, has a heautifu] sC)lJar- 
I'd log housp ])(:'1'1', not ypt roofed, and 
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an oIel log house along the nth 
con. line on the bluff where it joins 
the Ottawa. 
The clearings of these two pioneers 
are nparly (-'qna.! in size. 
Mention .is Hutc1e of a road construct- 
ed from Pilkenham Township to thp 
'Vhite Lakp, and another f['om Bl'Ock- 
ville to the lodgp of thp La.h'd of.)lcN ah, 
where thp :\Iadawaska has its con- 
fluence with the Ottawa.. 
A list of saw and grist mills on 


Mississippi River is given. A grist 
mill on lot lJ., con. 12, Beckwith, on 
the east half, and a bridge o\'er the 
river also; a saw and grist mill on 
lot 16, con. 9, Ramsay; a Saw and 
grist mm on lot 11, con. 11, Pakenham ; 
a sa. \V and grist mill, Mississippi Sny, 
lot 2
, con. 9, Fitzroy; a saw and grist 
mill on lot 23, con. 1, Fitz['oy. I am 
sorl'y to .3ay there are no meeting 
houses ypt estah1islwd in onr neigh- 
horhood, only the store in Fra.nk- 
town villagp. 


. 
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THE FIRST FRATER
AL SOCIETY. 


Renfrew has for many years hef'n 
known as a tempf'l'ance town, and as 
the Sons of Temperance was or
aniz- 
ed in Rpnfrew soon after the com- 
nlf'ncement of the 1850-1900 period, 
and was, outside the churches, the 
first union of the people then here for 
any specific purpose, it is prohahly 
well in place that t he opening of the 
story of the development of the town 
in that half-century should hegin with 
the history of the Sons of Temperance. 
The minute hooks of tlw Sons have 
all heen pre
el'ved. with the exception 
of R few of the first pa
es: and what 
is thus missing regarding the early 
p['oceedings has bee:>n even hetter 
supplipd hy the "Rf'mini.3cences of 
Rf'nfrew" written some yea.rs ago hy 
:\1r \Ym. Dickson, of Godprich, and 
then puhlished in The ::\Iercury. 


Following tlw plf'dge-signing 
" Washingtonian" movement, the 
Sons of Tempprance Society was 
organized in New York to hold the 
Krowing hand of abstainers togpthpr, 
on the 29th of Septemhel', 1812, with 

 memhership of 16. The new Onler 
spread rapidly in the States. and si x 
years later came ovel' into Canad;l, 
the fil'st Division in Canada. heing or- 
ganized in J unp, 1818. By next Ap1"ÏI. 
there wel'(> six Divisions, amI hy th:\t 
tinlP in l
jO thel'p we['e 2B Divisions, 
with over 1,000 memhel's in OanadH. 
A movpment like this, ..ven though 
thp['e wpre tlwn few rwwspapf'rs, 
could not hut he:> talk..d ahout in a 
dist1'Ïct whe:>l'e thel'" were a.lre:uly so 
lIIany thinking and ['palling men as in 
Renfrew. Here then, too, lhert- wel'p 


conditions that moved that elf'nwnt 
of the Divine in human be
lrts that 
lpads men to plan out how lhpy can 
help to save Uwir weakpr hl'ethrf'n. 
For liquor was in ne:lI'ly f'very home, 
the ,. grog hoss" was a recognized 
official at eVt'ry barn raising, at eVl'ry 
funpral liqUOl' was pëlrt of the IIIOl1l'n- 
in
 feast. and when the people werp 
gathered togetllt'r in the villa
e 
hotels the man who would not d1'Ïnk 
and "stand tr'eat," in his turn, was 
looked on as nothing less than 8tin
y : 
for H.t that time so ft'w had l"01l- 
scientious scruples about d['inkin
, 
find d['inking hard at times, that such 
a condition as conscientious ohjection 
to imhihing was 11élrdly thought of. 
This then was the (;ondition of 
affairs in 1850 in Renfl'ew or rather 
Renfrpwville. as it was called-for thp 
collection of houses and husiness 
places betwf'en the Bonneche:>re river 
and lhe Creek was still only a portion 
of the township of Horton, and did not 
hecome Ol'ganizpd as a village until 
1858. And just hel'e we will qnote 
fr'om 1\11' Dickson's "Rellliniscences":- 
DEAR !\-b:RCURY.-A few days ago, on 
looking over a numoer of clippings 
which 1 h/l.d pre
erVl'II, I CKme across 
one taken frolll your issue of 2
nd .Jan- 
uary,1892, headed" 40 Years Olrl." At 
the time I l:ut that out of the paper, I 
was on a hed of sicknes!', anrl just in 
that miserable state of mind that keeps 
one so ab
orbed in self that there was 
no room for thought only about dear 

elf: hut it was different when I came 
across it a" aho\'e. :\Icllwry in one 
hounrl went hack to IHã
. when I met 
the late Samuel .Fral.cis at the post 
office. He uskerl me if I had thought 
o,'er what he had been speaking ahout 
to me some few days before. I hëul to 
confe:.s that pen;onally I had not taken 
much thought ahout it ; Imt I had spok' 
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en about it to a prominent Gow Crom, 
and he advised to wait until after New 
Yeal, when we would have one more 
blow-out, and then w{' woulrl go the 
whole hog for it. From Mr Francis I 
heard of the Sons of Temperance for the 
first time. He gave me a clear and cor- 
rect idea of what they were and what 
they aimed at. I need scarcely say 
that I entered into it heartily. 
He told me what was necessary 
to have a Division. He said that he 
would try and get an appHcation for us, 
and then we would see what could be 
done. A few days after, a brother chip 
of mine came into my shop 8S full as a 
piper. He staggered up to a window, 
and sat down on the sill at the cost of 
three squares of glass. I felt just a little 
angry. He said, .. Dickson, I hear you 
ha,'e an application for a Division of 
the Sons of Temperance." I told him I 
had not one at present, but I said, .. If I 
get one. will you sign it?" He said, 
.. I will, if you do it," holding out his 
hanrl to me. I took it, saying .. I will 
do it this afternoon." I went down to 
Mr Francis' shop and told him the in- 
cident. He at once said, "\Ve will have 
it without delay." I think it was the 
next day that Mr Roberts came into my 
shop and handed me a written applica- 
tion--not one of the usual blank forms- 
signed hy several. He at the time told 
me that Mr Francis had told him that 
I haducen to him about it, and that he 
had looked up a copy of by-laws for a 
division at the front, and there he found 
the form of an application, which he at 
once wrote out and set about getting 
signatures to it. This Mr Roberts was, 
I think, sledge-hammer man for Mr 
.Franeh-.. There was found no difficulty 
in getting all the signatures that were 
necessary to start. \Vhen I signed it, 
the man whose name follows mille was 
in my shop at the time. lVIy quondam 
friend kept his word, and liigned it also. 
About an hour after he did so, he came 
to me, shouting" Dickson, I have done 
it." He further promised that he would 
not drink a drop from that time for- 
ward ( but, poor fellow, his case was 
one that Hector lVIc]'\i" eil so ably describes 
in poem called, "\Vill an' Jen," when he 
says- 
.. But, alas I when habit's rooted, 
Few hae pith the root to poo', 
\Vill's resolves were aie non-suited: 
Prombed aie but aie forgot." 
We]J, all the necessary signatures we 
got, together with the necessary funds; 
and in a few days we were notifierl that 
the Division would be organized ill 
Piau nt's Hotel, on the evening of the 
29th January, 1852. I am not certain if 
the 29th is correct, but that is immater- 
ial. On the night set for organizing, 
eleven of the charter members met at 
Plaunt's hotel-the present stone one 
on Main street, near to lVIr Dougall's 
carriage shop. There we met Captain 
HilI
ard, Dr. Purvis, Alex. Gordon anrl 
EdwlU Drew: the three fornwr from 
Portage-du-Fort: and the latter, ] 
think, came from \Vestmeath. These 


at once opened the Division, and initiat- 
ed a]J that were in \\ aiting; then pro. 
ceeded to organize the Division in- due 
form, handing the charter to our first 
\V.P. (I think the late \Vm. Watt), and 
proclaiming Renfrew Division No. 151, 
under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Division of Upper Canada, in full work- 
ing order. Such was our first night as 
a DÏ\'ision. One thing I may state: 
that all our charter members, with two 
exceptions, joined within the prescribed 
time for charter members. The last to 
join was the late E. Billings. From 
that date it may he sairl that Renfrew 
entered upon a new era. It seemed as 
if the whole country had become alive 
to the fact that something new had 
suddenly 'sprung up among them. 
Everywhere the talk was these Sons of 
Temþerance: \Vhat are they, what do 
they want, what are they going to do? 
A sort of social war seemed to have 
sprung up for and against the Sons. 
The very poetry of t,he place was chang- 
ed. Here let me give you a specimen of 
the new poetry that was introduced 
with the advent of the f'ons :- 
The teetotalers are coming, 
The teetotalers are coming, 
The teetotalers are coming 
\Vith their cold water pledge. 
CHORUS. 
\Ve're a band of freemen, 
\Ye're a hand of freemen, 
\Ve're a hand of freemen, 
And we will sound it through the land. 
\Ve mean to save our bacon 
And all the ]and awaken, 
Stand firmly and unshaken 
To the colrl water pledge. 
'Ve're a band, &c. 
Another :- 
0, rum it is a botheration; 
It deadens all the circulation; 
It kiJIs the soul, it kills the body; 
All is din by drinking toddy. 
CUORUS. 
Out of the way, old Sir Toddy; 
Out of the way, old Sir Toddy; 
Out of the way, olrl Sir Toddy; 
Y ou're a drunken thievish body. 
Again :- 
I dreamt a dream the other night, 
\Vhen all around was still. 
I thought I saw the de'il himself 
A cowing down the hill. 
The whiskey jug was in his hand 
And glarlness in his eye; 
Butwhen he sawthe temperance house 
He heaved a heavy sigh. 
"Oh rumseller, did you not promise me 
When I came up to see this land 
No temperance house I'd see." 
Then the more plaintive wail of the 
justly celebrated John B. Gough, the 
great temperance orator-his "Long 
Ago, Long Ago," and many others that 
I could give you samples of, but the 
above are sufficient for my purpose. I 
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am sure there are not a few even yet in 
your town that will have a lively recol- 
iect.ion of the above. I may just hint 
there is David, Henry. and \\?illiam 
Airth, Smith, Fraser. Faichney, Mackay, 
Thomson, and others that will know 
them at once when reminded of the 
long ago. 
Sons of Temperance. wherever they 
were started, undertook a work of no 
orninary kind; for they literally attack- 
ed the social custom of the day. and the 
undertaking was specially a hard one in 
Renfrew, situated as it then was in the 
heart of a large lumbering district. 
Drinking (l will not say drunkenness) 
was a custom prevalent not only 
:llliongst those engaged in the lumber- 
ing business, but private fåmilies were 
very rarely without liquor, it being in- 
variably used in dispensing hospitality, 
and then at gatherings of all kinds- 
logging bees. raisings. 'Vho amongst 
your old inhabitants can forget that 
useful character, the grog boss. I have 
even seen it used at quilting and &u"k- 
ing bees, marriages and funerals. \Yell 
do I recollect a funeral that took place 
not a hundred miles from Renfrew. 
\\Then the friemls were all gathered to 
convey the deceased to his last resting 
place. just before the body was lifter!, 
:"ome of the near friends came out with 
baskets of breali and cheese and the 
whiskey bottle. One of them asked a 
clergyman that was present to a!->k a 
hles:"ing before dispensing the refresh- 
ments; but the servant of God declined 
to do so. he being a Son of Temperance. 
It would sttrpri
e your readers wpre 
they to hear th{> comments that were 
mane on the unchristian and unfeeling 
conr!uct of that minister, in declining 
to do such a small thing as asking a 
"imple hlessing on Gon's mercies that 
were to he distribute<i among' the 
people, and they were distributed ac- 
cording to custom-that is, three 
rounds. This was the work the Sons 
had undertaken to do- -putting down 
the drinking customs of the day. 
Scarcely was the ÐÏ\-ision in working 
order, when the members found that 
they, individually as well as collective- 
iy. were the targets for the sneering 
ann jeering of every \Yise \nllie and 
Willy Apeie; hut they kept their work 
before them, nothing faltering, know- 
ing and belie\'Ïng that they had the 
h
art y co-operation of e\'ery goor! 
awl Christian lIIan and \Vonmn. Of this 
I had 1\ \'er.y striking proof when the 
Vi \'Ï:"ion was some th"e or six mont hs 
uld. I was at Il sort of pri\.,tte lII('etin
 
in cOl1llt'ction with SUllliay Schools. 
The meeting \Vas held in a prinlte 
house ncar the Bonnechere Point. 
There was one Peter ()':'\eil vre...ent. 
lie brought a friend with him. \Vhen 
all were a"semhled, 1\11' ()'
'2il was 1'1'- 
tlUesten to open the meeting with 
prayer. i\Ir O'
eil tnrned to his friend, 
who at once cOlllulicd. He put up 0111' 
of the tìnest prayers I e\"er heard, and 
specially did he pray for the Sons of 
Tpmperilllce, \\ ho were engaged ill the 
1lIj""ion of saving lIIen frolll tla' \"Ìl'e of 


drunkenness. That man-I don't know 
his name-but in ordinary conversation 
he had a had stammering tongue: hut 
when he approached the Throne of 
Grace it was with no stammerin
 lips. 
Then his speech was clear, anr! every 
word round and full. Then there were 
two branches of the Protestant Church 
that took up the cause at once, and 
their ministers, both by precept and 
example, helped the Division in their 
work. 


The new Or'der gr'pw l'apidly. As 
noted, most of the chal'tel' memhers 
ioined very soon after the Ol'ganiza- 
tion. The chal'ter uwmhers wel'e 
Samuel Francis, Archihald Thomson, 
DonaJd Frazer, Thos. Culhertson, 
Richard Dickson, Jas. 
Iills, \Vm. 
Dickson, Jesse Millar, \YilIiam GOl'- 
don, \Villiam Forrest, \VilIiam \Vatl. 
Robert Ruh.. \Viison, \Villialll Roherts, 
Elkanah Billings, John Smith, \Vm. 
Jamipson, Henr'y Air.th and Char'les 
Manson. 
Elkanah Billings was a lawyer, 
Rohert Rule \Vilson a tpacllPI', Vha,rles 
Manson a preacher" and \Villiam 
GOl'don a shoemakpr; and did not 
r'emain many years in the neighhor- 
hood. Of the others, those who wel'e 
then men of yeal's 01' middlp age were 
the heads of f;tmilies which have t
tken 
Pl'ominent pal't, in the affair's of Ren- 
fr!"w and the sll1'l'onnding distl'ict 
through all the half centm'y, while some 
of thE:' then younger men in the list 
have themselves heen pr'olllinent in its 
atfa,il's. DUl'ing the ten yeal's im- 
llH'diately following- thp O1'g-ani7.ation 
of the Di \7ision most of the Illpn in 
the lo('ality WP1'e init iated-the Dick- 
sons, Gihhons, Martins, FOl'l'ests, 
Lintls:tp;, FI'asel's. )layhew,;;. \V:tl- 
lat't.s, RIIS,",plls, :\Iclllnt.
(-'s, Kippt'llS, 
E,)\\'al.tl
, Ail'th
, E;II'lys, \\";\I'I'('ns, 
Smiths, Fr'oods, Thompsons, 
lt.- 
Ke\7ins, \\?ilsons, BIII'Lons. Dlllliops. 
II'- 
fh'pgol's, Rich;u,tlsolls, HI'ills, Stt'w- 
;u'ts, &c., of HOI.tOIl alltl Bagot, antl 
thl' BI'own
, Fpr'gllsolls, Call1phPlls, 
Bl"Ìscos, Blacks, (';u',litfs, RI'pmnpl's, 
B;tl'l"ip!'ò alld Bowt-'I'. of AdmastolJ.: 
t lw Hohprtsons, Stevensons,. Ca.'- 
michaels, Hamiltons anrl Slm'pys, 
of :\kXah: a 1111 lIIany il\llh'it1l1als 
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-Dr. Allan Car::>well, J. L. :\lc- 
Dougall, Geo. Ross, \Vm. Logan, 
\Vm. 
[ackay, John )IcRae, John 
Burns, Rohert Drysdale, Andl'eas 
Palmer. \Vm. Faichney, Jas. \Yard, 
Hel'culps Scott, David l\IcA[,thul', 
Mackie Barr, hesides those on the 
cha[.tel' list who al'e evpn yet rempUl- 
hpI'eel hy many of tlw citizens of Ren- 
fn'w. It was it ga,laxy of stl'ong men 
who Illet in that, Division Room dur- 
ing its Pitrly yp:u's-well-l'ead lJ]('n, 
thinking men, men of action: and 
to one who knew them, or has 
heard sto1'Ïes of them, the thought 
comes that thel'e must have 
heen sti['['ing times and lh'ely 
dehates within thl" Division ROOUl 
hetween the yenl's IS3:2 and 1860. 
Ea1'ly ill the course of the Division's 
wO[,k thel'e were given evidpnces of 
the progl'essive spirit, and the deter- 
mination to have nothing hut the 
hest, that ha\'e a.II along seemed to 
animatp the mO\'ing spirits in Ren- 
frew's actin' life. At one of thp first 
meetings of the Sons an Offt->l' was l'e- 
ceived from By town Division to sell 
tlwir regalia; hut it was promptly re- 
jected on the a'l'otmd that they wel'e 
too inferior. The By-laws adopted hy 
Renfrew Division Wel'f' those of the 
XOl,th Augusta Division; \Villi:un 
Ja,mieson heing chairman of tlw com- 
mittpe which adaptpd them to Ren- 
fl'ew use, and receiving a \'ote of 
thanks fOl' his able conduct in the 
chaÏl'. Ahout three months aftel' the 
Division stal'ted, a committee was ap- 
pointed to repOl't on the prospects for 
huilding a temperance hall, and the 
most economical n1Pthod of doing it. 
Thecommittee l'eporteil that as no joint 
stock company coulll hol(ll'eal estate it 
\\"null} not ht-> possihle to take actinn 
at that tinlf'. SU tllP Di\"Ïsion con- 
tinut'tl to lUt'pt in an upper' ['oom of 
Xavier Plallut's hotel, now the Alhion 
hotel. On API'II :22nel 1R52, James 
BI'i
co, of Aclmaston, wa" propospd 
and alhnittpclns:t HlPmlu>I'. This was 
a notahle eVf'nt: fnr he was ev('[' 
t ht->['paft(:'[, on(' of tllP mainsta y
 of tIlt-> 
OJ'lh'I', kepping up hi
 1,t->gul:tI' attpn(}- 


ance every week, walking the fOUl' 
miles hetwf'en his home in Admaston 
and the Didsion room until he was a 
Vf'l'y old man. He sepmed to have 
heen possesspd of what in the
e days 
is known as "sunny ways," for he was 
on d ifferen t occasions called on as a 
committee of one to settle differ'f'nces 
of opinion. 
In those (1.tys the initiation fef' was 
7 shiilings and Brl.; and it is on l'ecOl'el 
t hat, if any wislwd to join and wel'e 
not ahle to l'aise the whole amount of 
initiation fee, the Division would loan 
the great
r P:1l"t of it: that is, the 
applicant fOl' admission should pay 
2..:. 6rl. cash and gi ve it note for the 
halanc(:'. 
Among the ea,rly activities of Uw 
Di vision came the. al'l'a,ngi ng for 
pu hI ic teln perance meetings in the 
neighhorhood-in Dochart, Goshen 
and Burnstown-and in getting 
signa,tures to petitions for a l\I,tinp 
prohihitOl'y law fOl' Canaùa, and 
soliciting the aid in this dil'ection of 
the HOIlHtn Catholic Pl'iest an(1 of the 
R.f'v. Geo. Thomson, hy this time 
settled as the minister' of the PI'eshy- 
terÏ;tns; and also in modestly ['pquest- 
ing the thpn ['epI'esentativp in Pal'!ia- 
ment, .James Shaw, to support tllf' P['o- 
hibitOl'y me.tSlll'e in P;tl'li:uneut if he 
consistf'ntly could. 
On the 1st of July, 1852, 131'0. \Vm. 
Dickson gave notice of application for 
the incorpOl'ation of the Renfrew 
Division of the Sons of Temperance. 
and at the sam
 mf'eting Rev. Chas. 
)Ianson was plected as the first re- 
presentati\'t' to the GI'and Didsion. 
On the 15th the ['f'solution for incOl'- 
pOl'ation c<'lrried, and on the 20th 
t hp l'pgistl'ation of i nCOl'pOl'at ion was 
J!lade ht->fOl't-> James l\[ol'l'is, I,t->gistra['. 
On the 15th, ;lIso, a notahle l'esolllLion 
was cal"l"i
d. It was simple in phl'llSe- 
ology. Only:" 
Ioved by BI'O. (\Vru.) 
\Yatt, st->conded hy BI'o. (John) Smith, 
and l'psolvf'd : That this Division hav(:' 
a BI';lSS Band." Just whose 11l'Oposi- 
tion this was, unless that of the 
1Il0\'ers, the minutes tell liS not. It 
would almost sef'm that BI'O. \V1l1. 


... 
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Logan, who had come into Renfrew 
Division by card from .By town 
Division, was a movin
 spirit, for it 
is later on recorded that" Bro. Lo
an 
delivered an enthusiastic speech on 
the glories of the Band," and on the 
motion of Bros. \Vatt and Lo
an a 
committee of ten was chosen to solicit 
subscriptions for a Band. And while 
this was going on, and arran
ements 
hein
 made for music outside the 
Division Room, there was the music 
of poetry within; for at the meeting 
of Au
ust 5th, it is recorded that 
Bro. (Calvin F.) Russell, the Poet 
Laurpate of the Division, recitpd a 
poem for the henefit of the Insti- 
tution." AUHust the 12th, 1852, was 
a husy niHht in the Division Room. 
John Burns, \Vm. AÍl,th and Hercules 
Scott-(the fil'st two now gone on to 
the 
rave, the la
t still a resident of 
Renfrew, a
ed 9i5)-wpre made mem- 
bel s; a letter was read from Rohel't 
Macintyre, quoting prices for Ba,nd 
instruments; BI'o. Lf)gan moved a 
vote of thanks to Jas. Shaw, M.P., 
for his liberal donation to the Band, 
and announced that a meetin
 of tilt> 
Band Committee would he hpld on 
Satm'day evening, that illl the nwm- 
hel'S wel'e expected, and tha.t a tine of 
two shillings would he imposed for 
non-attpndance; BI'o. Russpll l'epOl't- 
ed fl'oll) the Band Committ(:'p that 
Æ! 10 had alrpady hpen paid in to- 
wal.ds the Band; and hefore the 
Division closed the nwmhers prespnt 
suhscribed ;ß21O 1ll0l'e COl' the pUl'
hase 
of instruments. On the 20th, BI'o. 
'Vatt presented a set of rules that he 
had pr(
pal'ed for thp guidance of the 
Band's mPill hpI's. These wpre unani- 
mously adopted. They were faÎl'ly 
of tlw clHtl'acter of cast iron; and 
were luckily not like those of the 
l\leùes and Pel'sians. B(:'ca,use it was 
soon found then. as it has heen fonnd 
in all the days since, that volunte(:'r 
Bandsmen are not readily amenahle 
to rules. At the meeting on Sept(:'mhel' 
1st, the invoice of the Band in- 
struments from 1\1ead & Co. was read, 
but the amount is not noted. At this 


meetinH, also, Bro. \VaU moved in 
the matter of huilding a temperance 
hall, and on his motion a committee 
consisting of Bros. 'Vm. Jamieson, 
John Smith, 'Vm. Lo
an, 'Vm. 'Vatt 
and Dr. Carswell was appointed to 
see what price 1\11' :\lcDougall would 
tix upon for a site. 
At the meeting on 16th Sept. the 
fo;ons passed a vote of tlulnks to 1\11' 
Plaunt for the usp of a room in his 
hotel for a meetin
 place, and also 
discussed tlw pI'ospectus of a tem- 
pel'ance paper "The Spirit of the 
Age." On- the 16th also it was reported 
that ::\lr McDougall gave the Sons a 
choice of three sites, and a committpe 
consisting of Bros. John Burns, John 
Smith, Samuel Fmncis, \Vm. Dick- 
son and \Vm. \Vatt was appf\inted to 
select the site, report what kind of it 
huilding should be erected, and what 
its cost would he. On Octo her 7th, 
John McInnes was initiatell. This 
was another impOl'tant night, in the 
Division's history: for 1\11' 
lcInnps 
proved a very staunch memher, and 
for 
Teal'S when the Division hilll lost 
the freshness of youth and novelty, 
he would drum up the memhet'ship. 
\Vhen Thl1l'sday night came al'oum.!, 
his head would pop into a door hpre 
and a door there, al
d "AI'e you 
comin' doon th' nicht, JaIllPs?" or 
John or 'Villiam, as the case mi
ht 
he, would he his question: rind so, 
oft(:'n UJPl'e was a meeting thl'ough 
his dl'umming up, when otherwise the 
light would not have heen lit. On the 
I.Hh it was repOl'ted that nine of the 
Bitnd instruments had heen taken up. 
and that one remained to be filled. 
Un the 21st, on the initiation of 
Messrs R.ussell and Logan An invita- 
tion was sent to John B. Goug-h to 
come to Reufl'ew to delivpr a tem- 
lWl'ance lecture: and Bro. Russell re- 
cited a popm on the Band. On the 
28th it was mentioned hy BI'o. John 
Smith that ..\II' Plaunt was ahout to 
commpnce the keeping- of a tplllpel'- 
ance house, and 1\11' Smith recom, 
mendpd that the Di dsiOll should ad- 
vertise it in the local papers-that 
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uH'aning Perth or Carleton Place 
pa pel'S. On Llw -t-th, thp applicat ion 
of the Ol'angellwn for t he use of t.h
 
Division'
 thum to celebrate the 5th of 

ovelUllPr was con"illel'pd. A lIlotion 
to I'efn!'p it was )'ejected and a motion 
to loan it canied, on sufficient sf'curity 
heing otfel'ecl to gual'antee tlw rt'pay- 
men t for possi bl<> damage. At this 
IIlPeting also it wa
 announced th:Lt 
1\11' Plaun t's ReI! fl.pw Tl
m p
I'iUlee 
Hon
t. wouhl he opellt'll on Df'cpm hPI' 
1st. This 1Iight, too, a l1f'putation of 
Renfrew la,dies knackI'd ilt the door of 
the Division I'oom, and, on their husi- 
ness heing- madp known, \Vere admit- 
ted: the hl'otht'l's I'ect'i ving them stand- 
ing' Thp ladies came to pI'espnt to 
the Division n, Bihle and a pail' of 
candlestick!s. 
ovemher 11th BI'o. 
Gilbert, the Bandmaster, anived on 
thp scene. He came from Perth, 
wherp hI' was alt'piLllya ll11'mbel' of 
tIlt' Ol'der. He Iwunght his cornet 
with him, anll so on t.he evening of 
Thursday, Nov. 11th, IH:>2, thel'e peal- 
ed forth fUl' a fh'st time in Rpnfl'ew 
the hl'azen notes of a cnr'net. On the 
9th Decpmher, a celehration of the 
Division's fil'st anniversa,ry Wits pl'O- 
posed fOl' Jan. 20th then coming, and 
Bl'O. Dl'ysdalp pruposetl tha t a su h- 
scl'iptiun he taken up to pl'ovide it 
fla,g for thp Divis
on. At the nt'xt 
meeting thp fbg- proposition Wi'LS, on 
motion of BI'u. Dickson, "knockpd on 
the head." It may be noted that like 
" trl1 th crushed to earth," Bro. Drys- 
dale's tlr'eam of a flag I'ose again- 
just fiftpen years later, ilUll thf'n the 
flag was p:'ocurpd. On that pal"ticulal' 
night, it may Iw rpmal'ked, that Bro. 
Dickson apparpntly had his w:tl'-paint 
on. Thf' Comruittep on the .Annivel'- 
sary Social had evidently in thpil' 
rt'pOl't recoil) ml'llIIPll that. the. Sodal 
hp I'nn on Qn:lker prindplps-that i!o', 
that the uHIles shoulll sit spparate 
fl'om the females; and thi!'l P:l1't of 
the I'{'pm't, BI'o. DicKson moved 
should hp eliminatPll. He had the 
hl
al'ts and vott'S of the young men 
with him, :uHl that pOl,tion of thp re- 
port, was rpscinded. 
:> va,
 votpd to 


l\h Plannt to purchase articles for the 
annivel'sary soil'ee: and an angl'y 
(liscl1ssioll ensllpd ovel' some anony- 
mOllS al,ticles which hall nppearf>ll in 
tht' public prints, allegpd to havl' "een 
wl'itten hy a Iwothel' to gratify his 
pt'rsunal spitf'. The ÐÍ\'ision passed a 
I'esolution cOlulpmning tlw author of 
thp letters. At the last lIleetin
 of 
the year. tlwre was evidence g i \'en of 
the steluly gl'owth of the mern hpl'- 
ship. fcU' 1;) 1111)1'(' I'l
gali;ls were O(,(lf'I'- 
ed, H ntI ma,tel'ial Pl'ocUl'ell for' 15 lUor'e 
than that. 
And then came thp fil'st Anni- 
vel'srtl'Y. Here again we will let 1\11- 
\Ym. Dickson he tilt' histOl'ian, in his 
"Reminisceneps of Renfrew :"- 
Our first puhlic appearance as Sons 
was a big day in Renfrew. It was also 
the first time that our band plnyed in 
lJublic. The Divisions from Litchtield 
ann \Vestllleath Were present. \Ve 
marchen through the village, headed 
by the band, nressed out in all our 
paraphernalill: or, as many of the 
sneering onlookers said, in our bihs. 
Our band played strong ann lusty, and 
every Son in that procession felt as 
prourl as if he were a host in hiluself. 
In the evening, we held a soiree-the 
first. that was helrl ill the village. It 
was held in the lll.rge hall near Xavier 
Plaunt'" stone 
table. It was entered 
by a stair on the outside. \Ve had a 
temporary gallery put up in the east 
em!. The whole place was packed. 
Stanrling room could not be founrl. 
How the waiters managed to serve all 
in that crowd I never could Ulltlerstand, 
for the crowd was actually a jam. But 
they din it, and so well, that it furnish- 
ed talk for many a day afterwards, and 
all admitted that the soiree was a 
sucçess, and a treat of no ordinary kind. 
But now the eating is over, anrl the 
speaking is begun. I do not recollect 
who was the chairman for the e\'ening. 
but I think it was the late \Villiam 
\Vatt. The principal speakerN were 
the Re\'. Simon C. Fraser, Rev. AndrE;w 
Melville, of the Free Presbyterian 
Church, Rev. Mr Pomeroy, Rev. Mr 
Beatty, allrl I think the Rev. Mr Man- 
son, of the Methonist Church. Then 
there wert' quite a number of local 
orators. The principal speakers were 
well aware of the task they had before 
them, in their first appearance before 
the puhlic as anvocates for the prin- 
ciples of the Sons of Temperance, and 
nobly llid they discharge their duties 
that night. Not one of them ga\"e any 
uncertain sounds or misleading state- 
ments. In plain and forcihle language 
they tolll the large audience why the 
Sons were there, and what they were 
there for: at the same time telling 
them what was their dut.y in the 
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struggle for freedoln from the tyrant, 
King Alcohol. lVIr Pomeroy "as 
especially pointed on Ki
g Alcohol, anrl 
his speech \\ as full of Wit and humor. 
It was there that your corresponrlent 
made his maiden public speech-a 
speech that was known for lliany a day 
afterwards as the speech of scraps and 
parings, anrl which led to a p',lper ":ar 
in the Carleton Place Herald, III which 
considerahle powder was burnt, but 
noho(ly was hurt, Aftel' the soiree, the 
public seemed to have a !'ettlerl con- 
viction that the Sons had come to stay, 
and they even went so far as to admit 
that the Sons were rather a respectable 
crowd-just a shade hetter than the 
r.lg-tag and bob-tail of humanity. ;:'0 
we all fclt that our work was progress- 
ing, in spite of the mean and unmanly 
opposition that we had to tight against. 
As this was the th'st puhlic appear- 
ance of tllt' Band it may he noted that 
the playprs were, lwsidt>s Professor 
Gilhert, John Burns, John Smith, on 
the cOl'nets; David Ail'th, hass drum; 
\Vm. Airth and Samuel Fr1lncis, 
tromhmlPs; 'VIII. Roht>rts, saxhorn; 
,y m. Lo
an, A. FI'asl'I" and Gpo. 
Affleck, on othpl' instl'nmpnts. On 
tilt' 26th of Ft->hl'Wlry, It:;õB. Hel'cnlps 
Scott was chosen to play thp picolo; 
\\'111. Gm'don, 1st clarionet; \Vm. 
'Vatt fOl' tllP saxhm"n; and Duncan 
Ferguson fOl' the othpr clal'Ïonet. 
On )-LlI'ch 31'd, 18:>8, JalllPs l\Iol'1'is, 
Johll )IcRae, 'Vm.l\Iackay and Gordon 
Gilchrist wPl'e initiated into thp Sons 
of Tl'mlwl'ancf' ; on the 2:JI'd another 
Hall huilding l'ommittpp Was 1Ippoint- 
cd, consisting of Re\'. Cha
. .Manson, 
J. McIntosh, Ða\'id Air'th, Rohel't 
Dl'ysdale and John Burns: and <it the 
followin
 wepk's mpptin
 they report- 
pd that a log-lllliiding -lõx30 cnuld he 
Imilt fm' XCI\) 01' a frame huilding 50x30 
for .1:20U, 
In April mpptings, Bro. 'Vm. 'Vatt 
was plpspntpd with a Family Bible as 
a. trihute of l'espf'ct for thf' "upri
ht, 
ablp, indepellrlent and PIlPrgf'tic nmn- 
npr in which he discharged t.llP duties" 
of 'V Ol,thy Patl'iareh; Dr. Céll'S- 
well wa.s prpspnt.ecl with a book for 
his kindness to some sick hrother; 
thanks were retm'ned to the Hon. 
l\Ial
olrn Cnmer'on and Col. Pl'incf' for 
their effOl,ts to pass a Prohihitorv 
Act; amI Bros. Geo. Ross, J. L. l\I
- 
Dougall, Hf'nry Airth, and John l\[c- 


R.ae were appointed the cOJl}mittpe to 
draft thi
 resolution of thanks. , 
An invitation was pxtendpd to a Mr 
Kellogg, an American I ect.Ul'er, to 
speak in Renfrew. Hp came on l\Iay 
20th, wa
 mpt hy the Brass Band 
and the Sons in procession, Was 
boarded frep hy hotpl-kppper :ì\lunro, 
and was paid :t2 108. for two lpchu'es ; 
Bros. 'YaLt, Logé1.n, Ross, .McDougall 
and Robert l\IcNab contl'ibuting five 
shillings each to make up a deficiency 
in the collections. 
In July, much time was taken up 
with discussing the visit of the Gov- 
ernor-General, Lord Elgin, up the 
Ottawa. It was al'ran
ed that thp 
Band should go to Sand Point 
to mppt him; and that thp 
Division should JHPsent him with 
an address. The prpparation 
of this addl'ess was committed to 
BI'os. Da\'Ïd and Henry Air,th, John 
Smith, \\'111. Jamieson and C. F. 
Rnsspll. Evidpntly, tlwy put somp 
politics iuto it, for at thp meptiug at 
which it \VaS pl'eselltpd for tlw CO()- 
sideration of the Division, Bro. 'Vm. 
'Vatt moved that Ulf' rf'fel'encps to 
tlw present GO\"el'nmpnt hp pxpugned : 
and this motion cal'ried. 
On Jan. 19th, 183!, another mem- 
bpI' apstinpd to takp an active pal't in 
the Division's work, was initiated- 
the late J amps Airth. From that 
time until his death in 1807 hp took It 
pl'ominent share in thp Division's 
affairs. 
For the spconcI annivPI'séll'Y. 
th 
Jan., 18:>!, John Dea,con, Pt'rth, (now 
Spnior County Judge of Rpnfl'ew), 
wa5. invited to bp the leading speaker. 
Hp wrote that it was not in his power 
to attend. Thel'e arp no minutes tell- 
in
 whether there was a second an- 
nivel'sH.I'Y soir'ee or not; hut on tllf' 

-IDth Jan. tile DivisIOn and Blmd 1'(>- 
ceived Hon. )Ialcolm Cameron. 
On J unp 2üth, 18:>4, it was decided 
to purchase one-qual'tpr of an ac['e of 
land fl'om J. L. McDougall for .:B121O. 
This was the land on which thp 
prespnt Tempel'ance Hall and Fire 
H,lll stand. In Au
ust, a huilding 
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committee was once again formed: 
this time heing composed of Duncfln 
Ft'rguson, John l\lcIm1Ps, C. F. Rus- 
spl. Geo. Bl'own and \Y 111. \Vatt. At 
this sam(> meetiug, too, a vexed ques- 
tion came up-the admission of ladies 
to the Di\"ision meetings. not as mem- 
hers, hut as Visitors. The propositi..m 
did not find favor' with tl1Pold-stagel's, 
and was voted down. Six mouths 
later, however. the 
allant memhers 
won, the ladies wpre admittpd, al)d in 
a few met'tings t hereafter a motion 
was pas
pd, thanking Bro. Chas. R. 
Bl,lck for" proposing so many young 
and handsome lacHes in this 
Division." Meantime, the huilding 
of Uw Tpmperance Hall was progrpss- 
ing apacp: in Octoher <BI:> bping voted 
to pay )Ir lkace, of the GI'and River, 
for sawn lumber for thp Hall, and 
Duncan Ferguson hping given thp job 
of getting out the fm,ult' timher at 
2!d. ppr running foot. In March, 
BI'os. J:uuipson and l\1aylww WPI'e 
added to the huilding committee; 
thanks Wl're retUl'ned to BI'o. Burns 
for the offer of the use of his house 
as a meeting place until the Hall was 
finished, and notice was given to .Mr 
Smith that the Division would leave 
his hall on 20th April. 
N ovpm her 15th, 185:>, was another 
notahle night: for then it was that 
James 'Yard, not then long a resident 
of the community, was proposed fol' 
memhership. amI that night, also, a 
motion t"anied that the Band in- 
stl'lHUl-'nts lip called in. The Band 
had gOllf-' thp way of most B....ncls after 
a lu'i...f cal'PPl.-to pieces. Nov. 291 h, 
l\h \V;u'c1 was initiated it mplUht'r, it 
fpw wppks after he was elected to 
office, and in office hp has heen for all 
the nparly fifty years that have fol- 
lowed. It is safp to say that only fol' 
his steadfast faithfulness, Renfrew 
Division would not now he in exist- 
encp to be proud of its fifty years of 
good sel'vice. 
It was od in 1856 hefore the Division 
was ahle to occupy its new Hall. The 
funds had I'lm short: but by an ar- 
rangement with l\lr John Burns hp 


went on with the wOl'k of building, 
the Division giving a mortgagp for 
the <B:>3 18 ü
 remaining unpaid of the 
<BOO which the building was to cost. 
For many years thereafter, the 
Hall was the gpneral place of enter- 
tainment in tlw vil!agt', and many of 
thp religious denominations 11Plù 
their early services within its walls. 
It remained a few feet hack from 
l\Iain stI'ept until 1893, when it was 
sold to th
 to\Vn for $200, and l'emO\'- 
ed to the rpar part of the lot. hetwepn 
the new Tempprance Hall and the 
Fire Hall, whpl'p it yet l'emains as a 
store-house for tllP hook :mò laòdeI' 
truck and other corporation tools. 
In August, IH;)6, the Almonte Divi- 
sion of tht? Sons of Temperancp made 
an offer for tlw Rpnfrpw Ba,nd instru- 
ments, and aftpr somp negotiation the 
transfpr \V;tS madp, part of the instru- 
ments heing sold for <B16 IOs. and the 
balance a littlp laj er for <B6 morp. 
Once mepting in their own Hall the 
DÌ\-ision settled down to husiness, 
and fOl' UJany ypars there does not 
appe:tr to have bepn a great deal that 
was noteworthy transpiring. The 
pledging of most of the men of the 
community to total abstinence, the 
holding of occasional puhlic mpptings, 
and the distrihution of temppl'ancp 
literature, occllpi...d the attention of 
the mem bers. Therp wpre a good 
man
 up and downs in memher'ship 
also: a great many violations of the 
pledge, and a great many re ohliga- 
tions. 
Ianr sad as well as iUllusing 
tales could he told of the tpmptations 
of the piOllPel' ahstainers; and of the 
efforts some of tllP stauncher brothers 
put fOl,th to gUllr'd. their weaker 
brothers in their hattIp with custom 
and appetite. 
In 1868, a puhlic ternpprancp demon- 
stration was held, in which the Rpn- 
frew and Horton Di visious and the 
Renfrew and Rosehank Good Templars 
united. It was successful, and $40 
profit was divided hetween the four. 
It was in June of 1868 that Bro. Drys- 
dale's dream of a flag for the Division 
came to realization: for it was ruO\,-ed 
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hy ßl'OS. Jas. 'Yard and Robpl,t 
Carswpll, that Bros. J. H. 'Valford. 
David McGill and David Stewal't pro- 
cUl'e a flag for the Division. This 
thpy did at a cost of $9.67. [n Sept- 
elllhpr of 1868, the Didsion had its 
fil'8t visit fl'OIl) E,hv:trd Cal'swell, tpm- 
pt.I'ance lectm'er, anù still 011 t hp field 
of ILction, though in pOOl' hei-l1th. 
In the lR70-1880 IJPri(Jd the followi Ilg 
wPl'e alllong thp memhers of thp Divi- 
sion : and contains a list of a largp 
}1roporl ion of the men taking active 
part in many village affaÍ1's:- 
James Stewart J. i\Jm'phy 
Jas. Rf-'ill D. McAndrew 
Jas. Guthrie A. Lpggt-'tt 
A. Lindsav A. J. 
lcIntvl'e 
J. R. Smith Thos. Hend
l'son 
G. \V. .McDonald J. BalllH-'I'man 
Alex. Fl'a8el' Geo. :\IcKain 
John :\IcDollgall E. B1tl'hel' 
AI'ch. l\Iills H. \Vhitlev 
J. l\JcAndrpw B. Leacy . 
\\'111. Foss P. l\lontgompry 
Josh Stevenson Thos. Howal'd 
D. C. l\IcDoug:t11 .I ohll Scott 
.John Hnllingel' ChIts. Bl'igllplI 
HI'O. Twidlp S. Kilhv 
R, 1\I,tthesoll A. l\Icl{echnie 
Gl>O. Smith G. J. Clint 
\V. Coch1':tIH' \V. Hm'lhert 
John ')lcKinley C. Jack
on 
Adam Inglis \V. H:tlppnny 
F. Anglis Adam 1\1cL...llan 
J. )1. GlelHl \V illal'd Palnwl' 
Ht-'C to l' :\lcR;w H. Stafford 
Blackwood P. \V. Fl'ancis 
P. l\lcRIP J. B. Bpll 
John Tookp D. F. Stewart 
Gt.o. Ar('hel' \V. l\Iul'I'ay 
He\'. R. CampheJ) J. :\IOl'phy 
J. H. \Valfol'd T. B. Hutton 


.I ust ahout thp Iwginning of tlw 
1880 period. the Division simply 
drag-gpd along for a time; hnt spring- 
ing ont of sonfP pel'sonal pvents aris- 
ing in the Town Brass Band of that 
timp. thp work was takpn up again 
with SOIl)t> vigor. At this tinw, .Jas. 
\Yard, the latp John R. Smith, Jas. 
Stewart. Jas. Reid, Rev. Dr'. Campht:'lI, 
the late P. l\IcRit(>, .J. H. 'Valford and 
'rhos. Kllight w('re thp mainsta vs of 
t.he Ol'dpr; and on the suggesti
n of 
BI'o. Gpo. 1\[(' Kain, the re-organization 
of the Mechanics' Institute, which had 
hpen dormant for' It timp, was unclpr- 


taken by the Sons. At tlw hpginning 
of 1881 therp was another effort madp 
to swpll the member:5hip, and at this 
timp thel'p camt" into the ranks: 
Orangp \VriJ[ht, Roht. GOl'don, Hem'}" 
Stpvenson, J. R. GPlllllli1l, N. 'V. 
CIPàl-Y, \Vm. Smith, A. l\IcArthur, D. 
McArthur, E. Oli \'et, 'V. C. Dougall, 
A. C. Affipck, D. Kpnnpdy, 'V. Camp- 
hpll. Juhn :\IcNicol, Jas. l\lcArthUl', S. 
l\lcConkpyawl \Y. E. Hmallfield. At 
this, time, the chief wOI'k of the 
Didsion consisted in li
tening to the 
l't"ading each night of a few chapters 
fl'om the Scottish story "DunvaI'- 
leigh"; and ill completing tite WOl'k 
proposed thp pl'evious yeal' of 1.P- 
organizing the :\Iechanics' In,>tilute. 
In April. IHB-t-. the Division took Oil 
fl'psh vigor ollce again. Thel'p was 
some local tpmpprance wOI'k to hp 
donp, and thp memhership flowed in 
8teadily, tlw most pl'ominent accession 
at that time hping thp late Rohert 
Ail,th, who tllPllcefol'\varcl took an 
acti \'e part in the i-Iffairs of tIll' 
Di vision, and the tpm pel'anee wOI'k in 
the connty. until hi", dpath ill IHm. 
Not long after this re-organiz1ttion, 
t hp tempprance ppoplp WP('P ad\'ised 
hy thp Dominion Gon>rnment. in 
l'Psponsp to thpil' l'equest for Pl'O- 
hihitf>l'Y Ipgislation, to suhmit thp 
Scott Act to tl1P ppoplp, to test the 
popular fepling. This gavp those 
intel'estpd something dpfinÏtp to (10. 
and the J'psnlt was a high tidp in 
IlI p mhpl'ship. Thp 1'011 for:t considpl'- 
;1 hie lpngt h of tilllP sho\\'('d a list of 
ne;u'ly 200. The interest and the 
IllPmhel'ship kept up fairly wpl 1 
through tht> foul' yeflrs in which the 
Scott Act was in oppration; hut after 
its rpppal thprp \Vas a pel'cpptihle fall- 
ing off in interpst: yet thp mt'pting.. 
wprp hpld 1't'glllarly. 
In 1892, a Pl'oposition was maòe 
that the Division should pl'esent 
par't of its lot in thp centre of 
thp to\Vn to t.he Corporation as a 
site for :t fire hall. A!" thp Muni- 
cipal Council ha,d always treatpd the 
Division 1iIJPrally in thf' mattf'l' of 
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taxation, this proposal met with ready 
fêt\'or. Oct.. 6th, 1892, the resolution 
was cànieù to pl'esent the Ar'gyle 
SÌl'éPt balf of the propprty to the 
Uouncil, with the right of a 12-ft. lane 
to Main st., so long as the lot was 
used for fil'e-hall purposes: with the 
proviso that if the lot or any huilding 
put upon it were pver used for the 
purposes of the sale of intoxicating 
liquOl'S, the lot and Imildings would 
at once revert to the Son,> of Tem- 
perance. 
March 2nd, IS0H, Bl'O. .Sfll:tllfipld 
pl'Opospd thp huilding of a npw hall, 
and on his motion, spconded hy Bro. 
A. Fraser. a comrnittpe consisting of 
C. J. Scott, Jas. 'Val'd, \V. 1\1. Dick- 
son, Gf:'o. Eady, Jr., and W. E. Sma,ll- 
field was appointed to report on the 
prohahle cost. The matter was gone 
into lwartily: the Town Council 
hought the old tall for $200, as a tool 
sh...a; and thp p:.esent Telllperancf' 
Hall was erectf'd by J. & J. D. :\Ic- 
Nicol on plans prepared hy J. D. Mc- 
Nicol at a cost of sOllie $3.200; and a 
piano placed in it. The second storpy 
of this Hall has since 1893 donp Guty 
as the place of puhlic entprtair.ment 
in the town, and is now used as the 
town hall on occasions rpquiring 
pu hlic gatherings. 
Since that time, the Division has 
met almost without the bl'eak of a 
week, except in July and August, 
when indoor mpetings ar'e not popular. 
The membt:'rship has heen up high 
and down low. But the work has 
gone on stpadily, and just at the pres- 
ent timp there is a fine group of young 


ppople in membprship, and a Br'ass 
Band is heing organized. 


On the 20th of J anua,ry, 1902, the 
50th anniversary of the Division was 
cf'lplJl'ated : and as the closp of this 
portion of the Story, we quote the 
chairrnëtn's summing up of the fifty 
years' wOl.k of Rpnfl'ew Di \"ision No. 
151, Sons of Tenlperance : 
While there was nothing imposing in 
outward appearitnce in the story he had 
to tell. there were few who could meas- 
ure the influence that had gone forth 
from the old Di \-ision Room in the fifty 
years. Renfrew was proud of its repu- 
tation as a temperance town, as a place 
where there was less drinking and le
s 
lawlessness, and a better chance for its 
young men to grow to years of r1iscretion 
clean, than in most towns of its size; 
and to this, he claimer] the Division had 
largely contributed. The Division had 
always borne its share in civic enter- 
prises-it had fathered the fir"'t Brass 
Band, motherec1 two or three Reading 
Rooms and the l\Iechanics' Institute. had 
been brother to many of the religious 
denominations, which had worshipped 
under its roof in their weaker days, it 
had shielded men in their hour of weak- 
nes,"" its memhers had laid down their 
tools anri stood guard for hours over 
fellow-men in their battle with appetite. 
it had lent aid to the needy, it had 
buried its dead, it, had brought to the 
town teachers and preacher" of tem- 
perance. it had circulated good 
literature. it har] org,mized to carry 
laws, and organized to pnforce them, 
it had made happy mal riages, it had 
trained young- men in the ways of 
public busines Q , and given them op- 
portunities of learning public speaking, 
it had li'ent forth men to success in 
business, to responsible positions in the 
puhlic service, and to the field of battle. 
There harl of course been much of 
human nature in it, much of routine, 
much of foolishness, much of waste 
effort, but through all this had gone on 
the good work of educating public 
sentiment, of saving men, and of mak- 
ing life cleaner and purer and happier 
for the hundreds who had signed its 
rolls. 


. 
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THE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


'Vhile the Sons of Temperance, or- 
ganized at this point in 1852, through 
its long carper has had mnch to do 
with puhli(' affaÏ1's in many ways, it 
was of conrse essentially a social and 
philanthropic institution: and tht' 
Agricultural Society. organized a few 
months later. was the first union of 
the ppople in Renfrpwville fO[. the 
advancement of the material interests 
of the community. 
The then Parliamt>nt of Oanaòa hav- 
ing made an appropriation for the pn- 
couragement of Agricultural Societies, 
it was not long before the progl'essi ve 
men of Renfrew County took it into 
their heads that some of the money 
might be employed to advantage in 
this part of the p['ovince. It, is a dis- 
puted point as to wholll the credit is 
d Ut' of fi['st bringing this idea bpfol'l> 
the public. However,-fl'om the mill- 
utps of the Society, kindly placed at 
our disposal by Robert McLaren, :Esq., 
the pr.ergetic and obliging St'crptary, 
- we find that the first practical action 
in thp matter was taken in April, 1853, 
through a rt'quisition to Henry Airth 
and 'V. N. Faichney, Esqs., J.P.'s for 
thp rnited Counties of Lanal'k :mò 
Henfl'pw, asking that a meeting of t}lP 
inhahitants of the County of Rpnfl'e\V 
might he held at an eal'ly d:Jtp for the 
pm'pose of Ol'gauization. Thp names 
of thp tollowing gpntlpmpn wel'p at- 
tached to the requisition :-Gporge 
Ross. \Vm. Jamieson, Alpx. )Iartin, S, 
Coumhps, 'Vm. Harl'is. John Munl'o. 
Geo. Thompson, J. L. l\IcDougall, 
Thos. 
ew, Joseph New, 'Vm. Logan, 
Thos. Costello, \Vm. For'1'est, Roht. 

[cNah, Philip Thomson, John Bm n
. 


Angus McInnes, Alex. Stewart, John 
l\Hllar, John Smith, John McDonald, 
Allan Carswell, \Vm. 'Vatt, John Mc- 
Nab, John McRae and John BUl'\vell. 
The mepting- was held in thf-' Gl'am- 
mar School building, Renfl'ew Village, 
on April 30th, 1853, and It subsel'iption 
list opened. Thp advantages to the 
ag['icultural affairs of the county, 
afforc1ed by the pstahlishmpnt of an 
Agricultuml Society, we['e fully dis- 
cussed, and 100 promispd snbseribers 
of 5s. each wel'e obtained. Of these, a. 
nurllhf-'r failed to pay the requÏ1'pd 
sum; but enough was ohtained to 
secure the Government grant. 
At thp fil'St rpguhu' meeting, the 
name of the .. County AgricuJtural 
Socipty of t.he County of Renfrew" 
was adopted. and the following of- 
ficers appointed :-Presideut, J. L. Mc- 
Dougall; 1st Vice- Prpsident, James 
Morris, JI'.; 2nd Vice-President. Roh- 
ert Smith; 3['d Vice-President, Caleb 
S. Bellows; Secretal'y, Geo. Ross; 
Trpas\u'pr, John Munro: Director's. 
'Vrn. Jamieson, John McNah. Helll'y 
Airth, Sr.. John l\IcRap. 'Vm. Rich- 
ards and David Ban. 
No pxhihit.ion was I1P1rl the fil,..t 
yp:u'; hu t ea1"ly in 183-t t ht' Society 
heg:ul its ca1'PPl' of IIspfulness hy pm'. 
chasing improvpd v,u'ietif-'s of sf-'f'c1s, 
..tc. This p1'actice> it kt'pt up fol' :t 
numhpl' of yeal's,-a stumping ma- 
chinp and hay scales hping' 
unong- thp 
more i III portan t al'tic Jes pl'ocIH'f'd for' 
thp IIse of t ht' nJPlll hPI'S. 
The fh'st Exhihition \VIlS held 011 tht-' 
gl'ounds opposite tht' Exchang.. Hotf'J, 
in the Yillage of Renfrew. on thp thh.d 
Tupsd
ty of Spptemhpl', 1831-. But H7 
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premiums wP['e offered for comppti- 
tion; yet the Directors, in their l'f'- 
port. stated that the Exhibition was 
highly creditahle to the County. 
From this timt> thPI'f' was a gl'adua! 
KI'O\vth in thf' Socif'ty, f'ach succped- 
illg Yf'ar sef'ing an inCI'Pàse hoth in 
the numhpr of memLer's. and in t,he 
interest taken in agricultlU'al affairs. 
Branch Sodpt ips wpre stal'ted in many 
of. thf' Townships-Horton, Admas- 
ton, 1\1l:Nah, \Vpstmeath, Ross, Brom- 
ley. \\ïlherfOl'ce and Grattan. 
Ploughing .\[atcht-s were also held, at 
which. fOl' many years, hesides the 
prizps awarded hy the Socif'ty and 
local contributol's, finf' iron and steel 
ploughs and large sums of money 
were prf'sf'lltf'd hy thf' Hon. James 
Skead :lnd E. l\IcGilIÎ\'ray, of Ottawa, 
and H. McKenzie, of Fort \VilJiam. 
l\h. Geo. Ross remainel1 a
 Sec- 
retaryof thp Society till January of 
1862, when :\11' Rohel't l\I(
Laren was 
electpd St'cretary-TI'f'asurpr, a post he 
hpld up to Janual'y of 1002. 
'Yhen in 1868 the County was 
divi(h.d into Ridings. it hf'came necf'S- 
SiUY undpI' the new Agr'icultllral Act 
that the Socif'ty should also he divid- 
ed. AccOl'dingly, a meeting WHS ca.lI- 
pd for the 11th of Apr'il, 1868. hy J. L. 
.\lcDougall, :\I.P.P., and the name of 
the Society chi\ng-ed from the" Coun- 
ty" to that of the .. South Riding 
Agr'icultural Society of the County of 
Rf'nfrf'w'" This changp of name, 
howe\-er, mHde hut slight alteration 
in the workings of the Society. 
For UJany yeal's the annual Exhibi- 
tions had bl>en held in .\Ir X. Plauut's 
field near the Town Hall, the latter 
building being appr'opl'iated to thf' 
lad ips, But hy 1872, thp Society had 
grown to such dinwnsions that t,llP 
HHII was found to he totally in;tdp- 
ql1ate for displaying the al'licle
 sent 
in for exhihition. In 187H, a Commit, 
tee was appointed to communicate 
with diffel'ellt persons with a view to 
purchasing- a site fOl' exhihition hl1ihl- 
ings. They l'eported the following as 
the result: From 1\11" X. Plaunt, a 
piece of l,lncl1lear the Rail \vay Station 


at $200 per villagp lot, or about $800 
ppr acrp ; from Sil' Francis Hincks, a 
lot nf'ar the Catholic cemetery at $400 
per acre; from l\Ir S. Coumhes, the 
lot on the f'a
t side of his l'esidence at 
$1
5 per acrp. 1\11' Coumhf's' offer was 
accppted, and a little over five and a 
half aCl'ps wf're' purchased. The style 
and charactel' of thf' new Exhihition 
huildings was next considered, and 
l\Ir J. Barnard. at that time Prpsidf'nt 
of thp Society, was df'puted to prf'- 
pHre plans and sppcifications. This he 
did. assisted hy l\Iessl's Burns and 
Sharp, and their specifications having 
been adopted, tenders were advf'rtispd 
for. Four parties tendel'ed ; and ßh 
Donald Fr'ood's tender' of $3,695, he- 
ing the lowf'st, was accepf;pd. The 
DirectOl's reported that thollj::{h this 
Ilmount at first sight seemed large, 
they w('['e of opinion that it would bf' 
an error and a wastp of monf'Y to have 
erected only tempor'l1.I'Y buildings, 
which would require replacing in a 
few years. The following descl'iption 
of thf' buildings is taken from the 
Renfrew .l\IerclU'y of Octohf'r 2nd, 
1874:- 
The Show Grounds, which are five and 
a half acres in extent, are situated just 
south of Mr S. Coumbes' house, and' ex- 
tend from the road in front to the Mill 
Creek in the rear. They are hounded on 
the south-east side by a shed 400 feet long, 
divided into 6ß sheep and pig-pens. At 
the end of this shed there are also 26 fowl- 
coops. On the north-west side, there is 
another range, .,140 feet long. of sheds, 
containing :30 horse-st'tlls. and 40 cattle- 
stalls. 
The Agricultural Hall, which occupies 
the centre of the grounds, is in the form 
of a Greek cro"s-there being a central 
block of ao feet square, two storeys high 
-with four wings of the same dimewsiom,. 
hut only one storey high. The length of 
the building across, in either direction. is 
consequently 90 feet. The centre block is 

urmounted by a cupola. The lower 
storey of this central Hall ið eleven feet in 
the clear, and the upper storey is of the 
same height. The four wings have walls 
eight feet high. and no upper floor. The 
lower tIoor throughout is not boarded. 
but is composed of gravel coverecl with a 
layer of tan-bark. 
Between the Hall. and the Mill Creek, 
there is a ring for the exhibition of horses 
and cattle. It is 200 feet in diameter, 
and is enclosed with a board fence four 
feet high. 
The differf'nt modes contemplated 
at thf' outset for l'aising- the I'equisitp 
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funds fO[, complpting the Show 
Grounds WP['e by application to the 
adj;\cent townships for municipal 
gl'1.\lltS. (but none of them respondpd 
favorahly) ; by voluntal'y SUhSC1'ip- 
tions (hy whicb over $400 was raised) ; 
and by charging an admission fee for 
entl'ancp to the g['ounds. 
It was soon found that these plans 
would not raisp thp monpy fast 
enough; and some fourtepn persons, 
-all the Direct01's and two 01' three 
outsiders,-ad vanced the money rp- 
q uireù to payoff thp Con tractor, in 
instalments, at 8 per cpnt.; secllring 
thpmsplvps hy a mortgage on the 
huilding",. The rate of interest thpy 
afterwards voluntarily reduced to 5 
pel' c('n t. 
In 1877, 3,S money was not forth- 
coming quickly enough to pay the in- 
terest on the amOlint advanced hy Uw 
Dil'ectOl's, the means of meetinJ{ the 
dpficiency were fully discussed; and 
to aid the Society, the Rpv. R. Camp- 
bell ruadp the following suggestions :- 
That a Stock Book be opened, and 
shares of, say, $
O each be sold; the 
Society to guarantee 5 per cent. per 
annum interest. Therehy getting a great- 
PI' number of persons interesterl in the 
:-;uccess of the Society. Also, that Public 
Meetings, arlrlresserl by thp leading speak- 
ers of the day, be helrl, and the public 
charged a reasonable ad mission fee. 
These suggestions found favolll' with 
thp Dil'pctors, and a Committt'e was 
appointf-'d to canv:tss'for shal'eholùel's. 
A littlp over $1,000 was collected in 
this manner. 
But even then it was found that thp, 
Society could not undf-'r ordin:u'y cir- 
ClHnstances, pay its Pl'incipal deht. 
The mattpr was df-'hated for some 
time; and in 1892, as some of those 
who had ad vanced money pxpressf:'d 
thPill sf:'l ves that thpy bad npver ex- 
pectf:'d to makp anything out of the 
invpstment, and were quite willing to 
relieve the directoratf:', hy donating 
all or part of what they had advancpd, 
Mr David Barr took the initiative in 
approaching all these parties, and as 
a ['esult, 1\Iessrs A. A. \Vl'ight, Geo. 
B. Cardiff, Roht. CarswplI, Joshua 
Murphy, Roht. Leitch, Sr.. D[,. 1\Iann, 


Nohle Dean, Rev. R. CampheIl, Jas. 
\Vard, Peter Dougan, 'Vm. Air,tb, T. 
B. Muir and J as. McLachlan were 
created life members, having donaten 
$20 or more to the relipf of the deht ; 
while Donald :3lew:l['t, Jr., Allan Mc- 
Nab, Duncan )ldntYl'e, John Mc- 
Guire, Jas. Fraser, Jas. Lindsay, 
Duncan Stp\vart, Alpx. Miller, Jas. 
Gibhons (Admaston). E. )'Iayhew, Jos. 
Plannt. Jas. Clèll'k, Adam Lindsay, 
Donald Stew
tl't (Customs) ann l\Irs 
l\Iack ie Bar[' were made lllf-'U1IJPrs for 
one year, having donated $10.00 or 
more; and .1\1(,8srs J. D. 1\1(' Donald, J. 
C. Hyptt, J. & J. D. l\1cNicol, J. C. 
'Vl'ight, J. H. 'Valford, 'V. :Frood, 
Thos. Hynes, 1'1. l\IcDermid, 1\lrs 
Inglis, and 
h-s Geo. Ross, having 
donatec1 all they suhscl'ihect, \Vere 
returned thanks. 
This move relie\"ed the financial 
tension, wiping out bptween Pl'incip.tl 
and intf-'rt'st, over $1,000: and since 
then thp dil'pctors hiwe heen ahlp to 
kepp up their payments of intel'est on 
the halancp, promptly, and havp re- 
duced the pl'incip:tl indehtf:'dne8s to H, 
little over $100. In 1893, in ordel' to 
give a. hetter ring fOl' spepding horses. 
ahout t\\"o :tc['es pxtl':1. of land to thp 
east were purchaspd fl'om the late 
\ViIIi:tm Airth. Further impro\'p- 
ments to the grounds aud huildings 
have heen madp f('om timp to time. 
For' a few years it spemeù as if the 
South Renfrew Fair, in common wit h 
many othpl' district fairs, WSèt doom- 
ed to he cl'owJed out by the hu.ger 
exhibitions of thp citips; hut that dan- 
gpr now seems gonp hy. Readjusr,ment 
to changing conditions seems to he all 
tbat is uecessa['y to prolonp; thp exist- 
encp of the institution; and now tha.t 
the indehtedness is about wiped out. 
the enlargempnt or changing of the 
grounds, and the erection of Iwttf'[' 
huildings. is heing discussed by the 
d ir'ectorate. 
As noted abovf:', during the forty- 
nine years of the Society's pxistence 
there were only two sec['etaries: 1\lr 
GeOl'ge Ross fl'om AP1'iI 183:3 to Jan. 
18ö2; and Mr Robert McLaren from 
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tha.t time until J,Lll. l00
, whpu he 
volulltal'Ìly l'eti1"eÙ, and his place was 
filled hy the plection of l\h Ol'ange 
\Vl'ight. 
Iuch of the success of the 
Society has hepn due to the cOIU"tesy 
of :\h 
IcLa.ren dm'ing his fm"ty years 
of puhlic sel'vicp, and tu the cünfidence 
of the peopl p in his fail'ness and integ- 
rity. 
The Pl"esiden t.s ha.\-e hepn more 
1HIIJJP.l'OUS; hut still, owing t.o one 01' 
twu long terms, not large in uumuel. 
1\11- J. L. 
IcDùl1gall was PrcsidPll t 
f1'om 1853 to ]856; then Henry Ail,th. 
Sl'., for one yea1'; Ar'ehih:tld Pattel'son 
for" two year's ; John McN ah for one 
year; 'V Ill. Jamieson for one ypar; 
Alpx Stewart for two years; John 


Gibhons. one year; Jai> Thomson, Olle 
year; Dit\'Íd Airth, one year; J. L. 
McDougall, five year's; Hem'y Ail"th, 
two yeëtrS ; John Barnard, one ypar; 
Alex Biu'nel. thr.t:'e year's; Wm. Ban- 
ne1"ma.n, Peter D.dglish, Jas. Car'swell, 
Geo. B. Cardiff. each one year; then 
J as. Üiu'swel1 for thÍl,teen years; 
Gregor' McIntyre for' two year's; and 
thpn JitS. Citrswpll aga.in for seven 
years more: he still holding the posi- 
tion. esteem ell for his many gifts and 
servicps to the institution, anù for' the 
hearty gpniality of his disposition, 
which has such an influence in retain- 
ing the confidence and sympathy of 
the people for the South Renfrew 
A1'giculttll'1d Society. 


. 
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FREE 


The Ma.sons, as is well-known. are a 
peculiar folk. Most other societies 
come hefore the puolic more or less 
prominently, and with some particular 
object in doing so ; but the 
lasons ap- 
pear to keep their affa.irs to them- 
selves as a. family, neverseekin
 for re- 
cruits from thp outside world. accept- 
ing only those who voluntarily offer, 
and not all of them. As to whethpr 
there OP any truth in the old stor'ies 
of their p1'actising the "hlack art," 
having visits from "Auld Cloutie" 
during Lodge mpetings, or treating 
their novices to ridps on goats, the 
profanp :tl'e in profound ignorancp. 
Thp1'e is therefore little known, Of>- 
yond the pale, of the histor'y of Ren- 
frpw Lodge, No. 122, the name of 
which has appeared for some years on 
a window O\'Pl' Muit"s "China HitlI" 
on Ragla,n stl'pet. However, npxt to 
thp Sons of Tf>mpprance, it is thp 
oldest fratprnal organization in Hen- 
f['ew, and, f['om 1\11' \Vm. Hay, who 
has hppn making some cesparchps, we 
have gleaned the following :- 
The Lodgp was ti['st opened 10th 
DecP-lllhp1', 1859, under authority from 
the then Grand M;tStp1" Judge \Vil- 
son, of the Queen's Bench. The 
Lodge Room was in the upppr p;trt of 
l\1unro's Hotel. now The Exchangp. 
The charter memhpl's were :- 
A. H. Dowswell. J.P.. Burnstown. 
John l\Iunro, Hotel keeper, Ren- 
frew. 
Collar 1\1. Church, 1\1.0., ArnpriOl'. 
Archihald Patterson, Postmastpr, 
Ad.maston. 
John Pa1'is, l\1il]ownpr. \Vhitp Lake. 
Matthew Patterson, 1\1.0.. Douglas., 
Alexandpr 1\IoOl'e, Millownp1', Ad- 
HHtston, 


MASONS. 


And['ew Bell, C.E., Dougla<;, now of 
AlmOlllp. 
\Villiam l\Ior['i
, Luwher Merchant, 
Greenlaw. McNah. 
Ppter 1\IacIntyrp, Farmer, Horton. 
George .McDonald. \Vhite Lake. 
Of thesp, the only one now li ving' is 
l\h Bell, residing in Almonte, and a 
lliPllloer of the fi1'I}) of Bell & Cl'aW- 
ford, Engineers and Land Surveyors, 
Ottawa. 
The Lodge continued to meet and 
increase in numbers in the same place 
until Sept.., 18ß6, when it was ['ellloved 
to the 01(1 Temperance H,tll, thencp in 
OctoheJ', 1872, to Muir's Hall, and in 
September, 189!; to the p['espnt com- 
modious apartments in the Barlwt 
Block, corner of Raglan and Prince 
streets. 
\Vhether the Rpnfl'ew Masonic 
Lodge has had the ups and do\vns 
common to most other organizations 
we do not knO\v. It is only in evidence 
to the puhlic on occasions of fUllentls 
of decpased memhers, and tht-Ï1' annual 
attemlallce in :t hody at Divine St'l'- 
vice-or occasionally, after their 
1;'thours in the Lodge. regalin
 tlwm- 
selves at Bl'OtheL' Stitt's-hut judJ;{- 
ing from appear;tncp
, the institution 
has p1'osperpd. It numhers among it-; 
mernbet's many of OUl' most resppctPd 
to\vnsll1en, with sPvP1'al f1'Olll Uu' sur- 
rounding countl'y. \Vhat Uw 1\1asons 
du in the line of henevolencp, eitllPr 
toward.;; individuals 01' as g'l';tnts to 
charitahle institutions, is not known 
to the public, bllt we arp of course 
aware that this Lodg'p furnishetl :t 
ward in our Hospital, and it Hlso 
r('gula1'ly contrihutes to the "Sick 
Children's Hospital" in Tm'onto. 
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THE SCHOOLS FROM 1850. 


Robert Rule Wilson held sway over 
the youthful minds of the Renfrew 
portion of Horton township in 1850 
and for the npxt two or three years, 
and hij,l successor& were one Smith, 
who was a very strict disciplinarian, 
and two 01' three times came to clash- 
in
 with the trustees; Thomas Boland, 
who had come direct from Ireland; 
and Al'chibald Mcere
or, a Beckwith 
man; thf-' first two serving only brief 
periods. In 1858, when Renfrew was 
f-'rected into a separate Village Muni- 
cipality, tllf-' School Board was re-or- 

anized as Wf-'Il. Thf-' first nomination 
of ComllllHl School trustees was held 
in the school-house-that little log 
building still standing in rear of Mr 
Stafford'
 dwelling on Plaunt Street, 
-at the call of Mr Geo. Ross as re- 
turning officer, on Thursday, 13th of 
January, 1859. Thp trustees chosen 
were John BUl"n
, Dr. David Evans, 
John McRae, Samuel Francis, Joseph 
Gravelle and Robert C. Mills. By 
hallot, the first two were chosen for 
three years. the third and fourt,h for 
two years, and the last two for one 
year. At this same meetin
 it was 
moved by William Dickson. seconded 
by John McAndrew, and resolved, that 
the Board of Trustees now elected 
meet with the Grammar School Trus- 
tees at as early a elate as possible in 
order to adopt measures to fm'm a 
union between the Common and 
Grammar Schools and to co-coperatf-' 
with the Board ot Grammar School 
Trustees in ohtainin
 It qualified 
Grammar School teacher. 
The new Board of Common School 
Trustees did not meet untH March 
18th, when Mr Burns was chosen 


Chairman, and Mr Geo. Ross, Secre- 
tary. Mr Gravelle, having accepted 
office as one of the Trustees of the 
Separate School, vacated his seat as a 
member of the Common School 
Board, and a week later l\b- William 
Dickson was t'lpcted to fill the va- 
cancy. At the next meeting, a ['ate 
of Is. and 3d. per month was fixed to 
be charged on all resident children, 
a'nd Is. !Old. pel' mon th on all non- 
resident children. 
On the 9th of API'iI, 1859, a union 
meeting of the Grammar School Trus- 
tees of tbe County and the 
Board of Common School Trus- 
tees of the Village was held in the 
Town Hall. There wel'e present, of 
the Grammar School Board; Rev. 
Michael Brynt'. Rev. S. C. Fraser, Dr. 
Geo. Smith, .John Munro and Geo. 
Ross. And of the Common School 
Board. M
ssrs BUl'ns, E,'ans, Mills, 
McRae and Dickson. Father Bryne 
was called to thf-' chair. The pro- 
priety of a union of tht' BOI
rds waR dis- 
cussed. It was unanimously approved; 
and a committee, consisting of Messrs 
Burns, Smith, Ross, Evans, Byrne 
and Dickson, was appointed to have 
the necessary documents governing 
the union drawn up and signed, and 
the secretary, Mr Geo. Ross, was in- 
structed to advertise for a Grammar 
School teacher': salary not to exceed 
cßl50. The "necessary document" of 
union as e,'olved comprised' seven 
somewhat closely written pages enu- 
meratin
 14 Articles. The preamble 
set forth that the union was desir- 
able "in order to secure a beneficent 
and t'ffective system of education for 
the general advantage of the inhabit- 


. 



50 


THE STORY OF RENFREW. 


ants of thp Villag-p." The Articles 
providpd that the union school,should 
he known as .. The Renfrpw Puhlic 
Schoo)." The desi
n of the school 
was set forth in Article 3 to he" to 
afford a coursp of instruction lu>gin- 
ning with thp alphahet and f'mhr::tcing 
the English, French, Latin and Grepk 
languages, writing, al'ithmetic. algehl'a, 
geometry, trigonomf'try, surveying, 
history and geog-raphy, book-kepping 
and thf' elements of natUl'al and moral 
philosophy, elocution, rhetoric and 
logic and such other hl'anches as thp 
Trustees thel'eof shall dpem proper to 
introduce." The Principal was to get 
not morp than .ß200 a ypar. Pl'ovision 
was made for the gratuitous instruc- 
tion of not more than ten poor pupils. 
The Articles of agrpement wpre sign- 
ed hy Michael Byrne. Geo. Ross, GeQ. 
Smith, Archihald Patterson and John 
Munro of the Gl'ammar School Trus- 
tees, and John Burns, Samuel Francis. 
'ViJliam Dickson. D. Evans, John Mc- 
Rae and R. C. Mills of the Common 
School Board. 
At a mf'eting on thf' 29th April, 
'Villiam Dickson was electHI Chair- 
man of the joint Board. The ap- 
plicants for thf' position of first 
master of thf' Grammar School under 
the new conditions were: J. L. Mc- 
Dougall. Jr., of Toronto: Thomas 
Rome, of Smith's Falls, and Finlay 
McNab, of Kingston. Aftel' consider- 
ahle df'hate on the merits of thp 
candidates, on mot.ion of Messrs Pat- 
terson and Francis, Finlay McNah 
was electf'd at a salary of oe1j8, to 
commencp tpaching on the fi('st of 
June. Rev. Geo. Thomson \va<; nom- 
inated as Local Superintendent of 
Schools. hut he elf'clined to a('cppt; 
and Rp,". \V. 'V. Lochf'ad (t.he Fref' 
Church minister) was thpreupon ap- 
pointed; and 1\'11' McGrpgor's services 
as Com mon School tpacher werp l'e- 
tained at a salary of oe5 pf'I' month. 
The' Grammar School building diel 
not long remain in usp for Grammar 
School purposps. On th
 27th 
August, a meeting of thp ratepaYf'rs 
was held to consider the procuring of 


0(' erection of suitR,ble buildings. Mr 
Cockhurn, the Superintendent of 
Grammar Schools for Ppper Canada, 
was prpspnt and condemned the 
huilding then occllpipd. A mo- 
tion was passed and nfterwards 
ratifipd hy tbe Tl'usteps, renting from 
1\11' Geo. Ross the lower flat of what 
was then and is yet known as the 
Town Hall, for threp years, at $50 a 
year. Fiftepn cords of hardwood and 
five cords of pine were procurpd for 
the winter's supply, early in Df'cem- 
her, from 1\11' Fl'ood at 6s 5d per cord 
for hardwood and 5s. for pine: a 
striking differpnce to the prices paid 
to-day. Mr McGregor was rptained 
as teachpr of the Common School for 
1860, at .ß65, and 
Ir McN ah at .ß150. 
. And at this early stage the local 
economist.q in school affairs appeared 
on the scene. At the annual mepting 
of ratppayers the minutp says: 
"After considerable discussion had 
hf'pn entf'red into regarding thp heavy 
and sepmingly unneCf'ssary expenc1i- 
ture incur('ed hy the Board in the past 
year. as exhibited hy thp School 
RC'port, it was resol vp,l that the Re- 
port 1)(-> adoptec1, and that the Pl'O- 
priety of a less expeneliture in con- 
ducting the affairs of the !'chool hp 
respectfully hrought hefore the noticp 
of the Board of School Trustees." 
Hpnry Gr'oves and Abraham Frasel' 
were thpn plectpd as trustees fm' three 
years in placp of \VilJiam Dickson and 
R. C. Mills. whose term had pxpired ; 
and John Smith, Reevp, was elected 
to take thp place of John 1\lcRap, 
who rpsignpd. The 1mitpd Board of 
1860 organized with Rpv. Gpo. 
Thomson as Chairman and 1\11- Ross 
as Spcreta,r'y-Trf'aSuI'pl', anc1 a Com- 
mittf'p was appointf'd to ('all on Messrs 
McDougall and SineJair to ascprtain 
whethpr a suitahlf' sitp C01lJc1 hp 
procurpd for school purposes. Ap- 
parently, thf' Board had hard 
or husy times in finan('ing: 
there Wf'rp ,frequent dpnHmds on 
the Council's Treasurer and for collec- 
tions frollJ ratppayers : Mf'ss('s Torney 
and Faichney hping engagpd at differ- 
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ent times to collect back ùues on a 
percenb\ge: and in July of 18üO, a 
committee was appointed to confer 
with 
Ir McNab to see on what terms 
he would be prepared to carryon the 
school-providinK himself and an 
a,ssistant, and maintaininK the school 
at its then pfficiency. Npgothttions 
were apparen tly proceeding satisfac- 
tor'ily, hut in Octohpr l\h- l\IcNab 
a
ked tllP Board to accept his re.,igna- 
tÌon. This was done with pxprpssions 
of rpgl'pt. 1\11' 1\IcNah, under the 
terms of his agreement, pI'ovided a 
suhstitutp, and this substitute was 
Joshua Fra
f'r. In Novembpr, thp 
Board appointed a committee to c1tll 
on 1\11' Fr;tser and offel' him l'e-ellgage- 
ment at .t:l:2;:; a year and .E2:> or 1:30 
a VP;tl' murp if he provided an assis- 
ta"nt: the holidays to comprise only 
two weeks in sunUlJPr, two wf'eks at 
New Year. and the Saturday of each 
week. Apparpntly the('e had heen 
some douht ahout the memhership of 
the Grammar School Bmu'd, for Coun- 
ty Clerk 'V. R. F. BU1'forrl was writ- 
ten to, and answered that the nH'm- 
hers were Rev. l\Iessrs Bryne, S. C. 
Fraser, Almel'os and Thomson, and 
1\IPSSI'S \Villiam Halpenny and Archi- 
hald Thomson. Appal'pntly that 
year, as in the year hefor(> and as in 
pretty ne:u'ly every year since, thp 
conduct of the schools and their finan- 
cial management came in for con- 
siderahle comment and criticism, and 
regret was expressed at the small at- 
tf'ndancf' of thf' elect.ors at the annual 
meeting whilp so many HHtde com- 
plaints; and "It was moved hy 1\h 
Fortllllitlls Hughes, spcon(lpd hy 1\h' 
Simar'd, and rpsolved, thi1.t the S(-'('('e- 
tary is hprehy instructed to comll1uni- 
ca.te with the Uounty Council expI'ess- 
ing thf' regret of the meeting at the 
course put'SIIP!! hy the County Coun- 
cil in appointing' durin
 the p;tst Yf'ar 
sevel'al parties as GI'amllHu' School 
T('ustees for thi
 section who were 
wholly unfit fOl' such duties, who wel'e 
d istastpful to the people and contrary 
to the exprpss wishps both of the peo- 
ple and the Bmu'd of Trustees, and al- 


<;0 appointing more b-ustees than the 
law required, thereby causing 
confnsion in the Board of 
T('ustees:' \Villiam J amipsolJ, Reeve 
of HOt.ton Township, was also cl'iticiz- 
ed for having had anything to do 
with the County Council appoint- 
nH'n ts, and the Bmu'd were ad vised to 
see if the service
 of ;1, hoy could hp 
procured to swepp the schools and 
light tl
e fi('es free, in rptUI'n for 
his tuiPon, instead of paying .:t:3 
pel' annum, which was then being paid 
and which w
tS considered too high. 
Thpre may he those alive still who 
will rememher wh
tt the troublp was 
all ahout, and who werp the memhers 
the resolution was hitting at, as unfit 
and unpopular. It calls to mind 
storips of stilTing times, and bittpI' 
personal ant.agonisms which rathpr 
clonderl the peace of the conlmnnity 
in those early days, hut which mostly 
softened with the lapse of years. 
At the elpct.ion of Common School 
trustees fOI' 18ûl. John Smith and 
Samuel Francis were l'e-nominatec1 
and dec1arerl elpcted, hut 1\fr. Francis 
having rleclined to act, 1\Ir. Or'ange 
'Vright was f'lect.ed in his stead. Rev. 
l\h. Thomson and 1\11'. Gpo Ross WPI'P 
re-elected chairman and sPcl'etary 
l'Pspectively. At a mepting in 1\Iar'ch. 
Rev. 1\1r. FI'aser moved and :\h. J. L. 
McDougall seconded a r'psolution noti- 
fying the teac11Prs to intr'oeluce into 
theSemin1U'Y, "Sangster's AI'ithmetic" 
in dollars and cents, on 01' befol'p thp 
1st of 1\Ia}'. .MI'. FI'H
el', hy t1w 
tPl'IIlS Ilmlel' which he had "een 
f'ng:lged, had pI'ocm'pel a teaclwI' for 
the common school, amI this teacher 
was Donald Stewart, son of onp of the 
pionepl's, ani] many YP;u's t1wl'eafter 
a te;lchel' in Rpnfrew. for many years 
also Customs officer, and dpceased in 
1901. On 1\11-. Fmser's rptirement 
in Septemhel', 1861, 1\11'. Stewart was 
appointed Principal of hoth the GI'am- 
mal' School and Common School for 1\0 
timp. 1\11' Ben. Freer \Va., the choice of 
the tl'tlstpes a
 the SUCCPSsor of 1\h' 
Fraspr, and 1\11,. Stew
u't was re-engag- 
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ed at an increaseil salary as principal 
of the Oommon School. 
At the annual ratepayers' meet- 
ing of 1862 all seems to havt-' 
been peaceful, John Burns being- re- 
elected trustpe, and Jos. Gravelle 
elf'ctpd in place of DI'. Evans. Rev. 
Geo. Thomson and Geo. Ross were 
re-plected chairman and secretary. In 
April, rates of tuition wpre fixed at 
the same scale for both residpnts and 
nOll-l'esidents-1s. 3d. per month for 
Cornlllon School, and 2..,. 6d. pel' month 
fOl' GI';\lllmar School. In Octoher. 1\11' 
Donald Stewal't was compelled hy ill 
health to r'csign his position. Miss 
Hodson was asked to accepttheposition 
but l'efuseò, and 
h' Duncan Stewart 
agr'eed to fill it till tht-' t-'nd of the year. 
There was serious dphate whethpr tht-' 
GI'ammar School should he continued 
or not. hut it was dpciòed to keep it in 
existence at least anothpr year. 1\lr. 
Fl'pet' waS rp-engagt'd as telu
her. and 
l\h. John Park was engaged as teacl1f'I' 
of the common school for 1863 at a 
salary of .:eüO a year. 
At the Tl'llstee election of 18ß:J, 
Samupl Ft';wcis, Patr'ick Kelly, Geo. 
Ross. John l\IcAndrew, John O'Harro, 
\VllI. 1\I;.lCkay, David Airth, and :\h 
l\Iackay, Jr., were nominated. A 
poll waS demanòpd on hehalf of 
Patrick Kelly, and l\1essrs McAndrew 
and \Vm. l\Iackay WPt'e elected. On 
the Grammar School Board that year, 
Hpnry Bellprhy anil John Pal'is SPPlll- 
pel to lip the new memhprs. Rev. 
Gpo. Thomson ['ptired from thp chair- 
manship; Rev. 1\11' Lochead was chos- 
pn .ts his succP
sor'; l\Ir Bellprhy \Vas 
appointed 
ecrptary and A. Fraser 
was appointed treasul'pr, the last two 
at a salary of eight dollars pach. 
This spems to have hepn a matter of 
contest: for at the npxt meeting, on 
l\Ial'ch 19t h, l\1es
H's Paris and Hal- 
ppnny movpd that the resolutions pass- 
t'd at the last session, ma.king these 
two appointmpnts, bp struck out of 
thp minutes. The chairmltn ruled 
this motion out of order. l\1essl's A. 
Thomson and J. Smith thereupon 


movpd the confirmation of the 
minutes, when Messrs Paris, Gravelle, 
Ha.lpenny, McAndrew and Burns 
left the meeting: leaving only six 
memlwrs. not a quorum. And to com- 
plete the mix-up, Rev. 1\11' Lochead at 
once resigned the chairmanship and 
his position as onp of the Grammar 
School trustees. It would seem that 
it was the llHtttf-'r of salary which 
caused all this hpat: for at tllP next 
g-athering, after l\h J. L. 1\lc Doug-all 
had heen electpd chairman. a motion 
hy l\Iessrs Smith awl Thomson tha.t 
the motion making- the appointmpnts 
of secI'etary and treasurer should hp 
rescinded so fill' as it relateel to theit. 
salal'Ïes, waS car'l'Ïed 1l1l1tnimously. 
Rev. Silas Huntingdoll Was appoint,;d 
Local Supe1'Ïntendpnt of the village 
schools fot, thp Yf-'1t)'. At the J unp 
mepting-, Twelve Dollar's was voted, 
to he expended in p1'Ïze books fO(' the 
union schools. .:\11' Frppr' was re- 
eugaged as grammal' school teacher 
for lHö-t- at æl:!;) and 1\1l' Pal'k as Com- 
mon School tpa.chül' at æ75. And at 
the end of tllP year, aftel' all, the spc- 
l'etary and trpaSUl'el' were paid their 
salary as originally voted. 
At t,he annual r;ttepayers'm<>eting 
in JanUëLt'Y, 18ü!, .!\IPSSI'S John Smith 
and AIH'aham Ft'aser were l'e-elected 
trustees, and a motion \'Vas p;tssed sug- 
gpsting to tlw Boar!1 t.he Pl'olwipty of 
appointing- two of its memhers as 
School VisitOl'S, and .. tha,t tht>se he 
l'Pq u il'ed to visi t the schools not less 
th;Ul twice in Pitch month for thp- pur- 
pose ofseping that due attention is paid 
to the pl'oppr instl'uction of thp pupils 
anrl tha.t due cal'p is taken of the 
hooks, maps, school appH I'atus aUfI 
furuitm'p." At thp npxt meeting ofthp 
Board, after discussion of this l'Psolu- 
tion, Re\'. Geo. Thomson and 1\11'. J. 
L. :\lc;Dougallllndet,took to nHtke an 
inspection of thp schools and to repol't 
to the Bo;trd the lesult. 1\J 1'. Fplix 
Devine waS this year appointed one of 
the Grammar School tl'usteps ; and at 
the mepting in Fehl'wtI'Y, J.L. McDou- 
gall was appointed ch;tÏl'man; John 
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Burns, secrptary; \Vm. Ma
kay, 
treasurer; and Silas Hunting-don, local 
superintendent. 
At the mpeting in :\lay, it was dp- 
dded to reduce the Grammar School 
feps to Is. 3d. again: in order to get 
the avpragp attendance up uver ten, 
that the Government grant for thp 
half year might he ohtainpd. 
For 1863, .Mpssrs Frper and Park 
were re-pngagpd, and Rev. \Vm. 
Creighton was appointed local super- 
intendpnt in place of Rev. Silas Hunt- 
ingdon, rPlllo\Ted ; and the old school 
building \Vas rented to tllP \Vpslpyan 
1\Iethodists fOl' a place of worship fm' 
one year at .-ß-l. 
At the annual school mpeting of 
18(3;), John O'Harro and Rohert Mc- 
Laren wpre elected trustep
. Re v. 
Gpo. Thomson was plected chairman: 
and John Burns and \Vm. 
Jackay 
were re-elected secI'etary and trpasur- 
er. There was somp lively discussion 
dm'ing the yeal' over thp re-eng:-tge- 
ffipnt of the teachprs, hut in tllP eml 
Messrs FI'eer anù Park werp re-en- 
gaged. 
At the annllal plection of 1866, 
Rohert Drysdale and Jamps. Ward 
wpre elected tl'lIstpes, anò Ppter 
Dougall was appointed a Gm.mmar 
School tl'ustee hy the County Coun- 
cU. Rev.:\lr Thomson was rp-elected 
chairmnn, and the officps of secretary 
and trpa.surpr wpre comhined in John 
Burns at a salar'y of $16 a year. A 
resolution was passpd, on motion of 
1\Ipssrs Smith anù Dpvinp, that Dr. 
Freel' visit the schools once a. month 
and see th,lt the chi1dl'pn \VPI'e free 
from skin dispasp. In .March, Alpx. 
J amipsnn W:lS elpctpù a Common 
School trustpp in place of John Smith, 
I'psigned, he heing al,o:o a Grammar 
School tl'ustpe. A hill rpndpl'ed at 
the next mppting hy Dr. Evans show- 
ed tha.t the visitation of the school hy 
a DoctOl was nut an innovation of 
'66; fOl' Dl'. Evans' hill WaS for such 
services in 1862, 1863 and 180;): six 
visits in u.ll, $6. Rev. Thus. \ValkN' 
was appointpd local supel'intendpnt in 
O('tohpr in place of Rpv. 
Ir Creigh- 


ton, rpmoved. 
Iessrs Freer and 
Park werp re-engagpd for 1867 at 
salarjps of $500 and $300 respectively. 
At the annual school-mepting in 
lS67, Alex. Jamipson and Jas. Gibbons 
were electpd trustpes. The cha,irman 
;l.nd secretary were re-appointed. 
1\Ipssrs FreN' and Park wpre re- 
engaged for 1868 at $535 and $300. 
At thp annllal election of 18G8, John 
O'Harro and James Bromley wel'p 
elected trustees, and Sinon O'Gorman 
was plectpd in place of .Jas. Gibhons, 
rpsiglwd. Ch:-tir'man Thomson and 
secI'etary-treasurpr Burns were re- 
elected. At a mpeting in June. cir- 
culars wpre rpad fl'om the trustpps of 
Colhornp and Caledonia dis:.tpproving 
of t hat part of thl' Gl'amlwu' School 
Act pl'Ohihiting gir'ls from heing 
classed as Grammar School !';cholal's: 
hut it is not notpd that the Renfrpw 
Boal',i joinpd in the P!'otpst. 
As t.he closp of l
GS Hpproac1wd. 
there was considpl':lhle dpha.tp ahont 
the teaching- st.aff, and as a result., at 
a meet,ing in Septemher, it \Vas de- 
cidprl on a motion hrou{{ht in hy 
.MP
SI'S John Smith allcl Jas. \Vard, 
that a change of mastprs would be 
helwficial, aud UlP Spcrptal'Y was in- 
str'uctpd to notify )Iessl's Frepr and 
Pal'k that their' sPl'vice.s would not he 
r{->(luiled after thp tel'milla.tion of the 
ypar. And this was the heginning of 
a fpw months of tl'ouhle for' tlw 
trustees. An advPl.tisempnt for npw 
teachers was inserted in the Glohe 
and U:u'lpton Placp Hem.1d. After 
the receipt of applications, the Board 
met once. did nothing, and adjoUl'ned. 
Then it met. ag:,tin; when :l\lessl's Jas. 
Bl'omlt"y and Felix Devine movpd 
that 1\Ir- Freel' hp re-pngag-ed as 
Gl'anlluar School tpacher at a salary 
of $;)jO. In ampndment, John Smith 
and Alpxanùpr Jamieson moved that 
agreeahle to thp resolution of last 
session, the application of 2\11' Frepr 
hp laid to one side, and that the 
Boar'd then pl'oceed to splect a 
tpacher fl'om among the other ap- 
plicants. The amendment was dp- 
feated, and thereupon Messrs Sn;ith, 


, 
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Doug-all, Jamieson and O'Harro left 
the mf'eting-. There was not It 
qUOI'UUl left. Then a special meeting 
was called to choose a common school 
teacher: hut there was no qUOl'um: 
the chaÏ1'man, Re,". Mr Thomson, and 
Messr's Bl'omley, Dl'ysdale and BllI'ns 
being the only members to file an 
appearance. The next effort was 
more successful. Ther'e was a 
quorum. But no f'hairman. For the 
pro lent chairmanship even, there was 
a. contest; Messrs Bromley and 
O'GorUlan nominating l\h 'Vard; and 
.Messrs O'Hal'l'o and Jamieson in 
amendment proposing 1\11> Devine, 
As :\11' 'Vard was on the same side 
as .Messrs O'Harro and Jamieson, it 
looks at this fal'-off pel.ioll as if 1\11' 
'Yard's opponents were seeking to 

}1Plve him for the evening, and his 
friends were seeking to keep him on 
the .. floor of the house." Howevel" 
the opponents won; and Mr 'Yard 
was placed in the chair. Then a 
resolution of l\lessrs Bl'omley and 
O'Gorman that the minutes appoint- 
ing' 1\Ir Fl'eer he confirnlPd w:tS oppos- 
ell by Hn amendment offered hy 
Messl's O'Har'ro and Jamieson that 
the coufir'ming- of the minntes he left 
over till the next meeting-. The 
amendment waS lost, and the main 
lIlotion cal'l"ied. Tlwn the r'esig-na- 
tion hy Rev. Mr Thomson of the 
chairmanship was considered, and he 
was hy resolution requested to con- 
tinue to act till the annual meeting-. 
The applications for the eng-ag-ement 
of the common school mastership 
were taken up. There were four: 
from N. McLenaghan. Donald Stew- 
art, John Park and J. 'V. Costello. 
A motion to employ :\11' McLenaghan 
at a salar'y of $:{ßO was carried. A 
motion that in case of his non- 
acceptance, Mr Donald Stewar't he 
appointed was lost. A motion that in 
case of his non-accepta,nce. Mr Cos- 
tello he appointed was also lost. Ap- 
parently 1\Ir i\lcLenaghan did not 
accppt, fOl" on the 5th of January, 
l
üf), a meeting was called to" hire It 
comlllon school teacher." Messrs 


Smith, Gorman, O'Harro, 'Yard, 
Jamieson, Bromley and Drysdale 
wer'e present; hut the minutes note 
that.. when in the act of going into 
husiness a par'ty left. which left us 
without a qnorum." Another effort 
to agree was made at a special meet- 
ing on the 11th January, when in 
addition to t,hose at the last meeting 
Messrs Devine, Dougall and Burns 
were also prpsent. After :\11' 'Yard 
had heen again plac('d in the chair, it 
was moved hy Messrs J. Smith and A. 
J:tmieson that" in the opinion of the 
Board the meeting in Decem bel', 1808, 
was not properly calle(l and the 
minutes of the meeting of Hth of 
November were not correct, but as 
Mr Freel' had given up all claims 
Rgainst the Board, and no tr'ou hIe was 
UWl'efore likely to al'Ïse, thel'efore tn 
facilitate business, the cha.irman he 
authorized to sign the minutes." To 
this, Messrs l:h'omley anrl Devine 
offer'ed an anwndment that 1\lr Frepr 
he "released from all ohligation to 
teach 0111' schoo)." The amendment 
was defeated: l\Iessrs O'Gol'man, 
Devine, Bl'omley and Burns voting 
for it: and all tllP rest against. The 
motion was citl'ried on thp same 
division revprspd. This settled, 1\Ir' 
Alex. Jamieson was elected chaÏ1'man. 
Rev. l\Ir Thomson having- adhered to 
his resolution to resign. And then a 
tussle heg-itn again over the selection 
of the common school teacher. 
Messrs Devine and Bl'OnJley moved 
the selpction of 1\11' J. 'V. Costello. 
This was lost. Thpn Messr's 'Vard 
and 0' Harr'o 1l100'ed that 1\11' Donald 
Stewart he eng-aged at a salary of 
$2:;0; and Messrs Br'omley and 
Dl'ysddle moved that 1\11' 'V. E. 
Graham be appointed. The r'esolu- 
tion to appoint Mr' Stewart carried. 
At this meeting also, it was decided 
to aholish all feef. in the common 
school, and make it free for the year 
18ü9. 
At the annual election of 18ü9, John 
Churchill and Rohert Drysdale were 
elected common s
hool tl'l1stees; and 
on motion of .:\Iessrs S. O'Gorman and 
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DuullC8n McIntyre, the action of the 
BOIml in making the school free to 
residents of the village for 1869 was 
ratified. The County Council in Feb- 
rua.ryappointed Mr John McAndrew 
to take Rey Geo. Thomson's place 
on the Grammar School Board. Mr 
William Halpenny was elected chair- 
ruan of the United Board; and John 
Burns, secretary-treasurer, Out of the 
applic!l.tions received for the position 
of headmaster of the Grammar School, 
tl1P secretary was instructed to wire 
Joseph Morrison, Adrian Zimmerman 
and James Christie offering them, in 
that order of preference, $600 a year 
to take the position. And on motion 
of Messr
 Smith and O'Gorruan, Miss 


Bridget Tyne was chû!
en as assistant 
in the common school at :e40 for the 
. year 1869. Thi
 enga
ement was 
short-liyed, however; for in August. 
Miss Tyne, havin
 become Mrs J. 
Moore, asked to be released. The 
Board agreed, and offered the "acant 
position to Miss Ruth A. Wright, at 
$130 per annum, Rev. Paul Hougier, 
was th!l.t year appointed local super- 
intl'Jnrlent of the village 
chools. Mr 
Morrison, after a year as headmaster 
of the Grammar School, resigned that 
position; and Mr J. W. Conner was 
ellOfien in his stead. Mr St
wart and 
Miss Wright were re-engaged, each at 
an increase of salary, for 1870. 
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REV. ROBERT CAMPBELL, D.Se. 
Minister of St. Andrew's Congregation, Renfrew, for 
27 years, Moderator of the Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1899, and author of a 
portion of this Story of Renfrew. 
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THE STORY OF REKFREW 


BIOGRAPI-IICAL SKETCH OF 
RE". DR. CAMPBELL 


Rev. Robert Campbell, author of 
many of the kindly biographies in this 
Story of Renfrew, was born in 1846 in 
the city of Montreal; at twelve years 
of age was living in Brockville, and 
received most of his early education in 
Brockville Public School, then under 
the care of Rev. J. H. Johnston, a 
Methodist minister, who, finding a 
student of promise, urged the parents 
that Robert be encouraged to enter 
university. At fifteen the lad left 
school, and began life as an apprentice 
in the Grand Trunk workshops in 
Brockville. There was business de- 
pression shortly afterwards, and many 
apprentices were laid off. Robert was 
among these, and for three years he 
turned his attention to clerking, mean- 
time continuing his classical studies. 
He then entered Queen's University, 
and received his degree of B.A. in 
1867. He continued in college, taking 
the theological course, receiving his 
M.A. in 1870. After a year's postgrad- 
uate course in Edinburgh University 
he won first place in Philosophy, re- 
ceiving the medal and the Bruce of 
Grange Hall scholarship, as well as 
the offer of a parish in Scotland and 
a military chaplaincy in Ceylon. He 
however returned to Canada; and ac- 
cepted the call of St. Andrew's Pres- 
byterian congregation, Renfrew, in 
1871. For over twenty-seven years he 
remained the minister, building up a 
strong congregation, 0 new hi c h 
achieved the distinction of being the 


best missionary-gIvmg congregation 
in the Dominion. Under his inspira- 
tion the men of the congregation had 
much to do with making Renfrew a 
solid and progressive town. In 1884 
he received from Queen's University 
its first degree of Doctor of Science,- 
not an honorary degree but won 
by scholarship. He was lecturer in 
several universities for many years on 
Philosophy, Political Economy, anù 
Theology. In 1899 he was chosen 
Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada; 
and in the same year was chosen 
Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge, 
A.F. & A.M. Thereafter he was chosen 
to take up the work of the collection 
of the Presbyterian Church's "Cen- 
tury Fund," and the same financial 
ability that had made him the recog- 
nized finance minister of the Presby- 
tery of Lanark and Renfrew, brought 
to bear in the larger field, resulted in 
the collection of $1,500,000 in so effi- 
cient and economical a manner as has 
probably never been equalled in the 
raising of the same amount of money. 
But it was at the cost of much bodily 
and mental toil for three or four 
years. Then came a stroke of paraly- 
sis; and though its most serious effect 
passed away, there was the warning 
that his energies must not be so taxed. 
The evening of his days was spent in 
occasional preaching and in literary 
labors, including his portion of this 
Story of Renfrew. 
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Ube Stcr)2Of1Rettfrew 


The Narrative Continued from Documents, Interviews 
of the Older Inhabitants, and Personal Remembrances, 
by 
ev. Dr. Campbell. 


In resuming the ,. Story of Ren- 
frew," after the lapse of some years, 
a few sentences by way of preface 
may not be out of 'Place. In those 
:years, as we are sadly reminded, the 
pioneers who were then with us have 
passerl rapidly away, not more thau 
one or two being still to the fore. 
Those who came later have not tht' 
vi virl recollections of incirlents anrl 
events such as were searerl on the 
memories of (jhe earlier settlers by the 
hardship
 through which they pas
ed. 
Thus, thf're are many incirlf'nts which 
would make interesting rlJa(l;ng which 
are rlream-like to these hter comers 
and therefore cannot be recorded with 
any accuracy, after thfl lapse of fifty 
years or more. To add to the òiffi- 
culty. t;lere is a period from ]850 ou- 
w
rd for which tlwre are no docu- 
mentary recorrls of much value, out- 
sidfo of those which, in a few instances 
have been very ful1:r collated hy the for- 
mer narrator. Being thas condemned 
to make bricks without straw, what 
conlrl one ilo except to follow the eX- 
ample of all good preachers, whose 
(
ustom it is to return to the sllmo sub- 
jPcts and to enforcf' them sti 11 further 
by bringing forrh from thfl tleasur:y 
things ., new aDd old." TWÎC'9-told 
talps are somet.imes welcomed though 
there may be but slight variation in 
the re-telling. Yet it may be neces- 
sary to keep in mind the long-timp 
protest of onr good Scotch frienòs 
against the hl'l bit Jlrea('her
, hp th.?Y 


good or bad, have of resorting to the 
"barrel," and of shamelessl:y dishing 
out "eauld kail het again," which it 
has been maiutained they will do, 
and strive to do very slyly. on thfl 
slightest possible excu
fI' At the risk, 
then, of having it rlarkl)' whispered, 
"Aye, he's at his auld tricks again," 
the present writer gives notice that 
he ma)' be f'xppcted tc pick up a 
sheaf wherever he may find it and 
not be careful to reap only where he 
has strawerl. 
Further, the n9W narrator rf'joices 
in the well-known prejurlice which 
exists against being bound dOWB to 
accuracJ' in setting dates. How we 
all hated them in our 
chool days! 
They nt-'ver seemed to us to" arlorn a 
tale." We harbonre-i suspicions that 
tlu.y were a diabolical invention 
which Elome couclaye of hard-hea.rted 
schoolmasters (schoolmistrpsses could 
havp harl no complicity in such 
malice), had introrlncerl with expres
 
purpose of saildening school-b()y life, 
anrl of furnishing òaily and unfailing 
eXt
use for wielding "the birch." 
Shall we, tlwn, who have escaped the 
thraldom of òay an.l date, with all its 
consequent ph)-sical soren(>HS flnò men. 
tal pain, dpmanrl that we shall have 
reminclPrs of a detpsted past thrust on 
u,
 at eV9ry turn? Surely not; anò. 
to establish a good intent at the out- 
set, all our readers may be as
ured 
that though the "Story" may men- 
tion dates, it will be prratic anrl hazy 
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enough in the use of them to satisfy 
any schoolboy. If any should s
y: 
"aye, it'll likely be because ye canna 
dae better," we just admit that there 
is a great dASI in that. Neither the 
writer nor any of his informants can 
earmark every incideut and event 
with an exact date, and we won't 
profess to do that. 
It is to be feared, also, that the 
"Story" may be somewhat rlry or 
even "unco dreich," as the Scotch 
say of many sermons. Of necessity 
that must be very much thp. case, for 
much that might make it lively wonlrl 
be likely to make it too livel)' and 
cause a terrible stramash. Details 
which might grieve or offend mu!'!t as 
far as possible be barred, even at the 
risk of loss in dramatic interest, aud 
if any slip is made it will assuredly 
be unintentioual. 


Further, it may be explained that 
as the residents of th9 village in 1850, 
and the ten years after, were in a 
peculiar sense the "makers" of Ren- 
frew, and as they are nearly all gone 
now, it seemed thfit some effort might 
well be made to make our readers in 
somA measure perj;jonally acquainted 
with them all. There iR some risk 
of being terlions, indeed; and there 
can bA no such attempt, on any ex- 
tended scale, when we reach the later 
periods in which the person!'! ,uitteD 
about are in active service still, but 
our first chapter will be devoted to 
making acquaintance with the citi- 
zens of 1850-1860. 
So much, by wav of introrluction 
anit of telling what may be expected. 
Now turn we to the "Story," which 
left off, gener1iolly speaking, at th9 
end of the 'c forties. ., 
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1850 TO 1860 PERIOD 


Who, and What Manner of Persons, the Citizens of this 
Period Were. 


In a former chapter mav be found 
an extract from Smith's history 
which gives a succinct acconnt of the 
progress, resoOlces and prospects of 
Renfrew and the surr'JOndinR town- 
ships at the beginning of thi9 period. 
That resnme may easily be supposed 
to have been based on a leaf from 
the note-book of some reporter who 
had been commissioned to spy ont the 
land. As he evidentl
 traversed the 
mail ronte from Pakenham throngh 
White Lake and Bnrnstown, likely 
he came on horseback, which was at 
that time ft favorite mode of travel- 
ling and one in which many lDen and 
women wer
 adepts. Wheeled ve- 
hicles might get throngh, bnt only 
nnder penalty of mnch joltin
 and 
straining and the imminent possi- 
bility of being mired in n arshy 
places which were almost impa'-sable 
when wet weather intervpned. It 
limited hi8 pnrpose better to come bv 
that roãd. bnt thq Ottawa Riv('r rout9 
\Vas then a more pligible way of 
reaching our vi llag(' from outside 
points during the 
umm('r. From By- 
town sta
es ran to Aylmer, Thence, 
a steamer convf\}'ed passengers and 
freight throngh Lake Deschenes to 
the foot of the Chats rapids. There. 
a porta
e was made-at first by bat- 
teanx; bnt. later, by horsè railway 
- and from the head of the Chats 
rapids another steamer ran to Con- 
roy's wharf at Bonnechere Point, 
whencp conveyalwP ('ouId hp ha(1 


over a rather poor roal\ to Renfrew. 
The steamer Oregon was amongst the 
first on Deschene
 Lake <md. for a 
time Geo. Ross. afterwards of Ren- 
frew. was her captain. LRter, she 
was replaced by the Lady Cnlbol'ne. 
The Geo. Bnchanan was the first on 
Chats Lake. and the Emerald followed 
when thp Buchanan was di
mantled. 
This ronte was improved early in 
the fifties bv the bnilding of Far- 
rell '8 wharf 
 and the openi ng f)f the 
OpeonRo road to ani beyond RQn- 
frew, It was extended a Iso by the 
opening of thp Gonld route. from thp 
heacl of Chats LakA by stage to Cob- 
rlen, thence by steamAr through Mnsk- 
rat Lake anrl Hi V9r to Ppmbroke, anrl 
eventnally to Des JoachiJ.1Js and by a 
series of portages to Mattawa. This 
continued to be the bnsiness and pleas- 
nre ronte till on in the seventies, and 
even after. So mnch for means of in- 
gress and egress in those days. 
The man with the note book came 
on from Bnrnstown anrl has I?i ven ns 
a glimpse of what ho saw. No doubt 
he set down mnch more, and what a 
relief it would be to the present 
chronicler if only such a notp book 
had fallen into his hands. Having 
had no snch precion
 winMall he may 
yet follow that reporter's tracks and. 
taking to himself a reporter's well 
known license may strive to make a 
storY of it after all by introdncing 
to your fnrthl?'r acqnaintance those 
who were helping Rpufrpw forward. 


. 
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pointing out where and how they 
were at work and giving some hints, 
or guesses it may bP, as to what 
manner of men or women they were. 
The first outpost of Renfrew after 
leaving Burnstown would be the 
church at "Canaan," which up to this 
rlate had been sl1pplierl by Mr Mann, 
of Pakenham, who held !>ervip.e there 
every third Sabbath, to which came 
with commendable regularity the set. 
tlers in Bromley, Admaston, Horton 
and McN
b, as well as those in Ren. 
frew; R. R. Smith, A. Paterson, 
John Campbell, of Allmaston, b('ing 
prominent amongst tnose who canlP 
from far. At this time, ho.w('ver, the 
burden of the work had laid the 
minister asirle for near a year and 
negotiations were 011 foot wldeh re- 
suitell in securing a minister for M(
- 
Nab and Horton. Th at first church 
on "Churchfield" Stf'wart's fal'm 
about two miles from Burnswwn con- 
tinuell to be a
 Zion to thf-' old s('t- 
tIers, down to t}w t,imf' of its df'. 
molition near 1885. 
Th(' Rf'ConrI outpost woulr'l be about 
a mile nearer the yiJhge, where the 
reporter would certainly call on the 
Morris and Martin familieR, whose 
business and social rplatioJ1s with the 
village werp v('ry close. There as we 
know were the first post officf' anct the 
County Registry office; .Tas. Morris, 
Sr., and afterwarr'ls Jas. Morris, Jr., 
hoIdin
 theRe positions In 1850, Jas. 
MorriE. jr., was reevf' of McNab and 
Bagot, and in 1833 he was warden of 
the united counties of Lanark awl 
Renfrew. Renfrew h<uI in him a most 
(Oon"isteot and })rlulent friend and ad- 
vocate, and had he not had to )"('tire 
from municipal life on his appoint- 
ment as Registrar in IBM his popu- 
larityand hi:'1 wisdom in counsel would 
('ertainly have meant much for our 
village in the exciting times that came 
later on. A modest, retiring gentle- 
wan, yet determined in acting uu to 
his convictions, he was highly re5pe("t- 
ed by all who knew him and fitted 
wf'll the positions of Rpgistrar and 
Hheriff, to which in !'ucees!òiOJ1 he was 
called, A trait in his char
H'tf'r which 


f'ndearerl him to many in this vicinity 
was the iutense love he had for the 
scenf'S of his earI.v days. This brought 
him often from Pembroke to spend a 
rlay in his old baunts or to worship 
in the old church, anrl at such times 
many a wafm hanrl grip was given 
anrl received. 
\Vm. Morris was more se9n about 
our streets, as his lumbering operations 
harl their baRe }wre, anrl as the Mar- 
tin's, father and sons, took part in 
his activities, the sarnA may be saill 
of them. HiI' home at Greenlaw WitS 
the much frpquentell meeting place of 
the young people when on pleasure 
bent. Frequentlv there were large 
partIes of inviterl 
uests, who were 
right royally entertainf'd. But the 
mORt cherished memories of many 
clustered around the happy evenings 
spent there by little bands who r(ode 
out, knowing that they net'rJpd no 
special invitatiolJ to make them free 
of the hospitality of tha ever genial 
host and host3ss of Greenlaw. Re. 
vers('s came later, for lumbering WRS 
a p'recarious business in those .1ays, 
anrl' hy the o'
eventi('s" the Wm. 
Morris aurl Martin familips had scat" 
tf'red. to Fl'\rt William, to Calgary,. 
to Vancouver and th
 Vernon Valley. 
Mrs Morris st,ill lives "in Vancouver 
and the Martins 
ue activf' workers 
in the Vprnon countr)'. 
Peter Morris, who was for a time 
in thp West Inrlies, and, after, in 
busin('ss in Burnstown, died early and 
touched our village most through his 
daughter, who came to us about. 1870, 
as the bride of J. L. McDougall, then 
M.P. and M.P.P. for S, R('nfrew. 
Between Greenlaw anrl th(' village 
the early s.=ttlers were, for the most 
part, notable for frugaHty and indus- 
try, for intelligence amI self-reliance. 
Their r(lligiou
 training had a strong 
gri}) upon them, also. awl upon their 
children after them. Thus they had 
grpat ly prosperf\II, anrl on(' rf'alizes 
that, though nut wit.l.Ín its bounrls, 
they 11esPrv(' recognition a.s very h('lp- 
ful .. makers of ReHfrew. ,. On oth('r 
lines r,'onvergiug ill tl1(' villag'3 also, 
\\'(,l"f' mpn of likp stamp who Wf're 
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similarly helpful. The various Stew- 
art families, the }'orrests, Smiths 
and Frasers, the Knights, McLarens 
and Barrs, the McI:Jtyr9s, McNabs, 
Martins and Russells, the Eady con. 
nection, aud the Jamiesous, as well as 
many others, may be said to have laid 
the foundations of the business pros- 
perity of the to'Yn by their, yearly 
grpwing trade. But ,even that waR a 
small thing compared with so;m.ething 
else which th
 majorit_v of t.hem. did. 
For, they sent Uß well-trained and in- 
dustrious sons and danghters and, 
looking backwarrl ,an
1 noting who 
these WEJre and what thAY have been 
doing, qne easily rllsco,"ers thAt many 

f Qur best citizen!:? came. to us in that 
w;ay and that, without thEJir good 
help, it is qnite, unlikely that Ren. 
frew would have grown to be the 
solid town that it is to-rlay. I 
, So much to tht:! credit of the sturdy 
yoemen who peopled the townships 
a
ut
 . 
A second outpost was at the mills 
on the creek, about a mi Ie an (1 a half 
out. These were the first mins in the 
vicinity and w
re 
 great boon to the 
community. Iu the early part of ,this 
p
ri9d th
y were operated by John 
McRae i but, as he soon after removed 
to his new mill on the Bonnechere. 
his r
cord may be deferred till we 
meAt him as a full-tlefiged citizen of 
Renfrew. 
Ooming to the head of Barr's hill, a 
glance to his right hand would show 
our reporter the first clearancelll in the 
village proper-large clearances-and 
in the distance the fine farmsteading 
of Sergeant Airtl:t, I who, with the 
strong help of five s.
alwart sons and 
as, many sonsie t1augh
e.rs, had got 
tar beyond the days ! when "tauti
s 
and a,pickle saut" ,rpade,an 
ccept. 
able me
l. He's, ft man of ,suþ9t
nce 
now. His son David is his working 
partnAr. In an honored old a
e he 
h
lds the posts of elder in 
he Kirk, 
of J. P. and of Oaptain in Militia. He 
has been Oouncillor and ReE\ve, but 
from this time forward leaves such 
honors to his sons, An intElligent 
and reliable man, a disciplinarian, as 


might be expected, one who had a few 
good books which were well conned 
by himself and his children, he was a 
distinct forcA in the makiug of Ren- 
frew, and his intluence lived after 
him and was increased by the ener
y 
an(\ iutelligence of his snns. 
On the left hand stood the humbler 
home Of Jos
ph Mayhew, whose farm 
ran np into th
 stony,gr.ound. 
app}:' 
home. made bright by the cheery aqd 
deeply religious nature of Mrs 
a.y- 
hew, whos
 delight it was ,to have a 
good heart-talk with all comers. She 
remained with us till very old and 
feebl
 and all but blInd" but to the 
last it was refreshing to spend an hour 
in ller company. Kindly de
ds and 
stalwart.spns, also, did these pioneers 
add as their contribution to the pro- 
gress of oar village. 
It was perhaps as far on 
t) 1853, 
that the Manse, with its tlower beds 
and the saplings of the now 
all Lom- 
barrly poplars, was; all in o;rd

 
nd 
tenanr.ed by Rev. Gßo. Thomso
, who 
was a teacher in the old land
 I a.n 
M. A. of Aberdeen, a th9rongh scholar, 
au able preacher; and a kindly, Jarge: 
htmrted man. He c
e in 1851, his 
family followed in 1852, I and hi
 ,pas- 
torate ended. only at his death or. the 
last day of 1870. TJ;te manse Wias an- 
other centre of gAnial, hOßpital
ty i;n 
those days. Special lI\ention D;tay be 
made of th,e way in which the 
econd 
Lin
 people and others,-McLaren
, 
Stewarts, Mclntyres, Knights, McNabs 
and the lave-after spending the 
ew 
Year's morning in the old Scotch way, 
of first footing and visiting, used to 
win
 up by driving"Íp gallant proces- 
sion t
 the mansa, where cordial greet- 
ings were ipterchanged, betwøen 
iur 
ister and people. as, to
,ether, tttey 8,e,t 
out on the found of. theil' respective 
duties for a
othe1" year. The minister 
exerted himself in securing a town 
cemetery, which W8S situated on his 
farm on the hill, and' no long time 
passed till his eldest son John wa5 
laid to rest thðre. He went with 
horses to the shanties and, when 
stooping to buckle a loosened strap, 
he was kicked. He lived for some 
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weeks and thAn was bronght home, 
but the jonrney re-opened the woumls 
and he soon passed away. L
ter on, 
his youngest son, William, who was a 
condnctor running out of St. Panl, 
Minn., ,vas killed in a railway acci- 
dent, These sad things bo
nd l\Ir 
Thomson to the village, as well RS the 
love of his people, and though 
of
en enticerl to go to a larger sphere, 
he remained wIth us and was honoured 
with the highest dignities which the 
churc', had to bestow. Soon after his 
death, kindly, patient, sadly aeictell 
Mrb Thomson followed. Several of 
his family were long in or about the 
village, but they scattered at length, 
and now t,he majority of the bright 
band who filled the manse with glee 
in the early days, have crossed the 
great divide. 
The house and saddler's shop of M. 
Brousseau stood next. Soon, his son 
John took his place beside his father. 
They were good workmen, but as both 
delight
d in and often found time 
for long chats, the work lagged. 
They were good neighbors, withal, 
and John'g sons and daughters hold 
snch places in life as tell well for 
the mother's care and training. 
A 10ngsiJe of Brousseau's was then 
the home of James Gibbons, whose 
son John R was and is now working 
the home farm. Miss Gibbons mar. 
ried James Allan, P. L. 8., and they 
occupied thi
 same housø till the 
"eighties," when they remo\'ed to 
their fine residence farther out. 
Mr Gibbons had for years the ar- 
dnons task of conveying the mails to 
Oobden. He is remembered as a faith- 
ful worker and, though somewhat, 
blunt in speech and manner, was a 
kind-heat"ted man, whose neighbors 
held him in much esteem. 
Next, stood the home anrl surgery 
of Dr. David Evans, who came tq U'J 
from Richmond, Ont., where his 
father was for'a long time minister. 
Dr. E\'ans had a (hstinguished career 
ill college and when, with all the eu. 
thnsiasm of an arllent nature, he 
threw himself into the practice of his 
profession, he soon gained snch r9- 


cognition as meant day and night 
work, long anrl fatiguing drives, and 
mnch else which laid }-,ea\'y burden
 
on, and set strong temptation
 in, the 
pat}l of clever and prosperons physi- 
cians in Oanada's early days. He wal;; 
a jovial, hearty, witty man, the centre 
and life of every social gathering and 
fnnction which he was free to attend, 
and, as he rejoiced in snch relaxations, 
he often made it possible at the ex- 
pens
 of proper rest. The burden soon 
became too heavy. He sank under it, 
and to the sorrow of the poor, to 
w horn he was a friend, and the great 
grief of the well-to-do, who relied 
upon him, he died after twenty yea.rs' 
service whilst yet a comparati'\"f'ly 
,-oung man. His family went to íex- 
as, and the property has long been the 
hom9 place of A. A. Wright. 
On the same property, but nearer the 
Creek, stood a rongh-cast house, which 
was likely Dr. Evans' first home and 
has since been tenanted as their first 
house in the village by a nnmber 
who became prominent in it!!! affairs. 
At this time it waR occupied by 
Samuel Franci'J, a young aKe-maker 
from the nei
hborhood of Smith's 
Falls, He had his shop bv the Oreek- 
side and there he and his assistant- 
William Roberts-pnt snch faithful- 
ness and good. steel into flvery axe 
turned out as soon made Francis' axes 
in d9mand on the Bonnechere and 
Madawaska. Ahout the middle of this 
period, he removed to the permanent 
site of his factory, by the North side 
of th
 Bonnechere, stowing his house- 
hold in the cosy nook further down 
that stream. Roberts was still with 
Mm, and with a snccf'ssion of appren- 
tices, prominent among whom was 
Elkanah Mayhew, he continued in 
bnsine
s, nntil axe-making was on tht:! 
wane, and he himself began to be 
broken down. Of Qnaker extraction. 
h(' had many traits of character that 
befitted such descent, being a quiet, 
gentle, devout man, who did much in 
the cause of temperance, as has al- 
ready been related, and took a deep 
interest in all tlmt made for moral 
and spiritnal nplift in the commun- 
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ity. He loved his quiet home and 
clung to the trne hearts that were 
around him there. His other love was 
for children, who all knew him as 
their friend and crowded round him 
in the later days, when he had leisure, 
and rejoiced his heart greatly by 
their confidence and affection. 
Fnrther down the Oreek were the 
s
w mill which had been renovat.ed 
and the tannery, which, with its as- 
sociated shoemaking and harness 
shops, had been built by John Smith. 
Later, a stone grist mill (a brewer:v 
at first) was added. He and his yonng 
wife,-daughter of Lanark's pioneer 
minister-had come te us in 1847 from 
that hamlet anti dwelt first in a 
mall 
house which stood near the street, in 
front of where their comfortable 
residence was built hter. They were 
welcomed to the social circles of those 
days aud took part in the pleasant 
parties of the time, Mr Smith being 
a central figure on many festive occa- 
sions. The calls of busin(1ss soon won 
more and more of his attentlOn. He 
had a genins for accnmnlation, with 
abundant energy and capacity for do- 
ing tellin
 work and. in no 10nR time, 
he was one of the risjng men of the 
place. A little later he had become 
8 large property owner; having houses 
and vacant lots in many parts of the 
town, as wen as f"rms in the country. 
These, with his many bnsiness pro- 
positions, which he manap;ed with 
shrewdness and skill, made him prom- 
inent as a man of means. So mas- 
terful a man could not stand aside 
when press9d to give his attention to 
village affairs. He entered that field 
and became, an1 con tinned tu be for 
years, the mest putent force in onr 
municipal anrl school matters. An 
autocrat, ßome said, and likely they 
were right. No doubt he was the 
man for the times when money was 
scarce and to keep down taxes was 
the ratepa,yer's chief end; but, look- 
ing backward, it appears that if he 
had struck out on broader lines he 
might have accomplished more for the 
town. For twenty-five years he 


wrought faithfully according to his 
light, and then turned his undivided 
attention to his own business affairs. 
We shall haye frequent occasion to 
refer to him again. 
Just beyond the tannðry was built 
the carding mill of William Logan, 
who came to us from Ottawa, where 
he was in MaKay's emplo)' and had 
gained 6xpert know ledge of woollen 
manufacturing. He lived on what 
was called Albert street, (now Argyle) 
in a h.Juse on the corner opposite Dr. 
Mann's present residence. Active, 
energetic, well-informed and reliable, 
his busiuess prospered and when he 
removed to t,he site on the Bonnechere 
it prospered still more. He marte good 
cloth and taught his sons tl) do the 
same, and they are still doing that at 
the old stand-those who remain-for 
several have followed their parents to 
the silent house. There were few 
movements in which Wm. Logan did 
not take active and stirring part in 
this period and all through he had an 
intelligent inter
st in what was p;oing 
on. His Ruardian angeJ in the home 
left him early and was much missed 
by him in later years, when her help 
and counsel would have meant 80 much 
to him and his children. 
A little farther out, OD the Opeongo 
road was the home of Dr. Oarswell, 
who after many years of hard 
and exactin
 service, was be- 
com ing less able to go on 10D@ and 
weary drives and whose useful 
career em19d about the middle of this 
period. He was a clever and well 
equipped physician, as has been already 
told, concerning whom one wonders 
that he shoulft have wrouKht so con- 
tentedly and unselfishly in this out-of- 
the-way corner, when 80 many more 
inviting openings must have invited 
him thither. It was well that he 
stood by his post among us, for his 
skill was the means of prolon
ing 
many a life. He left a family of 
sons and daughters who became faith- 
ful and energetic workers in the up- 
building of the town. 
It seems permissible to make a 


. 
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little further mention at this point, 
of "Dr. John" McNab, who was a con- 
temporary of Dr, Oarswell and lived 
after him. He was not a Doctor in 
the technical sense, but had a sounrl 
education, and some early training in 
dispensing drugs. Adrl to these, the 
further qualificationfòl of strong com- 
mon sense, abundant nerve, and a 
deeply sympathetic nature, and one 
has some idea of this remRrkable man, 
who, coming among the first settlers. 
saw work for someone to rlo in re- 
lieving pain, and who, without 
thinkiug of reward. set himself the 
task, which ent!}iled on him much 
luss of time as well as man)" weary 
hours of watching. His success was 
based on the fact that he so oft9n es- 
tablished himself as nurse as well as 
physician, anrl fought so many grim 
battlet' with dis{Jase on the declared 
line that "it's our business to keep 
them out of heaven as long as pos- 
sible, " the declaration. let it tn> 
noted, not of a sceptic but of a truly 
religious, man. who was so long an 
elder and mainstay of the Kirk and 
who' so often ministered "piritual 
'consl1lation to t.he sick ami sorrowiltg 
who had the benefit 'of his skill. It 
may be confirlently sairl' that }1(
 was 
adored and beloved above most men 
in the commuuity, anf! he was wor- 
thy of it; for he was of the type' set 
before us by Ian Mcalaren, in his 
beautiful pen-picture of Dr. Mac- 
Olure. He and Dr. Carswell were ill 
many respects the chief benefactors 
of these townships for the first forty 
years. 
Alongside of Dr. Oarswell's was the 
home of John Mills, a carpenter, who 
was rea<1.v to turn his hand to much 
else. Hit!; wife was a' sister of Wm. 
Gordon, and a notable woman, 'She 
removed to Lindsay, but her two 
ons 
came back to UF! for a,time, Rev. W
 
G. Mills, as assistant in St. Andrew's 
church, and John as a High School 
teacher. The mothm liv{'d again in 
them. 
Turning back again to th9 Main 
street, just north of the Oleek stood 


the blacksmith shop and a little fur- 
ther on the dwelling of JamAs 0'- 
Oonnor, a man of the" early forties," 
who was well doing and had pros- 
pered. A bout the middle of this per- 
iod he purchased the farm just west 
of the Village in Admaston, to which 
he removed with his now growing up 
family, and only wrought by spells in 
the shop, when ther{J was a slack time 
on the farm. The homestead is still 
in the hanlls of his son James, and the 
whole family have been much respect- 
ed in the community. Wm. O'Oonner, 
one of our furniture dealers, is one of 
the younger -children of this pioneer, 
who, 'with his estimable wife, was 
one of the good fou'l.lation layers of 
our town. The dwelling was later fit- 
ted up as a store, and has had many 
tenants rluring the last fifty years; 
Ellis at present occupying it as a 
grocery and liquor store. 
It. must have been early in this per, 
iod also that the log blacksmith shop 
oppositt" the O'Oonnor placA was built. 
Probabl.v Adam, McTavish, who after- 
warrls built, on the gore lot on Hall 
stree.t
 first occupied this shop, but 
there is some uncertainty about thil'. 
John Smit,h's residence, as has been 
alrea r 1y told, was further north on 
Main street, and ou the corn3r of the 
Openugo roan stoon the builrling which 
forms:' part of the pres{'nt British 
Hotel; 'which was theo first business 
Btand of George -and Roderick Ross. 
About 1850 thesf1 dealers moved 
across the streøt anrl Sampson Ooombs 
began to keep a hostelry th{'re. He 
was also the owner of the farm to 
which he went back after a few years 
a.nd on which he lived to an advanced 
age.! He huilt the saw mill on the 
creek, which John Smith enlargeà. 
ani} at a later period he set up a 
brQwery on the creek, which was p.f- 
terwards burnen down. He was a 
genial ho.,t and a man of some I'ub- 

tan('e anrl consequence in the com- 
munity, but his choice of a business 
eventually wrought against him and 
he lost his grip. 
The palmy days of the British Hotel 
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were later when the pushing little 
Irishman, Pat Kelly, was in control. 
Impnlsive, warm-hearted "Pat" had 
hosts of friends and his house was for 
years the rendezvous of large nnmbers 
of his countrymen who settlerl west 
of us. That was late in the "fifties," 
perhaps even in the "sixties," and 
continued on at least into the "f'\ight. 
ies," After Pat's rleath there were 
frequent changes, and its fame and 
f()rtunes were somewhat checkered 
down to the advent of the present pro. 
prietor, who has brought up its reput- 
ation dnring the last year. 
OL the East side of Main street in a 
building which is a part of the Dom- 
inion House, John MC'Anrlrew had 
ent;ered on a busines
 career which 
continnerl well on to forty years. His 
home, at this time, was on the propert:r 
where his son now resirles aud later 
in this period he built a store bf'\side 
his dwelling and removerl fr()m the 
"upper end. " His mother and sister 
presided in his home for some years. 
Then came to him the blessin
 of a 
goorl wife and around them 
rew up 
a family, to \vhom he was devoted, 
on whose thorough erlucat.iou he was 
intent, and whose welfare was the 
chief care of his later yearE.. All 
meu knew his strict integrity and 
trustefi him implicitly in business re, 
lations, aurl he prospererl accordinglv. 
Some few wer9 pri'vilegerl to look 
beneath the surface and they knew 
that this self.containerl man was 

uided in life by th
 highest prin- 
ciples &onll that deep humility, tender 
heartedness and abundant generO!dty 
were of the essence of his character. 
He harl such horue-keeping instincts 
that he took little part in outside 
affairs, unless in connection with his 
church. Eventually he removed to 
Toronto, where his son John, who 
had been M. P. P. for the riding, holds 
a responsible position in Osgoode Hall 
anrl whf\re, careù for by his daughters, 
h'3 lived to a long age. His son, D. 
McAndrew, remains with us and lives 
in the old home. 
Nf'\xt rlO'1r to John McAndrew 


was the business place of George 
Ross - (Rorlerick Ross, his part- 
ner never lived in Renfrew) and 
here he opened the first post office in 
the village; his appointment being 
practically coterminous with the 
transfer of the postal system from the 
British to the Provincial Government, 
with the inception of R uniform rate 
of postage-three pence per half ounce 
-and with the int.roduction of post- 
8JZe stamps (1851.) He had a good 
erlucation and a competent. knowledge 
of business affairs and forms. Thus 
he was vested with many offices, such 
as Notary Public; Oommis;;;ic,ner for 
taking affidavits in the Queen's 
Bench; Clerk of the Division Court; 
is!!luer of marriag9 licenses; Secretary 
of the Agricultural Society and of the 
Boarrl of Education; anll was the con- 
veyancer 
nd in a way the legal ad- 
viser for the district. 
This multiplicity of offices gradually 
turned Ium from busine'3s, till he be- 
ca me practically au office worker, 
after the manner of our friend Geo. 
Eady at the present time. Being 
brought into continuous contact with 
the people he wielded a very consider- 
able intluen
e in municipal and ed- 
ucational affairs; indeed there was 
no matter disuusserl or carried nut in 
this period, in which his voic9 was 
not heard and in w}}ich he did not 
take part. He became an enthusiastic 
Orangeman; it being at his insti
ation 
that the Order built for themli!elvl:!s 
the Hall, still standing at the" upper 
enrl," which, being purchased by the 
villa
e, became the town hall and was 
long in use aR the Grammar and Com- 
mon School building. Later in this 
period he owned the hOUSA and place 
of busines9 still occupied by his 
wirlow-&o sist.er of the late Sheriff 
Morris-and there he continued till 
. his death in 1864. Mr Ross had in 
Do marked degree the characteristicR of 
the Oeltic temperament; warm-heart- 
ed, generous, hospitable, ready to 1(0 
through fire and water for his friends, 
but also impetuous and little able to 
brook opposition. Thus he attracted 
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friends who stood by him, and had 
also tireless opponent
 to whom he 
gave no quarter-but the" StOl"J'" can 
do no more than glance at those 
thin
s whilst recording the distinct 
place he heM in this period as an 
active man of affairs. 
Farther down, on the east sid9 of 
the street, Henry Groves was pro. 
prletor and held sway 8S host of the 
Hibernia Hotel, which was one of the 
bus}' and comfortable stopping places 
of the period, Later on he had a 
smaller house on the si te of .J as. 
Carswell's lumber yard, but he lost his 
grip and eventually sank out of notice. 
About where The .Journal office now 
stands, was the shop of Arch. Thom. 
son, familiarly known as "the learned 
blacksmith" b9cause he h
.i been a 
considerable rellorler of informing 
books amI was very ready to open out 
the treasures of knowleilge which he 
had thus secured. He was an in- 
dustrious man of forceful person. 
ality, who made his vipws known 
and stood by th'
m with abun- 
dant determination. Hill! blacksmith 
shop was often filled of an evening 
with those who agregd in the main 
with his views. Then discussions, 
ran
ing O\'ef a wide variety of sub. 
jects, were held, and plans were con- 
cocted which were intended to rectify 
supposed or real abuses, or to further 
the interests of the village in certain 
directions. No doubt these plans 
"went aft a
lee" but they helped in 
brin
ing "grist to the milL" Thus 
Mr Thomson increased in opulence and 
influence with the passing years. His 
recreation was. first of all, in ordering 
church afhirs. especially in the psalm- 
otly department, to which he gave 
much personal aid, and which he 
sought to advance by instituting sing- 
ing classes in the winter months. His 
second pet project was the Mechanics' 
Institute, in which along with Mr 
Dkkson and others, he played a pro- 
minent part, and assisted in making 
it the helpful heritage it has been to 
the village since its founding in 1854. 
A douce man was Archy and when. on 


the organization of the Oounty, he 
was appoint(jd to the Clerkship of the 
Surrogate Oourt we lost and Pem- 
broke gained a good citizen. Until 
his death about HIOO, he was R fre- 
quent visitor, having alway" retained 
a strong liking for the v.illage and the 
"cronies" with whom he foregather- 
ed here. His home was immediately 
south of the old log schoo
 site on 
Plaunt street. 
In 1850 the most }.Jretentious store 
and dwelling in town were in the 
stonp building which still forms part 
of the Bank of Ottawa. There Robert 
McIntyrf! carried on an extensive busi- 
ness, which from small beginning!'! 
reached high water mark Jll the early 
"fifties" whilst it wa.s yet under his 
personal char
e. H9 was a shrewd. 
pushing, reliabl':3 busine
s man with 
a certain "pawkine"s" and suavity 
of manner which 
ttracted and held 
much of the best trade of that day. 
By this time he had attained a 8ecure 
anJ opulent position, had plenty spare 
cash-a very scarce commocHty then- 
made careful investments, frequently 
with helpful results to the borrowers 
as well as to himself, and owned 
much land in the village and its 
vicinity. Bv the middle of the periort 
he had gone to Montreal. where, 
s 
an active partner in the firm of Mc- 
Intyre & Stewart, J
e accumulated 
still further wealth and laid the 
foundations of the present outstanding 
mercantile firm of McIntyre, Sons & 
00. Returning to us for a little timf>, 
he became Member for the ccmnty 
about the middle of the sixtiel'l, after 
which he retired to a lon
 life of ease 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, wheff
 hi" 
son, Peter, is an Advocate, with lit- 
erary t
stes. This genial man did 
not give much attention to the 
direction of village affairs, but he was 
a chief promoter of the building of 
the first stone Presbyterian Church 
and was an active worker in its 
interests. 
When Robert McIntyre left Renfrew 
for Montreal, the business was contin- 
ued under t.lle direction of his brother 
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Malcolm, who also accumulated a 
goodly competence, retiring t,owards 
the end of the "
ixties" to live in a 
sub
rb of Edinburgh. His temper- 
ament was altogether different from 
that of his genial brother Rob{Jrt. In 
manner, he was distant, verginq on 
the repellant. Yet, as he was 
thoroughly reliable the impetus of 
the past carried him through, until 
the activ
 opposition of y()unger and 
more affable men increased, when the 
business waned. It was continued 
for a time by Malcolm Mclntyre-a 
distant conneC'tion--and Robert Cars- 
well-sou of Dr Carswell. Thei r 
tastes, howevQ.r, led them to settle on 
near-by farms which came to them 
with the estate and, event,ually, they 
became so engrossed in their farming 
operations that, well on in the "sev- 
enties" they clo5ed out the business, 
It will be nored that so far we have 
been dealing, for the most part., with 
the east side of Maiu street. The fact 
is that it grew up first, under the wise 
fore8i
ht and liberal policy of Xa\"ip.r 
Plaunt who ownt'd the land. Thus it 
happened that at this juncture, there 
were few bnildings on the west side. 
North of the British Hotel and down 
to the Barnet blo
k corner, there wa3 
probably only the shop and dwelling 
of John Churchill in 1850. He had 
his cooper's shop about where PeiHow's 
store stands and his house a little fur. 
t.her down, where it stuod till very 
lately. A qUiAt, industricus, shrewc>l 
and reliable man was John Ohurchill, 
one who took an intelligent interest 
111 villa
e affairs and was often elect- 
ell as a counci llor and as a school 
trust.ee. 
His shop was another of the village 
evenin! resorts, and the opposing 
parties in the not, infrequent shindies 
that arOSA on fair days and other 
holidays, found in his stave-piles 

onvenient weapons of the "shilla- 
la" order which they weJ"e nnt slow 
to appropriate. The cooper's traò'e 
waxed dull as the potash industry de. 
creased, and Mr Churchill, selling out 
to John Burns, retired sometime in 
the "sixt.ies" to the farm near 


the village, where he lived for many 
yoars. 
It is doubtful if the old Barr & 
Wright store was built by 1850, but 
it is certain that there was an ex- 
tensive business being done ther{J 
early. in the "fifties" bV the flrm of 
McDonald and Rankin. McDonald 
ne\'er liverl here, but had his home 
in Ottawa and was alive still in 1900. 
John Rankin, the active partner, who 
was one of the township of Ross Ran- 
kin
, is remembered as a ,genial, 
active man of business, who, however, 
never came into prominence in con. 
nection with villa
e affairs. Soon 
aftpr this periorl he went to Oobden 
where he took an active part in poli 
tics, and eventually was appointerl to 
a government position in a distant 
part of the' provinC'e. 
Returning to the East sirle of Main 
street, it appears that, about 1850, W. 
N. Faichne:r built, though he did not 
completely finish nor ocC'upv, the stone 
building opposite the present Barnet 
block. This "old timer," whu was a 
blacksmith by trarle, branched off in- 
to lumbering but, like many others, he 
was caught in the whirlpool of 1878 
anrl lost heavily. He harl an influen- 
tial place in municipal affairs. being 
often accorderl a seat in the council. 
La.ter he became invested with a 
variety of offices, such as collector, 
assessor, and street inspector which, 
alon
 with occasional contracts which 
hp. undertook, enablerl him to live in 
comfort in the home on Plaunt street, 
where his widow and one of his 
daughters still reside. About sixty 
years he was with us. His official 
services were of real advantage to the 
village anrl as neighbor and friend 
he had the esteem and confirlenC'e of 
very many. 
Passing by the resirlence of Geo. 
Ross already mentioned and on to the 
site now oc
upierl by Geo. Eady, we 
find that intelligent, active, Scotch 
joiner, John Burns, at work there in 
1850. There he set up his home SOO1\ 
after and there he gained repute as a 
capable workman and as a trustv ton. 
orable man-treasurerships of the Vil. 
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lage. the School Board, the Oem
tery 
00.. and various societies went his 
WRY: showing the estimation in which 
he was held. Later, he purchased and 
removed to the Ohurchill property 
on the West Ri
ie, where there grew 
up around him and his excellent wife 
a family of clever boys, who after- 
wards took rank among the most re- 
spected and :successful young men of 
our villag
. Unhappily, "the whitp 
pl
ue," claimed as its victims one 
after another of them, until only 
William, the well known Civil En. 
gineer, remai ns. 
Special mention should be m'ide of 
.. Father" James, whoRe beautIful 
character and spotless life were such 
that aJI classes and creerls mourned 
when, after a short curacy in his 
home church, he was early C'allerl to 
his rest. 
As has alrea.ly been r:olrl, Wm. 
Dickson was the first resirlent shoe- 
maker, his shop being about where 
The Mercury office now stands. He 
and several brothers came to Canada 
from the neighborhoorl of Selkirk, 
Scotland. They all had the literary 
bent anrl were not. onl.y well inform- 
ed but, had also the facnlty of impart- 
ing their information attract:ively, 
whet. her in conversation or formal 
arl1ress; which was no more than 
might be expecterl, for in their early 
,laYF the whole region about Selkirk 
was under the wizard spell of Sir 
Walter Scott, whose marvellous pro- 
tluctions awakenerl R true love for 
literature and cauli!erl many young 
men to see "visions." Thus Wm. 
Dickson's shop became a favõrite meet- 
ing place, wh9re sallies of wit and 
humor, as well as telling repartee, 
mingled with informing conY
rsation, 
well-told tales and solid discussion; 
a Literary Olub of a "ery helpfnl 
kinrl. Dickson was of course 
the autocrat of this I)ircle and had 
much influence on the attitude of hiB 
admirels on social, muninipal and 
even ecclesiastical questions. Equally 
of course, w hen he espoused any caOl
e. 
he gave it his whole hearted support 


and by telling arlvocacy and willing 
work contributed to its success. 
Sometimes there was the clash of 
arms, but, on the whol':>, without any 
lasting feeling being aroused. The 
Sons of Temperance, the Mechanics' 
Institute, the cause of Education and 
his church all owerl much to his 
ardent arlvocac.y. He went from us 
to hold a position in Goderich, where 
he still lives; reminrling us also hy 
interesting letters to The .Mercury 
that he has a Wc1rm place in his heart 
for the community in which he long 
helrl a distinctive place. 
The house an,l cabinet.makinJZ shop 
of Robert, Dryo;;dale occupied the site 
of the present Hl-tnrlforrl block. He 
came to us from Lanark village, mar- 
rierl a rlaughter of Sampson Coombs, 
aurl, being a most painstaking work- 
man, he attra.cterl to him a number of 
apprentices. proodnent 
mon", whom 
were AIAx. Fergul;Jon. Robert Carswell, 
Duncan McIntyr
, all of whom branch- 
erl out int.o general carpentering and 
had much hand in the buiJding opera- 
tions of the village. With the advent 
of machine-made furniture, Mr Drys- 
dalp. fnun 1 h!'R occupation not so pro- 
fitable. At length, he was appointed 
Town Clerk, the duties of which office 
he performerl with great care ßnrl un- 
failin2 courtesy until his rleath in the 
"nineties." A quiet, retiring, gentle 
soul was that of Robert Drysrlale. 
Contentpdly he liverl. having his in- 
terests chi
flv in his own home whilst 
faithfully attenrling to dutiA
 which 
brought. him into frequent contact 
with his fellow-citizens, amongst 
whom he was deservedly held in much 
esteem, 
WilHam Maday may be mentionerl 
next, because, though hp began busi- 
ness in 1851 in a small builrling on 
what was afterward!'! the Dougall 
property, h9 rqmoverl in 1858 to the 
store and dwelling-still stanrling- 
on the corner of Renfrew øt., opposite 
the Handfurd block. There his busi- 
ness extenrled 80 rapidly that in 1858 
he purchased the site and built the 
store on .. Mackay's corner," at the 
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same time buying from one John Mc- 
Lean an unfinisherl house which he 
improverl so that it became the well- 
known comfortable and commorlious 
f3mily residence. In that 
tore he 
built up a large and profitable busi- 
ness, which he finally hand('d over to 
the control of his sons when the first 
brick blcck was built on 'the corner, 
1896. In that comfortable residence. 
also, he and his true helpmeet, Mrs 
Mackay, surrounded by an at.tractive 
family of 
ons aurl daughter,>, Hpent 
many happ
' years; there she remains, 
her home being a flaily calling place 
for her family, 'the most of whom are 
living in the town. Mr Mackay was 
appointerl po,;;tmaster aftpr the rlgath 
of Geo. Ross in 1864, anrl continued in 
active service in that office until his 
rleath in 1901, delighting in the work 
because it kept him in touch with so 
many olrl f:rienrls and acqnaintances. 
He branched off into lumbering about 
tbe close of the "sixties," ent.ering 
into partnprship with Alex. Barnet 
anrl Wm. Bannerman. This firm. h:w- 
ing weathererl t.he gales of 1878, he 
became one of the wealthy men of the 
community before retiring from the 
partnership about the end of the 
"eight.ies." Wealth marl9 no change 
in him, for he eontinued all his life 
the same friend Iv man. the same good 
neighbor, the same industrious worker, 
that he had been in the 'early day
. 
All through he had the confirlence of 
the community, being honoreö as a 
man of strict integrity, and. winning 
friends to himself by his obliging, 
courtpous anrl helpful rlisposition. H
 
did his due share of municipal work 
and in every movement of his day was 
a force to be reckoned with; at some 
of our crises a very potent anrl help- 
ful force; in all moral movements, 
straight out on the sirle of right; in 
all that concerned the needy and dis- 
tressed, an unobtrusive but a sympath- 
i zinli( helper. 
A long time frienrl of Wm. Mackay 
was John McInnes, one of the Mc- 
Nab township pif\neers, who leaving 
his farm in charge of his elrler sonFl, 


came to us about 1850, and lived on 
Plaunt street, just behind his little 
butcher shop, which is still standing 
next to P. J. Campbell's store. About 
1858 he built his tannery, in which 
new calling he continued till his death 
about. the beginning of the" eighties, " 
As has already been related, his sym- 
pathies were fully enlisterl on behalf 
of the Sons of Temperance, tð which 
order and to the cause of temperancp 
in general he gave a whole-hearted 
support. Both Mr McInnes anti 
"Grannie" lingererl with us till far 
past the "alloted span," leaving be- 
hinrl them, when they pas'3ed away, 
a blank not easily fille,l to a circle 
of frienrls, who knew their sterling 
worth anrl long rememberec1 their 
genuine kinrlliness of heart. 
We are impellerl at this point to 
make mention of another of Mr 
Mackay'
 "rronies"-Alex. Jamieson 
-who came from Glasgow, where h9 
harl been well trainerl in the tailor's 
art.. Fitly enoug'h he dwelt in the 
stone lwuse just below St. Andrew's 
church, which was first occupied by 
tailor Bonnington,-his shop being in 
a small frame bnilrling which became 
noted for its periodieal migrations 
from site to l3ite, thou
h it never 
ventured far from the corner of Main 
anrl Church strepts. Having come to 
us as a widower with a family of 
small chilrlren he, in no long time 
married a daughter of Sergeant Airth, 
and, surely, never was there a happier 
home in Renfrew than that of this 
well assorterl pair, so like-minded ami 
leal,hearted were they; kindest and 
truest of friends anti best of neighbors. 
His cÌieery di'3position,-how often 
he met one with a smile or a jocund 
word-,attracted to him life-lonli( 
friend
, marle him popular amongst 
the young' men, and gained him the 
special devotion of the children. 
Thus his little shop became a fav- 
orite calling-in place just "to bid 
him the time 0' (Jay" OJ" "to speir at 
him for the latest news." He had a 
healthy interest in all village affairs 
and local doings, but his special in- 
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terest was in the welfare of St. An- 
drew's church, of which he was care- 
taker-for many years without salary, 
when the treasury was often "toom," 
with but a small allowance even 
when the finances were "no sae bad." 
At the same time he was an active 
elder, the right-hand man and 'lear 
personal friend of the two ministers 
under whom he 
at, and in all re- 
spects so trusty and holpful that this 
chronicler can testify that one of the 
darkest days he ever knew was when 
this goorl friend was taken from his 
side. How we all mis
ed, and missed 
for long, the trim figure of the alert 
and handsome man of whom we had 
been proud as he moved quietly about 
among us. ministering to our (om- 
fort in our church- home! 
Having turned to Plaunt street to 
meet with "Sandie" Jamie
on we 
may as well look about that neighbor- 
hood before we return to the Main 
street. Just below, on the corner op- 
posite the fltone house, stanrls a rO\1Rh- 
cast house, IIhich was then the resi- 
dence and l.ad attached to it the shop 
of Wm. 'Gorrlon, another of our early 
shoemakers, who is remembered as an 
intelligent man, reliable in his rleal- 
ings anrl esteemell by neig'1bors who 
were apt to apply to him for arlvice. 
He removed to Sarnia in 1855, 
eventuall)' going to British Columbia 
On the flite immedia.tely above St. 
Andrew's church was the R. C. 
church, a frame builrling, which 
at the first was in part used as 
rhe presbytery. After a time the pre- 
sent presbytery was bu ilt; the formpr 
builrling still continuing to serve as 
the church until the prpsent com- 
modious st-one structure was erected 
in 1872. 
"Father" Bouvier, who in the 
., early fifties" was in charge of K.en- 
frew as the centre of a group of sta- 
tions, was a hearty. large-hearterl 
man, 
omewhat similar in physií'al 
proportions and mental disposition to 
thQ Rev. Mr Thomson. As befitted 
such near neighbcrs, the prIest and 
the presbyter were on friendly terms, 


which contributed '\"ery much to the 
good feeling which generally existed 
1)etween their respective flocks. 
"Father" Byrne, who came in 1854, 
continued in char
e during the reo 
mainder of this periorl, very much to 
the satisfaction of his own congrega- 
tion, as well as to that of the whole 
community, 'by whom he was greatly 
respected, He was deepl,V interested 
in educational matters, to which he 
rendered valuable service by acting as 
a Grammar School trustee and as local 
Superinteudent. Hp., eventually, went 
to the wAstern townships, and at the 
close of his laborious and useful car- 
eer was in charge of the parish at 
Eganville. 
Further up the street were the first 
school.hoU!
e, the Free Church and the 
little Methorlist church, which have 
been alrearly noticed in a previous 
chapter. 
It seems well, howev9r, to make 
more extenrled mention of Rev. Simon 
C. Fraser, who, though he 1iverl in 
White Lake, had charge of the Free 
Church here a8 one of his station8, 
which brought him into intimate con- 
nection with the village during tho 
whole of this period. Mr Fraser, on 
first coming from Scotland, laboured 
as a missionary in the Province of 
New Brunswick. Hp strongly espous, 
efl t-he cause of the Free church, sup- 
port-ing it by pen anll speech with 
much fervor, which, as he was a clever 
awl scholarly man, enabled him to 
effect a cleavage amongst thp Scottish 
settlers in these townships when hp 
camp amongst them, about 1847. The 
controv('rsy which then ensuef1 crea- 
terl consiflerable harrl feeling, which 
lasted some years, but the present 
writer well rememhers a remarkable 
meeting between Mr Fraser and his 
erst-whilp donght)' opponent, Hev. Dr. 
Mann of Pakenham. Strangely enough 
tlwy harl not met since those old days 
when, as "Greek met Greek, then 
came the tug of war." Dr. Mann 
was in the Manse sturly, chatting with 
one or two ministerial friends. Hap- 
peniug to look out of the front win- 
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dow. he rose up quickly, saying:- 
"There's Simon Fraser coming in th
 
gate. What shall I do? "Meet him 
at the door" was the answer. This 
the Doctor hastened to do, anll as they 
clasperl hands, we who looked on saw 
that the dead past was bl1ri@d there 
and then. Very beautiful wa
 it to 
see how inseparable they were a
 long 
as our meetin
s lasterl and we were 
all proud of the spirit manifested by 
tlu>se warriors uf the earlier da.ys. 
Good results cam':'\ from these very 
divisions, whilst this may be lairl 
df\wn as certain. that in no part of 
Canada did the rancour connected 
with them die out more quickly or 
more completely than in Renfrew anrl 
vicinity. Mr Fraser handed over the 
Renfrew field to another, about 1860, 
but continued as minister of White 
Lake ti 11 near the enrl of the ""ix- 
ties." Then he retired and enderl his 
course in Brandou, wher
 his sons 
had be 
ome prominent. He was long 
a Grammar School trustee and a 
Local Superintendent who was thor- 
oughly helpful to the cause of Ed\}- 
cation in the townships ad
oining. 
With regard to the little log build- 
ing which servef.!. as a Methodist 
church, it seems to have been built 
and held by the E. M. body. For some 
reason, the Wesleyans t1isplaced the 
Episcopals in the village, thou
h the 
Episcopals held on their way in Hor- 
ton, north of the Bonnechere. The 
church and site seem to have re- 
verted to Mr Plaunt, for the School- 
house anrl Temperance Hall were the 
Wesleyan meeting plac9s until the 
building, in 1872, of the rough cast 
church near the C. P. R. track, Juring 
the pastorate of Rev. Mr Raney. An 
effort will be madf'l to secure more de- 
tailed information than is now at 
hand as to the various pastors who 
labored among this active anrl helpful 
hody of our fellow citizens. 
We have somewhat lost touch with 
the supposed Smith's history reporter. 
If perchance, he explor
d in one day 
aU the ground that we have gone 
over, we can readily understand that 


he woulrl gladly turn his steps to some 
quiet rest;ng place-most: likely to 
what was then the mucn frequented 
and comfortable hostelry over which 
those early pioneer
, Xavier and Mrs 
Plaunt Dresirled so acceptably. The 
builrliug still stands and i
 known as 
the" Albion House." Much has been 
written in the previous narrative of 
this worthy couple. Much more might 
be arlrlerl but even then the half nould 
not be tolrl of the wealth of kindn9ss 
which was in their hearts, 01 of their 
open-handed readiness to help along 
their neighbors and to minister to the 
needy and distressed. Towards the 
end of this periorl they went up the 
Opeougo road with the rush of incom- 
ing settlers, where for many years 
thf\Y kpjtt what was known far anrl 
near as the quietest and most comfort- 
able resting place on that thorough- 
fare. 
Returnin
 to us about 1870, they 
built the brIck residence in which 
they ani!. their SOD Wil1idom dwelt, 
and where he still resides. There 
they lived in comfort, watching with 
delight the progresR of the vilJage-to 
which progress they still continued to 
contribute iu mo<;t 
enerous wise. 
There they gathered arouud them a 
circle of friends-old and new-to 
whom they were endeared by the sim. 
plicity and beauty of the affectionate 
life which th9Y lived as to
ether they 
· , tra veiled doon the brae. ' , Now tha t 
the
 "sleep togither at the fit," Ren- 
frew has good cause to keep green the 
memory of these ever-helpful pioneers. 
It may have be6n remarked by some 
that we have so far had little to tell of 
the west side of Main street, now so 
solidly built up. Goorl reason have 
we, for at the beginning of th is 

riod there was only cultivated farm 
land from John Churchill's place- 
Pedlow's-down to the site of the 
pre:mnt "Ottawa House." There, wafj 
a small building which was the hou
e 
anrl shop of Gabriel Minard, one of 
the earliest harness makers of the vil- 
lage. Probably he felt the pressure of 
the large business which John Smith 
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established in that line. A t any rate 
we learn that about 1856 he rented 
his premises to Joseph Gravelle- 
shoemaker - who the next year 
wrought in partnership with Joseph 
Simard in the O'Connor shop near the 
creek. In 1858, Minard sold out, go- 
ing to one of the new sf'lttlements 
above Pembroke. Joseph Gravelle, 
who was the purchaser, continued to 
do business on a considerable scale in 
that stand until 1868, wh9n he built 
the large hotel, which he called the 
"Ottawa House" and of which he 
was himself the host for abour; twenty 
Yoars. with the exception of a short 
period during which he rentec1 it to one 
Armstrong from Arnprior. Eventu- 
ally, Jawes Young, the present occu- 
pant renten. it. Mr Gravelle in bis later 
years conducten. a grocery busines
 in 
the adjoining store. He was an active, 
intelligent man. who largely influenc- 
ed his compatriots, thus becnming a 
force in municipal and political mat- 
ters that had to be reckoned with for 
years. His son, Arthur, wbo was 
born in the Minarn. bnilding in 1856, 
inherits the influence of his father, 
having long heM a helpful place 
among the town fat,hers. He is pro. 
prietor of the "Reufrew Journal." a 
man of acknowledged ability ann. 
shrewdness, and has an e:;(;ablished re- 
putation for facili ty in (.)pen i ng saft'__, 
whose cumbinatioo locks have gone 
out of orn.er or whose ke)' numbers 
have been lost. 
In the early "fifties" the Mair 
brothers, of Lanark. who harl lumber- 
ing interests extenrling into the bëu'k 
townships of our county, having pur- 
chasen. the site north of Minard's, built 
a goorl sized erlifice, in whil'h they 
establ isherl a general store, as a 
branch of their Lanark business. It 
was visited occasionally by one of thf3 
several brother::;;, but wa
 mana
ed by 
one Charles Black, a popular young 
Lanark man, who was quite a figure 
in our social circles, As rAVerses came 
to the Mairs, probably in the dark 
days of the later "fifties," the busi- 
ness here was rliscontinued. Then 


John Munro, jr., took hold, doing a 
thriving businesR in this stand till 
the early "sixties," whAn he removed 
to the stone store further rlown the 
street, after which the Mair building 
WitS vacant for vears. 
The arljoining site to the north. was 
early built on by Robert C. Mills, 
who dirl quite a business there as a 
cabinet-maker, turning his attention 
at the same time to gûneral carpenter- 
ing anrl building, for always;; he was a 
pushing man who was on the outlook 
for opportunities for bettering his pos- 
ition. Thus, he became mail con- 
tractor for the rnu te enn.ing at Paken- 
ham, which lerl him to adrl staging, 
which venture seems to have been 
successful nnder the charge of his 
younger brother, Wm, 'Mills, whom he 
harl trainerl also as a eabinet maker. 
Later he turned his attent.ion to lum- 
bering, when, ab011t the midn.le of the 
"sixties" he bonght a limit on the 
Black Donalc'l crAek, whicil he wrought 
for a sh<.>rt time, t,hen selling to Jon- 
athan Francis. of Pnkenham. To- 
wards the enrl of the "sixties," he 
entererl into partnership with Robert 
Turner, of Eganville, a veteran wo<.>ds- 
man-the firm working on the Kip- 
pewa, th{Jn a re,l.oote anrl rl i fficult 
conntry. About the same time, he be- 
came a partner with ,T. L. l\IcDou
all. 
M P., in working a limit on thí'l Du 
Moine. He harl also by this time 
built a store-now occnpied by p, S. 
Stewart-and had his rlwelling farther 
rlOWD the ..trf.Jet-where with Jos. 
Sleeman as partner, he carried on 
qui te an extens i ve general business. 
All these undertakings flourisher1 
through some years of gf'neral proR- 
parity but the terriblo rlepression of 
the later "seventies" left little from 
the wreck to the members of t\wse 
firms, Mr Mills anrl his sons Robert 
ann. Archie then cultivated their fine 
farms near the Pinnacle, whilst James 
was with us as a valued assistant to 
.John McAndrew and the loving 
watchí'lr OVf\r his invalid mother in 
the village home. James went event, 
ually to College, but his conrse was 
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int9rruptec1 as his father, and in fact, 
the whole family, removec1 to Elsi- 
nore, Cal., when that town was 
baiug boomec1. There Mr Mills went 
to work with hi
 aooustomed energy. 
builc1iuK houses for rental; there he 
still works on at the age of 85-not 
po
sible for him to rust out. Several 
of his children are comfortably f:et- 
tied there. Jam3" i..; at RiversairlA. 
superintendent of a larþ!'e fruit com- 
paoy. living up to the promis
 of his 
well sp:mt youth. Much they all owe 
to "Grandma" McVicar, who when 
their mother's health faHerl, came to 
her c1aughter's help and trained her 
grandchildren well. 
The log building \vhich was Roh3rt 
McIntyre's first st()re was, about: 1851, 
oocupiec1 by Richarrl Dickson, a neph- 
ew of Wm. Dickson. He had learned 
the trac1
 of c
binet m king with R. C. 
Mills, auil SOln aftor set np bu
iness 
on his own account. After a fðw)'ears 
he went to PortaKe-tlu-Fort, ha\"'in
 in 
the meantime married a sister of Alex. 
Ferguson. Later he went west and 
becam3 intere
t9:l in railway work. 
He is remßmb
re1 a
 a 
teady-goinil, 
energetic youn
 man of gIJorl parts 
and prinfJiples. 
The "Exchange" Hot.el was ownec1 
by John Mnnro, sr" during this whole 
period, attaininK under his manage- 
ment a widespread reputation as a 
home-like resting place. Near the 
close of the perioc1 Mr Munro re- 
t:irf\fl. having built himself a honse 
ou 
he farm north of the prðsent 
Aberdeeu puk which was afterwards 
owued bV John M'Jran. The "Ex- 
change" was then conrlucted for some 
time by (Jne Lesperance. afterwartls 
hy Chas. Hudson, and later on 
was for m1.ny y p ar8 ownAd by John 
Smith "of the Exct-vmge. " Mr 
Munro''! affairs having become in- 
volved, he removec1 in the" sixties" to 
Arnprior. returning to us. however, 
uu the advent of the railway in 1873. 
He built a home on Renfrew street, as 
also exten
ive sheds in which he did 
bu,.;iness as a forwarder until near the 
dose of the "ei
hties." when 11f\ re- 


moved to Kinllardine. There, he lived 
to a very old age. lovingly cared for 
by his c1aughter and only remaining 
child, whose c1evotion to her father 
was in keeping with her otherwise 
beautiful character. He was a genial, 
generou
, likable man who made many 
frienlis, Some of these, at least. got 
closer to him and loverl him all the 
m'Jre because he so qui...tly bore the 
discol1ra ó emants, rever
es and sore 
bereavements which came upon him 
in his later career. 
Yet further down the street, about 
the present site of l\IcVeigh's black- 
smith shop, were the home and busi- 
neils place of William Watt. carriage 
maker. a man of muc') intelligence 
a.nd force of character, who took large 
part-helpful part, too-in municipal 
affairs, bein
 frequently councillor 
and also Reeve of the township of 
Horton, of which Renfrew was then 
part. In the Mechanics' Institute an1 
ec1ucational matters he harl an abiding 
interest, the nm
ber of high class 
boc,ks that were placed in the Institute 
library li(iving lasting t
stimony to 
th
 care taken in that respect by Dick- 
son, Watt anrt other reading men of 
those c1ays. This pushing man was 
taken from us as the resnlt of an ac- 
cident at the "raising''' of McInnes' 
tannery in 1858. A beam fell. 
Watt was struck, and so badly injured 
that, though he lived a few we
ks, he 
soou pa.s!ò:ed away. Thus a good helper 
was lo<;t by our villa
e. 
A little farther down. was the stop- 
ping place of Lawrence O'Rielly, 
whose cheery welcome, aboundin
 
good nature and strict attention to the 
comfort of hi8 gueats were widely anc1 
favourably known to travellers anfl 
rivermen. His son Peter inheritec1 
the good qualities anc1 cheery dispos- 
ition of his father. The son's figure 
was very familiar to us till about a 
year a
o, he having en
agerl in 
various lines {)f business in our 
midst; at tìlat time he went west 
and, quite lately, died. Both father 
and son were helpful in the upbuilc1. 
in
 of Renfrew. 
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J. L, McDougall had his succeAsive 
residences, 90S well as his gf'neral 
store, on the east side of Main street. 
As has been already related he owned 
much land in tho village nnrl up the 
Bonnechere. His dispositi0n and his 
contluct of his affairs were, apparently. 
largly moulded bv the environmentlil 
of his early days in the Highlan,ls of 
Scot.land, and by his later experiences 
at the fur trading post. Th9 land. 
huMing instincts of the Chieftains 
were so Eltrong in him that he was 
loath to part with the acres th
.t 
would have clustered the village rounrl 
the rrver banks. How he lost by that 
he prob3bly knew, but in his he&rt 
was the protest to which he .vIelded. 
He kept around him R band of men- 
retainers, we might call them-many 
of whom were indolent, anrl the fre- 
quent subjects of his wrath, but he 
kept tllf'm on because he had been so 
long used to such mfln. He was 
shrewrl. energetic, masterful. the most 
consirlerable man in the community, 
anã 80S such felt himself bound to take 
an active part in its affairs. He did 
take the lead for years but: his in- 
stincts and old associations so rlomin. 
ated him that he never struck out any 
broad anrl progressi ve policy such as 
hp, with the influcuce he wielclprl. 
might haw'! earrif'rl throu:.{h with tell- 
iug arlvanta!::,e tu the village; in- 
cidentally. rf'apiug rich returns for 
himi;elf. The attractions of his home 
wer{' great, !\Irs M(' Dougall being a 
model wife aurl motlwr; the essfln
e> 
of heart kiwlness and all [rue woman- 
liness; an effieieut moulding infll1PJlcP 
on the lives of thf' sous and Jaughterf: 
who grew up arounrl them in their 
comfortable aud sociable home. Mr 
McDougall pAssed from us about the 
middle of the "sixties" but Mrs Mc- 
Dougall surviverl him about a quarter 
of R century, her life brightened b:y 
the affection of her chilrlren as well as 
of a circle of attached frienrls; thnugh, 
as she was bereaverl of some of her 
('hildren and friends werf'taken whilst 
!lhe wa!l left, the sharlow of the lonely 


flays deepened on her path before her 
owu end came. 
Practically the village die! not ex. 
tend north of the BonDf'!chere in 1850, 
but, a couple of years after, the water 
power and lands to the north passerl 
into possession of Hon. (later, Sir) 
Francis Hinck
, then prominent as a 
political leader and premier. At a 
general election heht about that time 
he was elected as member for the 
county, as well as for his old con- 
stituency of Oxford. Probahly that 
had some connect
on with his invest- 
ment. However thai may be, he 
promptly set to work, sendin" Donald 
Kennedy, surveyor, to layout a plan 
of that part of the village on 
his newly acquired property. 
This plan provided for a public 
square, which is now in possession of 
the town, the north warrlschool stand- 
ing on a corner of it. There was also 
provision made for a site for County 
Buildings when they shoulrl be re- 
quired-as Sir Francis evirlently fore- 
saw that they would be-his inf:entiou 
being that they should be located in 
Renfrew when tohe time came. In 
pursuancA of the broad policy which 
he thus marked out. the rlam was im- 
proverl, t.he flume f1ref'ted. t.he Raw 
mill built, whil!lt a site, with free 
water, was offered as a bouu!il for the 
preotion of a first.da!ls grist mill; 
furt-her liberi'11 inducem{'lnts beiug 
offerefl to others who might build 
mi lIs or fa.ctories wh ich shon1cl draw 
water from the flume, ThArp was a 
stir createrl hy thi
 new anci progres- 
sive policy. J. h McDon
all, ac- 
cepting the offf'r anrl conrlitlOns, I"et 
to work on the Rtoue mill, whid\ 
came into use in 1855. In Rnother 
year or so John McRae, whosp mill 
on the sf'conrl line we have already 
noticed, built the woocien grist mill; 
Williaru Logan bUllt his woolen fac- 
tory in 18õ7. aud Samuel Fraucis his 
axe factory about t.he same time. 
This aetivity in building operations 
brought a number of mechanics anrl 
laborprs to the towu, bps ides attracting 
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other
 who looked upon Renfr'3w as a 
favorable place for starting in bm!Ï. 
ness; its prospects for steady and sub. 
stantial growth being considered ex. 
cellent. The immediate effect was 
that there be
an to be a certain 
amount of buildinlZ on the north side 
of the rivAr, sorre of which was iu 
anticipation of the erection of th
 
mills. We m3Y now notice partic- 
ularly what was done. 
Hincks installed one Wm. McKay 
(not the postmaster) as his agent; a 
position which he continued to hold 
for 
everal .
e
r<;, His first work was 
the building of the sawmill, of which 
he had charge. Then he superintf>nd. 
Arl the erection of a large building 
which still st.ands on the site acrORS 
thA brid 'e immediate I)' north of Bar- 
tholomew's Hotel. This was occupierl 
for a numb
r of seRfs as a store by J. 
L. 
cDougall, afterwards stanrling 
vacant for a loug time. It was occup- 
ied again, about 1870, by W. M. Dick- 
son, but only for a short period. 
Passing into the hands of Robert Mc- 
Laren it was again vacant for over a 
dozen years, until he converted it into 
tWÐ dwelling houses, in one of which 
he Ii verl for some time. McKay was 
an active man who, as the represent- 
ative of large and powerful interests, 
was clothe(} with comiderahle in- 
fluf'n,
e in Yilla
e affairs. Hincks 
him
elf had no doubt good intent to, 
wards the village, which he might 
have carried llltO action, but in the 
turning of the political wheel he lost 
the reins of power, whereupon he 
was absent from Canada for years 
acting as Governor of the Windward 
Isles, later of British Guiana. Thus 
his interest in Renff9w became dor. 
mant which atfectf\d McKa.y's in- 
fluenct' and position, eventually lead- 
ing to his retirement. 
John McRae, when he built the mill, 
als<) erected his house on the property 
now occupied by W. A, Mackay. 
There, there grew up around him an'] 
Mrs McRae-a woman of earnest and 
beautiful character, beloved of all 
who had the privilege of her acquaint. 


ance-a family of sons and daughters 
who made their home one of the most 
attractivH in the village. a rendezvous 
indeed, for the young people bent on 
havin
 a really good time. Strange 
that in later years it should have be- 
come the most sadly afflicted and 
deepl} bereaved of all our homes. M.rs 
McRae was yet comparatively young 
wh
n, on the day before what they 
were looking forward to as a happy 
Ohristmas, their son Alex. went from 
the home to the mill and almost im- 
mediately was caught and crushed to 
death in the machinery. The shadow 
of that accident was upon her ever 
after, Then, after sev'3ral years, her 
own hf\alth failed, ana she was an 
almost continuous sufferer. Iu the 
mirlst of those year!'! of suffering, so 
patiently borne, there came to her 
the further grief of the collapse, 
through over-intent study and work, 
of George, the clever young physician. 
She had 
trength given ber to watch 
over him tü the enrl-then in a week 
ðhe followed. Well that she was gone 
hAfore that day when Peter, his wife 
and young son were together drowned 
on Lake Deschenes. or that oth
r day 
when John D. was accidentally shot in 
his own office in Ottawa. Mr McRae 
Ii ved to a '\"ery old age. He was a 
helpful man in our village. bAing to 
the enrl deeply interested in all that 
concerned its welfare. 
About the timf\ the mills were built, 
Orange Wright, one of the Aylmer 
Wrights, came t.o Renfrew. He built 
the first hotel north of the river, a 
large, comfortable and well equipped 
house of entertainment being thus 
provilled for the farmers who came in 
large numbers to the mills. It is to 
be remembered, also, that in those 
days it stood on an eligible position 
on that great thoroughfare-the Op- 
eongo Road. Thus many t.ravellers 
patronized this Hotel, both because it 
was a convenient Htayin
 place anrl 
because it was so well oonducted, Mr 
Wright being most attentive and Mrs 
Wright a notable house-keeper. Mr 
Wright rlied about the end of the 
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" sixties, " but the business went on 
unrler the care of Mrs Wright anrl 
their son Orange, until the coming of 
the RRilway in 1873. At that time 
it came fully unrler the managemf'nt 
of Orange Wright, the :younger, who 
is still with us as Collector of CUs.. 
toms. He was a young man of high 
charaeter anrl strong convictions, 
having also a likp.-minòed young 
wife-(Iaughter I)f John Smith (tan- 
ner). He rletermin
d to banish the 
bar, which he rlirl, although well 
assured that he would do so at con- 
sirlerablð financial loss. The conrli- 
tions changed, also, after the Railway 
came. The big rlriv'3 soon ceasec1. 
He found another opening which was 
more congenial and lookerl advanta- 
geous, thou
h it turned out ntherwiRe. 
The hotel was closArl. fell into rlisre- 
pair, became at length ß tenant: hOUS9 
accommoc1ating stweral families, 
whilst Mr Wright strugglerl quietly 
aUlI bravely on in the p::\th marked 
out by himself, rendering splenrlid 
service to the 'Jause of temperance, 
to his church, to all moral move- 
mf1nts in the community, in whic11 
he is highly respecterl. 
A. R. McDonalrl, bla.cksmith, also 
saw an opportunit.v in the activity 
created by the mills, which lerl him 
to begin busiuess in the vicinity of 
Wright's Hotel, his house being built 
on the corner oppasite the G. W. Me- 
Donal.1 resirlence, whil
t: the shop was 
neart'r the Hotpl. Ht> apppars to luwe 
h
en a go )cl trac1{'sman, a ma.n of some 
intelligence, 
hrewc1 aud forceful to a 

!Ooll rlegrHe. He \Vas aC't.ive in village 
affairs, which lell to h is appointment 
as Oollector. For hi;; e xI
elleut hanrl- 
ling of the Ilutifls of that office he was, 
acC'or,leci a speci
l votp (If thanks by 
the Council, hut afterwards he awl 
the "fathers" disputecl with each 
other in such wise 

 to canse them to 
hf-' at rlagger
 lirawn. 
About this time al:;o, Duncan Mc. 
Int.rre. son of the goorl elrler Peter 
McIntyre. built a comfortable house 
on Elgin street facing the public 
squ
rf>, where he hac1 his honw until 


the eighties, when he rli<;;posed of it 
to thl'J late G, W. McDonald. Quiet 
man and efficient carpenter he never 
fell into the morlern way ()f "rnshing 
the job. " Thus he doubtless lost grounrl 
in the rac(;\. 
Either James or George Colvin 
h
ilt on the corner opposite Wright's 
Hotel, wlu'1re George rlirl hn"ineiils for 
several year!/. as a waggon-maker. It. 
is not known whero he went but his 
brother James lived in Horton until 
his death not ver)' long ago. Wm. 
Logan long harl his dwelling in part of 
th
 factory builrliug-then built the 
resiclence now occupied by his sou 
Thomas, Wm. McKay, agent, built. 
anrl lived in, the house unrler the 
brow of the hill where Wm. Roberts 
so long resiclerl afterwarrls, an(J a 
little further on was Mr Francis' 
home place. The ;;;purt-hardly a 
boom-which thus settled the North 
end, snbsirlecl before the enrl of the 
periorl, aft,er which there was never 
more than very gradual increase in 
that rlirection, th,ough the situation 
is very inviting. 
Retracing onr fjteps southward anrl 
looking ba<Jk, as it were. from the 
end of the period, we shall note the 
more prominent of those who were, 
in its later years, led to cast in their 
lot with us in consequence of the 
goorl prospect.s of that time. 
Sinon O'Gorman, who came frollJ 
Kilru.;h. Ireland, :,rrivp.d ao H1t 1843 
-:& growing Ia.cl thf>u. In 1850 he was 
an apprentice wit.h John Churchill, 
COOTJer. By 1854, hf1 !5pt Uli for him- 
Felf 011 the lower (\n l l of Argyle <;;tr{'et.. 
whither a150 he brought his yonn
 
wife, Maria O'Donnollan, daughter-of 
a set.t.ler on t.he "Mill roa(1" south of 
t. ne village. Therf\ tlu-y Ii 'Ted all 
their (
aY!5; a well tloivg ami attr
.LCtive 
couple, as were al<;;ó the son" anrl 
daughter" who were trained in 
thpir home. When thl' coopering hmi. 
ness waxed smaller, Mr O'Gormau 
was entrust-pel wit.h various pnblic 
offices, oeing for many years baiiiJf, 
C'ollector, and aRsessor. in which pos- 
it,ions hf' ronrlf"rerl faitht"nl s{'l1'\'iC'p to 
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the community. He was a broac1- 
minded man, who took de9p interest 
in educational matters, serving for 
some time as a trustae. Trusty and 
honorable in all his dealings, he loug 
held the confid
uce and esteem of his 
fellow citizens. He remained with us 
till near the end of the "nineties," 
whilst kind-he'1rted Mrs ü'Gorman 
passed only a few days ago. 
Moving up the strf"et, we learn thp,t 
Peter Dougall had come to us from 
Ghmgarry, starting as a fJarriage 
builc1er in a shop opposite St. Andrew's 
church, his home bt'iug just' north of 
that of Wm. Gordon on Plaunt 
street. A fter about two years, he 
purchased, in 1859, the long-time store 
stand once occupied bv Robert. Mc- 
Intyre, to which he so added that it 
served as both shop and dwelling un- 
til, in about ten years, he built the 
commodious residence in which he 
afterwards lived. Hi
 business pros- 
pered, for he was a good workman. 
who soon established a reputation for 
fair and honorable dealing. Three of 
his son
 who wrought with him, suc. 
cessively, went to Winnipeg, to' 
which city Mr Dougall himself re- 
tired about two years ago, chiefly 
that he might enjoy their companion- 
ship in his declining years. His 
quiet, retiring disposition, naturally 
inclined him to enjoy home life, rather 
than to take part in general affairs, 
but as he soon became known' as a well 
informed, reliable mau wi th a large 
fund of common sense, he was ëa Hed 
to the front bv his fellow citizens. 
Thus he b()came counci 1I0r ; Reeve; 
one of the perpetual 'members of the 
school board; an active aud valuable 
elder in St. Andrew's church; in 
which, as in other responsible posi- 
tions, he acquitterl himself well, for 
he 
aye as careful attention to their 
duties as he did tt) his own business. 
Mrs Dougall, with her bright 
cheery disposition, was a light in the 
home wher
 there grew up a family 
who reflected the good qualities of 
their parents. They were much 


missed when they removed to Winni- 
peg. 
Further up. great changes began 
about the middle" fifties, ., leading tp 
the building up of the west side of 
Main' street, re-named at. that time 
Raglan street, in honor of the British 
Commauder-in-Chief in the Crimean 
War. 
Joseph Philion, who afterwa.rds re- 
moverl to A. Thompson's stand, at 
this time built a blacksmith 8hop and 
house on th'3 site which he sold to T. 
B. Muir in the early "sixties. "" He 
remained with us till near the 
"seventies, " then r removing to Ad- 
maston, where he continued in business 
at Paterson's corners till his working 
Jays were done. 
Jalbes Watt, who began business as 
a flhairmaker in the stone building 
next to Mrs' G. Ross' present shop, 
built later on tlm site adjoining 
Philion's. His flhairs had 
 wide 
reputation for excellence but the time 
came when buyers were content with 
the cheaper factor.v-made article. 
Thus, towards the end of the "six- 
ties," Watt 90ld to Stephen Walford, 
at which time he took to farmin
 on 
his thirty-acre holding on the Bonne- 
ohere Point road, within the village 
limits; eking out his income by work., 
ing in his spare time as a carpenter. 
In the early days he was a frequent 
leader in the frolics that were then so 
common anrl was always a genial com. 
pat!ionabJe man. 
He pa.ssed from us in the early 
"eighties," whilst yet comparativQly 
yonng. His widow, a grand-daughter 
of "Grannie" McInnes, still li ves 
with us, being much respected for 
the brave struggle by which <<jhe pro- 
vided for the family who were early 
left dl'Jpendent on her exertions. 
Along with James Watt wrought 
John Hazelton, who came to ns in 
1857. After a few y
ars he removerl 
to Portage-du-Fort and later to 
Douglas. His Ron, Wm. Hazelton, reo 
mained, working as a shoemaker for 
some years wi th James A irth and 
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with John McInnes from 1868 
to 1875, during which period he 
married a daughter of Angus Mc. 
Innes, of Goshen. Then he bought 
out the McInnes business which 
he carried on, at first, in the little 
shop next to P. J. Oampbell's store. 
In 1884 he removeJ to the shop on the 
site of Hanrlford's block, where he 
continued fifteen years, then Belling 
out and goinJl to work for Harkness. 
The art of making fine boots by hand 
is fast dyiI1R out. but iD Wm. Hazel. 
ton we have one who knows well how 
suoh work should be done, Quiet 
man and good tr!J.desman he and his 
excellent wife-a famous nurse-are 
much respected by a large circle of 
friends. 
James WariI came to us from Perth 
in 1855. After making shift for a 
while in temporary quarters, he open- 
ed his tin!õlhop in a new building 
which stoort on the sIte now occupied 
by Dr. Oonnolly, whither also he 
brought as his bride, a daughter of 
James Stewart, a Second Line pioneer. 
About 1858, he purchased the site on 
which his brick block now staniJH, 
building there a shop and, later, a 
houEl8. His business flourished f'Jr 
many Yf>cUS under his strict personal 
attention, as well as because he al- 
ways acted on the principle that a 
man's word should be as good as his 
bond. Three of his sons were trained 
to the business, but they all saw 
better openings in other lines, which 
took them away from the town, one 
of them to the States, two of them 
to the West, another to farmin
. 
In 1894 he built r.he first brick block, 
movinJl his house to the rear and 
still keeping on in the old shop till 
1900, wheu he built the remainder of 
the block, retired from the old busi. 
ness but continued, on a more ex- 
tensive IõIcale, the coal trade which he 
had already handled for some years 
Rnd in which he is stiJI engaged. 
His summer recreation was farming 
on his holding on the Bonnechere 
Point road, within the corporation, 
whilst in winter he gave himself to 


curling with great zest and large suc- 
cess. He has been an I\ctive Son of 
Temperance for 51 yearø; a o;;chool 
trustae about 45 years; served several 
years as Reeve; besides being often a 
councillor-standing always for pro- 
gress; a pillar in St. Andrew's church 
as Elrter. manager and S. S. teaoher. 
These teU how he was trusted; and 
thou
h, in fact, no one talkerl less, it 
became an understood thing, that n'J 
man would tlo more, or do it, better, 
for the furtherance of the material or 
the moral welfare of our community. 
The presiding genius of his home 
stood by him in all his work. To. 

ether they made that home a pleasant 
nalling place for friends, whilst in- 
comin
 strangers found there such 
hearty welcome as often did them 
good. It is a quiet place now, as 
over R year ago Mrs Ward was heav. 
ily stricken with paralysis. Their 
youngest daughter, whn was one of 
Canada's earliest "larly" Docters-a 
gra,luate of Queen '
was for several 
years Superintendent of a Ohildren's 
Home in Montreal. but now devote'! 
herself' to the care of the stricken 
motl}f
r, assisted by her other daugh- 
ters, as well as by Mr Ward, which 
labor of love makes it to them a 
happy home still. 
John W. O'Harro, a native of Perth, 
who had wrought-for a time in Paken- 
ham, where he found Mrs O'Harro, 
came to Renfrew to set up in busiuess 
as a carriage maker about 1855. After 
working for a time, likely in the same 
sho:\ in which Mr Dougall began, 
he removed to the site immediately 
south of Ward's, living in a small 
house behind the shop he there built. 
His business flourished, as be was an 
effieient workman, reached indeed. to 
lar
e proportions in the palmy days 
of the near-by lumbering operlttions; 
but in common with like businesses 
shrank in the later yeare when those 
operations were at a gr
ater distance; 
when, also, factories cut in more and 
more on hand-m&de work. 
By that time he had built a com- 
fortable home on ArgylA street, hut 
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soon his family began to scatter, 
several of his sons going to Chicago. 
Failing health, also, made the cares 
of business irksome and heavy. Ac- 
cordingly, about 1893, he rlisposei!. of 
the whole property to T. Hynes, who 
built the brick block now standing on 
Raglan street. After an extended 
trip, visiting sons and relatives in the 
Western states, hA settled down in a 
smaller house, where he lingered with 
us till about. the end of the centu
'; 
Mrs O'Harro remaining two or three 
years longer. He was a genial, chatty 
man, sufficiently energetic, and 
thoroughly reliable. For nigh forty 
years he was truA to his pledge as a 
Son of Temperance and for about the 
same length of time wa'! an active and 
consistent member of the Methodist 
Church. There was n.uch sympathy 
in these matters between both Mr and 
Mrs O'Harro and their long-t.ime 
neighbors, the Wards. 
Turning north again W9 find that 
Robert Gorcton, a native of Bristol, 
Que., who had been working some 
time as a blacksmith in Carleton 
Place, came to us about t.he close of 
1858. He opened business in the shop, 
north of the Bonnechere, which wa... 
boilt by A. R. McDonald. Remaining 
there only a few months he next f'S- 
tablished himself in the blacksmith 
shop connected with Peter Dongall's 
carriage shop, no doubt doing most of 
the blacksmithing neef'ted by Mr 
Dougall. There he remained till 1863, 
whAn he purchased the nearby site on 
which he built, first the house on the 
rear, then the shop on Raglan street. 
He had been keeping bachelor's hall 
in a house on the present site of the 
Baptist Ohuroh, but when the new 
house was in readiness he brought, as 
his bride, Miss Morphy, (If Carlet.on 
Place, w hose father had been one of 
the earliest settlers at "Morphy's 
Falls. " This was the beginning for 
him of 23 happy year8 of home life in 
Renfrew, in which he greatly prosper- 
ed in business-built the larger house 
in which he still reside!:!, and saw his 
family growing up around him, grow- 


ing also in the esteem of the com- 
munity. The passing of Mrs Gordon 
was the morA 
erious to him as he 
had early become almost totally deaf 
and dependei!. much on her help. 
Accordingly, tJle following year, he 
retired from business, handing it over 
to his son Robert, then confining 
himself to gardening, reading, and 
enjoying himself in his own home, 
where his daughters, of whom there 
are thrfoe, have made life pleasant for 
him. But though a lonely man, he 
manages to keep himself well abreast 
of the times in knowedg(;1 of general 
and local affairs, being a kAen politi- 
cian with intAlligent ani!. advanced 
views; interested also in Town poli- 
tics, and. with a well digested fund of 
general information. Much interest 
has hA in his church-a true blue 
Presbyterian-and, though neither in 
his own home nor in the church has 
he 'wer heard the voice of the last two 
ministers under whom he haR sat, he 
has given much inspiration t.o them 
by his notable regularity at Sabbath 
services, whAre as we know, he is one 
of those who worship in Spirit and in 
truth and is benefited thereb

. His 
example in this respect. has been most 
helpful an.i is but a sign and sAal of 
the life so earnest, so upright, so 
helpful, which he has lived among us. 
Still hale and hearty. we may hope to 
have him beside UR for many years. 
His brOliher, Alex. Gordon-now of 
Pembroke, -was with Mr Dougall as a 
carriage maker, from his beginning 
business in oor town. After perhaps 
three years he went tú Pakenham, 
but becoming interested in lumbering 
operations he went. later, to Pem' 
broke, where he has been successfnl. 
Further up the street, about where 
Stevenson's block now stands, was 
the log building where Stewart's gro- 
cery was carried on for some time. 
He was 8 brother of Robert Stewart, 
of Perth. A pushing man. who stood 
well with the settlers, St.ewart did a 
large trade and his grocery was not- 
ably one of the busy spots in the later 
"fifties." Soon after he left the ViI- 
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lage, the probability being that he 
finally established himsslf in business 
in the Western or Southern States. 
Passing the house and store of Wm. 
Mackay-already noticerl-we learn 
that in the fall of 1853, Joshua Mur- 
phy, saddler, made his way from 
LansdowDe to Perth by stage, thence 
footing it to Renfrew, which as was 
usual at that season, he founo to be a 
sea of mud. His brother El1ward 
join 3d him here in tiH'I following 
January. They made shift for a 
while in part of John Smith's (tan- 
ner) then discarded log dwelling, 
boarding for a time with Mr Gibbons. 
In the spring, they secured the stone 
building next to Mrs Ross, wher(> 
they kept shop and lived. Ed ward 
having married. Having prosperet} 
greatly. Joshua built in 1856, on the 
site next to Mackay's' store, a. com- 
modious shop and dwelling. Erlwarll 
turned his attention to farming, rent- 
ing the Plaunt farm, but not scoring 
mnch of a success in that line, h(> 
soon removed to Portage-du.Fort, 
where he (>ntererl into busines
. 
Jo!!!hua eontinued to make progress, 
being, as is known, an active. push. 
ing, reliable man. Marrying a Miss 
Wing in 1860. there was given them 
a son-onr Dr. Murphv-anrl a 
daughter-Mrs A. Lindsay; then in 
1867, the mother died. Ha\Ting' mar- 
riel} again, in 1870, he continuf1rl in 
businAss other five yt'ars. At that 
time he became very d(>af, which led 
him to sell the stock to Scott & Thom- 
son and to retire to a fq,rm at the fpot 
of thf' pinnacle. whm'e on a beautiful 
spot, he built a commorlious home- 
house in which he lived until hp. re- 
turned, a few years ago. to reside 
with the Doctor in part of the brick 
block which he had then built on his 
town property. His deafness barred 
him from taking }..Iart in outside af- 
fairs with which, however, he always 
kept himself thoroughly in touch. His 
never-failing interest has been in the 
Methodist Church, of which he was a 
pioneer member, and with Mrs Mur. 
phy's help, an actIve worker, as well 


as a large contributer. This like- 
minded pair havò during all the years 
given their countenance and support 
to all good objects; especially to all 
mora) movements in our own 
om- 
munity. 
On the adjoining site was the home 
and shop of Josf'ph Oharbonneau, bet- 
ter known, however, in thOSA days as 
tha place where Madame Oharbonneau 
reta
led home-made confections, which 
were much favored by the children, 
supplying also. home-made bread to 
all anrl sundry. Later, the Oharbon- 
neau home w
s on the Bonnechere 
Point road, where M
,tame harl a con- 
siderable market garden. Mr Murphy 
came into possession of this property 
also. and various lines of business 
were carried on in it by his tenants, 
from the end of the sixties tlown to 
the time when his brick block was 
built, 
On the corner opposite the present 
Barnet block-to the south-Jamps 
A irth, fourth son of thð pioneer, had 
built a combinel1 house and shop 
about 185fì, wh8re he exercised his 
t,rade as a shoemaker. As he was a 
popular young man, with a large COD- 
nection, he developed quite a larg(> 
bnsiness in hand-made work. to which 
he added hy putting in a stoC'k of 
ready-made footwear, on in the "six- 
ties, ,. being probably tl
e first of our 
tradesmen in that line to make snch a 
venture_ His si!ò\ter-now Mrs Robert 
McLaren-presided ov
r his home 
with its sociabilities until about 
18ß3, wh
n he married Miss Ophelia 
Wright, of .Athens-a sister of A. A. 
Wright, M. P. Th(>y spent four happy 
years tog(>ther, \.Jut then Mr Airth 
was called away. leaving two child- 
ren to be cared for by the soon wid- 
owed young mother. These grew up, 
the daughtt:Jr becoming the wife of 
Rev. Mr Walker. who was one of the 
pioneer ministers of the local Baptist 
Church. He was afterwards for 
years a missionary in the East Indies, 
where he and his young wife were 
most devoted and successful laborers. 
They returned to Renfrew when his 
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health s9riously failed, whAn again he 
took the local pastorate for some time 
when his strenRth ha\.1 been somewhat 
restored; but as he was forbi1den to 
return to India, hA eventually accepted 
a call to a more important field in 
Ontario, where he and his 'excAllent 
and highly intelligent wife are now 
located. The son Henry was with us, 
holding the position of bookkeeper in 
the Oreamery 00., but went out to 
take a situation elsewhere. Mrs Airth 
continued the business for a little 
time, but later turned her attention 
to fancy goods. aud, after 30me years, 
married again; at length she fell a 
victim to consumption. Mr Airth 
was not only a popular young man but 
also ill his ripening years commended 
l.im3elf as a shrewd, intellig
llt, pro- 
gressive business man,. who took more 
than pa
sing interest in VillagA 
affairs. Thus, he was called to the 
Council and became Reeve before he 
was taken from us, at which time it 
was felt that a seVAre loss had been 
suffered by the communit}. 
Up the street, the store which had 
been occupiect by Roderick and Geo. 
Ross in the early "fifties," was in 1857 
tenanted by Will. Halpenny, a native 
of Lanark Co. Soon after coming he 
married MiRS Bell, of Oarleton "Place, 
-sister of A. W. Bell -Their home 
was on Plaunt street,on the rear of 
the store site. After a few years Mr 
Halpenny built the store on Argyle 
st. where Mr Mills now resides, 
doinR quite an extensive busine",s 
there untIl the early "seventies," 
when he met with- some reverses. 
He remained, however, with us, act- 
ively engaged in the grain and other 
jobbing lines, until about the begin- 
ning of the" eighties, " when he wAnt 
to Winnipeg, where he traded in wood 
and coal. His first wife died young, 
leaving him one son-John, now in 
the Westérn States. In a few years 
he married Susan, daughter of Rev. 
Geo. Thomson, whose taU figure and 
dignified bearinp; made her as notice- 
able as her genial disposition made 
her attractive in our. community. 


They were both much missed when 
they went from us. Mr Halpenny was 
a clAveJ:", energetic, hard-headed busL 
nes'i man, who interested himself in 
and promoted the developmAnt of the 
Village in many ways, 3tanding on 
the progressive side and giving him- 
self up with charscteristic heartiness 
to the performancA or the duties of 
Reeve, Oouncillor, Trustee anct other 
offices which he held. An old and 
lönely man now, who has had sore 
bereavemmts, he lives with his son 
in Winnipeg. 
John McAnilrew's business stan,i in 
1850 hail been transformed into a 
hotel, the nucleus of "the Dominion 
Honse," by the end of the period. It 
was kept by one Thibaudeau, whose 
wife was one of the S 
otch Bush Liv- 
ingstones. He 'lid not remain there 
long, but removed to the then new 
building adjoining Muir's, to the 
north, whAre he. J}ad It grocery and 
liquor store; there he dierl early in 
the ., sixties. ' , 
Abraham Fraser (a Hagot boy) came 
first to Rf>nfrew iu 1852. workin
 for 
Rome time a8 journeyman 
hoemaker 
with Wm. Gordou. In 1854, when 
he built opposite to the blacksmith 
shop on the road to the "Fair" 
grounds, he married a sister of Rob- 
ert Drysdale, thus early securing the 
chief ble8sing of his life. He set up 
shop in his house, which, however 
. passed later into John Smith's hands. 
Then he wrought. in a small building 
belonging to Geo. Ross, near the 
DominiC1n House. Again h
 built a 
house on the Oreek side, having his 
!ihop in the basement. This he sold at 
length to Dr. Freer. In 1866, he 
moved to Kincardine, whence he soon 
returned, at that time buying the 
"Briscoe" farm, on which he remain- 
ed for 11 years. Returning to ns, he 
built his present residence in Thom- 
sonville about 1878 and wrought in the 
small building which has long been 
Dr. Thacker's office. Becoming, like 
several of his brothers, a martyr to 
rheumatism, he left the bench some 
years ago, wOlking as long as he 
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could at whatever came in his way. 
Now he is bearing the burden of the 
years, but as this quiet, excellent 
pair go down the "brae" together, 
they do so in that. contented. thankful 
spirit in which they have met all the 
ups and dowus of the life that they 
have spent. happily together. Their 
son Alex. is one of our enterprising 
merchants; William is his clerk. 
Two daughters are in the home. Ot!ler 
sons and daughters hav( homes in 
.listant parts. 
Mention should be made of the Ber- 
languet family, who were here in the 
"forties, " though not continuously 
residing in the village. John Berlan- 
guet, sr., was at the building of Mc- 
Intyre's stone store and dwelling, our 
information being that he did most. of 
the inside finishing, for, though he 
was a self taught carpenter, he was a 
very proficient tradesmau. He lived 
at one time in the house occupied hy 
Dr. Oars well. but whether before or 
after the Dr. has not been ascertained. 
John Berlanguet, jr., h:larned the shoe- 
making trade with Wm. Gordon. 
likely about 1852, married about the 
timl3 he finished his apprenticeship, 
liven across the creek in a small hous
 
on McIntyre's farm, continued to work 
here for some time and then went to 
some point west in our county where 
he continued many years. He return. 

d, however, in the" nineties," resid- 
inK then in the suburb known as "King- 
ston." His healt', was broken so far 
t.hat he did not do much, but he lived 
there for some years. His wi
ow and 
one daughter arfl Htill with us, He was 
a quiet, industrious, right-living man. 
Charles Holland, whose home was 
eventually opposite Halpenny's cor- 
ner, was no doubt '.\'ith us engaged as 
a carrier between Farrell's wharf and 
the village; a laborious business even 
after the Opeongo had been built; 
and the man who took up the task 
(leserved to prosper, as Holland did 
to a considerable extent. 
Mentioning the Opeongo reminds us 
of an episode which connects with 
t.his period. It was built a
 a colon- 


ization road: nothiug more natural 
therefore than that aEi it was pUElhed 
through the back townships, th
 at. 
tention of immigrants should be 
drawn to the field it opened up. Un- 
fortunately the adyantages were lar
e- 
ly overdrawn in a roseate pamphlet 
prepared by the late T. P. French, 
who was thAn a government agent, 
residing at Olontarf and afterwards a 
Post Office Inspector. This at least 
is the tradition. The result was 
that immigrants who came in con- 
siderable numbers, were disappointefl: 
those who had means mostly tIed the 
country, t.hose who were poorer had 
to stay and makFJ the best of it, which 
after the initial rlifticulties were over. 
come was not so bad for them. Of 
thos
 who r
t.urr.ed some few,-most- 
Iy English-r
mained permanently in 
Renfrew. Mention may now be made 
of those who ct)nnect with this period. 
Henry Bellerby, who arrived in 1858. 
came from the city of York, in which 
he held th
 office of Sheriff, which 
tells that he had more than ord inary 
culture aud intelligence. He haò con. 
siderable means, also, and it does not 
appear that he went up the Opeongo, 
even to explore. He rented the dwell. 
in
 part of Joshua Murphy's" new 
building on th
 West side of Raglan 
etreet, where with his wife, who was 
much younger than he, Rnd his wife's 
sister-the pr
'sent Mrs Joshua Murphy 
-he remained whIlst he looked about 
for R suitable location for farming, on 
which he was intent. At length he 
purchased the farm aft:erwards owned, 
in part, by Robert Carsw
ll, and i u 
part by Henry Airt.h. Whilst a house 
was being built on 
he site of Mr 
Barr's present residence, they lived 
in an old log house on th
 Henry 
Airth part. He farmed at great loss, 
pürt.1y because he was set on carrying 
out the heme-laud methorls, partly be- 
caUS9 be wa.s adviserl by interested 
parties to enter on fruitless but money 
scattering undertakin
s, which speed- 
ily exhausted his means; no ordinary 
means could h1\\'e stood the drain. 
Soon the farm was out of his hanrls, 
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except a few acres around his house, 
and he had little means left. Friends, 
however, fonnd some congenial oc. 
cupation for bim,-as Town Clerk 
with the officss attached to it-which 
along with the care of his garden and 
beautiful Rrove, helped him to pass 
the time, not altoJitether unprofitably. 
Then, Mrs Bellerby opened our first 
sel('ct school for children, which of 
course coul1 not be largely attended, 
but which many look back to with 
thoughtful remembrance of its in. 
fluenf1e on morals and manners. Yeårs 
passed; her sister had married; Mrs 
Bellerby's health was poor-she was 
very lame for year!òl; he was failinJit 
fast; very pathetic wa
 it to se13 th('m 
in tþose d.ays, thongh they had a com- 
fortable home. In 1874 he was 
trick- 
en with paralysis, which qui
kly end- 
t!d the career of this gentleman of the 
old school. Mrs Bellerby recovered 
her health t<:> sUf'h a degree that she 
afterwardtt tauJitht for 
ome years in 
our publio school; then returning to 
England-where she married again- 
she lived till two years ago. Those 
who knew them well have a warm 
place in their hearts for them still. 
He came too late in life to this new 
land ever to thoroughly ßdjust himself 
to the different circumstances on which 
11e entereri, but both hA and Mrs Bell. 
erby exertAd a helpful influence in the 
community, and for their great worth 
they WAre hiRhly esteemed. 
James Bromley was another who 
came in the emigration of ]858. 
He had been engaged in business in 
London as a Cnstom House agent and 
also aø an agent for Sheffield snd Bir- 
min
ham goods. He was in middle 
life when he came, having a number 
of chilrlren, for whose advancement 
in life he had been led to make the 
change to Oanada. They lived for a 
short time in Mr Murphy's house, but 
soon went out to live on and cultiv- 
ate John Brill's farm. Mr Bromley, 
however, soon found occupation in 
the villaRe as assistant t.J Geo. Ross, 
having charge specially of the Post 
Office for several year
. The famil
' 


then lived on the Beauchamp farm, 
now held by Malcolm McDermid, 
steadily engaged in perfecting their 
knowledge of Oanadian farming 
methods, in which also they became 
quite proßcient, hit! sous later settlinll 
on farms of their own in the vicinity 
of Renfrew. A.fter 1864, when Geo. 
Ross's death cans9d the transfer of the 
Post Office to Mr Mackay, Mr Brom- 
ley became agent for various Loan 
aud Insurance Oompanies, doing con- 
siderable work also as a conveyancer, 
for all which his early training anrl 
education fitted him. In these lines 
he continued doing a consirlerable 
busil1ess until at length the infirmities 
of age laid him aside. Then he lived 
in retirement for somA years, his long 
span of life ending in the "ninetief;." 
He was sufficiently interested in town 
affairs, though never taking any pro- 
minently active part in them; con- 
tenting himsf'lf rather with activities 
on behalf of the Ohurch of England, of 
which he was a devoted member. He 
scored at least a moderatf" success in 
the ]and of his adoption, and b
 his 
affable bearing gathered around him 
a circle of attached friends who have 
not yet forgotten him. 
Richard Archer was another of the 
English contingent who, after 100IL- 
in
 arouni!. for a time, settled in 
Renfrew. He long wrought a small 
farm within the village limits on the 
"Pinnacle" road. He also, or per. 
haps, rather Mrs Archer and his sons, 
carried on quite an ex
ensive baki ng 
and confectionery business on the site 
imm'3diately south of the "Ottawa 
Honse" being the first in that ling 
who continued for any length of 
time. Mr Archer's interest in the 
pro
ress of the Church of England 
was even greater than that of his 
friends. Mr Bellerby and Mr Brom- 
ley, it bein
 by his exertions that the 
wallo;; of the first church were set up, 
though for lack of expected suppurt, 
he had not the plAasure of seeing the 
erlifice completed for some years. The 
family who grew up around Mr and 
Mrs Archer W9r
 much thought of by 
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the young people of their day. 
Eventually they scattered to homes 
in other places, their loss being very 
distinctly felt as they went out from 
us one by one, as was that of Mr and 
Mrs Archer when they passed away. 
Thos. Morris came from Wales, 
spending a year at. Arnprior before 
settling in Renfrew in 1858. He had 
learned well the trade af carpenter, 
and for forty years and more had a 
hand in much of the best work done 
in that line in our vicinity. Latterly 
he hal3 been chiefly employed as Sup- 
erintendent of Works in most of the 
large buildings that have been erected 
in our town, the 
eneral belief being 
that, as he neVAr knew how to slight 
his own work in anv particular, 
he might be relied upon to see 
that the work of which he has the 
overElight would be wel1 done; a well 
founded belief t.hat. Confirmec1 and 
wary old bachelor that he-I is. this 
quiet mau has lived a very retired 
and even lonely life amongst us, 
 
very helpful life to the upbuilding of 
the town. There are a few friends 
who set mu
h store upon his friend. 
ship, because they know that he has a 
heart of gold and may be relied on at 
every turn. 
John Smith - .. Exchange" - was 
with us in, at least, a large part of the 
" fifties, " being towards the close of 
the period the bailiff and tax collect- 
or. Aftp.rwards, he seems to have 
been the manager of the brewery 
which stood near where Harkness' 
tannery now stands. 
Perhaps he along with Pat Kelly 
hart an interest in the "Dominion 
House" for a short time, likely after 
the brewery was burned. ThAn he 
was with" Pat" in the "British" for 
long, there beginning and cemðnt.ing 
the long time fellowship of these 
"twins. " 
c\ bout the end of the sixties, Smith 
went to the" Exchange Hotel," which 
continued in his charge for probably 
twenty years, and prospered greatly, 
especially after he married Mrs 
Wright. Then he retired from busi- 


ness, but continued to reside here till 
after his last wife died, after which 
h9 spent most of his time with his son 
in Chicago. He lived to be very old 
and almost bUnd. Then his heart 
yearned for the quiet town, every 
corner of which he knew, and he came 
to end his days with Mrs McDowell- 
his daughter-whom, however, he out- 
li ved, dying only a year ago. 
William Harris was the Crown 
Lands Agent of this period. He ap- 
pears to have been a land surveyor 
and a man of some intelligence, whose 
office, also, gave him a certain 
amount lJf influeuce in the early days, 
but little can be gathered about him 
at ttlis writing. He planted his home 
on a romantic spot on the bankR of 
the Bonnpchere river above the pre- 
sent o.P. R. bridge, where it long con- 
tinued to stand as a deserted building 
-a little log house in keeping with 
most of the home places of th9 early 
days. 
Our first lawyer as has been already 
noted, was one Elkanah Billings, WilO 
was, as it appears, one of the Billings 
family, near Ottawa, and whose wife 
was a sister of the late Chief-Justice, 
Sir Adam Wilson. He came here at the 
instance of the late Geo. Ross, tak- 
ing hold for a time of the legal busi- 
ness which Ross could turR in his 
direction. Here l!e came under the 
influence of the temperance move. 
ment, connecting him
elf with the 
Sons of Temperance-thus regaining 
some ground which he had perhaps 
lost. He was a clever man, who cul- 
ti vated a taste for Geological studies 
and investigations, whic'l led to his 
being appointed to a position in the 
Geological Survey department under 
Sir Wm. Logan, which caused him to 
make his home in Montreal. 
Adam McTavish seems to have 
come to us from Perth about 1859, 
at which time he Aither built or 
rented the log shop opposite the 
O'Oonnor property. Later, he built 
the shop and house on th9 gore 
where he wrought and lived till about 
the middle of the "seventies." He 
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was a good blacksmith and a kindl:y 
man, blesserl with a good wife, under 
whose excellent training the family 
grew up, taking their places in life 
with great credit and success, his sons 
going west when Calgary was still a 
small place, his daughter being still 
with us,-tihe present Mrs Wm. Mills. 
He died whilst yet a comparatively 
young man. 
The Misses Merrick, daughters of 
the Merrick family who had mills at 
the "Fourth Chute, " were towards 
the end of the period doing business 
as milliners and rlress.makers in the 
building on the corner opposite the 
present Handford block; which was 
probably the first exclusive business 
in that line in the v illage. One of 
the sisters was married afteJ'wards to 
John Smith-Exchange-but did not 
enjoy hpr married life many years. 
Their daughter, Ida, became the wife 
of Principal McDowell of the HIgh 
School. 
There were a number of others- 
mostly tradesmen, who were attracted 


to us at the time of tbe building of 
the mills. Many of them were "birds 
of passage," whose names even can- 
not now be recorded. Some re- 
mained for longer periods, whi 1st a 
few spent their lives with us. We 
have no reliable information, how- 
ever, beyond some names, conc9rning 
even those who remained. 


It seems well, therefore, to close the 
series of biographical sketches in 
which it has been sought to make the 
c! tizens of the "fifties" known in 
some degree to th
ir successors. It 
seemed due to them to set down 
briefly, some facts which certainly 
could not be easily gathered later, so 
that after a time it may at least be 
known who they were and what they 
did. Turning now from these sketches, 
it will be in order to continue the 
"Story" of Renfrew in the "fifties" 
in a n
rrative of the political, the 
municipal, and the general concerns 
in which these "pioneers" were in. 
terested and played their part. 


. 
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THE "FIFTIES" PERIOD. 


Political, Municipal and General. 


A retrospective glance at the stage 
of Canarlian development which was 
reached in 1850 may serve to introduce 
this part of the 'Story _ ' , There are 
man}' tÍJings that in our days are 
deemed to be part of the necessities 
of b1:!.siness and everyday life, that 
were then done without and some of 
them not dreamed of as yet. The tal- 
low candle held sway throughout the 
land, though its aristocratic wax 
relation no doubt had a place in thø 
above-stairs apartments of the wealthy. 
whilst the evil smelling train oil 
. lamp did duty in many places still. 
Joshua Murphy has a tale to tell of 
the all but impossibility of procur- 
ing a stove in Renfrew in 1853, a 
state of affairs which was quite com- 
mon in other communities, the open 
fire place, with its more or less per- 
fect appurtenances of pokers, tongs. 
fore irons and swinging bar, being 
much in evidence in the better class 
of log houses in the coulitrv districts, 
whilst the earlier shanties had central 
hearths of the "camboose" order, with 
an opening in the roof which let out 
the smoke. Botl. these metho(ls were 
conrlucive to vpntilation and health, 
which is more Ulan can be said for 
our improved hpating arrangements in 
the present da:y. When the big baek 
log wa
 in position in the chimney 
an,l a plentiful supply of beech or 
maple, "ari
d hy pine-knots. was at 
lJand, there was snch bright cheery 
heating of the living room as we mi
ht 
envy--conducive, also, to rlreams. 
vision.. and the poetic fancies of those 
who looked into the glowing embers or 
Fat half hidden among the shadows, 
where Cupic1 oftðn played pranks, send- 


ing home his arrows stealthily. Bread 
WI\S baked in kettles-shanty fashion 
-or in the clay-built ovens, standing 
outside th9 house, as is still done in 
many ca
s in Quebec-wholesome, 
toothsome bread snch as no baker can 
provide. These are samples of the 
changes wJJich eveu this short time 
has wrought. Then 3lso the ontside 
work was still under the sway of the 
ox-tAam, the stone-boat, or simiJar 
conveyance, an[l the drag harrow. 
The horse age was hardly well begun 
in Renfrew in 1850; thE're were few 
lumber waggons and Sampson Coombs' 
two-wheeled c
rt was about the acnw 
in the equipage class. As we hav(> 
alrearly noted, the village was in this 
period easily ac('e!'.sible fro
 the sea; 
indeed, bv the river steamers then ply- 
ing on the St. Lawrence and. Ottaw
, 
these two water ways were giving 
access to a kind of double front in 
Ontario, along which the earlier set- 
tlem8nts lay, somewhat increased in 
the inlying District of East Central 
Cana'id by the early const.ruction of 
the Riileau Canal. Renfrew was near 
the Ott.awa front, which was a very 
(J(>ci1crl advantage to our freight aud 
pas!Senger traffic. Think of it, how. 
ever, that in all Canflda thf're WfiS 
only one short line of R:..ilway in 1830, 
of which -only nine miles lay north of 
t.he St.. Lawrence River. Little won, 
(Ier that wllfm the railway era began. 
as it (Iiil about 1852, it soon held, as 
we shall S\1e, a prominent place in the 
mnnicipal rtis('ussions in our ('ounty 
and town. There were telegraph lineI'! 
to a larger extent, but none came 
near m till lUnch later than 1850. 
The telephone, the electric light, the 
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various applicatioH
 of ðlectricit:y to 
motive power, all these were as .vet 
unthought of. We hardlv realize onr 
:1 dvant.ages. When we think of them 
at all, we cau hardly understand how 
our fathers lIii! without all these 
ne
essities of to.da;v. We even think 
that they mu
t lmve founi! life slow, 
terribl}' slow and irksome. Let us 

av(> our pit}', for it is doubtful if 
pit)' is not mon' suirell to our fJwn 
age, Whf'H men drive and are driven, 
fimling no timl) 1:0 rest amidst tl1P 
prf'ssiug ca.re
 and demanrls of elt'ctri- 
cally cOllll uctpd husi nes,;; li fe. 
Turn i ng from sllC'h reflections, WP 
are appri.
f'll that in many points of 
view the year 18,")0 ushp,rPll in great 
changps which tourherl ns in COllmon 
''" ith ot1ler Oanarliau cOImlJunities. A 
littlf' of thf' pf'rsnnal is addt-'rl in our 
cast-', a:-: Sir Franeis Hinrks. who he- 
ramf' OIm of onr landPll proprif'tors 
and planned lIlf uy thiug
 fOt. our 
hew")fit, whirh unfortul);,tel
' wpre not 
carrif1d out, had a large 
ha.re in the 
wider change
 of t.his transition per- 
iod, He was Inspertor-Gf'nf'ral (fiu. 
aUI'''' ministpr) in thf' Balllwin.Lafon- 
tainA a(lllIinistration, 1lI111pr whosp 
auspices rf'sponsiblf' govt-'rnmAnt was 
graduall}", aUll in fa('f' of many diffi- 
culties, wrought out. It was not till 
1850 that the last Yf'stigf's of "Down- 
ing street rule" were abolisherl. The 
Post Office Department then came 
ful1
 into Oanadian control. as did 
a.lso the right of taxation nf Britl
h 
gO'"lds without lliscrimination, which 
carrif'll with it, hmvever, the abolish- 
ing hy Britain nf any discrimination 
on behalf of tllf' colonies. For a .vear 
or two in tllf' b9ginuing of the decarIe, 
thf'rf' wa
 some commercial depression 
as a rmmlt of thf' change:;. Hiurks, 
who hf\Caml" PyiuJf' Millist
r iu 1851, 
however, set. so vigt)rously to work 
that a period of great prosperity, fos- 
t.ered by many progressive and far 
reaching mOVf'lllentR, marked several 
succes
ivf' years. In 1851 the first sod 
of the Northern Railway was turned 
at 1.'oronto; in 1852 the Act incorpor- 
ating the Grand Trunk Railwa
v wa
 


:vassed, substantial subventions being 
granted by the Provinces to the Oom, 
p:tny. About 1855 the Great Western 
of Canada was also set afoot. All 
these undertakings being well sup- 
ported by Briti
h capItal, thf're result- 
ed the most remarkable period of ex- 
pansion anrl progress which hac1 been 
experienced in Canarla up to that time. 
The usual concomitants of expansion 
were also in evideul'e; speculation 
was rampant; the lnl'king up of means 
in town lots in the boom da
's wnich 
inff'sted all the frontier hamlets wa!' 
fostf'rp
 by thp general forget:fulne!'s 
that the large annual expenditure on 
railway huilòing must soon ceasf'. 
The finanl'Íal 
torm-clourls ,;;oon begM1 
to gatlwr and, bf'fore tllf' enet of the 
lwriorl, there was a very whirlwind 
of II isa.ster, lear1Ï(1g tn tho rlownfall of 
tllf' Bank of Uppf'r Canarla, tn thA 
sf'yions 
haking of otÌler monetary in- 
st,itutions and to mnltiturlf'
 of bHsi- 
npS8 failnres. Many a day pa
serl he 
fore confirlenee was rf'storerl or the 
pall of rlepression was lifterl. 
Hinl'ks harl al
o carried thf' Muni 
cipal Loan Fund .Act, through the 
operat.ion of which grf'at improve- 
lllf'nts were uUlIf'rtak8n in many of 
our ('ounties by means of loans from 
the Government. repayablA 011 eas.V 
tf'rms as to time anrl interf'st. Thus 
the Unit.eò Counties of Lanark and 
Renfrew joined with the town of 
Brockville a1ll1 Township of Elizaheth- 
town in securing a loan, with which 
to assist the builrling of the Brock. 
"ille and Ottawa Railway, which 
was prnjecterl to run to Pem broke. 
Hincks was <:IoRsoriated, also, with 
Lorrl Elgin in negotiating the Reci. 
procity Treaty with the United States, 
which went into operatiou in 1854, 
OlJening np to Oanafla a lIf'ar and ex- 
panlling market for her agricultural 
and other products. 
The Oountyof Renfrew, including 
our own community, was from its 
isolated position, peculiarly fortunate 
in this periorl. At thp hElgillning wø 
were not large importers, thus the 
tariff changl-'!:j disturbed us ,ery little. 
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We were to'J far away to bf' drawn 
into the whirlpool of spf'cl1lation,- 
thf' boom at the front did not. attract 
us. The solid advance in the country, 
throngh the construetion of railways 
anli large builrling operations, created 
!l brisk flemand at high prices for 
lumber, which inured to our benefit 
in better wages and good prices for 
supplie
. The frne iuterC'ourse with 


the United States wrought to like 
ends, with thn further advantage that; 
the opening of an outside market 
checked a tendnncy to continnous low 
quotations in I)l1r home market, Thus 
in every way we reappd benefit, as 
was shown by the fa
t t;hat we only 
felt the illdranght of the fiuan('ial 
storm which raged from 1858 in the 
leRs isolated parts of thn Province. 
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LOCAL POLITICAL. AFFAIRS. 


As has b
en related, JIincks bf'came 
intf'rf'stf'd as H landed proprietor in 
our Village in 1852 or '53, hut 
whether it was a case of ., coming 
('vents C'asting their shadow before" 
is not known. lIuwevf'r, in tlw Re- 

istribution Act of 1853, in which hf' 
il1"rf'ased the representation of each 
of the Provinces of Upper and I,ower 
CallHda from -1:2 to H5, he provided 
that Renfrew C'ount:y, which had pre- 
yiously bepn united with I,anark as 
one C'onstitueD('Y, should be one nf the 
uew {'oust.itU(,UC
lpS, whil
t two mem- 
bers were' deenrdE'iI to Lanark. J.Jis 
mini
try had all thr(lugh bf.'pn ill 
d
ep watE'r,--largE'ly through the ('onl- 
I)PSS of the Rn(li('alor "CIE'ar Grit" 
wing of thf' Reform party,-which led 
him to ask a !li'5solution in 185-1, At 
that election he stooll b()th for Rpn- 
frf'w and S. Oxford. Having been 
t'1E'ctE'd for both ('onstÎtuencies, hI" 
nhosf' to :,;it for Renfrew. thus hecom- 
ing our reprf'spntativp until towards 
the dosE' of 1855. when he retire!} 
from Cana!Iian public lifE' 011 his ap- 
pointment as Governor of Barbadoes 
and th9 Windwarct Isles, his ministry 
having been defeated shortly after the 
f'lf'cti(ln of IH,,)4. 
Then" is a p'3rsistent tradition that 
he iuterestpd himsplf in the ('ol1nt
. 
town matter, whilst he was our reprp.- 
sentative, offf'ring to use his influence 
on behalf of onr vi Uage. That he had 
that end in viE'w is evi(lenced, by his 
laving out 011 the plan of his property 
tlw plot 011 which the ('ountJ. build- 
iugs should afterwards stand. It is 
sai(t also, that his offer was not favor. 
ed. even by our village magnates, on 
the score of the large outlay that 
would be needed to provide suitablE' 
bl1ilding
, a:,; well a:,; the largE' eost for 
:mstaining official!-'. In tlleHe views, 
the rt1ll!otp (,oIUInunities, espeC'iaUy ill 


t.he north, shared so largely tllat 
nothing was done at that time, Such 
is the trarlition, but how much truth 
is in it is rlifficult to ascertain. This 
can be said, however, that if Hincks 
made such an offer aUlI tllE'r
 was 
hesitation in aceE'pting it, those in 
Renfrew who J1E'si tatp.d had su fficient 
C'l\use for bittpr regret beforE' many 
years passed. 
Hincks' rE't.irement Ile('f'''sitatp.ll a 
byeof'le('tion, at which John Supple. of 
ppmbroke. won in a threE'-C'ornered 
C'onte!'t part.icipater. in b
' ,J. L Mc- 
Dougall and (the afterwards Hon.) 
Alf>x. Morri
, PolitiC's had IiUlp to 
.10 with this rf'sult. PE'mbrf1ke I\n(1 
t.hf' upper townships w...re from that 
time arrayed against RenfrE'w and its 
arljoining town<;hips-thf' first move 
beiI,g thell marle in the prolongf'd con- 
tf>!"t het wpen these ri val viI h-1ges for 
rllA pos
essiou of tlw county town. 
Rf>nfrf'w. a
 WA shall SOP, was hand- 
ieapped froiìt the hE'ginuin
 by the 
fact that othf'r places ill t.e south 
were sE'pking the same prize. At this 
election, whatever mixture of politics 
there was in the sit.uation militated 
againjõ;t Rpnfrew, as Mr McDougall 
was a Reformer, which fact. turne!I 
part. of tl1E' southern votE' to Mr Mor- 
ris, who. was a Conservative. 
At the general election of 1867, 1\:11' 
:\f'JÐougall won in a straight. contE'st 
with Mr Supple. It appears, how- 
ever. that there were grãve irregular- 
itiejõ; whiC'h ma(le it almost certain 
that, in the event of a protest to bp 
tried b:y inimical committee of the 
Assembly, he wouM. be unseated and 
mulcted in large co
ts, though he had 
no personal connection with the iI'- 
regulariti'3s. Anticil,ating this result. 
11f> resigned at once. whereupon tile 
Hon. Mr Cayley, a memlwr of tJIA 
Cabinet, who ha(I fai le(l to secure a 
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seat at t,he general election, contestt'11 
t I.e b.vé-election in Renfrew, defeat- 
in
 Mr R. R Smith, a Bromley farm- 
er of some influence in municipal 
affairs and interestE'd in securing the 
locaton of the county town at Doug- 
las. There was much commotion and 
ill-feeling engendered b)' Mr Mc- 
Dougall'" rf':,;ignation and, for the 
timE' being, tilt' forces fav'Jrable to 
Renfrew village wpre rent by such 
dissensions as lell to almost loss of 
hopB of securing t.he prize which had 
seemed measureably within rpach at 
an earlier period. Hon. Mr Ca:yley 
sat for Renfrew until the dissolution 
of 18liJ. t:3eing a Consen'ath'e aIllI 
owing more to the northp,rn part ot 


thE' county than he did to the town- 
ships that took their lead from Ren. 
frew he was quite naturally incliner} 
to favor Pembroke. where politics and 
lop-a I differences were all subordinated 
to the 
ommuu weal. Thus, when 
the location of We count." town was 
referren to the G.:n'ernment of which 
he was a member, he no rloubt ga,'e 
ear to tlw astute and unitod lobb)'ists 
froUl Pembroke, so securing the de- 
cision in their favor. What other 
course could lJ:tve been expectel} of 
the politician? Who can blame t,he 
men who couln sink differences and 
put up their fight together for their 
own town, 
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COUNTY AFFAIRS AND COUNTY PROBLEMS 


Before 1850, the ('ounty of RpllfJ"E'w 
hall been the lea!"t f'ollsiderable unit 
in the old Bathurst distriet, thp 
whole of UIJper Cauada, aUlI perhaps 
Lower Canc\da as wf>11, being iu 
earlier days par('elled out into terri. 
tOrIal .-Jistricts iuclucìillg several COUI1- 
tips. Each district had its ehief town. 
where were the Court house, the 
Gaol, anet tlw Registry office; wherp, 
a.lso, the district officials had t.heir 
headqu"lrters and where thprfl was 
genf'rally a Grammar schoell, whic.h 
was specially suhsidizerl. 
The chief town of the Bathurst dis- 
trict was Perth. which in earlier 
eht,ys was a much more important 
plaee than By town (Ottawa). Thp 
Baldwi n-Lafolltaine admi n istration 
hall passE'cl an Act, late in the 
"forties," discomilluing the District 
arrallgemPllt. for which counties or 
unions of conllties were suLstituter1, 
this new arrangemellt coming intI) 
forcf1 from the bf'g inning of 1850. 
Lanark anel Renfrew WE're thus orgall- 
ized as united countips, with Perth as 
the COUllty seat alill by far the most 
impprtant town in the jurisdictioll, in 
fact the only town, for llone of its 
prespnt rivals harl thell reached evell 
the dignity of an illl'Orporated village. 
It i
 of interest to note that at the 
outFet, tlw township of Pak911ham 
was part of the COUllty of Renfrpw, 
whilst Blythfiehl, which had been in 
Lanark up to the laFt meeting of the 
District Council had been then de- 
tached and united with Ba 'ot for 
municipal purposE's; Bagot having 
previously been united with McNab. 
The minutes of tlw first meetings 
of the County Council at Perth, in 
.lånuary 1850, record the following af- 
the municipahties whose Reeves 
were representatives from th
 COUllty 
of Renfrew, viz :-Pakeuham, Wm, 



!cAllam; :\II.'Kah. James 
lorris. jr. ; 
Bagot all'] Bb.thfi('ld, G('rrard Mc- 
Crea; -::.rf)rtoll aud Ro
s. JoÌlu But'. 
well; Arlma
tou :m.l BrOllllf'Y. Elia
 
:\1:001'1" ; Wt'stml'ath. 
tafford alilì 
PembrokE'. Alexander Moffatt, In 
the COUllty of LaLJark t,here wprp ninp 
orgauizf'll mUllieipalitie
, of which 
the township of Drummolld was re- 
presente/I by a Reeve and Deputy 
Rp,evp. Perth was a t
Jwn, -;eparate 
from the counties :uHI Wit, represellterI 
ill the Count ips' Council, thouc,h it 
was the Coullt
' !'eat. The first warden 
was Robert Bell. of Carletoll Plac p . 
hA Reeve (If Bf'I'kwith, wllo wast 
afterwards for mallY years thp llwruber 
for Korth L:lllark. W, R. BerfOI'd, of 
PE'rth, Wcl.o; elpcted a
 Clerk: Thos. M, 
R,tvcnhurst of Perth as Treasurer, aUlI 
:\falcnlm :\!cPhersl)ll, as Surveyor of 
Roads. 
At, the initial meeting of tile COUll- 
ties' Couucil. James l.\Iorris introduc- 
ell and carried through a Memorial to 
th.e Go,-ernot'.ill.Counei I, "prayillg 
that a Grammar 
chof)l shall be es- 
tabli
he(I in tilp. Villagp. of Renfrew." 
It is recorlled, also, that by the June 
meoting. the prayer of the memorial 
had been granted. There were diffi- 
culties to be m-ercomp, p.specially with 
regard to the accommodatiou first 
providerl, against which the InspectlJr 
protested vigorously, but from these 
begilmings the first secondar
' school 
in the County has alwa:ys maintained 
its positioll, beillg now the Collegiate 
Institute fJf whkh we are so justly 
proud. The other educational matters 
of this period havillg been already re- 
oorded by the predous narrator, need 
llot be furthf'r referred to heré. 
At, the June meeting, a memorial 
was prepared and forwarded praying 
for the establishment of a Crown 
I,ands' Office in the Villagf' of Ren- 
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fre\"\"', which was also granteò, Wm, 
Harris being in 
1ue time appoilltpd 
agent, The only other matter that 
nearly concerned our Village in that 
year was the dissolving of the union 
of the Townships of Horton an,1 Ross 
whieh was provided for at the October 
meeting, so that from the beginning 
of ]857 each Township becamE' a 
o;pparate municipality. 
The initial meeting of the Counties 
Council n 18:5] brought further re- 
cogn i tion t,o our Village, as it was 
detprmined to instit.ute a Board of 
Public Instruction for the County, 
with headquarters in Renfrew. Of 
tI'.is Boar!] the late Geo Ross was 
secretary for a numbt'r of years, with 
Rev. Geo, Thomson as Chairman. 
At the June meeting of that year, a 
memorial was prApare(1 and f'Jrwarr1""!Ì 


to the Govermneut, "concerning the 
bnilrling of a roa(l from the Ottawa 
river. through till" Township of Hor- 
ton alill Renfrpw Vi llag(' , 'tlìeÏ1 west- 
wartl to the big Opf'ongo Lake. and 
by connections be
'ond, opening a 
route to t.he Georgian Bay," This 
road was carried fHr to the west of us 
during this periml, though it never 
became a lan\1 route to Gporgian Bay. 
Our Village profiterl much b.Y' the 
opening of this Openngo road. as it 
was a main route for the forwarding 
of lumbermen's supplies as well as 
tile open. HUrl for long. the only way 
by which sf'tt
m's coulo do their 
trading an<1 make purehasAs for 
up- 
ply of home needs, all which inured 
to the a(h antage of our Jnerchauts 
au(1 tnuìers, 
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SEPARATION OF THE COUNTIES AGITATED. 


. 


At that Jnn9 session. also, we fiud 
t.he first mention made of the division 
of the United counties as James 
.\lorris introducerl "a memoria.l to the 
(j(l\" rllor-in-Council praying for tIle 
pstilhllshment of a provisional council 
for rhe County of Renfrew" The 
Act ant>nt the :-,.'paratioJ1 of Uountip
 
"8 we are to under
talHl made pro- 
vi
ion that t.he GtJvernment should 
d('('ide on thA a:lvi
abilit.v of sueh 
Divi!"ious, 
Thf>u if sati,.;fied they issued a pro- 
elamation, appnintin1l that on a f'('r- 
tain Ilate a Provisional Council COIl- 
s;
ting cf the Reevf>s of t.he '-ari0\18 
lesser municir.alitie
 should bf> conven- 
el] at a stato!] place in the COl1Ut.'" t.o 
be separate I]. Tlwse woulJ continUf'\ 
members, ho\Ve'"er. of the Unitpd 
Counties CouUl'il a
 well as of the Pro- 
visional Oounrdl until County build 
ing... alll] other aeces..,ories should bE' 
pnjvi(led. whereupon by another Prn. 
clamation the separation wou lrl ue 
fillalìy consummated. At this time 
the Lanark uH'mbers of the C(\unti('
 
OOUllf'il whpre not in sympathy with 
;\Ir Mmris' move for separation, nor 
does it appear that th('re was unani- 
mity among the Renfrf>w IllAmbers 
who Wf'rf> probably (If'terrell by eon- 
-:itlerations of the expf'nse. The relô:ult 
was that :\1r :\1'J1'ris withdrew the 
lUt'lllorial (,n tlH
 ground that ., Ro 
IIMBY ot the Renfrew J:{E:evf'S wpre 
ah
eut, " 
An appreciable sljep in the direetinn 
of ,.;eparation \\a
 taken in 1834, when 
the Oounty uf Renfrew \Va..; aCf'orr]f'd 
a Registr,\" Offic(' by the Go"erumf'nt 
wh ilst Hin('ks was still in powpr. 
.ram
,; :\IoIris being apTy)iutpr] Re'gis- 
trar. with his officp near Rellfr'3w, a 
,tep which \Vas on the whole' favor- 
abl!' to Renfrew aspirations. though 
the f'rf'f'tion of a huilll:ng in the vil. 


lage, which was probably what was 
in view, would have been more de. 
C!SI\'e. Hincks went out of power 
immectiatf'ly after, so there was 
nothing further done. Another step 
followed in 1855, though one wonderfoo 
that it. was not taken at the in8tiga- 
tifln of .J, L. McDougall, then Reeve 
of Horton. 
Mr Gerrard McOrae of Bagot, l1uwed 
to "memorialize the Governor.in- 
Couw'il to sep:trate the COllnty of 
R"Jnfrew for all jndicial purposes." 
TI1Pr-:> WR" no result from t!ll..; lnove, 
how?ver. a.s t.IH h:indination of the 
Lanark t.ilf'lllbt'l',', rl,- tAars of the 
north .l!.:,
 we coynes
 of Renfrew, all 
comhined to Sf't it asil]e, 
Incidentally. the next step
 taken 
wPre in the line of "jockpyin
 for 
posit iOB" OJ) the OounÌ\" Town issue 
b)- PPllIbroko and Renfrew, In 1
3(j, 
Pembroke obtained rC'cognition from 
the Oounties CouneÏÌ as a policA vil- 
lage. which Etatus was ne,er sought 
by Renfrew, But. in 185';, a move- 
Illent was made to secure incorpora- 
tion for Renfrew as a full.fl8dged vil- 
lage and st'parate lllullil'ipalit.y whieh 
mO\'f'mC'ht was 'H1f'cE'ssful, the result 
bAiug that in obf'Clif'nce to the Gov- 
ernor-G('neral's writ, datel] '
7tl1 July 
J858, the first elel
tion of the Yillage 
Ooundl was heltl on August sixteenth 
of that year. Immediately. Pembrokf' 
sought and obtained 8im ilar status. 
wldeh again set these rinds on f'qn
l 
terms. At thi.. stage. JoÌJn Smitl. was 
chJsen '1S our Ree,'"" which at lea.st 
brought a strong man upon the scene 
of conflict. 
In Januar.v 183H. 1\11' R. R. Smith 
movel], seconded by 
lr Paris. "that 
with a view to ase-ertain the feeling 
in favor of sAparati0n, a census of the 
Count)" of Renfrew I'ount.y be taken," 
whif'h was opposf'd by John Smith, 


. 
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Felix Deyine (then of Eagot) and 
Hi.'key (of Wilberforce and Grattan) 
and apparently lost. In June, it was 
arrangert that the Renfrew Reeves 
shoulrl meet to determine, if possible, 
on the necé
sity for separation and 
to settle the qU8stion of tlH' Oounty 


town, with a viE'w to petition tl,e 
Legislature for an Act of separ
tion. 
but W9 haY8 no account at hand of 
the procee(lings of that meeting, lJor 
was any further progrE'
s made in this 
period, 
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EFFORTS TO SECURE RAILWAY COMMUNICATIONS. 


The whole country was concerned 
about Railway m"tters at the. begin- 
ning of this period. the iripa being 
fostered by an IntAr-Pro\'Ìncial Gon, 
ference, in which the projf'ct was 
f1iscussecl of an Intercolunial road. 
The time for that uudertaking harl 
not yet come, but the Hineks aclmin- 
ist
ation soou after took effectivf' 
steps towards the initiation of the 
Grand Trunk system, Accordingly, 
in the October 1851 mepting of the 
Counties Council, the town of Perth 
asked co-operation in making a pre- 
liminary survey of a route betwf\en 
Perth and Kingston, the idea being 
tlm
 the projected Hunk road shouhl 
run from Montreal to King
ton, not 
by the front route afterwards saled. 
ed, but by the central routp to :Perth 
and thence to Kingston. The Coun. 
ties marle a grant ()f $-100 which, 
however, was not used-iikely beeause 
it wa
 learned that it was hopf'l<>ss 
to expect that the Central route 
would be chosen. In 1832, a charter 
was sought for a railway from Prps- 
cott to the Georgian Bay via Perth. 
At the same time a more practical 
step was takpn by petitioning the 
Government to grant a subsidy of $300,- 
000 to the Prescott awl By town Rail- 
way, the further intention being that 
the projecte1 Graml Jet. Railway 
from Montreal to the Ottawa should. 
be induced to head for Kemptville, 
thence to Smith'a Falls, onward 
through tllð counties to the Ottawa 
River at Arnprior and eventually to 
Pembrok",. These were tentative ideas 
which had little hope of fulfilment 
but, in 1853, communications passed 
between the Counties and the Town 
of Brockville aE "to co.operation in 
building a Railway from Brockville 
through Smith's Falls, Carf'lton Place, 
Almonte and Pakenham to the mouth 


of the l\1adawaska and ou by the most 
pra.ctic
ble route to Pembroke;" "with 
a branch from Smith's Falls to 
PeA.'th" being afterwards added. As 
the result of negotiations, the Coun- 
ties rletermined to borrow from the 

lunicipal Loan Fuurl the Rum of 
$800,000 whicÎ1 was to be securerl by 
rlebentures'issued by the Counties- 
the agreement with tht-' Railway 
Oompany being that the principal and 
interest shaull1 be met by the Company 
out of their anticipate'i revenue. 
This agreement had the unanimous 
consent of the Reeve!oi of Renfrew Co. 
anll when submitted to a vote of the 
ratepayers was im
ediately ratified. 
The debentures were issued and placpd 
in the B!\nk of Upper Canada, to be 
drawn as needed for the carrying on 
of the work. Doubt and suspicions 
apparently sonn arose concerning the 
Company'
 ability to execute the con- 
tract, which le.l J. IJ. .McDougall in. 
1834, to secnre a Committee "to ill 
vestigate all acts in connection with 
the Ra.ilway and to publi
h all trans- 
actions in that respect in one of the 
newspa.pers. for allaying of anxiety on 
this matter in the Counties." The 
Committee reported that everything 
was "all right," which was so far 
the caSA tha.t the papers were correct- 
ly drawn. 
It may be meutioned that the 
Counties of Leeds and Greuville held 
back from assisting the Company, but 
Brocknlle town and the adjoining 
township of Elizabethtown came to 
their ail] bv a proportionately large 
loan from the same source as the 
Counties. Thus, in 1854, was set 
agoing the Brockville and Ottawa 
Railway, the ..peedy completion of 
which was assured on paper, and for 
a whil9, our Village had visions of 
the rich advantages which might ac- 
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crue in the course of two or three 
years from such a m9ans of access to 
the outside world. It is hardly neces- 
sary to record the series of delays, 
failure" on the (Jompany's part to pay 
even the int.erest, eventual failure of 
the original Company and it:'! con 
tractors, and cther rlÏsasters which 
followed. Suffice it to say, that 
though the Railway reached Perth 
and Almonte in 1859, it did not touch 
Renfrew till 1873, nor would it have 
come to us even then had not further 
subsidies been provided, but of this 
phase it will be better to write when 


. 


the "seventies" period i
 reached. It. 
may be adrled that, in disappointment 
at the results, Renfrew County mad A 
an effort to be releasert from respons- 
ibility for the debentures issuerl, but 
without success, tnough eventually 
the Ol1tario Government marle arrange. 
ments which relieved this and man)' 
other Oounties of tht:! incubus of the 
accumulate(1 arrears of principal and 
interest due the Munieipal Loan Funrl 
on equitable and somewhat ('asy terms, 
but at the loss of thAir int.erest in 
"The Olergy Reserves Fund. " 
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OTHER COUNTIES' COUNCIL DATA. 


The matter of Renfrew County 
Roaas and bridges continned to be 
discussAd throughout the period. 
Be
ides the Opeongo roan which has 
been already mentioned, Mr Faichney 
s"eured in 1853 the passing of a 
Memorial t.o the Goveruor-in,CoullciJ, 
"as to aid for R road by the !South 

ide of the BonnAcher
 to Egoanvi lle, " 
which roa'(l was afterwar(ls extend Ad 
and became a highway {or carrying 
supplies to the upper reaches of the 
Bonnecher2, thus greatly benefitting 
our Village. In other (lireo::tions, 
also, snch as improving r.he main 
rm..ds to Pf\kpnham and opAning the 
Bellamy road from White Lake into 
the County of Lanark, helpful progrf>ss 
wa:,; made. One won\lers, howeví'r, to 
find that a very necessary adjunct to 
these roads was not favourably entAr- 
tained, as help wa:o; denien to the 
building of a safe and suitable bridge 
over the Marlawaska at Burnstown. 
In 1853, extensive forest fires ra2'ed 
from Horton to Westmeath, rlestroying 
many houses, barns anri. hridges in 
their course, Governm
nt was appeal- 
ed t.o fnr a'ìsistauce for the sufferers 
amI for help in brillge building. The 
Counties Council. not seeming to real- 
iz'3 the exteut of thp (lisastAr. woulll 
grant uo m(Jre than $800, though 
Reeyes Fai, dl1lt'y McCrea anrl otlH'\rs 
pleaden strenuou!'ly for I-\t lea..t double 
that amnunli. The suffering coutinned 
long, in Westmeath especially, whIch 
was then in the early stages of settle- 
ment. 
In 1835 Mr J. L. McDougall. then 
eeve, was appointed bv the Ceuu- 
ties' Couueil, c\<: ChairnUll of a Gnn- 
mittee. CO-Opf>fRtillg wi' h the Pro- 
vi '1ci al COlli m i ttee, hea.den by Hon, 
,Jas. Skead. in promoting a "Patriotic 
J!'uu(l" in c<Junpction with the Crim- 
ean War. When at the end of the 


year, the war was gloriously conclud- 
ell there were civic nemonstration
 
which in their way were quite as en- 
thusiastic as those which marked the 
C'ompletion of the Boer war. In both 
of these mattfl'S our village partici- 
pater! ::tond set up memorial of their 
lively !nterest in thé war by renam. 
ing some of our streets. 
In the same year, a memorial was 
forwarded to both branches of the 
L9gislature "denouncing the liquc>r 
traffic and praying for a prohibitory 
liquor Act," which shows that the 
d
f'p interest then taken in temper- 
an('e in our village was part of a 
widesprø.ad moyement. 
We may eyen think that our coun- 
ties were iu thp van, for, in ] 85{j. nur 
trif'LHl. R. R. Smith. of Bromlt
y. pro- 
1':)
e,1 in the counci 1 that a plebiscite 
for thA counties shoulrl he or(lere(l to 
be taken by the flssessors. an arlvancetl 
i(lea whieh was. however, defe
-t.tefl by 
a vote of 18 t ,]6. In 1856, also, a rp- 

olution favoring the Ottawa Ship 
Canal project was pas"Ìe(l, \\"'hil.,t in 
thA foUowing year a re.,olution Ihwlar- 
ed it to be "a(lvisabIA that the HUll 
son's Bay territory shoul(l be iueor- 
poraterl with Cana(la." It may be 
noted that the Cou!lt,ies Council uat 
only favorell tWOIlOmy an(1 retrench- 
ment iu their own fiel(l of aetion, but 
und9rtook by solemn resolutions to 
rl>bukf> the Government for their ex- 
travagance, though their zeal in that 
regard dof'S uot S(Jelll to hM VA pro- 
duce(l results, no answer being rec!)r,l. 
ed. 
It is interesting, as showing the 
progn''''s of the country. to compare 
tlw revisAIl asseSSlll('nts of )85
 a 1)(1 
1860. the lv.ttpr being t.he speond year 
after the villages wme incorporatf'\l, 
the former being' the year after COIl- 
siderable chang,::s haft been made in 


. 
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thf' grouping of the townships and the 
detaching of Pakenham from Renfrew 
County, as al:'òo the time wllPn it is re- 
('ortlsl1 that, "as it has bef'n ato;l'flrtaÍu- 
I'd that tlwre were at If>ast ,0 settlers 
in tho unsluYPYf>I1 law!., west of Grat- 
tan, WilberrnrcH and Pembroke, there- 
fpre the Council requests the Govern- 
ment to institutA " survey ill that 
region. ., 


.\ssess 
1 $> :3 


ppmbroko tp. in- 
dUlling $ 
Pemlnoke village $ 
}H,OOO 
:-:tafford ;!(i,500 
Bagot, BIv
htie)rl 
a:.Hl Brough m -1:0,000 


Assess. 
ISliO 


;7,-I:r.0 
76,212 
36,084 


(i8. 8
0 


Ross $.35,000 
Horton inclu(ling 13:3,200 
Reufr"\\" viUage 
We"!tmC'ath 
Bromlf'Y 
A,lmaf;toJ) 
'leNab, (iw'l. 
prior) 
\V i I berfnrcp 
Atief' & Fraser 
PPI.aWf\w:l, &c. 
Gratt:an & Algon<t see note 

('hastaIJol & Griffith 
B rUdpllf' n, &c. 


12
,500 
-1:0,000 
34,000 
.\rn. 
13-1:,000 
SPð notA 


$123.836 
12:3,076 
105,7-1:8 
181,0
0 
83,020 
!)0,812 


25ß,WO 
77, 192 
38,524 
35, 584 
93, 340 
31.81H 
!i3,688 


$ß92 , 700 $1.553,392 
Wi lIH'rforce and Grattan, though 
mganized in 1852, had not yet returned 
their roll in June. Likely Alice and 
Fraser were still unit.erl \vith Staffrm1 
as om. municipality in 185
, 
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TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL MATTERS. 


UntiJ 18.10. the vH.rious townships 
appear to have orrlereèl their affairs, 
largely, at an anuual rneAting of rate- 
payerA oonvenen by warrant of two 
.Justices of thA Peace, at whi('h meet. 
ing' threB ('ommisRioner" Wf--fA appoint- 
A(} to oversee the ('arryiug' out of 
matter
 orrlere(l to be attendell to 
throughout the year, Thf'l Clerk. 
TrAaï:lurer. A Rsessnr. Col1e('tor anrl 
other minor officialR were all appoint. 
ed at t.he sarnA mf\et.ing, TIlt1s. in 
1849. t.he Annual Meetiug of the Town- 
ship of Horton. iu('ll1rling t.he villagA 
of RAnfrAw. appoiuterl as o()!l1mis!';iou- 
ers. .J()hn M('Nah, who aotprl as ('hHir- 
man. .Tohn Burwell anrl Tho!o1, O'NAil: 
Olerk an r 1. as it: appflflrfl. TrflflRtlrflr. 
.Tas, .10hn!';ton: AssAssor. .lo!ôopph 
Knight: ("olleptor 'Vm, Hurton. !"J' 
St.reet. Rurvevor for RpnfrAw. Wm, 
Faichnflv. ThA husinfl<:;:: RS fHr as 
RAnfrAw was oonf'flruprl oonsÏ!o:tAn in 
iUfltrtwt.ing Mr "FRiohne:v to makf' 
UAoAssRry rflnAir!'! to the Rmith's ("rflflk 
hri(lgA "at. thA least possihlA AxpensA." 
the expAnses to he nrovirlArl for from 
thA Stat:utA lnhou I' lOon iAS pomi ng 
from thA Vi11RgA. with leave, hnwevf\r. 
to expe::Jrl pRrt. of thf\ 'IRmA on t.hA vil- 
lage rORoFl. Thf-l 'T'rml.!Hlrflr'
 n('oonnt.A 
for t.hA VAAl' flurling .Jt1l1f1 1849 ",how 
rf\cf\ipts. $28 Oø: Exn

u,iit:nrA. 122 98: 
BAlflnpe, 8 pts. with nn ontAtRI1I1ing 
ordAr of 12 finA to thA C1IArk. 
ThA 1\fnnipinRI A('t, whi('h prflRtf\rl 
íJonl1t:iA
 and OonntiflR' Connoi1!!. alAo 
provir1Arl for the in('orporation of 
Towuship
. or Uniterl Town
hip!!. as 
..uhsiriiarv mnninipatities, with Oonn. 
pils RS at presAnt:. AXOApt: thRt RA
VAA 
werA at. flrAt ohOSAn hy the Onun('illorA 
thAmsAlvAR, thA appointment of offi- 
cialA hein
 atRo VARt:flrl in t.hA ("oun. 
oils. Unrler rhi51 J]AW Ant. the town 
"!hips of Ross Rnrl Hort.on. in('lurling 
Rf'nfrAW, were uniteit HR !\ munipipal- 


ity. the first election fUI' which "as 
heIr! by E. Billings. Returning' Offi. 
cer. on January 7. 181)0. Niue cunni. 
,latf\s Wf'rA nominaterl, of whom it i
 
re('or(I
I} "tlHlt they cam9 forward in 
a gentlpmanly mRnnAr aur1 .1Alh'ere.} 
IIlO.:;t eloqueut. s f\l1ohe
, which was a 
('aU'I8 of trinrnph to all thf\ eler.toT'I 
present.'" Thl1 voti ug pro('E\e,lArl i In. 
me(liately. Tl1sult:ing ill the ele('tinu 
of Ror1eri('k RO!':R. John Bt1rwpll. Ell. 
waTrl Parrl1ll. John l\ff'Nab nnll ,J, L. 
Mf'Dollgall Thl1sP met 011 Jnuna.ry 
2Jf':t. ('hn!'11 .John Burwell Ai! Rf'P\'e. 
elef'ted .Ja
. Johnston, C'I'ATk: Wm 
Blfli r. As!'eS!'OT for Ro!':!': Jospph 
Knight. Assps
or for Hort:on: Wm 
Burton. sr nollf\('tor: Hf'nr
' A irth, 

r . TrAa-:urer: .J. S. Harppr. P T.J S, 
Anr1 .Tohn '!\ff'NanQ'h, tOJ1 P L.S., 

urH':,'or!-l: with E Bil1iuu
 a
 
up- 
flrintAnr1ent of S('hools. 
It may IH'rp hI'> nremi!,;f'rl that it iR 
not prnpo'lfl(l to reporr1 townflhip trans- 
RPtion<;J. nnlf\fI<: thRY rAfer to tlw villa
11 
or to mnttf'r
 whif'h wprf' vit:nl to its 
wplf'\,re !InrI progrA

. !'t1f'h as thA 
opAnina or improving of main roulh: 
whi('h pqnVRrgp R.t RAnfrAw. or tendAr! 
t
 tnrn traffio in it.s r1irAction, It will 
hA rARitilv nnrlprf:ltooil that 1..t thA first 
mAAtings of Oonn('il thA,v w0111,} bf1 
hanJl)f\rAd hy thA uttAr laok of f\11ln;;;; 
t.o pXPflnrl on (lf1
irR.hle improvAml1utA, 
Thf-l morlArn mpthonR of flnRnping in 
Rt1ph R pORition wouM not have hAAU 

ArioUF;ly Al1tprtRin"'II h" thoAP epono. 
mipi\l Q'Aut1Ameu who fonnrl themsel\'l1s 
with nn empty t.rea
ury ThAV mnrle 
shift. for t.I1A timA being. by pasl;linJl a 
Rtatnh1 IRhor Aot which prm'irlAtl. 
RI
o. r.hAt R ('ertain ('ush pq.ymeut 
mi
ht be mariA in liAU of a Ila,v's 
work, Vflry nareful1y waR thA St.Rtutf\ 
tahor lai,l out. for t.hA firqt. yf'ar, in 
ordAr that Aome v{jry nece!=lAary 1m. 
T)rOYAtnAnt!ôi mighr. go on, Thf1 whnlA 
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of the village labor (or cag!J eQuiva- 
lent) was alloted for village purposes 
this year, a part of it being í'pPcÏfI.Ily 
deshmated to improve the road to 
Admaston between Carsw('Il'8 HiU 
and the British Hotel. It may as 
well be saill here that, in following 
yparR a similar disposition was usually 
made of the village statnte labor, 
special portions being desi!Znatl'II 
to some of the roads lead ing into the 
townships. The bridge over "Smith's 
Creek" being ,leelarell to lip "unsafe 
and dIsgraceful," it was determinp(\ 
to have plans preparerl by 1\1:1' Harper, 
tenders naIled for and buil,.Iillg to 
proceerl at once. The qupstiol1 of 
financing this undertaking, though it 
was to be gone into "with the least 
possible expense." occa"ionf'lllength.v 
consideratioll hut, was at lellgth solvell 
by approprï'atiug "thp gross taxp.>; of 
the village for this yoar and such 
part of next year as may be founrl 
necessary. plus the r.eceipts from 
Tavern licen,,
s." for this pnrp()
e. 
There was some timourousness abont 
going even so far into debt, however, 
which lpd to dAlay in entering into 
the contract, which was awardoll to 
1\1r :Faichney. Thus, the w0rk was 
not begun till 18.31, when, on its fJom- 
plption, the funds were ill hand to 
pay the contractor. A road was con 
stituted, connecting with the . 'mill 
roart," and extending from John 
McNab's corner on the 3t.h line to 
Castleforrl (afterwards callpd the 
Thomson Roc\d,") which was ordered 
to be opem
d during the following 
year, being financed by the appropria- 
tion of two years' statute labor of per, 
sons living on said road, together 
with the amount received from E. 
Burke, of Bonnechere Point., for his 
Tavern license. A road from Renfrew 
by way of tllP "Pinnacle," through 
the "Garùen of Ellen." to Cobden 
was proposer!, but eventuall
 was 
po
tponed, which delayed its bnihling 
for a long time, as at the enrl of the 
year Ross township for whose benefit 
it had hepn projectprl was S P IYlratf"l. 


Horton becoming a distinct munici- 
pality iu 1851. 
The tax rate for the yea.r for Couu- 
ty, school an
1 all municipal purposes 
was struck at 114 cts, OU thf' dollar. 
;::;eparate accouut
 had bef'n ke}Jt for 
the Uuiten Townshipi'. thosp. from 
HOlton showing recpiptí', :$33D.1O; Ex- 
penditure, $Hì7.!?7;2; Balance 
171.- 
12 1 ;, "hich must h:.n'f' been peculiarly 
gratifying to 1\11' :\If'Dougall, who had 
zealou
l-,' "rought on the sidf' of 
economy throughout, the Yf'ar, It alsf. 
nmlle the huilding of the Smith'H 
Creek bridge morf' certainly possiblfJ 
for thA next year, a11l1 gave a balanc9 
to begin witI.. Ev?ry far
hiug told 
in thosp nays, 
For 18.31. thf' Council was 
0.omposed of ROIlerid.: Ross (chosen 
Rpeve), J, L McDougall. John 
Burwell, Elliot Johnstou awl Wm. 
Richar..ls. Undpr a npw Act. WIll. 
Bnrton, sr., Petpr McIntyre ar.n 
John Smit.h were el(-'cted also as In- 
sppctors of Houses nf Puhlic Entpr- 
tainllJellt. ThA priunlp
l officials were 
rf'appointe(l; hut Hpl.lrY A irth, HI'" 
h:wing rp
igne
i, John :\fcNab WRH 
selecte,l latpI a-; Trea
ur9r, The work 
laid out in the forn1Pr year went on, 
the only a(hlition being t.he f'xpendi. 
ture of 30 shillings pins statl1te labor 
011 t.he straightening of tile roa(l from 
R, Leitf'h '8 to thp Ottawa, and statut.f' 
labor expe'nllpd on the road to J. 
Gihbons' farm. With the arl\'Í("C of 
tho ImjJ)petor. a by. law regulating 
Houses of Entertainment was nasspd. 
permitring thr
e Tan'rus to be !if'f'lJsell 
iu the village an,l four ill the l'('sf; of 
t.he township, besilh's li('en!'es for thp 
sale of ale. WillP and f'iller; :;ptt.ing 
$
O as the fee in the \"illage. ovpr what 
wput to Govf'rnmPJlt, awl $'20 ill the 
township. covl,'riug the Goyprnmeut 
dues, whilst for tho minol' licell
I'R 
$12 was the feo. .No grol'erips might 
be Holll in the same' hou
o and all bars 
must be closed from 10 p.m. to [j a,lll, 
week (laVfI amI all (l&)" on SnwlaYR. 
Accommodation for travellers awl 
stabliIJg wore' rPfluir('(l amI frpfluput 
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i nspection provi(1.
à fot'. Towards the 
end of the year the Inspectors reported 
that Tavern keepers frequently sold 
after hours, on Sundays, also to in- 
toxicated persons (which was strictly 
forbidflen) and that "some ,young men 
in this place are going completely to 
ruin ;,. which lerl' tne Oouncil to ad. 
vise the Insppctors to do their duty 
better, so putting an end to these 
evil:;. The appointment by Govern- 
ment of an "Inspe('tor of beef and 
Dork" was :,mcured, 3S also a grant 
for carrying mail weekly bptween 
Renfrew and BOnl1Pchere Point. The 
general tax rate was 1; cent on the 
dollar this year, with a special rate of 
3 3 4 mills for awl on School Section 
No.2. 
In 1852, J. L. McDougall (chosen 
Reeve,) Thos. Knight, jr.. WIll. 
Jamiesou, E. Farrell and T. Oostello 
were eleeterl Oouncillors I\n,1 Wm. 
Dickson, John Ohurchill and fIenry 
A irth, sr., Inspector of licensed 
Honses. Offieials were, R. R. Wilson, 
Clprk; Jas. l\I(
Laren Àssp:"sor; W. 
Burton, sr., Oollpctor; H. Airth, sr., 
Trpasurer. 
It was determinell to increase the 
number of tavern licenses to be issupd 
for the village to "four or as many 
as Illay be rlPAmpd npcessary." A Iso 
to straighten the Allmaston roarl, 
wllÎ(
h was 1i,tlrlPfl to tlH' bpat of thA 
village pat,hmaster. Grants werA 
made for plastering and eompletil1g 
the Grammar School nousf' ($ìO) and 
for equipnlfmt of the same ($Hi.) 
Further expel1llitures were mariA on the 
Burwell'8 Orepk hrirlge and the roarl 
to the Ottawa River on tho north 
sillf'. An fI.ppropriation of 

-lO wa.i 
made for rebuild in/.! the Flat Rapids 
bridge, which hall bf'en swept away. 
The tax rate was agaiu 1 2 cent, on the 
rlollar for all purposps. ' 
III 18;)3, W. N. Faichnf'Y (Repve) 
. DUBcan MeIutyre, W. Richanls. R. 
Eady aUfI Thomas O'Nf'il wpre 
lert- 
ed OouncillorR, with Philip Thomson, 
WIn. Grovp=, and Robert: 1\fcOr:tA, lu- 
spectorR .Tas. Johu
tnn was ap- 


pointed Clerk; W, Burton, sr., 001. 
lectnr; John McNab, Treasurer. AIM, 
during the year John l\IcNab was 
appointed Surveyor, and George Ross, 
issner of Tavern licenses. It would 
appear that certain grants made to 
Renfrew school
 and other acts of the 
former Oouneil had raised some feel- 
ing, as legal advIce was taken on the 

mbject. A by-law dividing the 
township into wards passed, bnt was 
not acted on at next or any election. 
Part nf the 

ppropriation t:o the Flat 
Rapirls bri!lge was rpscin,
ed. Large 
grants were made to roads in the out- 
lying parts of thA township, but a 
npw road from Reufrew to the East 
was not entertained. A township lib- 
rary was insliit,_:ted with a grant of $50. 
As thA resnlt of all this liberality, 
which seems to have been wise Oil the 
whole. the tax rate was % cents 011 the 
dollar. The only other noteworthy do- 
ing was the increase of licenses for 
Taverns in the village to $:30, which, 
however, included Government dues. 
In 1834. J. L. McDougall. Reeve, 
WI1l, Watt, R, E:1lly, T. O'Neil and 
D. McIntyre were elected Oouncil, 
Ion;, with John Burns, 'rhos. Knight, 
sr., and Philip Thomson, as Insl1('ctors. 
_\II the principal officials were reMap, 
pointefl. Mr O'Neil sooo after rlied, 
when Ell. Farrel was elected to fill 
the vacancy. A .new roarl angling 
from the BOllnechere Bridge, through 
the Hinp.ks spctioll (to replace an 010 
r 
rnad), was cOllstitutell, the opening of 
the same to be dAfraYAII from Hincks' 
taxes; also $10 to be expendell on re- 
pairing the brirlge over Smith's 
Crppk, besides which the statute labour 
of the village was grantell for usp on 
the streets and thA roads lpading into 
thA vil
agp. The tax rate wa'3 lev i er1 
at 1 2 I
ent on the dollar, John Ran. 
kin, merchant, Renfrew, wa;;; licensed 
as au 
lUctioneer. paving $']0 for saml' 
for one year; apparently the firl't so 
licenserl in the township. School sec- 
tion No ;) was formed by llividing 
No.2. 
In IS5:), the councillors etectell were 
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J. L. McDougall (Reeve) Ed. Farrell, 
W. Watt, R. Eady and H. Airtll, sr; 
the Inspectors el('cterl were, Dun. 
Fergu'3on, Thos. Knight, sr., al\
l T. 
Clark. The principal officials we.e 
re-appointed. Au assessment of}l4 
mills on the dol1
r was proposed, 
specially on behalf of wirlows al1d 
orphans of sol(Uers who fell in the 
Crilllean war, to be gì\"en l:hrough the 
"Patriotic Fund," but, on submitting 
t,h(' same to a public ffif'e::ing of the 
fatetpa)'ers, it was not ennon
e(l for 
thf' reason that "the Fund had bf'f'n 
so largely ,mpported in other ways 
that taxation is unnecf'ssary." 
-!oo 
were appropriated to improving the 
road from Renfrew tn Farrell's land- 
ing ann arrangement'3 malls to opf'n a 
subsirliary road in the (lirection of 
BonneC'here Point. More attpntiou 
wa!': also gi,'en to the nuious roads 
leading into the yilla
e, in fact the 
a
t.ivity in t.he ",BIage in consequence 
of the opening of the Hincks Séction, 
tile bnildin
 C)f tllP mills and, 1ll0!'t 
of all, the intere
t taken in these 
matters by Wm. Watt openen a new 
era as far as roans were conC'prned, 
an era. in whkh large balances on 
haw1 were lìOt so mueh thQught of as 
the comfort and 
ollyenience 
f the 
community. Furt1wr, not ()nly ",er(' 
grants carried awl by.laws passed but 
also spee,ly action was taken to ('arr)' 
on the work. A('conlingly tI.e tax- 
rate was f$},i!':ed to 
4 cent on the ,101- 
lar for all purposes, which was in 
part accounte,l f('r by the railway 
rate, which th('n appeared for the 
first time. The improverl roar1 to the 
Ottawa being completell. several sec- 
tion" of the old Seele:y, Opt3ungo awl 
Johnston roarls were dosed. 
In 185() the conncillors weTf
 Will, 
Watt (Reeve) Edward Farrell, R. 
Eady, jr., T. Knight, sr., awl D. 
McIntyre; the In
pef1tors Ldng Thos, 
Knight., R. Eady, sr., and Phil. 
Thompson; with the s'\me officials 
Action was ordere,} as to a lock-np 
ann. conrt room in tlw villago which 
action was taken by requesting assist- 
ance from the Counties' Council, who 


refused, thus delaying the n
atter. 
The 1('I\\"er part of w hat was the 
Orange hall was leased for three years 
as a Town Hall and Court Room. The 
rearranging of 81]hool S8ctious was 
determined on, which resulted in 
eight sections and union sef'tions 
being formed, hut th
 by-law was 
deferred till next year. The Flat 
Rapids' bridge which, 1Ia(1 bop]] pro- 
viderì for by an appropriation in 1833 
had, as it seems, not been built, but 
this year $400, with :;:;120 a'hied later, 
were grant
d and the work done by J. 
B. Gibbons. Other considerabl8 grants 
for roads and bridgf's were made, 
among which $20 for the Smith's 
Crep,k bridgf' rel)ë.ir!'.. $80 on the 2nd 
line from Mayllew's southwfI,rd, with 
$-10. in addition t.o :S100 already spent, 
or a bridge a 1)(1 approaches on thp 
'"mill f1reek." Rate strul'K at 1 2 cent 
on the dolhu. III 1837, the Conncil- 
lors were Wm, ;Vatt, (Ree,'e.) ThoI'. 
Knight, sr., R. Early, jr., J. L. ::'1c- 
DongaU and John Crawford; Inspect- 
ors, J. Kl1ight, sr., Jas. Roberts. \Vm, 
DicKson; Same prinf'ipal officials. 
The sf'hool section by-law as passed, 
assigned to Henfrew No.1, Lots 1-15 
in the 1st and 21111 concessions; the 
lots from Knight's 
ide road to the 
Bonnechere in the :
rrl and from 
Lot 5 to the BonuecJwre in the 4th 
con, A. censns was ordered to be 
taken by the assessor, IJrobably with 
a view to the application for incor- 
poration of the village. A sum of 
$800 was set asidp. the annual imerf'st 
cf which, for five Jears, was ordered 
to be applied for the purcha.se of 
books. map:;, &c, for th e common 
schools of the township. It was also 
rAsolved to memorialize the Govern- 
or-in-Council to 
rant a sum of 
monGY for buildin.g n grammar school 
in the villape of Renfrew. 
Aftf'r a several days' tour of road 
inspection, 1\11' Watt's commit
ee on 
roarls reported against spending more 
on the Castleforn road (a.ftC'Twards 
known as the Thomson road, but re- 
commelJd
d $
RO to be :-:pent from Johl1 
:McNab's side line by the 3th line, 
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down t he MeN ab town line, and on 
th
 Ðth line to Castleford; also 
-!80 
on roads N. of the Bonnechere aurl 
$100 on the 2ud line from Renfrew to 
tlH' McNab town li!w, which with 
further smaller sums afterwar!ls grant- 
erl m3de an expel1lliture of near $l,:!OO 
from to'vnslnp funrls; another ex- 
ample of "!\ir Watt's influence amI his 
hr01'ld mindell polic.". Tho Councll 
aftf'1"wanls determined. also, to spend 
$-100 on tlIP Castleford or Thom- 
sou rmul, and further agrc'erl that if 
R')ss, \Vestmeath, Pembroke aUlI 
Bromle;v townships should co-ore rate, 
the township of Horton shall <;ÍJan in 
constitutiug and opening, through the 
township the "Gouin line roar!." R, 
C. Mill=, was also asked t.o f'"timate 
the C'ost of a good brirlge 0\'<'1' Rnr- 
well's 
ref'k. Rate Rtnwk at 1; l'ent 
ou the IIlIUar for township purposE's. 
apparently besldes school rates. 
lu 1838. the Conncillors e
ecte(I 
were, Wm, Watt, Ref>V0; R. Early. 
jr., John Gibbons. Wm Richar,ls and 
David Barr. Tlw oft"Ìl'e of Inspe!1tor 
IHI,.l bp.elJ abrlished. The principal 
official" were re-
ppointer1. Wm. 
Watt di811 in June, whereupon Wm. 
Richarns became Ree,'e aurl Gf'O, Gib- 
bons was eleded COlllloillor. 
There wa.. nfJthin;! (lone tOlH'hing 
village affairs except t,he orrlering of 
some repairs to the Bouuechere and 
Smith's Creek bridges and the mmal 
laying out of Rtatute labor, it being 
uuderst.ooi that as soon as t:le form- 
alities in connpC'tion with t!1P incor- 
poration of Renfrew village were 
complete.l. a separation woul.l be 
effpcted aUtI a vilIagEl Council 
Ale0.te.L The union of village anri. 
tDwnship harl wroug 1 }t. fairly well, 
unless perhaps when there was a 
st.rainp(l f('pling in 18.32-3. It may 
have bpeu sometimes suggested that 
a largpr proportion of the t.axes col- 
lected iu tlw vilìage ought to have beeu 
I1sed in opEni
g drains, building side- 
walks and improving' the often ex- 
ocrable amI all hut. impasRable streets 
ami some dissatisfaction on that ac. 
('ouut lUay have help(>.l fa hasten the se- 


paration. On the other hand the e,'or 
increasing expenrliture ou tnwnship 
road..; leading into the village was of 
great practical bpuefìt to our mer- 
chants, traIlers and citizen
, f'ssential 
indeed to the upbllÏl(1ing of the ham- 
let. It is ceri:ain also that in the la.ter 
years the expenditure on education in 
the village made large inroads on the 
total taxe<; c
llecte,l before the se- 
paration, as was shown afterwar,ls 
whel1 for years e>(lucational pXlwnses 
bulked largely in the dllage a("('ounts. 
The ch ief cause for hastening St'par- 
ation s
pms, as has b(>en already saÏ!l, 
to have been dUEl to the rivalry be- 
tween Re>ufrew and Pembroke in their 
eager rlesire to gpClUe t.he eount
' 
town, Add iug to that the fad of the 
I:trger growth that 
ommf'nced about. 
1834:, suffici{'nt ("ause for the forward 
step emerges without searr.hing for 
rlissatisfacf,ion of which t.hpre is no 
record that it existed. ThiR narrator 
has marle inquiries also as to possible> 
reasl)ns for including so large a ter- 
ri tory in the vi Uage li mits, 
uffieient 
for a C'Ì ty a.lmost.. Noone supposes 
that our pionrers had visions of a 
"city yet. to be"; if there were any 
their "vision subl ime" must soon 
have faded from their view. More 
feasible is the idea that thfJ township 
wanted to get rid of as mallY gully 
brillg(>s aU(
 as much ullcu1tiv
tble 
lawl a5 possible, which those who 
",ere in haste to securo incorporation 
were fain to accept that there might 
be no delay. That has been spoken 
of and is given for what it may bo 
wort.h, As it is we have an oVerlalJ, 
in ThomsonvilJe tfl the south, 
which no one coul<l have thought of 
in 1858. 
On thf\ eve of its reaching the 
status of a village there was little to 
commend it to favorable notice-its 
lxidges WNf\ ill ban condition, there 
were no sidewalk!'!. In the centre of 
th
 village which from MaekaY'R 
corner down was swampy, McDoug. 
all's log fence helped pedestrian traffic 
not a little when the rain stirred up 
the mud. Tllf're was no help for 


, 
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teams, however, which were liable to 
be bogged, as has been told, even 
when drawing little more than the 
empty waggon. But the citizens as a 
whole were light hearted under all 
these disabilities. They were mostly 
young, had 
bunrlance of work on 
hand, were beginning to thrive and 
ha.d all the nece;:saries of the simple 
life, with some of the comforts as 
well. Many of them were more con. 
cerned about owning their own homes 
than spending money on sidewalks, 
though drains would have been wel. 
corned. Thus, they went cheerily on, 
full of hope, having an abiding faith 


in the future of their village, t.hough 
for the time being it was easil
y com- 
parable to that stage in a growing, 
healthy, throughother boy's life when 
hi;; normal condition is to be out at 
the elbows ::md when he expresses 
snpreme contempt for "frills," but 
has a sneaking rega.rd fur them all the 
same. The founlla.tions of the solid 
town were being laill in those da,ys, 
not in the mud but down tlll"ough it, 
where bed rock was being reached; 
reached all the more certain Iv because 
they were willing to bear the inco
- 
veniellce of it for th(\ time. 
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VILLAGE MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS. 


At length, there came the imlwrtaut 
day when, on 1\Ionllay, August Wth, 
1838, an eag'er, jolly I'rowll, dpsert.ing 
for tlw non(
e, the home, tllP stereo the 
work shop a
d the fielrl, 11 ien. to the 
town hall, where tlw Goyer,10r.Genpral 
had commanded them to assemble for 
the pnrpose of electing fiwJ fit awl 
proper persons to repr('
(mt them in 
Oonncil, the warrant being directed to 
Geo. Ross as returning OffiCN, They 
werg there in gnorl time. Whilst they 
waited there were man.v serious 
whisperings and co:!sl1ttatiolls. \'arisll 
by much good humarel! chaffing awl 
horse-pIaj'. 
The warrant was read, nominations 
were calle(l for, the ploy bpgun John 
Burns had the first won1, using it for 
the nomination of John Smith (tan- 
uer) è\S a "fit amI proper pprson," in 
which he was s8condecl hy Sinon 
0' Gorman. In suc
es"ion, John 
Churchill, Arf'h. Thompsou, Wm. 
Dickson, J. L, M('Dougall, Henry 
Airth, sr., Sampson Ooombs, John 
Rankin, R. O. Mills anrl Alpx. Jamie- 
son were nomiJJaterl. 
Then it Was speech rlay at t.he \'il- 
lage school of oratory. Oùngr<\tu- 
latory, remini
ceut, prophetic in tone 
were F;OmfJ of them but, for the most 
part, more terse and gìarl-tn-get- 
through with it Messrs EVRllS, Ran. 
kin and Jamieson mo(lestly rptiring. 
Then the poll was opened, contiuuing 
OpPll till three o'clock of the next 
day, when John Smith, -18 vO(,es; John 
Ohurchill, 40; Wm. Dickson, 3ß; R. 
0, Mills, 35 anrl Sampson 000mb5, 
22; were ded,tre(} elected, the inflica- 
tjon
 being up to the last hour that 
Arch. Thompson would become ODe of 
the ('hosen fivp, the last three votes, 
however, changlLg his position. 
31i VOt9S were pnlled, Sinon O'Gor- 
man b('ing the first rpgisterpcl. 


The initial meeting of Council was 
held on A ug 30r,
1, when John Smith 
\Vas electer! Rljeve unanimously, this 
being' his first appeamup,e at the Coun- 
cil Board which he so largply domino 
ateel for over twen(v Y8ar!'\. Geo. 
Ro.;.., was app')inted Ol9rk and Treas- 
urer at the modf''\t s
lary of $
O. A 
seal with rÌle motto of a tree autI tbe 
word;;: ,. Lf't Rpllfrew flourish" was 
ordered. with all neces
ary boo];s and 
stationery. Thus, the transition 
stage wa,; pa<;sed amid rejoicings and 
Rpnfrew wa;; rpady to put on a few 
"frills." Not much attentjon to 
them was given at tho oatset. there 
being many matter.., ('ouu'3cteil with 
the routinú of the Oouncil's procedure 
and touf'l1ÌlJg th
 welJ-ordering of its 
future work \\ hich must be at once 
adjusterl. Tavenl lieeu,;p.;;, auctioll- 
eel's' licenses. dog taxps, restraining 
the runuing at large of certain ani- 
mals a..d much ('be were embodied in 
by-laws. Oommunication was held 
with Mr Russell, of the Orown Lamls 
department, urging that th'" O:'eongo 
road should be exteIH1e(1 through Ren- 
fn
w, the reaSOll for tha t aet.ion 
heing, doubtlfJss, to secure Govern- 
ment aÍlI for certain streets amI for 
the bridges across the Bonnechere amI. 
over the creek on the AdmastoJJ road. 
1\1r Rus5Jellllowever, gave no encour- 
agement to the proposal. John Burns 
being in office as collectur alllt aHHes- 
sor, he wa
 a
 an pxpert buil(l er, en. 
cru
terl with drawing plan" for a new 
bridge over the ereek on the way to 
Admaston, the oIrt bridge being 
dangerously rlilapirlated. It was 
agrf'ed to expenr1 
GOO building it, but 
eventually it cost somewhat morf\, 
which lad to a l\Iemor
al to the Gov- 
ernor.in-O
)Uncil seeking a "refund" 
for the reason that the bridge was a 
necessary a(ljullct to thfJ Opf'ongo road, 
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It does not appear whether tIJis mom- 
orial was entertained but probably it 
was not. Negotiations were, from 
the outset goiug on witl
 the Town. 
ship of Admaston as to adjustment of 
financial matters in which the muni, 
cipalities han joint lUterest. Arbitra- 
tion was pruvi,led for on the part of the 
village, but there were delays which 
led to long waiting before an:v 
ettle- 
ment was reacherl. No other practical 
work was, thereforfJ, attempted this 
year, excppt the survey of a road 66 
feet wide from Smith's creek bridge 
to Airth 's farm which was constituted 
as taking the place of the 2nd con- 
cession line. 
In 18.:
m, the Oonnei 1101'S elected 
were John Smith (Reeve) John 
Ohurchill, A. R McDonahl, A, 
Thompson awl Wm, Dickson. Geo. 
Rass wås reappointed Olprk and 
Treasurer at a. sahry of ;fi:)I). He ap- 
pears to have bef'n al
o liceJ)
e in- 
Hpector and i
sner of liceni'les, bein!Z 
piti!l hy feAs, Wm. Halpenny and 
.Jolm H.ankin were aurlitors, with 
.John Burns, collector aud a'ì
essnr. 
:\Iessrs Ðieks<Jll awl Ohurf'hill, with 
the Ree"e were the street t"om!:uittee. 
On thai r recolllmAwlation, the a p- 
nroaches to t,he new Adma.;ton roall 
bri(lge were improved, also all tree
, 
logs and rubbish removen from a 
space of -to feet on either side for fire 
protpction, Pluther by,laws eoncern- 
ing commut.ation of statute labor, the 
licensing awl regulation (If Ball alleys 
aUlI Billiard rooms. awl folie I ike wore 
passelt A rate of 3 4 cents on tlH' dol- 
lar was levied for eounty awl village 
purposes, besides wh idl a lfwy was 
ordered to raise $400 for ';":0.hool pur- 
lloses. 
The period of the "fiftips" thus 
enùe!1 without 
nJything n)ry startling 
being actually accomplishf'rlunc1er thl' 
new regime. There are indicati011s, 
however, that th('r
 Wf're tho!',p who 
wouM ha\"e introduco!1 inllOyations of 
a helpful kinn had not their inten- 
tions bef'1l strongl.r opposf'd in the 
interest of economy. There was a 
Fire Committf'e of 00l111('il appoint
d 


as wAll a" Fire Wardens, the intention 
being, doubtless, to make some pro- 
vision of apparatus, how('ver primi- 
tive, for fighting fire, as was none in 
after :vears; but in this period there 
was not the slightest effort in that 
direction so far as the recorrls show. 
In the matter of !1rainage also, then" 
was a by-law passel} pruhibit.ing pri- 
vate drains, th9 naturai complement 
of which would have bepu to establish 
some system of 11rainage, which tho!"o 
who introdnct'd the by-law (loubtlpss 
intendl'rl s!Joul(1 be done, but that wa" 
only accomplis:led afrt'r many days, 
A resolution was C'arriell, folLowell by 
a Ly-l
w after a couplf' of month." 
whicl! also was re:trl twice, recom- 
menrling that $1.000 "houl!1 bp. bor. 
rowed. rep3yable in five )"parl,v instal- 
monts, with intf'rest at 8 prr Cf'llt. for 
the PlUIJOSEJ of l[,ying sill(>\\'all\:s 'lUd 
making otller i11lprovf'lllpnts. Wonl 
seems to have re:whed the "fathers" 
that lUun wouM still be mor!) acr('pt- 
ablfJ to the majnrity than 11eht. 
o 
the thirll n'a(ìing was lairl oyer till 
nex;,t meeting, at whil
h no notip(' was 
taken of it nor W,lS it l'\"I'
r again tlis- 
cussed in Oounf'il. 
4\.5 we ha\'o saill, the citizens were 
mostly young, few of thf'm lmst thf' 
primp of life, A II iur1ipations :1rp 
that in one way awl another they had 
man
' sources of t'lljoyment which 
gavp. Zl'st to what we, who have all 
tho morlern alIYantages :md impro\'8- 
mellts of urban life. might be dispo!'e(l 
to think (If as .' !llnuotonOl1S existencf' 
in a bark\\'oo(ls vill
ge." Thprf' was a 
Rpirit of sociability among
t t.he piOll- 
eArs whieh hound the:)} to Aa('h oth
'r 
almost :1!': if they had bet'n Illcmlwrs 
of one family, o\"C'rle:tping for t.hp 
mo
t part auy nistÎJwtinns of plass or 
attIl1encp. 'fhp)" ran out. al\
1 in to 
vi,;it oarh otlwr, kw.>w eaph 1)t.llf'r'
 
joys. ill whirh they fJ'l.ply 1Jarticj. 
pat('(l, also (':I{'h ntlwr's 
orrow
. to 
which thp.v ministpI'f'd !':ympath y aUII 
ar1ri011 kindly h
lp. Such rf'lations 
, !lulle for c')n
,('ntment. for happinc..s, 
for Ilelightfl111y ph'asant intprpol1rse 
in the f1voning hours, SonwtillH's. as 
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happem in the best regulated families, 
there were ri fts in these pleasant re- 
lations. It may eyen be averr
d that, 
for longer or shorter period!!!, erst- 
while bosom friends were not on 
speaking terms, at least, civil speak- 
ing terms; leading to coteries being 
formed. But these things added to 
the zestfulness of life mther th
n 
otherwise in the small comnnuity; 
t.hen the breach was generally healed 
before long, when lif
 flow
d on in its 
eyen course as before. 
As may be seen in the earli9r nar- 
rative, an outlet for much eloquence 
as well as a source of much enjoyment 
and help to many was the organization 
of the Division of the Sons of Tern. 
perance, who contributed mueh to the 
pleasnrE:s of the community through 
frequent entert:ainment", open air 
concerts by the band, and ncy dis- 
cussions on the weekly meeting nights. 

Iuch more than that, it contributt-.rl 
to the pure enjoyments of the home. 
by checking the then bll but universal 
custom of taking a "rlram" (drink). 
There were men who could, as they 
"iaid, take a "iJram," when ttH'Y 
needed it or be sociable like when 
they met a friend, without being 
"aye dram-dramming." No doubt a 
few of them couid do as they said, 
but. the records are sorely at fault if 
it was not the case then, as it is 
still, that too often taking a ùram led 
on to "aye dram.dramming" to the 
grieyous cost of many a strong, 
bright, goorl-hearted man in onr vil- 
lage and vicinit}', and to the still 
more grievous cost of discomfort and 
h
art sorrow in hi3 home. This the 
temperance movement checked for a 
time in very many cases; for good 
and all in not, a few who saw the 
Itangor and retraced theIr steps-to 
the great blessing of their f3nlilies. 
Still there w
re some wrecks strewn 
bv the way as the result of the' 'dram 
dramming" habit. which followed 
closely on the heels of the quite re- 
spectable an.) common habit of readily 
accepting the invitation to "come 
away in and have something. " 


There was a reading · 'crowd" in 
those earlier days such as has not 
been surpassed, if even equalled, in 
any subsequent period of our history; 
whose membership liked nothing bet- 
ter than to get hold of a good book; 
'Jarefullv to peruse it; then to send it 
on its rounds until the whole crowd 
were ready to discuss and re-discuss 
it in the Literary Club at Wm. Dick- 
son's or in evening meetings in their 
various homes. Snch rational enjoy- 
ment pnt in the time famously for an 
increasing number of our citizens. 
The lac
 of the new and standard 
hooks which they would fain have, 
but could not well afford led, as Wm. 
Dick80n pointerl out in hi8 letter pub- 
lished the other day in the " Mercury" 
columns, to an ent9rt.ainment being 
proposeù and carried ont under the 
leadership of "Archie" Thompson and 
himself, which brought in a good 
grist of bawbees for the purpose of 
buying books for the nucleus of a 
Public Library. Then Elkanah Bil- 
lings joined his knowlerlge and legal 
ability to their enthnsiasm, with the 
result that the "Renfrew :MectJanics 
Institnte and Library Association" 
was legally instituted in 1852 and 
became like a well of living water to 
those knowledge-seeking souls. It is 
wort.h reiterating here that the leaders 
of the movement in this, snd the first 
part of the succeeding period, filled 
the shelves of the Institute Library 
with such a selection of the best books 
of that åay in History, Biography, 
Poetry, Science and Philosophy as 
stands to their credit still, and is one 
of the legacies to the present which, 
though too Jittle apprec-iated. is still 
of very great valne. Life could not 
be mere existence to those whosa tastes 
led them to brow3e on snch uplaurls 
of literature as are representerl in the 
In,titute catalogue. In the "sixties" 
this reading crowd was practi
ally 
broken up, its leading members being 
scattered to the four winds. With 
scarcely one left to push its work, the 
Institute lost ground and was pract- 
ically clos
d for Eeveral years. An- 
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other set of book lovers came in the 
early "seyenties" who soon discover- 
ed the treasures becoming musty on 
the Institute shelves. They set them- 
selves to work with a will, thus soon 
bri:.1ging matters back to a fairly 
satlsfantory state. 
There were ups and downs even 
after that, but there continued always 
to be some show of activity. In the 
"nineties" the Institute organization 
g
.ve place to the Public Library 
Hoard, to whose care the Library was 
turned over. The long desiderated 
reading room was provided in a suit- 
able room, centrally situated. The 
result has not been as satisfactory as 
was expected; indeed for a couple of 
years now the reading' room h
s been 
closed; the preRent craze for athletics 
having interfered seriously with its 
intent-that it should be a restful 
evening meeting place for young 
men. Otllf
r causes, of -conrse, con- 
tributed to th'3 want of success in 
that direction. Meantime there is a 
large issue of books, but the Board 
rAgrets to h
ve to report that 
o few 
of the best books are being read. 
HockAY, lacro
se anrl the like were 
here unknown in the fifties, but con- 
siderable attention was g'iven to old- 
fashioned ball games, e\"en the lordly 
game of cricket having a few votaries, 
especially t()warrls the close of this 
periorl and during the "sixties, ,. when 
our EI1glish citizens brought it into 
favorable notice. The game of quoits 
was much tavorerl-several of our 
pla,yers being experts. Skating partif's, 
on pond or river, enlivened the winter 
season. RUing parties twld sway in 
summer for fortunate owners of hor- 
se
. Checker playing-both at the Eng- 
lish and Frpnch game-had many de- 
votees, whilst various card games 
were popular as serving to pass the 
evening pleasantly when neighbors 
foregathere.-l or when more formal 
parties were call
d. 
Dances and dancing parties easily 
helJ the foremost place in the social 
life of the perioll. Young and old, 
rich awl poor, dwellers in town and 


country, saints and sinners, all met 
ofteil, came early, kept the fun up late 
and tripwed the light fantastic with 
such whole-hearted enjoyment as 
caused them to tryst to meet soon 
again. Rounds of such parties were ar- 
ranged every winter, and logging bees, 
l.aisings, or any similar gatherings 
gave thø signal that there would be a 
dance in the evening, to attend which 
no formal invitation was required. 
Oth9r "entertainments" wel'e fre. 
quent, concerts, socials, tea meetings- 
these being always relied upon when 
the scarce commodity-cash-w3!5 re- 
quired for the fnrthArance of some 
object of general interest. As we havt'J 
noteÚ we had during this period only 
two resident clergymen, and, as they 
gave no countenance to this species of 
"voluntary givin
" our citizens had 
little knowledgfJ of tho glories connect. 
ed with th
 · 'Church Social" anr1 
· 'the rlor.ation party." The Prefo,by- 
terians, especially, were debarrt:Jcl 
from such excitements, being forc
1l 
as a general thing to show their 
liberality on the Sabbath day when 
their good elders Airth and McIntyre 
f'xercised their function of "lifting 
the coppers" -( sometimes waggishly 
or profanely declared to be thA chief 
anrl even the only duty of the Scotch 
elder; which was not 
pplicable in 
their case, however.) There was a 
pleasn rable exci tellJent, especially to 
the youngsters, in t,his same function. 
For, it proclaimed that the preaching 
was over for the flay. '.rhe excitement 
was shared in even by t,ha rlogs, who 
had slept serenely up to that time. 
hut then became alert. Then there 
was a fascination in watching as the 
larlle passed-fancv ladles of John 
Bums' be
t make, they hall in St. An- 
drew's, which are still sac rf'fll y 
treasured. He was a proud lad who 
had a "bawbee tae put in" aud to 
him thé ladle was wearisf\mely long 
in coming. But listen;' plunk, 
"there's a penny," t,inkle, "surely 
that was a saxpence. " It might he a 
special collection anll tlìen there 
might be even the sOUllllless. though 
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perhaps not altogether hidden, flut- 
tering of a bank note into the ladle, 
that capping the climax. But, as 
Wm. Jamieson used to t911 with gusto, 
such flutterings wer9 so rare that on 
relating such a circumstance to a pass- 
ing clerical friend as having happfln- 
ed, Ï1e got the sternly assured an
wer; 
"Bank notes, said ye? Twa or tlJree 
0' them nae less. Na, na: diuna tell 
sic clash tae me; I ken ye ower weel 
tae credit that story; I tell ye, ye're 
no that kind. ., 
So they had amusemeuts and 
pleasures snited to the tastes of all. 
They hael to work hard for the most 
part; but t hey were makmg their 
way. This bred contentment with 
their lot: also predisposed them to 
take what pleasure was within reach 
with a fullness and abaudon which 
made them quite canty. Many stories 
there are of mischievous plays and 
pranks, which Weff'l lighthf1artedly en- 
terel} into without ill intent., but be- 
canse they were as ready to play hard 
as to work hard. The indications, 
are indeed, that they were a jollier 
crowel than their sunces.,ors, and that 
in many respects; but W
 may be in- 
vf1sting them with the gldmour which 
dist.ance alway!'! casts arounll the 
doings and the personages of. long ago. 
No notice ha!'; been taken so far of 

ervices by the Church of England. 
It is to be remembeIed that Ea"t and 
South, as 'well as in the village, the 
fir"t sett'ers were largely Snotch and 
Prp.sbyterians, with a sprinkli ng of 
Ii'rench. mostly in the village, and 
Irish settlers to the West. North of 
the Bonnechere wprø several EngJ ish 
f:ettlers, but for somf1 time they malle 
no move to secure Epi-;;copal services. 
The Euglish who became citizens of 
Renfrew from 1858 onward, were 
more solicitous for snch a privilpge. 
whiC'h leel to occasional sen'ices both 
ill Horton anel the village, which were 
probably conrlucted by Rev. E. H. M. 
Baker, a youug ministf'r of the Epis- 
nopal church who had as his fieM in 
those Ilays the whole County of Ren- 
frew. Laborious work he (lid, nnwh 


of it being by the bridle pat'.\ and 
"blazed traiL" Now, as a very old 
"retired" ministe!", he lives in the city 
of Toronto. 
We have not as yet secured sufficient 
information to enable us definitely to 
say more about the rise and progress 
of Methodism in Renfrew and vicinity 
than has been already set down. 
Joshua Murphy's recollection is that 
during this pøriod there were few if 
any stationed Methodist ministers, 
although many travelling missionaries 
may have paid occasional visits, hold- 
ing services in private htJuses. 8cho(\1 
houses, the (1 ining rooms of hotels and 
even in the open air. In the village 
the whole community fr
quented thA 
Presb:yterian or Roman Catholic 
churches with m')re or less regularity. 
As to edncational matters, these 
have been already f'ketched by the 
former narrator, whose information as 
to this period is so precise and fnll 
that no aeldition nee,} be made. 
Mistakes creep into such a narrative 
as this without any very fitting QP- 
portulllty of correcting them, as they 
are not noticed until the Story is in 
print. One of these has been already 
referred to in connection with the 
Mechanics' Institnte, the idea of 
which was due to E. .Billings, our 
first lawyer. Another has bef:Jn 
pointed ont by Wm. Dickson, whof;e 
birth place was Galaðhiels, Scotland, 
anel not Selkirk. as the Story stated. 
These historic towns are ,=ome miles 
apart. but between them is situated 
the stately and romantic "Abbots- 
ford," tho far-famed home place of 
Sir Walter Scott, so that what was 
said about the spell of that wizard 
being on all the land is equally ap- 
plicable to Selkirk and Galashiels. 
We have lingered longer than we 
expected in the company of tile pion- 
eers, their personality and their do- 
ings being wort11Y of a somewhat 
lengthy recital. In the succeeding 
periods, it may not be possIble to 
write fully of more than those who 
were more prominent in building upon 
the foundations which the pionf'f'rs so 
well and truly laid . 
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PERIOD 1860-69. 
1. Those Who Joined the Pioneers. 


In the preceding period some men- 
tion was made of the English immi- 
grants who came to settle on the 
much .lauded lands on the Opeong'o 
road. As was pointed out also, a 
nnmber of them having made a short 
trial of ' life in the bush" were soon 
sternly persuaded to retrace their 
steps and to seak other avenues of 
fortnne. In resuming these personal 
notes. some few of these should DOW 
be mentioned, as having', after some 
looking about, become h9lpful factors 
in the upbuilding of the village in 
the "sixtIes" and the following 
periods. 
John Stevenson and his son Henry, 
who had been piano. forte workers in 
London, Eugland, came to Oanada in 
1860. Having considerable means, 
they first purchased a cabinet-making' 
bmlÌnes9 in Porta.ge-du.Fort which, in 
the courRe of a year, they f()\md to be 
a most unprofitable venture. They 
then took up land on the Opeongo 
road about eight miles west of Ren- 
frew, choosing it when the abundant 
rocks and general nnfitness for settle- 
ment were hidden b:y the deep snow. 
The next summer they built a com. 
modious house, which was furnished 
in good styl
, having also a stock of 
valuable books. The secret of these 
preparations was more fully known 
when in 18ß2. Miss Soper, of Lon- 
don, arrived and was married to the 
son Henry. The home, however, was 
soon lost tc them as, one day, John 
Stevenson, thinking to help on the 
work and improve the surroundings, 
set fire to the brush heaps, the result 
being that everything in the clparanc9 
went up in smoke. On that day, 
Johu Stevenson's farming ambitions 
ended. He then secured employment 
with Robert Dry.,dale, whilst Henry 
still wrought on the farm-it is still 


owned b)7 the familJ,-till 186ì. He 
wa" then joined by his son Heury in 
starting a cabinet makiug business in 
a small shop to the rear of Pectlow'" 
present stand. Soon after, they pur- 
chased the present Stevenson stand ou 
Raglan street, on whic:h there was 
then a sm311 SllOp. There they built 
a house, which was soon llestroyed by 
fire. There. tlwy continued to work, 
to extpnd their bU8ine
s and to pros- 
per. John Stevenson died in 1900. in 
his 91st 
year, and his sou Henry fol- 
lowed in 190(t The fat;her liV9d it 
very quiet, retired life bnt HenrJ" and 
his good wife were prominent support- 
ers of a1l1ll0ral movements in thp. emu- 
munity. In early life they were con- 
nected with what hari been Whitfi
ld '8 
Ohureh iu Tot.teuham Conrt. Roarl- 
Oongregational. Oomiug tu Renfr
w 
they soon eonnected with. aUf] hecame 
pillars of the Methodist Ohurch, ill 
which Henry Stevensou was Bibl{' dHi'S 
teacher, Olass leader awl helper in 
many other ways, - whilst J\Irs 
Stevenson was ever in the froot 
rank of the faithful lady workprs. 
Their family of nine sons and two 
daughters, following in their parents' 
footsteps, arð standard-bearers for the> 
right in ODr own town and in the 
other communities t.o which so many 
of them have 
catter{'d. In publiC' 
affairs Henry SteyensGn took an acti\'e 
an.l helpful interest, which his fellow 
citizE'uS reeognizP{1 in many ways, he 
being a coun('illor at r:he time of his 
{leath. Industriou!';, reliable, pushing, 
. he mallp his mark in the hh;tory of our 
town and left 1;0 his family th{-' heri- 
tage of an honoure!l name. 
Stepheu Walford, who had been in 
the drug businp
s in Euglau!l, emi. 
grated from l\Ianchester in 185i, finrl- 
ing his way then to Renfrew county, 
where he spent five years as a tf\ach
r 
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in our rural schools before coming to 
th9 village in December 1862. He at 
that time bought out the stock of Geo. 
Woods, who had been e
tabliHh
d as 
our druggist in 1860. Mr Walford at 
first continued to occupy the same 
premisee, which were in the part of 
Mrs Geo. Ross' present dwelling 
neare
t to Geo. Eady's. After a time 
he removed to the shop on the site of 
the present · 'Cameron Block" and, 
about 18\)8. fountl accommodation for 
his increasing business by purchasing 
the site till then occupied by James 
Watt At that time he took into part- 
nership his son James H., who 11a8 
continued the business alone, since 
his father's death at the close of the 
sixties. In 1872, the present brick store 
-one of the first brick stores in the 
village-replaced the old wooden 
structure, whilst the adjoining house 
was removed to the rear, being long 
occupied by Mrs S. Walford and her 
dau
hter, who became Mrs Rorison, 
now of VancOlwer. J. H. Walf'Jrd 
married, about" 1874, Harriet, the 
youngest daughter of Rev. Geo. 
Thomson, who for over twenty years 
made their home happy to themselves 
and attractive to their friends; then 
to him and his family came the quiet 
life in which her memory is still 
cherished. The Walford" were trained 
in a Congregational church at Man- 
chester-well trained. In Renfrew 
they connected themselves with the 
Presbyterian church, in which Jas. H. 
has given large and willing servi'Je, 
as Sabbath School teacher and Super- 
mtendent for nearly fllri;y 
'e<trs, as 
organizer and leader of the choir for 
over 
o years, and as an elder who 
tries to do his duty well. He has also 
taken an active intere!'t in educational 
matters, having been a worJ>:Ïng memo 
bf>r of the School Board for many 
years-several times chairman. His 
long connection with the Sons of 
TemperanC9 and with the I. O. O. F. 
has been very helpful to those societies 
and beneficial to many who are con. 
nected with them. With abundant 
enthusiasm and willingness to lend a 


helping hanlÌ, few have donfl more to 
cultivate the social side of our village 
and town life than Mr Walford. 
James Reynolds, from London, Eng- 
land, where he had a thorough train- 
ing as a painter, tarried in Pakenham 
for three or four )'ears after h9 emi. 
grated to Uanada. About 186U, he 
determined to settle in Renfrew, 
where he had hiA home at first in an 
old log hOl.lSe on the Mayl)ew farm. 
A fterward
, he purchased a lot on the 
corne!." of James and Opeongo Stret:ts, 
where he built the comfortable little 
home in which he and his family 
lived so long. His rep::ttation as a 
workman-an artist indeed-and an 
honorable man went far and wide, 
securing him abundant employment 
wi
h a comfortable maintenance but, 
whilst yet compara.tively young, thfl 
poison of the paints laid hold on him 
with fatal results. Goof! motherly. 
well-loved Mrs Reynolds tarried with 
us long after, r
joicing in her family 
of 80ns, who are now mostly doing 
well. in the west; rejoicing also in 
extending sympathy and help to bur- 
denell ones, rich and poor. in her 
large circle of friends. Many will 
have life-long rsmembrances of these 
good citizens. 
Having now noted the more prom- 
inent aud efficient English helpers 
who remained in Renfrew after the 
Opeongo boom, we may turn our at- 
tention to a group of equally promi- 
nent and successful workers of Irisil 
birth, who joined the village ranks 
from time to time. 
It has been already noterl that cer- 
tair. families of DeviDes settbd in the 
vicinity of the Village, back in tl)e 
"forties," Of these, Felix Devine 
reached Re
frew County in 18-15, tl1e 
advance courier of the familips wh.) 
came after. Having a good education 
be was employed as clerk by Elia
 
Moore. a lumberman of those days, 
with whom he continued for some time. 
For some years after he was clerk 
for Gerrard McOrea, who kept store 
and also lumbered, his headquarters 
being at Springtown, which was then 
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quite a busy hamlet. About 185li, 
Felix Devine began business on his 
own account at Springtown, èallin
 
to his assistance his brother Patrick, 
who, when he follow9d Felix to Cana. 
da, had been employed at Ottawa. 
Felix, who by years of contact with 
the Bagot settlers, had won their re. 
gard and confidence, was from this 
time on elected from year to year to 
the position of Reeve of the tOWJ1ship, 
thus gaining such large e-xperience in 
municipal matters as made him an 
influential :
ember of the County 
Council, as well as a well.known man 
tllroughout th9 country. Seeking a 
larger sphere of operations, he remov- 
ed to Renfrew about 18(j4, where the 
two brothers opened up a general store 
in the building on the corner opposite 
,. Handford's block. " Eventually, 
they removed to what was then, at 
least, a more advantageous sito oppo- 
site the British Hotel, where Feiix 
eontinued in business till about the 
time of his death in 18!:JO. His former 
municipal expörience being well ami 
favorably known. he was in a short 
time after he came to the villHge, 
elected to the council, an honor that 
was frequently bestowed upon him, 
as well as that of Reeve. He had 
shown his int.erest in education by 
hoh1ing the position of slll10rintendent 
of schools for EéògOt and other associ- 
ated township8-a somewhat thanklE'ss 
task. which led howe\"er, to his be- 
coming for many )'ears a useful mem- 
ber of the Renfr(:'w School Board. As 
a likeable, sagacious, steady.going 
man, cot!ciliatory in temperament and 
reliablb in his dealings, he was highly 
esteemed in business circìes. He awl 
his family also held a distinctive 
place in the social life. of the com- 
munity. a place still accorded to those 
who remain with us. Two of Ids sons 
aro in businE.:;s elsewhore; F. M. 
Devine is one of our lawYf'rs awl an 
ex-Mayor of the town; his two mar- 
ried (laughters are 1\lrs Dr. Conllolly, 
of Renfrew, a\1d Mrs McFaddm.l, of 
the' 'Soo" ; two Gther;;; have' 'taken the 
veil, " whilst. anothf'r is a trained nurse. 


Shortly after their removal to t,hø 
"upper end," P
trick Devine return- 
ed to the corner opposite H
mdford's, 
where he opened the first distinctive- 
ly hardware store in Renfrew, having 
as his assistant, his brother John and 
afterwards, his nephew, Matthew, 
son of Andrew Devine. Aftbr a 
number of years he built the brick 
block adjoining the Dominion Honse, 
which is still occupied by the firm of 
Devine ana McGarry, who carried 
on the bnsiness after Patrick De- 
vine's death in 1894. A confil'me
i 
bachelor himself, he found the deep- 
est satisfaction of his affectionatø 
nature in caring for the education and 
advancement in life of his brother's 
children. His popularity was so great 
that his party nominated him for 
parliamentary honors, though he was 
not attracted in t!lat direction him- 
self. He acceded to their request onc
, 
running for the Common
, hut, being 
unsuccessful, he coulrl not. be again 
inrluC'erl to enter the field. Fp.w of 
thE' men of his (lay were more sociable 
or ha(l more engrained wit and humor; 
none had more warm friends amongst 
all class('s in onr community. He was 
as enthusiastic a curler as ever t.rod on 
ice aud when the rink happened to bø 
madð up of "the two divines-his 
witty way of 
p('aking of the minister 
and himself-al 1 d the two elders therA 
was lik'?ly to be "something doing." 
How we all missed him when he was 
taken from us. For he was a warm- 
hearted friend, the life of any com- 
pany with whom lw met socially, and 
an intelligent and well informed man 
who could take his part helpfully 
when serious matters wel'('1 being dis- 
cussed. 
It may not be ont of place to røfer 
here to the two other brothers of this 
pioneer family. although they did 
not bec f )}l1e residents d the villngo 
till after tile "sixties." Arriving in 
Canada in 1848, thpy both fOl1n(l 
their way in that year to Renfrew 
but chose for themsf'lves farms in tlw 
towll
hip of Horton, north of tht' 
Piunadf'. 
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John D'3vine and his estimable wife, 
who were not bless('\(l with any fam- 
ily, remained on the farm till in the 
"seventies" they joined Patrick 
Devine when he opened his hardware 
store, in which John was assistant 
till his death, near the close of the 
"eighties. " 
Ir
 Devine, during all 
these years, presided over the home 
in which the two brothers dwelt so 
long awl harpil:v together, a duty 
which she still continued until Pat- 
ri('k passed away, after winch she 
kept the home open, though sl1e KJJE>llt 
much time in visiting her many re- 
latives, on one of which visits she 
was seized with her la<;t Illness "-nd 
herself went to her rest about fonr 
years ago. She and her husband wpre 
both of a retir:ng llisposition, hut 
their circle of acquaintances helll 
them in high estimation, she especial- 
ly being well-known to many as one 
whose quiet ..-leeds of kindness and 
gentle nature madø her very much be- 
loved. 
Andrew Dedne settled nRar his 
brother John, where there grpw up 
around him and his good wife a large 
family of sons anfl daughters. As the 
sons went from the farm into other 
lines of life, he too came to the vil- 
lage in the early "eighties," where 
he set up the home on Hall street in 
v hich l\Irs Devine resides at the pre- 
sent time. She has reminiscenses of 
the early days, man)' of which would 
be worth recording, but we have only 
space to set down one which is vivid- 
ly impressed on her memory. When 
It was known that they W9re coming 
and that she had with her a child in 
arms, Felix Devine det9rmined to 
makA the journey from Bonnech'3re 
Point as comfortable as possible for 
her. Accordingly he went by canoe 
to the Point, where he took chargf' of 
Andrew with his wife and chillI. 
'fhe summer drought being on, tit(' 
water was low: so low that on reach. 
in
 Gibbons' ra.piòs they stuck firm 
and fast in midstream, a situation 
which was sufficiently alarming to 
onp unarquaintell with such conve.y- 


an('
. Felix, however, understood the 
"ituation. Thero was not.hing for it 
but to off hoots and wadp, which the 
two men did, shoving the canoe before 
them till deeper water was reached. 
G lal1 amI thankful woman was Mrs 
Df'Yine whcn that watpr journeyend. 
ell anr1 she alIll hprs were safely Wf:'nd- 
illg their way over the firm grouncl at 
Clear Point. She did not know then 
that the jaltj 1 1g anrl shaking, that she 
missed. wOl1lrl have been a much more 
trying exp
rien('e than the threatened 
ducking', which she after all escaped. 
After a short residenre on Hall 
street, l\Ir and Mrs Devine with their 
ehle5>t daughter remov('\ò to 05ceola, 
where their son, Re\'. F. M. DeYine, 
wa
 parish priest, and passed the time 
in minil'itPring to his conifort in the 
p:1rsonage. There l\Ir De\'ine died 
near the closp of the "nineties" 
After )1'ather Devine's death some two 
years ago, Mrs Devine and her 
daughter returned to the old residence 
,on Hall st.. where the mother has 
most of her family near at hand, thus 
allding mlll
h comfort to her in the 
quiet evening of her days. One 
òaughter became the wife of T. 
W. McGauy, M. p, P, whilst two 
others have devoted themselves to the 
religious life as Sisters of St. Joseph, 
and are now in Toronto. 
Their sou John, who was the child 
who braveù the rapids Gf the Bonno- 
chere, wrought on his father's farm 
till about thirty years of age, then 
spemEng some "years in shantying and 
other bmberiug operations .Ill the 
Bonnechel'fI. E\'entually he settled 
down as a resident of Rnnfrew some 
14 years ago, interesting himself ju 
Insurance an.l Trust and Loan busi- 
ness, holding the officfJ of bailiff and, 
latterly, securing t.he )l:\tent of a 
Cobalt claim which, it is said, pro- 
mises good results. 
Another son, Matthew, after sj)eml. 
ing sOllie time in Ottawa, returned in 
18H:
 to learn the hardware business 
with his uncle, with whom he re- 
mained for ten :years, when he former! 
tlw firm of Devine & McGarry, who 
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bought from Patrick Devine the busi- 
ness which they are still successfully 
prosecuting. 
Felix M., the third son, wa3 one of 
Renfrew's bright boys, who entered 
on his studies for the priesthood in 
St. Michael's CollegA, Toronto, where 
Ì19 remaine.! fonr years. Two years 
more he spent in the Ottawa Unh'er- 
sity, after which ha completed his 
course with much creriit in the Graud 
S8minary, Montreal. Having taken 
ordination at the hands of Arch- 
bishop Bourget, he soon be
ame bec. 
retary to Bishop Lorrain, of Pem- 
broke, who, after about. two )"ears. 
appointerl him to the 
1arish of 
Osceola, where he laboured with 
marked abllitv and success for well 
nigh a quarter of a c
ntury, passing 
in J905. The magnifinent church and 
school-house at Osceola, the neat 
church at Cobden anò the fine school- 
house at Connaught settlement are 
material monuments to the zeal, 
earnestness and faithfulness of this 
.. old Renfrew bo)'. ., 
Patrick is now one of Bromley's 
pushing farmers, whilst thð youngest 
son, Andrew, became an official of 
the Inland Revenue Departm':mt at 
Ottawa, where he died some years ago. 
The first of the family to emigrate 
from Ireland were lVIatthew Devine 
and Mrs Moran. Matthew speDt some 
time in Hubbell's Falls, coming later 
to Renfrew where he was a reE'ident 
in 1848. He too locaterl on a farm 
heyond the IJinnacle from which he 
removed to Springtown. Lf'aving 
there in 1878, he went to Vineland, 
New Jersey, where he spent the re- 
mainder of his days. His son Andrew, 
who was long official strenographer to 
the U. S. House of Represf'ntatives, 
but is now vice-President of the Col- 
umbia Phonograph Co, of New York 
and who frequently visits his Renfrew 
relatives has kept us in mind of this 
branch of the family. 
Francis French, whose figura was 
for years so familiar on Renfrf'w 
streets, was born in Mayo Countv, 
Ireland, in 1
07. Having married 


EI'3anor Brown early in life, all the 
chilùren. except the youngest, were 
born in the old land. In 18-1-5 )l{' 
emigrated to Canaòa, finding his way 
first to By town. whencf> he branched 
off to Perth, in wl1i
h town hA 
wrought for about a year. Having 
become aC(ll1ainted with the Cald- 
wells and Smiths, he was induced to 
remove to Lanark Village, where he 
did business as a tailor till about the 
close of 18:')8. HiA was, in those early 
days, the olllv Roman Catholic fam ily 
in the phwe, but hA formAd many 
n- 
during friend
hips with his Scotch 
neighbors, amongst, whom he was 
hf'ld in high esteem for his honorablA 
dealing and genial bearing. Hn ùf 
ten told with Ilelight in his later 
days how they always respected his 
religious f'om.ictions, going so far as 
to provide him witi. means of con. 
veyanc,;, rather than see him walk the 
12 long miles OVAI' bad roads to Perth 
to aUemrl the SUllilay services, Re- 
moving to Renfrew Couuty, he set. 
tIed on a farm beyond the Pinnacle, 
near to the Devines. Tllere he and 
his sons, Thomas and Michael, ('lear- 
ed the land, working hard aUf! faith. 
fully until Thomas' death in IHfiì. Af. 
tel' that Mrs French'
 health began to 
fail. which caused the husband to 
make preparations for retiring froUl 
actIve work by' buill1ing the cosy 
home on Plaunt street (now occupied 
by \Vm. Egan), in which they hoped 
to spend together the restful evenings 
of their days. Coming into the vil. 
lage and l{'aving the farm to Michaf'), 
about the close of 18;0, thf>Y began 
the rest.ful life; but, unha.ppily, Mrs 
FreDch did not rally as had been Inpf'll 
and she passed away bt'fore a Yf'ar 
was eurled. Soon after, :Mr Frenr.h 
made hi
 home with his only claugh- 
ter-Mrs FAlix Devine-wherE! thA 
long years in which he still remained 
"vith us were made bright by the lov. 
ing car
 of ch ilrlren and grand-child. 
reD, as well as by the respect of 
friends who esteemed ,him for his 
great worth. ]'rom personal inspec- 
tion made in his daily walks, he may 
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be said to have known every stone 
that was laid and every nail that was 
driven in the new building3 which 
were erected, 
o interested was he in 
everything which t
ld of the pro- 
gres'S. whilst it added to the stability 
or the beauty uf the home place that 
he loved. 
In the old land he had been drawn 
into the great temperance movement 
head ell by Father Matthew; from 
whose own hand he took the pledge to 
which he was faithful nIl his days. 
So faithful was he, that when he was 
attacked by cholera on his arrival at 
Quebec, he persistentl)" refuscd to 
':;ouch the liquor that had been pre. 
scribe(l to pre;ent collapse. The 
doètor went so f<\r as to raIl men to 
his aiJ in an attempt tc force the 
liquor upon him, whereupon in his 
indignation he rOSH, daring the doctor 
to commit such an outrage. The re- 
action of that indignant protest hap- 
pily had the v{'ry effect that the liquor 
was intended to produce, for in no 
long time he was a well man again. 
This incident was characteri3tic, tpll- 
ing how the quiet, gentle man could 
be strong and faithful, as unto death, 
to what he held to be right. The 
yel}rs wore on but still he lingered 
until, in his ninetieth year, he passed 
away. :Much missed was he by the 
many who enjoyed meeting him in 
those daily walks. 
Francis French, Jr., who had learn- 
ed his fath9r's trade, began busin
ss 
in Renfrew in 1859 or '60, continuing 
to prosper for nearly forty :years at 
his stand on Raglan street, about 
where Plaunt's Drug store is at pre- 
sent. He did not take much part, 
however, in out'Side 
ffairs Dut stead. 
ily confined himself to his own work, 
until, at 113ngth retiring, he went to 
live at Brudf\nell with his son, Rev. 
Frank French, the devoted pri9st of 
that parish. Another of his sons- 
Rev. Isaiah French - is also well 
known as the parish priest of Killa- 
loe. 
Michael French, who rem3.ined on 
the farm whe3 hi3 father r{'tired in 


1870, continued to \York there till 
about 187-1, when he too went to the 
village where, for some years, he 
carried on a grocery-next door sout.h 
of {,he Ott:twa Home. Finding the 
confinement irksome, hR tOJk hold 
during th
 next 18 years of tIle sale of 
agricultural implements, first for 
N oxoa Br03. and afterwards fo? 
Moodie and Sons. In 1901i, he bought 
out the harllware btBines,= of Camp- 
bell aud M
Hride, which jle soon dis. 
posed of to hi
 son John, retaining 
however, the local agency for Deering 
Bros.' macilinerv. His other sons are 
now in the Northwest-Thoma;;; w('nt 
to S. Afri'Ja during the war, where 
he gave a good account of h!msdf- 
another only daughter is h{'ing {'du- 
cated at an Academy in the AmC'ri- 
'Jan Soo, Mrs Frf>nch having òied 
some ten years ago. Michaei took 
more active part ami intprest in poli- 
tical and municipal mattprs than did 
others of his family, but sincE" Mrs 
Freu(:h's death, he has bepn much on 
the rnad and has not bPPI] so active 
in sl1ch matters as in earlier da)'s. 
John French was also in Renfrew 
for a time, learning the blacksmith 
traòe with 1\11' O'Harro, He soon 
went up the line, 11 o \'1'(:' ve 1', al.ll1 
eventually settled down in the town 
of Sturgeon Falls. 
Another sou of the Emerald 1001p, 
whoso figure is still familiar, th')ugh 
he is no longf>r the burly man he was 
in years gone by, is l\lichaE'l Pitz- 
manrke, a Kerry boy who arrived in 
Quebec in 18(j3. After working in 
that city for a time, he went on to 
Montreal, where he was employed 
till t.he spring of 18i4. Coming' on 
thf>n to Renfrew, h9 looked aùout for 
a time, but in Novem1::,er he sta!'ted a 
blacksmith business for hims{'lf in a 
shop built by Philion, on the site 
where the l\Ierchants' Bank now 
stands. Having soon secured a goorl 
run of custom, he bought a couple of 
lot3 from McIntyre, on one of which 
he builL a blacksmith shop, and later, 
a wooli-working shop behind it. 
Aùont a year !1,fter he ram --. to Ren- 
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frew he married a Miss Culhane, 
which led him also to build a dwell- 
ing on the property, in which he and 
his family lived for years. 
Thinkin
 that he had too much 
land, he sold a part to the Costello 
Bros., which with the shop they built 
he bought back again after some years. 
He still prospered in business, but so 
felt tHe strain of the heavy work that, 
in 1895, he retired from it. Yet, be- 
ing a hale aud hearty man, he 
thought it well to carrv on some 
light('r busines5, which he did for a 
short time, but soon gave it up, re- 
moving then to his present residence 
on Argyle stre('t. What further work 
he might have undertaken cannot be 
told, as some time afterwards he had 
a somewhat seVf're shock of paralysis 
whid] necessitated tlw life of well. 
earned leisure for which, happily, his 
previous industrious habit:! hact made 
abundant provision. He has the en- 
rlowmpnt of wit, peculiar to his 
countrymen, and many genial a
d 
sterling traits of character which han:! 
attracted to him many warm friends, 
whilst he aud his good wife have been 
helpful friends and kind neighbors to 
tho!le amongst whom they live. His 
family of daughters made his home 
attractive. 'fwo of them are now in 
homes of their own.-
'Irs Matthew 
Devine and :Mr!': William Burns, in 
town, otl)('r two in the S
ates-whilst 
two younger daughters are still watch- 
ing over their parent.s iu the old home. 
Good helper amI genial friend! May 
ho long be sp'upd to go about amongst 
us! Jamps Fitzmaurice, brother of 
Michael, came about the same time, 
but went on to Osceola, whence after 
a while he camp to Renfrl:'W and 
wrought for a couple of years. He 
t.hen set up his blacksmith business in 
Shamrock but returned to Renfrew 
about 1871, when he did business in 
the old log shop l1('ar Smith's Creek 
bridge. After some three or four 
years he bought a sito on Argylt. 
strf'et, near the Opeongo road, wllPrtJ 
Iw built t}w shop and dwPlling which 
hp aftf'rwards dispospd of to LpaC''y, 


and which arp now held by J. Plaunt. 
His business prospered, but as his 
family Wf're growing up, he determin- 
ed to get back to the land, which 
took him away from us to the farm 
on which he now lives, some miles 
out in Admaston, whpre hp is in very 
comfortable circumstances. He madf' 
his mark among us as a quif't, in- 
Ilustrious, reliable man, friendly and 
obliging to a notable degree. 
Amongst. the earliest incomeIs of 
the "sbcties" was T. B. Muir, who 
came origi ually from Scotland, but 
had wrought for a while in Montreal. 
He took charge here, for about a year, 
of the tailoring department of the 
large general business then carried on 
by John Munro, jr., in. the old storf! 
on the Stewart Bros.' site. He left 
Munro when he removed to the stone 
store, buying for himself the front 
half of hi
 present lot on which stood 
a dwelling house. There he started 
his tailoring bU:iin'3ss, soon going to 
bring Miss Thompson from Montreal 
as his bride. TogC'ther they wrought 
aud thrived. A
 the years passed their 
family grew up arouud them and their 
prosperity and the brightnpss of their 
home went haud in hand. In 1873, he 
built the new store which was occu- 
piect by Dav
 aBll Clark as a drug 
store. The Masonic Hall was in t,he 
upper story of that buildiug and un- 
der Mr Muir's supervision, it being 
more a matter of deep interest in and 
love for the craft that prompted him 
to provide such comfnrtable au
I com- 
modious quarters, than of profit on 
his invastment. All aloug he has 
been a most devoted "'\Iason amI now 
is the oldest aeti ve member both of 
the Lodge and the Chapter, for which 
hA has done so much, havinf.{ long 
kept the Lodge alive by his own deep 
interpst in it.. In 1889, the confinp- 
ment. of tailoring- so told on his he
lth, 
that he turne!l away from it and, ill 
company at fir
t with A. W. Easton, 
opened the crockel'y store in which he 
still continues to do a good business. 
Mrs l\fuir was takpu from him some 
f{>w year:, ago. but hE' is blessp(J wIth 
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the carH of daughters, who watch over 
aild lovingly care for him in his some- 
what failing health. A true man, 
t.rusty and kind-hearted, everybody 
relies on him and his friends are very 
many. 
It has already been remarked that 
the early HE't.t1ers in tlw :mrrounding 
townships eontribu',;ed lUuch, by their 
thrift and industry, to the upbuildiug 
of Renfrew as an important trading 
centre; whilst tlwv did evpn more by 

",nding tlw bl'st and brightest of their 
well trained Bons, and daughtl'Ts too, 
to enter un tiwir Jife work in the 
sh-a
lily growing villbgl'. TIIP lattf'r 
point has had illustration in spvpral 
pif'vious skptches ; but in the" sixtips, " 
t!JPrp w

 a special influx of tho
p 
who spl'nt tlu"ir early da:ys on t))p 
farms of our nl-'arby townships al i ll 
who, lat:pr, took rank among our I-'ntt-r, 
prhdng and sucC'pssful \Vorkt"rs, With- 
out payiag much attention to the or,. 
df'r of tlwir coming, We shall now sd 
(lown tlU' promint'nt ,lata ill tlw lift' 
work of somp of these. 
Rt'nfr(>w has no beth-r known, or 
Ulorp thoroughl.r respeetf'd citizpn 
than Georgp Eady, jr.. whose early 
lift' was spent on tha eM farm in the 
township of Horton where, as has 
alrpady bel'n rprÏtp,l, his parents set- 
tled about W37. As George grew up, 
hø took his share in farm work; but, 
at the same time, eagerly seized ever
' 
opportunity of securing a uspful er1ura- 
tion. Thus, wilen ho was about fift3en, 
he went to Burnstown a" a clerk with 
Douglas, then a well known traíler, 
in whose employ he remained seven 
years. Going then to Quebec for two 
years, he ca.me to Renfrew in 18\i4 to 
take a partnership with his brothpr 
William, whl) had shortly before be- 
gun business in premisps on the pre- 
sent site of St
\\'ensoll's furniture 
store. Therp wa
 no parly closing 
then, but George evidelltly found time 
for rertain evening r:;trolls, as he 
brought them to a climax. with whieh 
the passing years have made him evpr 
better satisfit'd, by marrying lU 18(ifi a 
(laughtf'r of .Tan1('<O: 8t('\\'art. Ollf' of thf' 


Second Line of Horto
 pioneers. Tlmt 
he gained favor in other rlirections as 
well is shown in this, that in 186i 
he was appointed to the position of 
Olerk of the Township of Horton, 
which offire he still hoMs. Tho part- 
nership business was sold in lR()t), at 
which date he plU('hasod tho site of 
his present buildings from .Tohn 
Burns, ('ontinuing, 31so, in bU"iinesH 
alone, and, for some years, Iunn ing a 
photographic gallery in ('onnoction 
with the store. Gradually, he ùecame 
more and more immersed in thp work 
of the various offices which were 
thrust upon him as 
 trusted and 
capable man. In 18;2, he was appoint- 
ed Division Court Clerk, Treasumr of 
thø Villagø and SeeItJtar,y.Treasurer 
of the S
hool Board. Latpr, he was 
appointe.l a magistrate and, as, about 
that tillie, we had not lIlfWY legal 
lights, hE' developed into a COIl\'ey- 
ancer, wa
 made a Oommissioner Ìn 
B. R. 
nd gra(hmllv wrought iuto an 
ext9nsive oflke hu
iness, with the reo 
sult that !If' clo<;pJ 11 own the other 
businesses llIentioneù, sinf'e which 
time he has been perhaps tlw most 
harll wrought. office man in 
own, 
In IHO-t, 11(-' was appointëll Polk{' 
l\Iagi..trate, in which f"apa.citv he dis- 
J10ns ø s even-hande,l justice, tpmpprpd 
with mNCY awl guided by 
tr()l]g 
rommon sense, to thE' great 
atisfac- 
tion of our ppacp-Ioving' f'itiztJns. Life 
tenure, is that by which he holds all 
his offices. HO tÌlorouA'hl
' is he trnst
(l 
awl so faithful is tho serdce he rpl]- 
ders. His friends sometimes point out 
to him, as his two fault8, that he is 
too obliging and too gonerously hos- 
pitahle. but he only laughs at tllern 
Amidst: all tilt... pressure of wearing 
work, there are certain phLCPS at, 
whkh he seldom fails to put in all 
appearance-at Rt.. Andrews' chur('h 
and at the hea(l of the hm ily pew 
there, generally at both 
t'lrvices on 
Sunday; at tlïe Division of 
on
 of 
TemperancE', on Thursday e\'f'Ding; 
and at thf' Loyal O. LOllge, f'!'Ipc('iallv 
the Oounty T...o.
gP, of whi('h he hn
 
hp(,11 o;:p,'pTfll timp!, 1\IfI:-,tpr awl 
Pf'rp- 
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tar.y for 40 year
. }'resh an1 vigorous 
yet, he exercil'es himself in hi
 fine 
garden on Thomson Hill and, as 
often as he can make it convenient, 
runs out on hunting, fishing or camp- 
ing excursions for a few days. Thus 
he Jus all appearance of seeing many 
.
pars yet-his parents were long 
livers- all hi
 friends hope that that 
will bp the case with him. 
His son Walker deals in footwear in 
the old premises; of his daughtNs, 
Mrs Bowden lives in Pembroke, Mrs 
McKinnon anl1 Mrs Scott are in town; 
whilst anothpr is one of our teachers 
and helps to make hright the home of 
as highly au esteemed canplf' as any 
in our quit:'t town. 
In t hf' "sixth's," David A j rth had 
practical ('ontrol of till' farm of tIlt:' 
piollt"f'r 
f'rgt>ant A irth-although hf' 
was alivl" most of this pPrio(l. With 
thf' Iw lp of his younger hrother
, 
David developed the propert,y and be- 
came affluent as the years passed. To 
him and his excellpnt life partner 
were given a bright home life a!' their 
family grew up during this period 
and even bpgan to movt-' off into homf's 
of their own. Hard-working, indus- 
trious man as Uavicl Airth was, ht' 
found timl' for t!iking a part in many 
of tlw rf'crpations that Wf'rp t\Wll in 
VOgl1f' , fpw bping ablp to mastpr him 
at qnoits in 
nmmpr or at a gam!' of 
cht-'('kprs in tht-' willtt-'r pvpning
. Hi
 
social qualItil-'s. also, ma(1p him pop- 
ular, as wpIl as his genpral illtf'lli- 
gt>nCt' and acqnaintuncp with good 
books. Thus Jw was oftpn houor('(l by 
his fe11ow
 with such positions as ViI- 
lagl' Counci 11or, School Trustf'f' and 
other:,; in connpction with tlw church 
and various associations. Wpll worthy 
was hp too of all thpst-' marks of favor 
an(i f'stt'pm, for Ill' waR pvpr a rt-liabh. 
man who f'nthnsiastically and ('art-- 
fully dischargt'd all such dutil,s. A ':'0 
thl' 
l-'ventip:-l worp on, till-' Curling 
Club was 
tartl'll. Aftpr that, his 
wintAr amusement was found at: the 
rink, wlwre he spent 1'10 mueh time 
aUll wa
 so keen t.hat he became au 
aclppt-a (,IHlpr of I'PIlOWIl jJ)(lped,- 


and, when he was ou the ice, the 
worst looking pnd was naver decided 
against his side till "Davie" hall 
pla.yed his IJ\st stone, for he had a 
way of slipping in where none else 
could go. So to the end he kept it 
up-anrt when he laid down his work 
awl play, we mourned him as tllf
 
"goo(1 man" that he always was in 
a hi
h sens(' and as the old man who 
was tc. the ewl young in heart amI 
spirit beyond any in our midst. 
His trusty Hon, Roùert, to who:-:e 
guidance hil'l fatlwr committeil tile 
farm in the "l:1igl ,it-'
," wa
 
ndd{>nJ)? 
cut oft' in the prime of manhood. 
Thus David took holl1 again, seeing 
the 
entury out in harness. then soon 
passing. Hi!': good helpmeet is !'till 
with us, but is getting frail and f:hA 
days pass qu if'tly now at the old 
homestearl to which so man.v dplight- 
ed to go, for that we woull1 b8 hf'art- 
ily welcomed was eVAr sure. 
When McDonald and Rankin rlo(':pd 
tlwir businf'ss in Rpufrpw, John Mc- 
L('an t)ccupipd tlwir prf'nJi8(,
 for pN- 
haps a J(:'ar, likf'ly whilst building 
th(' dwplling and shop on dIP cornPr 
of Raglan and Patrick strppt to whi('h 
IU' wpnt, pVf'ntually Tpmoving to a 
farm bpyond thp Pinnac}." whpr.. tIlt' 
rest of his lifp was spt.nt. 
In lSli-l, William Airt:h, tIlt-' young- 
pst "on of thp Sprgpant, opPJwd up 
bnsint-'ss in thp saml' stand. }1'or a 
few months Ill' had with him Hpur
? 
Barr, his npplww, and a 
on of tlu' 
pioJll'pr David Barr. HpJu)', who was 
nut. attractf'd bJ till' shut-in lifp, Wt'ut 
thp)) to hi
 prl'sf'nt fin!' farm in Brom- 
ley, wlwre he has prosper9d gr"latly 
and has heen honorAd by bping plectell 
a:-: M.L.A. for tlJ(' North Ridiug of 
Renfrew. 
William Airth eontiuued in busines:J 
alone from the spriug cf 1 !-I/ì5 , doing 
an iucreasinglJ flourishing tude till 
1870, when, tiring of th(' confinement, 
he sold out to Barr & Wright. For 
some years after he led a life of leisure 
in his comfortablp home on Oppougo 
"trpet. As his family grt'w up, IIf' Sf't 
to work again. bn
.jng thA Ooomh:,,' 
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farm within the village limits. He 
renovated everything about that rather 
run down homestead, initiated his 
boys into the mysteries of farming for 
profit, took an intelligent and helpful 
interest in municipal affairs and served 
many times as Councillor ani! School 
Trustee. Thouflh the youngest and, 
apparently, the most robust of the 
Airth brothers, he succumbed to an 
attack of typhoid fever in thA "nine. 
ties" whilst yet comparatively a 
vigorous man. Mrs Airth was also 
called away about the same time. Mr 
Airth was of a more retiring (l!sposi. 
tion than his hrothers and took little 
part in the amusement
 in which some 
of them delighterl, but he will be re- 
membered as an upright, i'ìteady-
oing 
citizen, whose purposeful life was 
helpful to the interests of the com- 
munity in which he spent most of 
his day:'!. JIis son
 did not perhaps 
take so ki[ldly to farming as their 
father expE\cted, as one by one. when 
they grew up, they t.urned to other 
occupations, till now the tine farm 
has passed into other hands Two 
'!ions-Harry and Tom-are still with 
us; Willie is dead and Robert is in 
Winnipf'g. Two daughters-Mrs James 
and Mrs J. Plaunt-dibd early, whilst 
Lizzie is a trained nursp liying in 
Winnipeg. 
It has previously been told that a 
voung Scotchman nalUed David Barr 
came to the settlement "in the early 
"thirties anrt in partnership with 
:Sunnyside" Forrest, a marrierl man, 
bought the farm jll..;t adjoining tho 
village to the soutb, locating', also, 
Rome lots in Bagot and Admaston 
townships. Later, David Barr, hav. 
ing become sole owner of the Hill 
farm, Ret up house with a rlaughter of 
Sergeant Airth as his life partner. 
They were blessed with a large family 
of sons anrl daughterR, who, as young 
people living in sUfJh close proximity, 
might be looked 'upon as having al. 
ways been part and parcel of the vil. 
lage life. David Barr and his wife, 
who did such '3arnest. and telling work 
on that nearby farm, are worthy of 


special remembrance in these aDnals 
for they wé're such true friends and 
neighbors as brought them into close 
ront
ct with many in those pioneer 
days, and to the elld, 'hey were pro- 
verbial for the kindness that they ex- 
tend9d to all with whom tiley' met 
They well parned, by theiL' prUf]put 
thrift and indtlstry, the success whirh 
crownAd their ëfforts and whie:, eu- 
abled them to give a fair start in life 
to .each of their large family. But, 
beyond Ruch material heritagA to 
which those I'ons and daughtprs fell 
heir was the careful training which 
has so I'trongly influenced th...ir several 
lives anrl has proverl to be the richest 
endowment that was left them by 
those honored pioneers, Hi&ì son Wil- 
liam-no more just and uprighû man 
is iLl our midst to-clay-followed his 
father in the old homf'stf'ad, which he 
in turn has; now hande(l O\'pr to hiA 
like.minded son-David tlw third, a
 
he might be called. Others of his sons 
settle-J. in Admaston and Bromley, one 
of whom went eventually to Nf'braska, 
all doing well a[1,1 reflecting creilit on 
the- honored namf'. Two daughtrrs arA 
living-Mrs Donalo McLaren, "f 
fc 
Nab, and Mrs Jackson, of Dakota,- 
whilst l\frs Duncan McLaren, of 
Bromley, rlied a few )'p"rs ago. Turn- 
ing from this digrA:'òsion we IIIay now 
proceed. 
Dayid Barr, son of tlu'! pionf'f'r, he- 
eame a fixture in Renfrew when, in 
18G5. he became cle!'k in the store of 
hfs . uncle, William Airth. Previous 
to that he had wrought on the farm, 
going in thè winter to the shantie Q 
from the tim61 that he was sevellteen 
until, when l,e wa
 twenty-two he 
t(Jo
 thought about gett-ing further 
educatiun n hich led him to rpturn to 
Rchool under .Tohll Park and also for a 
time in Perth. In his position as 
clerk he becamo popular with his 
uncle's cu
tomeiFi and acqllired such 
knowle(1ge of the rletails of' thE' in- 
creasing business and of. the standing 
of those customers as made him a most 
valuable assistant. Thus, when his 
uncle was tired of the indoor life, he 
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was in a position to take hold, which 
he did in 1870, ent
riug into partner. 
ship with Mr A. A. Wright, who had 
been a teacher, and was well qualified 
to' attend to the books and financing. 
A strong combination was thus form- 
ed which resulted in an increasingly 
prosperous and profitable bmiÌness be- 
ing done for many yearR. In 1881, 
the firm built the large brick store 
which was a necessity on account of 
their extended operations, There they 
continued together till near the end 
of the "eighties," when Mr Barr 
retired with a competency, whilst at 
the old 8tand Mr Wright continuf'd 
until the substantial and handsomely 
equipped building was burned in 1899, 
since w-hich time there has bgen 
nothing doing on that once busiest 
corner 
n tOWD. Mr Barr had tasterl 
some of the delights of travelling 
during his active lift', having visiterl 
Britain in 1874, 1 x81 anrl 1882, anrl 
the Northwe..;t in '82 and '87. 
When he became a man of leisure 
he and 
rs Barr-whom he hal'l mar
 
rierl in 1876-and their three daugh- 
ters. made 6xtensive tours in Europe 
(1888) anrl in the West in 1889, re- 
turning again to the West in 1895, 
going also to .Jamaica in 1900 for the 
winter. 
He entered into partner
 hip again 
with his nephew, David Barr Mc- 
Laren. and after Robert Airth's death 
t.)ok up his bus1Dess north of the 
Bonnechere. Later, thiR firm moved 
to the corner near St. Andrew's church 
but, as the younger man decided to 
revert to farming, Mr Barr returned 
to the life of leisure again, about t.he 
close of the "nineties. " Perhaps 
finding time hanging heavily on his 
hands, he, some three or four )oars 
a
o, accepterl the posi tion of post- 
master, which he still retains though, 
as Ï1t-! has passed throuëh a critical ill- 
ness h.tely, he is not allowed to do 
mue'h \\-ork at present. 
His interests outRide of business 
have been very varied. He E.at for 
years in the Council. He once If'd a 
forlorn hope for the LibArals as a can- 


didate for the Commons. He renrler- 
ed yeoman service at the building of 
the new St. Andrew's church of 
which he is an exemplary att
ndant. 
The Fire Brigade, the Agricultural 
Society, of which he is still presi- 
dent, and the Farmer's Institute, 
have all owed much to his help. For 
over thirty years he has been an en- 
thusiastic Free Mason - made in 
Mother Kilwinniag I.JodgA on his first 
visit to Scotland-in which fraternity 
he has held high positions. He is as 
enthusiastic a curler as was his uncle 
David Airth. All these seal the as- 
surance that he has been "aye reddy" 
te take a strong hanrl in all our do. 
ings, to which it may be adderl that 
as a warm friend, a ready helper of 
the ,Ustressed, a prudðnt adviser, and 
a "four sqnare man" he has an honor- 
erl place in the community. We all 
say-ma." he long be sparerl to take his 
comfort in his bea utlful home in the 
south enrl, which is made bright for 
him and Mrs Barr by his cultured 
daugÌlters, two of whom are there 
with them, and another, who is a 
trained nurse is at pres9nt re"iding in 
New York. 
A. A, Wright did not come to Ren- 
frew till 1870, but the names Barr & 
Wrighr were 1;0 long brackete(l that 
mention of his doings may appropri. 
ately be marle IU'lre. Born in Athens. 
J..Jel'!ds Couuty, he made good use of 
the well known edunational privileges 
of that. villa
e Thus, he Aarly e!
- 
tered the teaclliug profession in which 
he reacherl high st,anrling when in 
chargA of a school at Lachine, Que. 
Thence he Came to us in 1870 anrl in 
1872 h... brought one of Lachine's. 
youn
 la(1i
s to share his h()me anrl 
fortnne;o; anll, as he woulrl say, to be 
the chief blessing of his life. The 
business of the partners prospered, as 
has been alredody tolrl, a noteworthy 
point bf'in
 that, almost at the outset, 
they cut out the liquor rlepartment, 
action which thev never had cause to 
regret. When he and Mr Barr dis- 
solvf'd partnerhiu, about JR8;, he con 
tinned to cio business prosperously at 
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the old stand until 18g9. Then the 
fine building, with its up-to-dat9 ap- 
pointments, and the whole of the 
large stock were destroyed by fire. 
He did not rebuild and no longer 
carried on the general business. ThEl 
site, however, he retained unt.il the 
present year (1907) when he disposed 
of it to another party. 
N ot lon
 after Mr Wl"i
ht set up hi!òl 
home, he purchaseil the Dr. Evan's 
resiilence to wh i
h several acres of 
land were attached. He tllen turned 
his attention to dairying, horticulturEl 
and pomolo'!y, in which lin
s his 
name is well kr.own throughout the 
Province. His experim('uts in seek- 
in
 to semue varieties of apple trees 
t;uited to tile climatic conrlitions have 
been worth very mu('h to our North- 
ern Counties and well deserved the 
J)onor which he has long heM as a 
Director of the Provincial Horticult- 
ural Society. 
He, early, secured f'lxperts to giv9 
demonstrations on butt('r making 
throughout the Cuunt:y, which le.1 to 
the institution of" Travf\llin
 Dair- 
ies." He was largely in..trumentaI. 
along with Mr Barr, in makin
 the 
Sonth Rpnfrew Farmers' Instit.ute 
succe..sful and of large advanta
e to 
many of our farmers. His crowning 
success in this line was attained when, 
as a result of his efforrs largely, the 
Renfrew Creamery was completed and 
opeJwd by Lor,l Aberdeen, after which 
date Renfrew became known as "The 
Creamery Town." 
About the middle "eighties" his 
onthnsia
m took the direction of elec- 
trical reseat"ch, which led to his in- 
stalling the fir'!t lighting plant in this 
section. To this branch business he 
still clings amI his five sons are fol- 
lowing in his foot!':teps with eminent 
success He is at the pr9sent time 
Pre..iclent. of the Canadian Ele
trical 
Association. 
In all these years he has been Kn 
educational force in the community, 
being one of the perpetual members of 
the School Board and deserving of 
much of t:he crecHt for Renfrew's fav- 


ourable standing as an educational 
centre. 
Fl."om the first he took active in- 
terest in municipal and political 
Kfrairs but. mainly because he was 
t!.ltra-progressive in his ideas, it was 
long the case, as he said himself, that 
he could not hope to hold any office 
by election. With the beginning of 
the new century, however, the place 
which suited well his varied gifts 
was bestowed upon him and he is now 
serving his second term as Member for 
South Renfrew in the Commons. His 
electors all arlmit that he has been a 

oorl representative, though of course 
he will have to fight his way if he is 
to remain in the posit.ion for other 
terms. 
He and Mrs Wright have always 
taken dAep interest in the moral wel- 
fare of the community, not only by 
gpnerously aiding every movement in 
that ilirection, but also by a long and 
faithful personal 
ervice. It is a 
very quiet home life that they lead 
togpther now. as practically all their 
family have 
one out to their life 
work elsewhere. but they continue 
their int.erest in what is going on 
around them. Mr Wright, of course, 
is as active anil pushin
 in his par- 
ticular lines as ever he was awi Mr
 
Wri
ht ilfwotes much time to church 
anil temperance work. 
In 18
(1. Mr and MrR Jas, Carswell, 
who were both natives of Pakenham 
township and who were married the 
precAdin
 year, t;et DP their hOlDe on 
the site now oC'cupieti by Carswell & 
Co's store. He came as the represent- 
ative of the firm of 1:histle. Francis 
& Carswell. then working on the 
Black Donald Creek limits and, after 
18
7, on the Petawawa limitR. In 
those clays, when sUDpli
s could 
et no 
fnrther 
han Almont(', or after a. 
while to Sand Point, when also, the 
visiting of the shanties entailed many 
long drives, Mr Carswell was a very 
busy man indeed. Hi!!! business 
brought him into contact with many 
people, to whom he commended him- 
self from the first as a straight-for- 
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ward. reliable man, whose kinilly 
nature and readiness to lend a h'3lp- 
ing haml to friends, to those who did 
business with him and to his 9m_ 
ployees, made him very popular. His 
reputation has continued throughout 
all the year
 an
1 there is no more 
highly respected man in our town than 
the quiet, home-loving occupant of 
ttle "Hill" residence. In 1872, his 
first home was destroyed by the ili
- 
astrous fire that demoli"heil the Fpr- 
guson blop.k which toIroo(l alnngsHe, 
At that timA Mr Oarswell bought one 
of the RobNt McIntyre farms and 
built on the iileal Sp8t known as 
"The Hill." Farming being very 
much to his tastp, he afterwar(ls he. 
p.ame the most. extelJo;;ive lanil-owner 
in our neighborhoorl bv Fecuring a 
large block of the M'JDou
all Estate. 
ThAre he has extensive herds of HerA' 
fod aud Poll Angu
 cattle, and car- 
ries on farming operations with great 
Z9St. aurt probably with profit 
Well on iu the "eighth
s," he tnI'D- 
ed his attention to another branc.h of 
InmbAring. w h t3n, in company with 
Harvey Francis, a nephew, hp built a 
large s
wmill at Oalahogie. In a few 
YAar
 VIr Francis retirerl TII
n the 
late Eiwarrt Mackay, who becamp his 
son-in-law, took up the partnership, 
giving hiI'! att<mtion also to the ex- 
tensive stores which were openeil in 
Renfrew and Calabogie. 'fo these 
business interests Mr Carswell has 
devoted himself almost entirely since 
1\lr Mackay's death, At the present 
time he is seeking to dispose of the 
Oalabogie business, as lumber is gpt- 
ting scarce. Thus, it seems that he 
may soon confine himself to the 
dir9ction of his farm and his other 
iuterests in town, finCling in that way 
such healthful scope for his energies 
a
 is necAssary, for he is yet. a com- 
paratively young and vigorous man. 
He ha
 all along t
kgn a deep in 
terest in agricultural affairs Ff'r 
years he wrought with characteristic 
f'uf'rgy a"4 President of t!le S. Renfrew 
Agricultural Society, he and his 
friand RobArt M('Laren-so long Sec- 


retary - standing by it through a 
I' wilderne
s journey" of over thirty 
years, after which they handed it over 
8S a flourishing institution into other 
hands. Similar wo!'k has been done 
by him as Presirlent of the Creamery 
00., which he has carefully pilOtAd 
through many difficultiAs and if; now 
('onfirlently hnpi ng that he shall soon 
have the plf'a<;ufP of declaring a divi- 
dend, On other Boards, al
o, h", haR 
ililigAIlt.ly sennlt, in every caSA plaf'- 
ing those whos", intArests he carntl for 
nnder great o'Jlig<!.tion to him, 
There is no rloubt of his interest 
in municipal mat.ters but, pxeept. at 
one or two critical periorls in our 
history. he has d9clin
,l to ta.ke a 
plRce in the Couucil. In politics, 
also, he is known only as a quiet. 
though no rlonht an interestf'd and 
effective worker. 
At home. where he rlelights to be, 
one gets to know him as the genial 
whole-souled frienrl, generous anrl 
friendly above mo
t men, Tl u '\re, 
also, Mrs Carswpll holds loving sway 
find, together, they rlevise many hAlp- 
fnl ministries which ar'3 quietly 
c
rried out, but which have brought 
Clomfort. an'! connge to many in 
t.imes of rlistreOõ;s aud need, Their 
family arA all UAar by them, which 
maktJs thAm WflU cnntent, Tfl11
 the 
years are passing. but the fervent 
wish of their many friendR is that 
t.hey may yet be 
parect to pass many 
and happy years amongst "'us. 
Alex. Harnpt's early days were 
spent on the farm at Ashdod, Town- 
ship of Bagot, which he still hoM'!. 
Whilst yet a lad hA went to the 
shanty, where hA Rtearlily rose until 
he bpcame well known as a thorough- 
ly equippf'd bm;h-man. Not content 
with eIVen a foreman's position, he 
commencAct busines8 for himself in 
1860, opf\ratin
 for five yearf; on the 
Malta waska, w here he made head way 
from the beginning, clearing about 
fi2,OOO b the thirrl .vear, but lost most 
of that in a couple of bad years fol- 
lowing, Nothing daunted, he wrought 
011 thf' Bc,nnecherp in lRIÎf), still 
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"making good." In 186(j, he and. 
Wm. Bannerman bought a slllall limit 
on the Little Bonnechere which they 
wrought for two years. Then Wm. 
Mackay came to their aid, the Little 
Bonnechere Ii nAÌts as a whole were 
purchased. flOm the Egan estate, and. 
the firm of Barnet. Bannerman & Co. 
Soon beca me known as one of the 
t:louri
hlng conC9rns of th
> Upper 
Ottawa. In 11574-. Bannerman retired., 
the firm of Barnet. and Mackay con- 
tinuing the bus mess with 
u('h pru- 
dence and energy that they weathered 
the 
torlllS that swamped so m
ny 
strong conuerns about 1878. and car- 
ried on t.heir business t;hereafter with 
marvellous sup-cess, at length selling 
out their hoMing to th9 McLaehlins 
at. a very high price, near the enti of 
the "eighties." 
In 1
(i9, M:r Barnet also entered 
into part.nership with T. Mackie, of 
Pembroke, in working a small limit 
near J.Jake Dare, which le(l to their 
working together in other ventures 
t.ill on in th"l "nineties," with very 
successful reRults. 
In lSI;7 he marrie'l Miss Green, tak- 
ing h8r to the aU home in Ashdo(l for 
two 
7pars, lu orrler to be neaT Ìlis 
bu"inp"s centre. thpy then came to 
Renfrew. settli ng first in the house 
on the Dr Evans' estate, just south of 
thf-\ creek. In 18iO, they removed to 
the house then on the site of their 
present finA resirlence, which with 
the 5
 acres attached he purchased 
from Wm. Bannerman. In the com- 
fortable old house most of théir fhomi- 
Iy of ten chi ldren were born anrl the 
years glid.ed bv in joy. Th9Y have 
had thf\ir slune of joy also in the new 
home, but mingled with lasting heart- 
sorraw, as two promising sons have 
bf'en calle!1 away, the tJIder of the 
tWQ being drowned at the mouth of 
the Petawawa when hiF! father was 
nearby. 
Many happy gathe1'Ïngs of frienrls 
have tlwre been in their comfortable 
home, plea"ant memorie'! of which 
linger with those who were privileged 
to ta,ke part. Now, when 
o many of 


t.he sons and daughters are away, 
there is less stir, but always a heart} 
welcomg to those who spend n. little 
while with them in their quieter home 
life. 
Perhaps the most leisurely time i::. 
his busy life was that whinh he en- 
joyed after the Honnechere limits 
were sold. It was not to be expected 
t.Jmt so pushin
 a lllan should retin. 
whil
t yet so young. So. in a couple 
of years he was at work 'again in his 
oIrl line, beginning also to initiate his. 
boys into its mysteries, and with 
them as helpers, he has cont:nuerl 
successfully ever since. In that line, 
also, be has bonght and solrl to ad- 
vantage and has extensive interests in 
British Columbia. In other lines, also, 
he has tried his hallrl awl report says, 
with gratifying results, In fact he 
is rAputed to be a kinrl of Midas anrl 
that all he t.ouches is sure to turn 
into gold. The truth 1s, no doubt, 
that hA is a prunent. careful. farsee. 
ing man who gives his close!';t atten- 
tion to any business which he under- 
tak
B amI SQ is generally successful. 
One thing is generally arlmitterl, that 
in his prosperity he still continues 
the same true hearted, ilelpful friend 
that he was in the early days. 
He has not mixed much in muni- 
cipal affair
 but, in some critical 
times. he ha
 readily taken hoM and 
has taken a sero.t in the Council. 10 
politics he has been more ßctiv
, but 
he has steadily refused to becomtJ the 
candidate of his party. He has given 
advice, time and other airl to enter- 
prises promot('rl for npbnilrling the 
town, such as the Creamery. 
To all good causes he is a generous 
cont.ributor and in R very quiet way 
he has lent a strong helping hand to 
very many, 
Of late years his health has been 
rather delicate but, as he takes gr
at 
care, his friends hope tI
at Iw may 
be long spared. to us yet, for he is one 
of those who can ill be sparerl, having 
this best of all records th.at, in the 
"highest sense" he is a good man. 
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Wm. Bannerm'ln was one of several 
brothers who came from Scotland in 
this period, all findin
 occupation in 
or about Renfrew through the help of 
their uncle, Wm. Mackay. About 
1864, Wm. Bannerman was a alerk in 
his uncle's branch store in Burns- 
town, where he not only gained 
knowledge of Canadian busine
s 
methods, but al"o became personally 
popular. AH ha
 been alreadv noted, 
he entered into partnership with A. 
Barnet, in 1866. and. as Mr Mackay 
joined them a little later, the con- 
cern prospered greatly. 
Mr Bannermall, about 1868, married 
a young lady from Eganville, settling 
in the house which was so long the 
home of Mr Barnet. In 1870 hR pur- 
chaspd "Greenlaw." long the home 
of Wm. Morris which then again be- 
came a popular place to which to 
drive out with intent to spend a 
pleasant evening. . 
In 1874 he retir0d from the firm 
with ",uch large assets as might have 
assurpd him a lifetime of luxurious 
leisure. But he had determined to 
devote himself to politics, to whIch he 
gave most of his attøntion for several 
years. After a cuuple of unsuccessful 
contests he became the member' for 
South Renfrew for rlie CommonH. 
Ullfortunate Yenture
 in hunb0ring, 
about 1878, tlãe 11Il:tvy exp3nse of so 
many hotly contested elections anll 
his general open-hander1ness to the 
large numb3r who Rought his ßid soon 
landed him in financial difficulties, 
which, in that. time of "ire depres- 
sion, he could not overcome, which 
led to the lo:-;s of his wAalth, much 
of which was unduly sacrificed. He 
then went to position in the North 
West and. at length, to California, 
where he !'till 1iV6
, Warm-hearted 
and geuer.)us to H. fault, thAre are 
many who have good cause to re- 
member him in the kindliest way. 
John Bannerman, who also waH 
clerk for his uncle in Renfrew, suc- 
ceeded hi
 brother in the branch at 
Burnstown. In two or three years 
he returned to entpr into partnership 


with P. S. St8wart, in which he was 
assisted b.v his brother William. He 
sold to Jas. Stewart in 1872, after 
which he began to turn his attention 
to lumbering, especially after William 
turned to politics, but, 8S we have 
seen, their venture did not pan out 
well. He had married after his re- 
turn to Renfrew and, eventually, he 
secnred a good position on the C. P. R. 
at Kamloops, whither they removed 
in the early 'eighties.' Later, he 
was in bn
iness in Vancouver fU}I't is 
said to be now in quite comfortable 
circumstances in t.hat city. 
The other brothers, James, Sage and 
,Joseph, also wpnt Wt'st amI have 
founrl théir place in the Province of 
Alberta. 
J. L, McDougall, Jr., was one of 
Renfrew's bright boys who too::': a 
foremost place in Mathematics when 
he graduated at Toronto University 
(likely our first graduate). Hoon he 
wa
 called, thro ugh the death of hi3 
father, to the strùn nous practi('a I task 
of managing the large estate. With 
all diligence he devotPd himfo;elf to 
this work and with n large me
$llIfI 
of success. Renfrew was proud of 
him as a scholar. was even prouder 
of him as a devoted son aucl brother, 
anll had great satisfaction in the way 
he threw himself into the business of 
life. Thus, when at Coufpderation 
da.v, the South Ridin
 was formed. he 
was elected both to tile Legislature 
anrl the Commons. When dual repre- 
s(\ntation was abolished he sat in the 
Commons with a short intermis!-.ion, 
till 1878. at which timi} he was ap- 
pointed Auditor-General for th9 Dom- 
inion, a position which he resigne,i a 
couple of years ago. 
In 186H he Antered into partnership 
with H C. Mills in lumbering' on 
limits they purchased on the Du 
Moine River, For years they seemed 
tf) be making good but, when the 
depression came, (1878) they could 
not weather the gale and the Mc- 
Dougall estate was heavily involvpd. 
In 18ìO, he marrierl Marion Morris, 
whose bright anrl affable disposition 



THE STORY OF RENFREW. 


127 


and winning personality made her 
very popular and their home was one 
of the most attractivA in our com- 
munity. He w!"s helpful to the 
town's general interest.s, especially 
in negotiatioD'3 about thfi1 Railway, 
but the increasing pressure of his 
business 
ausej him soon to withhold 
himself from hoMing any municipal 
office. Their removal to Ottawa 
made quite a blank and many follow- 
ed his ca.reer with interest for years 
after. That he hacj p9culiar fitness 
for the position has been well attested 
and he has set a high standard of ex- 
cellence! for t,hose who may be his 
successors. 
III recogni tion of h is scholarly at- 
tainment.s his Alma Mat.er bestowed 
on him the honorary degree of LL.D. 
He has had recognition, also, of hi'l 
distinguiRherl services to the State, 
having been created a C. M. G. at the 
time of the Prince of Wales' visit to 
Canada. A serious attack of paralysis 
which occurred not long after his re- 
tirement caused much aaxiety to hie 
friends but, happily, he has so far re- 
covered that there is hope that he 
may yet do useful work, anrl be spared 
to those who are in his home for years 
to comf\. 
Samuel McDougall was only a lad 
at the time of his father's death, but 
soon after he bename initiated int.o 
busine<;s under diroctior of his 
brother. Thus. about the enrl of this 
period he was act.iyply engaged in 
the management of the part of t.he 
estate which includerl the store and 
the saw mill. McDougall and Bell 
became partners for some years in the 
genprd business, doing a very con- 

dderable trarle, which was much 
fostered by its connnection with the 
other McDougall interests. In the 
crisis, which came about 1878, Sam- 
uel managed to retain a footing', 
eventually moving up town to the 
new brick store, almost opposite th
 
Ottawa House, where for a number 
of years he (lid an extensive and pro- 
fit.able general business, besides some 
jobbing in lumber and produce. In 


the meantime he married Miss 
Rochester, a sister on the mother's 
sirle of Mrs .T. L. Mc Dougall, jr., and 
much lik'3 her in disposition, as well 
as of like popularity in our social 
circles. They set up their home on 
Renfrew street, and there, surrounded 
in the end by a large family, they 
passed many happy years. Mr Mc- 
Dougall, in later years, removed 
further down the street, but perhaps 
made a mistake in getting so far 
from the business centre. Anyway 
he did not find it answer and, as 
there were openings for the sons and 
daughters in Ottawa, the whole fam- 
ily removed there some four or five 
year!'! ago, thus severing the last link 
in connection of our most consider- ' 
able pioneer family with Renfrew. 
Alexander McDougall, who turned 
his attention to the farming opera- 
tions of the estate, and who after his 
marriage lived a short distance from 
town on a farm on the ' , McDougall 
road, " about the end of the "Seven- 
ties" went on an exploring trip to 
the West, his brother Campbell ac- 
companying him. Very sadly it hap- 
pened that, when in the mountain 
region, an unsusppcted heart weakness 
developed, by which he was suddenly 
cut off, which, as will be easily 
understood, plungf'd his near relations 
into deepest sorrow and caused genu. 
in9 gripf to the many friends amongst 
whom he had been so popular. 
Campbell McDougall was yet at 
school in this period but, in the later 
"Seventies, " he found employment in 
the Post Officp with Mr Mackay, 
where he remained several Y9ars, be- 
coming also one of the most popular 
young men of our village. Later, he 
entered the service of one of the Nova 
Scotian banks, being quickly appoint- 
ed Agent of one of its branches. 
Afterwards he married and was pro- 
moted to a more important Agency. 
But after a few years, the asthma 
which had seized him in boyhood 
became so threatening that he re
 
moved to Southern C!l.lifornia, where 
he busied himself at fruit raising. 
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At length the asthwa returned, gained 
the ruaster
' and ('arried him off, in 
t.he "nineties," whilst comparatively 
a young man. Of the rlaughters. Mis" 
Ml'Dougall was h9r mot.her's com- 
panion to the end, another is l\fr
 
Loudon. wife of ex.President Loudon 
of the University of Toronto, aurl tile 
third is the wife of Mr Allan, a bank. 
er in Halifax, 
Of the members of the family of the 
pioneer James Stewart of the second 
line of Horton who became helpful 
workers in our midst, 1\1:rs Geo. Eady 
and Mrs James Ward have been al- 
ready mentioned. 
John Stewart, ,vhe sl1cceerled h
" 
father in the old homestead. was with 
us for a time in his early days. when 
he learned th9 tra,le of shcemaking 
with Wm. Dickson. He be,.ame hettpr 
known to us later Oil, whei] he anr1 
his like-miuderl wife became nO(ec1 
for th9ir hospitality and for their 
abuwlant kindness to th
 neerly aJlrl 
distff's
erl. Now that. sile who so 
100'iugly 
,ide'l him in all these a
ts 
of kiJHlne
s has been caUN! away, I.e 
has becoUle 
nch a frf'quent. visitor 
anrl is so rlaeply interested in the 
charitable work of onr town. that. he 
is cOlmtel1 a;; Qno of t.he good helpprs 
on whom we ('au always fI'Ily, True- 
hf'arted and open hanrlC'd fri9IHl that 
he is, he is loved by I
 any and re- 
spected by all who know him. 
James Stewart was one of the a.'tive 
young men of the village in the 
early years of thi" period, when he 
learnerl and wrought at the tr.pde of 
tinsrJJithing with .TanH's Warr!. After 
a whUe he settled (lown to business 
in that line in Pembroke, where he 
still continues and when' he has done 
hi
 share in the development of the 
town 
Donald StAwart was a teach
r in 
his e
rly days. He turned asirle from 
that for a :year or two, going' t.o 
Montreal, first to a Busine
s College. 
afterwhrl1s to a situation as book- 
keepr>r, After flh return I.e was for 
several years the successful Principal 
of our }lu1Jlic school, holdin
 that 


position till the end of 1872. He 
then removen to Fembroke, accepting' 
thp position of bookkeeper for one of 
the lumbering aUll milling concerns, 
Before leaving here he had married 
a Miss Ferguson from the neIghbor- 
hood of Smith's Falls aUtI as they were 
both very pop-.:lar, as well as helpful 
worker
, there wa:s much regret when 
tht''y renlOven. HappiJ:y. thf')' returu- 
sri after four or five Yf\ars, he hecom- 
ing bookkel'pf'r for Barnet and 1\Iao- 
ka)'. :ge l"ontinu'2d with Mr Baruet. 
ill all his rf'lllaining years, hohling 
also (he position of Collector of 
Cu..;tom
 for many 
ear8 
After thpir return thf'Y speedil
' 
fell into their 0111 placf\, (,heirs being 
one of those bright, cheery home
 in 
which friends are rleligJ1tf'rl to whil(1 
awa
' an hour. Man
v a game of 
quoit.s was f'ager!v ('üutf>sted in the 
:varll, few being able to 'best' "NIl' 
St.ewaI t ill tha.t favorite pastime of 
t.hosf' ,la
's, An euthn;;iast was he at 
croqlwt, f1180. when it was in \-ogue. 
At lengt.h he gavl
 himsf'lf wit,IJ his 
whole heart aud IlIh!ht to r'urliug. 1w- 
coming onf' of the ('ra('k pla,n-'r
 af 
tile Renfrf'w dub, The
e, for niver- 
son a))(l ueeded ex
rciF;e. but he never 
allowf'd them to interfere with the 
higher work to wh ich he devoterl 
himself with pepuliar helpfulness fmd 
zeal. 
To the SOilS of T(lmperance he gave 
\'aluable aid, a3 he did also to the 
RibLe 
HHI Trp,ct Sodeties and similar 
agencies for promoting the moral 
welfare of the communit,y. Perhaps 
the work ill which ht) delighted most 
aurl in whi('h he exerterl the largeRt 
influ
m('e, was that conuecterl with 
teaching the bible ('la Q 8 Î"..l St. An- 
<1rew'8 Church. Year after year he 
was always at. his post.. alwR)'s pre- 
paren a))(l always prf'ssing home th9 
truth on the Ireart
 of thosl'l he taught. 
No man of his day did more import- 
ant work or was more helpful to the 
ministers, or to the best interests, of 
that congregation, of which he was 
in his latter years an honored ancl 
effi('ient elder. He al<.;o han an abirl- 
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ing inter'3st in the educational inter- 
ests of the town and gave long and 
valuable servine as a Trustee. 
As it seemed to us, too eaIly he 
was call'3d away from all the service 
for which he was so fitted and which 
he did so well. For, just as the new 
cûnt.ury had well begun, he contracted 
pneumonia, which speedily carried off 
this good anll faithful man from the 
loved ones in the home, from the em- 
ployer who loved :;\nd trusted him as 
a fdend, and from the many on whom 
his work harl made lasting impres- 
sions for good. A just man he, and 
his memory eudures in the commun- 
ity in which he held so distinctive 
and honorable a place. 
Mrs Stewart, with her son and three 
daughtf'rs, still remain with us. She 
keeps up her interest iu the work to 
which thpy delighterl to ilevote the .,- 
selves together in the happy days of 
the past so there is much peace and 
brightness il1 the old home still. 
Several cousins of the Stewarts just 
mentioned-sons of Daniel Stewart, an 
Admaston pioneer who eventually set- 
tlerl in Horton north of the Bonne- 
chere-have also been effective hel!JPrs 
in the up-building of the town. 
Peter S. Stewart came from the 
farm in 1863, to take a junior's place 
in Wm Mackay's store. The inl1ica. 
twns are that. hB wr.ought h
lfri and 
had ambitious views, .For, in no 
long time he became Mr Mackay's mOfit 
trusted assistant in the store and post 
office. In 18()7 he sought a wider 
spherA, entpring into partuership with 
Malcolm B McIntyre. another clever 
young clerk in the village. Thpv en- 
tered on a general business in the 0111 
Mair store on tho site of the present 
Stewart Bros.' block, whkh site P. S, 
purchased early. Being alreany favor- 
ably known, they prospered from the 
outfiet, McIntyre, howevf'r, .'Roon saw 
a more attractive opening in connec- 
tion with thA old R. McIntyre busi- 
ness, which le(1 him to dissolve part- 
nership with Stewart in 1 Rti9, John 
Bannerman at once took the vacant 
plac9, which he held till 1872. at 


which date Jas. Stewart came from 
Middleville, bringing abundant ex- 
perience and energy, with consider- 
able cash. He bought out Banner- 
man, and, in about a year, arrangp.- 
ments were completed for a large ex- 
tension of Peter's alreadv flourishing 
business. Two firms were formed: 
that known as Stewart Bros., doing a 
general business a.t the old stand: and 
that known as P. S. Stewart & Co.- 
of which .Tohn Smith (tanner) was 
for a ti me a partnf'r, - -confining tõ 
hardware, being housed first in the 
stone store Dear the Exchange Hotel. 
About 1878, John Smith retired. from 
the latter firm anil removal was made 
to the store. thp.n purchased from R. 
C. Mills, in which the business is 
still carried on. 
In 18il Mr Stewart married a daugh- 
ter of JOlin Smith (tanner,) then be. 
ginning' that quiet, plea
allt home life 
of which their frient1s know anll in 
which their son amI <laughters have 
grown up, have beC'n carefully nurtur- 
f'1l, well ednratf'1l anll in 8,'er)' way 
prepuerl for the duties of life. Quiet 
lif9 thpy prefer, hut thpy alA def'ply 
interested i
 all the best work going 
on arounn them, for the furtherance 
of which they rlelight to plan, to put 
forth thø helpful haw I, and to give 
generous aid. 
No man in the community is more 
trusted, nor is there anyone who haR 
a more thorough and intelligent grasp 
of aff1\irs, Thus, he was in a manner 
foreen by his fellow oitizens to give 
his attention to municipal matters at 
a very critical period and was for a 
number of years Rf!eve oÎ the village. 
Tlum, when many were looking that 
he would one day be Mayor of the 
town that had been set up, he an- 
nounced that his work was done (how 
well we all knew) and he went back 
to the quiet life. 
A 'Jont fOlJ.r vears ago the long time 
partnership "as r:3-arranged. Then 
emergf'n the firm uf P. S. Stewart & 
Son, the father having trained his 
only son for some vears to take the 
place he now hold:'l. Both Mr aull 
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:Mrs Stewart are so comparatively 
young yet that friends hope that, sur- 
rounded as they are by children and 
grandchildren, there may be many 
helpful and happy years before thesð 
faithful helpers of the years gone by. 
J'\mes Stewart went from the Ad- 
maston farm to Carleton Place as far 
back as the "fifties." He learned 
tinsmithing under the eye of James 
Ward, who was at that time an em 
ployee of his brother, David Ward. 
When his apprentice'3hip ended, he 
went west and wrought for a consirl- 
erable time at 05hawa, where he met 
with the wéll-known Edward C
rs- 
well aud was confirmed in those 
strong temperance i1eas to which he 
has always adhered. Returning to 
Carleton Place, he began to devote 
himself to the business sid9 of David 
Warrl's undertakings, which led to his 
employment, after a while, in a 
branch store at Middleville. About 
18!);) he bought out the premises and 
stock of that busilll-\s
 and, as there 
was a dwelling attach9'Ì, he per- 
suarled Miss AtIleck to take charge 
and has found her goodly fellowship 
and thrifty housewifery to have been 
among the chief blessings of his life. 
For teu years he wrought on content- 
edly and prosperously. Then, quite 
suddenly there carnl'! the opportunity 
to sell out and. almost before he 
knew that it was in earnest, he found 
himself out of business:. Coming at 
once to Renfrew, he negotiated the 
partnership with hi:.; brother which 
we have already noticed; built the 
neat brick houae on Argyle street 
which, when his family had become 
large, he exchauged for his present 
desirable residønce; and settled down 
as manager of Stewart Bros.' firm. 
Year by year, the busine
s increased 
until it was found necessal'Y to build 
t.he brick block (about 1883) in which 
the business is stilI carried on. He 
speedily became known as one of our 
most reliable bnsin9ss men, cautions, 
shrewd, far seeing and, all along, 
especially successful as a dealer in 
grains 
nd dairy prúduce. 


Hi:! intelligent interest in outside 
affairs and his good reputation as a 
mau of businAss have resulted in his 
being called upon to occupy various 
positious of trust, On several occa- 
sions l1e has held a seat in the Coun- 
cil For many 
ears he was a member 
of the School Boarl!. A 11 Blong he 
has been Olle of the most active direc- 
tors of the Creamery Co. For more 
than t\\ enty VAars ho has lleen an 
elrler in St. Andre\v's Church, and 
for most of that tim'3 oue of its most 
efficient Sabbath School teacher'!. In 
short he has been one of our helpful 
m9U, a sound advisor, a prudfmt ad- 
mini!'trattJr and a generous sllpp
rter 
of every good cause. 
He and Mrs Stewart have been 

reatly blessed in their large family. 
so responsive have they been to their 
loving home train iug amI so thor- 
oughly havA they taken a
valJtage of 
the t:xcellent educational privileges 
which were provi,}ed for them. His 
elriest son-Daniel W.-i'3 now his 
right hanrl man in the firm: James is 
a distinguished engineer in the Pitts_ 
burg, Pa., region: E. J. is one of 
our young htwyprs (all of these are 
distinguished 
rar:tuates of Queen's 
College); two of his daughters are 
married, the other
 are in the home 
or engaged in teaching anil his young- 
est son is likel)- to follow his brothers 
in attending Queen',!. 
:Mr Stewart is still at the olll stann, 
hearty and fit. for business; whi1!'t 
Mrs Stewart still holds loviug sway 
in the home, May they both be with 
us for many years to come! 
Donald Stewart was with us in this 
period devoting himself to busines
 in 
various lines. For a time he was tlu.) 
village butcher aUII for another whi1q 
he was in the livery business, Ho 
C'ontinued with us till well on in the 
seventies, married a Miss Gibbons 
and, eventually, took the Western 
fðver, emigrating to Dakota, where 
he has done well. 
Robert Stewart learned the trade of 
harness-making, iu which he became 
an expert. About the end of this 
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period IJe entered into partnersh i p 
with another expert named Hill. In 
th(j little store on t.he corner where 
the Barnet block now stands, he did 
quite an extensive bnsinpss in t
e 
early "slwenties." Hill afterwarris 
went to OttawR but Stewart remainod 
with us until the "ei
hties." He 
marrief} a daughter of David Airth 
ani! their home was in the brick 
building near the corner of James 
Street. Shl
 cHerl there, fifter whi'-'h 
LvII' Stewart; anrJ thA family removed 
to Whnipeg, in whif'h city anrl in 
Brandon he has h8M goo(i positions 
in vRrious large estaùlishment8 in his 
own line of work. 
David Stewart came from tIle farm 
also, finding employment with hiA 
brothers Peter anrl T)onal
1. Event- 
ually, however, he returne.l to farm 
life and now livps aùout thrpe miles 
from the village on the Aclamston 
I'oad. 
.T. R. Stpwart, who, beioTJging to 
auothpr branch of the Stewart family 
and whose fRther was 011e of the f'et 
tIers ün t,he second line along side of 
the pioneer James St::Hvart, left the 
farm which he had inherited and hall 
wro1!ght for some years, coming to 
Renfrew well on in the .. sixtins. " 
He then set up a grocery in James 
A irth's old stand in which he was 
largely successful. In a few years he ' 
purchasðd from Robert MoLaren the 
lot on the opposite corner, on which 
he built the store and dwelling now 
ownec1 by Davirl Barr. There he con- 
tinued in businpss until his health 
faile"l and he rlipd about the enrl of 
the "eightias." His eldest son, Don- 
ald, has been with us at intervals, 
engaged as a clerk anrl enjoying our 
<,stepTn. Thn othf'r members of the 
family-two! "OIl,'; aUti onl'l daughter- 
have found their places in the West. 
J\fr Stewart was an honorable, warm. 
hearted man, pHossìf\nately fond of 
music and especially of the music of 
the pipes, which always Sl::Jt his C(jltic 
blooc1 on fire. He married a sil!>ter of 
Robert McLaren's, a woman of lovely 
character, whoso home training of her 


chilrlren wade lasting impr()ssions for 
good upon thor;q of them who, at the 
ti me of her rleath, where old enough 
to carr)' 011 her instructions with 
them iuto t.li9ir li'\'es. 
DnUCfm F. Stewart. about 18ÔO, 
came froUi the adjoin;ng township to 
enjoy th9 educational advant.ages of 
our Gramm'1r school. For some years 
he taught with succes!' in the country 
schof)ls of the viciI1itv. He then 
accompanied his friend Donald Stew- 
art in attending a Busiuess Oollege 
iu MllntrC'al, iu which city he after- 
warlis held a situation for a time. 
In 1868, he returned to Renfrew, 
opening then a grocery in t.he O'Con- 
nor building near the ('reek; about 
the !"ame time marrying Miss John- 
son, of Bonnechere. Comfortable in 
his home life aud reasouably prospered 
in business, he continued at the same 
f'tanå till well on in the "seventies" 
when he AoM out to Mc.:\ rthur and 
McNab. Soon after he established on 
a small scalo the marble cutting bm;Ï. 
ness in which he continued and, as he 
was himself thp "traveller," added 
cousirlerably to his income by work- 
ing up quite a Fire Insurance busi. 
ness. Just when he seemed in the 
way of becoming very comfortable, 
anr1 whilst yet a comparatively young 
aud vigorous man, he was-about 18g5 
-strinkeu down quickly by an attack 
of typhoid. 
For a short time hiA son George 
was able to carryon the Fire Insur- 
ance Agencies, but both he and the 
elder of his two sisters became victims 
of consumption at a very early agð. 
Thus, by the end of the centnry, Mrs 
Stewar1i and her youngest daughter 
were left alone in the old home. 
There they live still and enjoy the 
esteem and Aympathy of the friends 
who know of the pathway of trial in 
which they have been mfjde to pass. 
Mr Stewart. who was an ener
etic 
Rud well-informed man, was specia lly 
interested in our educational affairs 
to which he rendeied good service as 
a School Trustöe, but his frequent 
journeyings did not permit of l.is 
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devoting much time to other matters 
outside his business. 
Donald Stewart, who came from 
Beckwith about ]866, wrought as a 
journeyman blacksü1ith with John 
O'Harro, for two or three yea,rs. 
Being an expert tradesman, with con- 
siderable push, he, in 1869, set up 
business in the Knight shQp which 
stood on the present site of the Barnet 
Block, Thos. Knight being in partner- 
ship with him for a short time. Abont 
the same time ,he married Miss Mar.Y' 
Ann Moore. one of Renfrew's illuch- 
thought-of youn
 lacHes. For :years 
they had their bright and cheery 
home in the stone building opposite 
the shop, which he purchased and fit- 
ted Vl::Jry comfortably up when his 
business b9came prospßrous. He had 
an increasing and profitable trade till 
the later "seventies" when, in com 
mon with many uther tradesmen, he 
was hard hit by the then severe de- 
pressiou, Thinking to better his posi. 
tion, he removed to Voaglas, but, as 
the depression was felt there Rlso, he 
only remained two or three yeaTS. 
Returning to Renfrew, he a
h.in plied 
his trade in the old McTavish shop 
for about thre(j ypars. Becoming 
dissatisfied, he then jo;,n
<1 the Ren- 
frew contingent, who about the mid- 
clle "eighties" sl,ttlec1 in and arounc1 
Gra'Hi Forks, Dakota, The latest 
reports tell ns that Mrs Stewart is 
dead, that he and his children hRve 
been doing well, Rnc! that he himself 
is sti 11 vigorou
, anrl has serious in- 
tentions of nnkiog Rnothf'r move, and 
of settling in the Edmonton district. 
Thomas, son of Thomas Knight, one 
of the "ecooll line of Horton pioneers, 
serve1 his apprenticAship to the black- 
smith tr,ule in Arnprior. Ooming to 
Renfrew Rbout ]t:!I)(). hA wrought as 
journeyman with P 0 m
all and 
O'Harro until towarl1 the end of 18G8, 
aftC'rwards entering into partnership 
with D. Stewart in what becamA 
known as the Knight shop About 
this time, alsC\, he married, th(j part 
ners sharing in the home accommoda- 
tion of' the stone buildin
 opposite, 


for a time. Mr Knight went out with 
the Rerl River expedition and soon 
after his return went to Pembroke 
where, during the "seventies," he 
wrou
ht up a quite extensive busi- 
ness in blacksmithing and axe-mak- 
ing. When the depression came he 
found a change necessary and return- 
ing to Renfrew he took Stewart's 
place iD the old shop for several 
years, having his home for most of 
that time in the house en Opeongo 
St. which he purchased from Wm. 
Airth. At length the lure of the 
west laid hold on him and he remov- 
ed with his family to Chilliwack, 
B. 0., where he still remains and con- 
tinues at work. 
He was a well-doing, industrious 
man who had Rn abiding interest in the 
temperance and other moral and re- 
ligious work of the village, especially 
during the second period that he spent 
with 11S. He harl a considerable ap- 
titurle for teaching and a competent 
knowledge of the Scriptures, talents 
which he used to the advantage of 
tile young men of' those days by 
iv- 
ing up much time to Bible Class 
work, Thus, he was much missed 
when h(\ went West. 
Henrv Leggett, a native of Perth, 
came to learn the traòe of carriagp 
making with Jahn O'Harro aùout 18115. 
He took in the Red River expec1ition 
Hond after his return married Saloma 
HutchinR; at about the same time 
setting up ß carriage making shop, 
about oppo<;ite to the Ellis store. 
TtJNe he con tinned business until the 
later "eighties" when the westward 
tl'enò of lumbering- operations made it 
not so profitable. Aftf'r closing down 
he was still with us for a few :yaars, 
holdin
 the po
ition!'; of Ohief of 
Police, overseer of street improvf'- 
ments and !':ome subsirliary municipRl 
offices to which he walõJ well 
suited, and entitleò, as he had 
f'Ver been active in village affair
 aucl 
harl taken spaC'Íal interest in the fire 
company, of whi{'h he was the first 
and long-time Oaptain, He aud Mrs 
J..e
ó{ett were highly esteemf'd by a 
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large circltl of fdew1,:, who gre..tl
' 
regretted their dep'"\rt.nre about the 
end of the "eighties." at wl
ich time 
he s<<;Jcurðd a position with th,e Rath- 
bun Co. of Deseronto. Aftl-lr a num- 
ber of years they went to Ottawa, 
whf're their son Henry hold'3 a re- 
sponsible position in the American 
Bank Note Co., whilst the younger 
sou, .John, is well plaC'ed in Edmonton. 
At the end of their years. thE'f E' help- 
ers of the past were laid in our Goc1 's 
Acre Oll ThomscJIJ Hill, Mrs Leggett 
in 1905 and Mr Leggett a year later. 
Three brothers, .John, Alfred and 
Ðayid CRmo later ani] wrought in onr 
village but did not become rooted, as 
llid Hflnr.v; so their aft.er wandE'rings 
neE'rl not b3 narrated, 
Ben Laster, who haileel from the 
Oount.v of Pontiac, came to us in 
18 1 ;J, thfln speudiug three years as an 
apprentice to the blacksmith trade 
with Peter D.JUgall. For over three 
vear
 he wrou
ht a'! a journeyman in 
Pakenharn. bnt retnrnell to R9nfrew 
ill 1873, at which time he began busi 
ness on his own account in the shop 
a ' ljoinillg HE'llrv Leggett's carriago 
shop. After a while hE! took in a 
partner nameel Hennessy. 'Vho event. 
ually moved elsewhpre, leaving the 
busiues:i to Lestor, who h3s carried it 
on with a good measure of success 
ever si nee. For aU th
 }'ORrS that 
Leggett remained in business, L8ster 
and he wrought to each other's hands, 
but, when Leggett retirel
, these ad. 
joining shop'! on Main 
treet Ilad to 
give Wa} to a busille"s LJlock, which 
causerl Lester's removal to the shop 
ou Hall streot. where he is !':till vig. 
orously at work. He first married 
Ohristiana Beaudry, who died soon 
after the bilth of a son. who is now 
at. work in NAw Ontarin Later, he 
IllcUried a .Mi:ss G,.iu:sfortl of Leeds 
County, and in their home there have 
grown U;) six daughters, one of whom 
is now Mrs Bell, of Calgary, the 
othprs being all in positions in town. 
Tllf
re are a180 two boys who are yet 
at school. 
Mr I..f'ster has not taken any actIve 


part ill municipal affairs, except that 
for over twenty years he was an en. 
thusiastic mf!mber of Victoria 1!'ire 
Companv Rnd for some time Captain. 
He has been also for so mauy years 
an Oddfellow that he win soon be 
wearing the veteran '8 badge. He is 
a member anil a trustee of the Meth- 
odist church, in which he and his 
fRmily have IonA' b-'f'1l "m()ug the 
active worker:3. :\ wi therp. as well 
as beyond that palt:!, they are held in 
much esteem for tlwir work's sake. 
Thomas H9ndt3rsou. the eldAst son 
of Archibald Henderson, one of the 
most reSp:3ctArl and prn
ressi VfI of the 
McNab township':3 early settler!òJ, came 
to attend the Renfrew Grammar 
School in the begillL 1 ing of this period. 
He devoted himself tQ teaching-part- 
IV in McNab township and partly in 
Arnprior for four or five years. About 
1867 he returned to the villaøe as 
clerk for John McAndrew, with whom 
he remainell three years. Other three 
years he "followed the river" and 
eventually became a permanent and 
helpful factor in the life and upbuild- 
ing of Renfrew when, in 1873, he pur- 
chased the brick mßkinll plant which 
had beeu. used at the south side by 
Wm. Ferguson and commenced opera- 
tions north of the Jjonnechere. where 
his work is still carried on. We had 
not many brick bUlldiD
s then, bu(; 
Mr Henderson, by t.aking up the role 
of contractor as well as brickmaker, 
managed to add la!'gely to their num- 
ber as the years passed by. He show- 
ed himself energetic, reliabJe and well 
informerl; commended himself to the 
favorable notice of his fellow citi- 
zens. wrought his way to a f(ood 
moaSllre 'of prosperity and was called 
to the Council Board year after year 
in thA "eighties." In 1886 he marrierl 
Mis,,,; 
IeIntyre, a :toung lady who had 
then lately come from Scotland to 
join her sister-Mrd Lewis McDonald; 
and those who know the comfortable 
home in which they and their family 
live, know also that she has done 
much to help him on in the battle 
of life. From 1886 onward he W8 
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chosen Reeve for four successi ve years, 
since which time he has not sought 
preferment in that rlirection, although 
his practical knowlerlge ßS a builder 
has been Dlacerl at the serviee of the 
village and town in several years in 
which he has arten. as a
sessor. About 
ten years ago, he arlderl a tile mak- 
ing plant to his yarrls, a move which 
has boen h
lpful to the vicinity and 
appar
ntly to himself as well. In 
early days he was ûne of the en. 
thusiastic and capable curler!o1 who 
wel'e reJie
l ou to uphold the honour 
of Renfrew and oft8n he skipped his 
rink to victory, Now he is bu!"if'r and 
not so snpplð, EO he leaves the fray to 
yonnger men. His interest in Mason- 
ry was, anrl no rloubt is yet very keen, 
though nowadays he does not obey 
the summons every meeting night. 
But he is a square man, as e,'en the 
uninitiaterl can testify, an upright 
man, Rnd with the assistance of his 
boys now well grown and hard work- 
ing, he is pu!òhing forward, and is one 
of the practical hfllpers of the town's 
growth au,l prosporit.v. 
Robert Sim, -,vho wa!" born in North 
Sherbrooké, in early life learnerl, and 
continued to wC)rk at the trade of 
wagon making' at l\IcDonalrl'fI Cor- 
ners, A s9rious accirlent marle lighter 
employmp,nt arlvisa.ble anrl he then 
spent some time in Perth gaining a 
knoW'lerlge of the art of photography 
from an artist nameel Morrison. He 
came to RE'nfrew in 18/18, making a 
beginning in a portable gallery of 
Morrison's which stoorl on the O'Con- 
nor propert.y. In a couple of years he 
remov9rl to the corner of Opf'ongo 
street. and when Barr & Wright's 
block was built had to move to his 
present site. The large annual influx 
of shanty and rÍ\'er men made busi. 
ness brisk in his line in those early 
days. but he has quietly, attentivel.v 
awl obligingly maintainerl his grounrl 
through well nigh 40 years, thus 
making a goorl recorrl for himself. 
In 1870, he married a Miss Storie of 
Dalhousie Township anrl he and their 
many frienùs know that he has been 


peculiarly blE'ssed in the home life 
which was then began. Yet there are 
few homes which havA known more of 
suffering and trouble, for Mrs Sim has 
for many years been never free 
from the torture of rheumatism, has 
twice ha.l her hip fractured and in 
the present year has harl a slight stroke 
of paralysis. But there is, withal, 
brightness anrl contentment. in thpir 
home and no one goes there without 
being helperl by the recognition that 
she is one of those rare spirits, who 
in patience anrl in quiet confidence 
i" al'surerl tllRt, all that Gort does is 
best. Thus her shut.in life has bepu 
a gracion
 minifìtry which has h.\,1 
ap. enduring influence for good, not 
ouly in IJer own home, but also to J\ 
circle of attacherl friends blJyonrl. 
The glow of sunset hùgins to cast its 
rays on th
se gOOlt friends now, but 
the tender care of t.heir two rlaughters 
makes the home pleasant for them 
anrl no troul)le can rob the great 
Rufferer of the rici1 herita
e of peace 
which 'she has so long enjoyerl. 
Thos. J.Jeacy, who had learnerl thA 
blacksmith tra1e efficiently in Lanark, 
came to Renfrew about 18
8, and 
wroaght with .John O'Harro until he 
joine'i the Rell Ri,'er expedition. 
On his return, he formfld a partner- 
ship with Henry Leggett. these twû 
shopmates uniting their for
es tn be 
ginning a carriage ma
ing and black- 
smithing business in the adjoining 
shops which then stood on the present 
site of the upper McAndrew block. 
The partnership cuntinuei until 187S, 
when Mr Leacy removed to t;1e olrl 
McTavish shop, which was accoumed 
a peculiarly (\ligible sito. Perhaps, 
also, the fact that there was a dwell- 
ing honse attached had an influencE', 
as at that time hA married Miss Mary 
O'SullIvan, daughter of ,101m O'Sul. 
livan, of Admaston, thus largely arl- 
rl ing to the happiness aurI the success 
of h is life. . 
In 1875 he bought a property on 
Albert street South, near the ('orner 
of Opeongo street, on which stood a 
dWElling and an unfinishell buih1ing, 
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which latter he turned into a shop. 
There he built. up as substantial a 
business as there was in town, as the 
result of his industry, his excellence 
as a mechanic, his reliability as a 
man, Rud his obliglUg natere. There 
he continue,l until, in I8!H, he was 
carried off by an attack of jaunòiC'e 
in his forty-seventh 
ear, in thfl very 
primA of a vigorous manhood. He 
ctid nor; gÏ\'e much attention to muni- 
cipal or other matters oetsire of busi- 
ness, but wrought hartl, enjuyed the 
cQmfùrt and quietness of his home 
life and, for all el.;;p, ler; otlHi1rs 
manage, except that, like others of 
onr stalwart men, he enrolled himself 
in Victoria 1!'ire Coy, of which he 
wa.. t'1.n nctive member for years. 
To Mr an(l l\Ir" Leac:y. two sons 
were gi VAn, William, the elder, (tied 
when about 14 Y9ar
 of age. The 
:younger, .Jo
m J., entered thA dental 
profe
sion, under Dr Cleary's JD- 
struction, graduatfld with Llistinction 
aurl, in the five :years that have since 
passed, h1.s built up a sucC'essful nrac- 
tice in Ottawa. 1\Irs Leacy, who is 
still vigorou
, has her home with 
u
 aud. surrounded by friend
 who 
reganl her with flstAem awl affection, 
p'lsses her time in much comfort to 
herself and in helpfeluess to others. 
James Reiff. a nath'e of Paisley, 
.Scotlawi. came in 18()
 to Admaston, 
where his phler brother. Rob8rt, hall 
settlerl prf'viously. In a short timA hA 
entprt-lrl the servir:e of Wm, Mackay as 
a clerk 81](1 from the tIme when P. 
S Stewart l
ft to set up business for 
himsplf, was in charge of the work 
!n the Post Office, In thosa early days 
he became aetively int.erested in the 
temperance and other moral and reli- 
gious work of th
 community, ns one 
of a band of young people who at that 
time were peculiarly active anrl inter. 
fisted workers in these directions, 
'fl l us R uent was given to his life. 
and to thA lives of many others of 
them, whiC'h ha
 bPE'D showing it
elf 
ever since. In 1
;J, he married Mi
s 
Mills, who had come to us from Egan- 
ville and had spent several years as a 


teacher in our Public .School. At 
that time, also, he built the comfort- 
able house in the Sadler section in 
which this like-minded couple have 
spent so many years of happ)' home life; 
in which there have grown np beside 
th8m a family wno show in the several 
sphdes iu life which they are now 
filling, the benefit of a wise parental 
training; and in whic). many helpful 
ministries h"tve been planned and car- 
ried out for the benefit of others; 
especally in connection with the 
agencies of St. Andrew's ChurfJh, 
III 1877, l\Ir Heid becamA book-keeper 
for Wm, Bannerman, but, in 1883. he 
retu
ned to his positien in the Post 
Otfice wherA he 
ontinu
d to be de- 
pnty up to the time of Mr :Mackay's 
death, in HJOI. Then for a timE', he 
was a clerk in his brother in-law's 
store in Egauville, until he found a 
po
ition in the Pembroke P.O., simi- 
lar to that which he held so long in 
Renfrew. He has always continued 
to have the homf) of his family in 
Reufrew. But now that his son 
Robert is in successful practise as a 
òoctor in Calabogie, with his sister 
Katie presidmg ill his horue, and his 
son .Tames heilding up a similar 
practice in New Ontario, whilst the 
other daughter. Jean, a graduate of 
Queen's. is preparing for teaching. 
the home plaC'8 in almm:t deserted. 
One coming day, WA hope to see him 
bark in the home in Renfrew. 
AlexRnder JamieEOn, son of the 
popular viUage tailor, was about 
6even years of age when the family 
came from Scotland. His school days 
over, he found an opening which at. 
tra:)t('d him when the first, "Renfrew 
Journal" began to be iSlmed. Hil;! 
, . 
es!'ay as "printer's devil" came-t
 an 
enr! when, in Rbout nine mont1... the 
".Tournal" ceased pUblication 
 land 
"A1ick" wa
 not so enamol11"Qd 
fl the 
businAss as to seek lilte employment 
elsewhere. In a short: time he be- 
came au apprentice b'la
ksmith with 
O'JIarro with whom, he remained 
abüut two years. He' then went to 
Forester's Falls where he wrol
ght 
" 
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with his cou
iD Archi9 Jamieson-a 
son of .fohn .Jamieson who had been 
trained as a blacksmith in Arch, 
Thomson's shop. Alick went out 
with the Reò River expedition and 
on his return he soon formed a part- 
nership with his cousin in a business 
in Pembroke, which they continued 
tegether till Archie's death, and 
which Alick still carries ')n, although 
h9 has been a shrewd, pushing and 
successful man, it is nOw more hi
 
pastime than his work. He married 
:Miss Bella Jamieson, daughter of 
.John. They have had more thau 
their sharo of life's sorrow. having 
10'òt all their children by death, but 
have found solace anò are activA 
hglpers to much gooò work in the 
County Town, 
,John Scott, whose f
::he!", Hector 
Scott, was an Aòma"ton pioneer, came 
tint to live in Renfrew soon after 
his marriage in 1862, to Isabella, 
eldest daughter of A lex. Jamieson. 
He then began butchering, a businp"s 
in which he hJ\3 bppn engaged, off' 
and on, ever since After occupying 
rented premises for a few years, he 
purchased the corner on which Robert 
Drysdal(?l wrought so long, and con- 
tinupd to do business there for many 
yenrs. He evpntually sold and, since 
then, has not been in business for 
himself. In his earlier days, he hl3ld 
various positions in t.he gift of the 
Council, bping at difff1rent periods 
chief constable, OVArseer of streets 
aurl the like, for which he was spe- 
cially sniterl as an al
rt, active man 
who had good knowl
llge of how work 
shoulrl be donA. Two daughters, :Mary 
Ann aIllI Katip. are marrier} and Hv. 
ing in Dauphin and Winni!1eg, Bella 
amI Fannie are in goorl positions in 
Winnipeg. Mrs Geraldi is in town. 
Alex. (of Scott & JamiAson) and 
Archie and Willie in New Ontario, 
are working on the line at. which the 
father wrought and is still working. 
Mr and 1\1rs Scott are still vigorous 
and like her father, she has a fund of 
heart kindn3ss aud humour which 
assures her of many frif'IlI13. 



 


David McGill had already served his 
apprenticeship as a tailor in Kilmar- 
nock when, in 1855, his parents, with 
their four children, left that ancient 
Scottish borough and emigrated to 
Csnada. Landing at Quebec, they 
Apent three years in that city, after- 
warrls moving on to Pembroke, in both 
of which places David diligently 
plierl his traile. In 1860, he came to 
Renfrew where he wrought for Alex. 
Jamieson, whose daughter Mary Ann 
lie married in 18li.,), then setting up 
h is home in the stonA ]lOuse opposite 
the Barnet block. which has sheltered 
so many of our early inhabitauts. As 
his fatlwr had died some time pre- 
viousl)', his mother then came from 
Pembroke and made her home with 
them until her deRth, a couple ot 
)'ears later. In 18G8, he set up for 
himself in rooms over the Rtewart & 
McIntyre store, continuing there dur- 
ing all the changes in the P. S. Stew- 
art partnership until about 1878, when 
h(1 went to Manitoba, where hA re- 
mained a )'ear and a half. Then he 
returned to spend five years more in 
his 0111 room!ì, from which he Iemoved 
to the small store that stands on the 
old James 
\irth property. In 18
)o, he 
removed to Ids present rooms in D. 
Barr's br
ck huilrling. whpre he 
tead- 
ily supplies t.he wants of a number of 
attached customers. 
This excellent couple have lived a 
quiet life amùngst us, having the Rf- 
fection an(1 esteem of a circle of 
friends who know their worth anò 
recognize that their rlevout life has 
brought blessing to th(?lmselvos and 
oth9rs; among the others, especially 
to the allopted daughter who grew up 
under their care to he a chipf favorite 
among'òt our :young people and a 
source of lrightness in their home. 
This year she WRS wiled away to a 
home of her own by one of our popul&r 
aocl well-l
oing young men--Geo. 
Fife, electrician. 
Mr McGill ha!ol held aloof from all 
politieal awl municipal affairs and 
t hp. only" Soci 9ty" he ever connected 
hinlspJf with was the Sons of Temper- 


. 
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ance, of which he was five years a 
member in the early days, bu.t whos9 
abstinence principles he has h",lrl to 
ever since. We know him then, RS a 
lom
.time good citizen, aq a tradf>s- 
man who does hiR work weU, anrl as 
an earne<ö:t man who hRs a 
rllA ill- 
.terest in t.he moral and religious 
welfare of the community, in which, 
also, Mrs McGill is like-minded. For 
one who has been so long at work he 
is wonderfully well prnserverl. which 
gives hifo! frienr'!s. hope that he mRY 
be sparAr'! to them for some years vet. 
In 18i3, his brother Anrlrf>w CRme 
from Pembroke to work with Thos, 
H
n<'tersot\ in the brickyarrl. He w('nt 
to Manitoba in company with DRvid 
about IR'ì8, Rnrl took up land in the 
vicinity of Holland, where his family 
still resirle. He also toqk up brick- 
making at Portage I,a P1"airie in the 
early days, but dier'! when .yet in tile 
prime of life, Mrs McGiU following 
some years later, 
Rev. W. Loch<:>arl, a son of the 
manse, his father rhaving long been 
minister of North Gower. in which 
congregation, also, his brother, R
v. 
.J, S. Ï.JochAarI, ministered many years, 
first came to Renfrew RS a sturlent 
missionary to give rf>lief to Rev, S. 
O. FrasE'-r. the pioneer Free Ohurch 
minister of a wirle rIistrict. with a 
Mntre at WhiteL:-.ke. In 18
O, Mr 
LocheRiI waq ca.II"Irl and in"luct.eil in 
t.he northerly half of Mr Fraser's flpJd, 
with Renfrew as a ('entre. Soon after 
he married. sAtting UTI his homfl in 
t:hA house now occupied by Dr Con- 
nolly. but Rfterwards removing to R 
hf1uqe on the present site of the Bap- 
tist Church. For some eight or nine 
years he zealously and R.cceptably 
exerciserl his ministry in his wiilely 
extPllilerl field, tRking active and help- 
ful interest, also, in the educational 
Rffairs anrl moral movements of the 
villaKe, anil gaining uDiverF
al respect 
in the community. Then he respond- 
ed to a call from Fenelon FaUs, from 
thence removing after mQny year
 to 
R charge in Western Ontario, where 
he rlied a!!('},f the beginning of thf> 


century. In his whole ministry he 
gained a good rð
)Ort as a qniet, earn. 
est worker. After he left Renfrew, 
the village Free Church congrega- 
tions, with CastIeford as an out- 
Rt.Rtion, continuArl for some years to 
be SUpp1iArl by stnrlent:!'! in summer 
aurl occasional preaching in winter. 
At the Union of Presbyteriau Ohurch. 
es in lR75, the two Presbyterian 
Ohurches in the village were unit\'\d, 
much to thAir advantRgo, and. by re- 
arrangements of a like happ:r natnre, 
the surrouu(Hng rlistrict became con- 
solirlated int.o a number of workable 
anrl now flf1t11'ish i ng r.hargf>s, · 
Among the Hort
n "p;oneers" 
Thomas Co
tello, who Rettled besirIe 
Dr. .Tohn MlJNRb. after he had been 
for some yearR foreman on Capt. 
Bell's far.ü at the "first Chute," harl 
Rn honorable place, as harl also his 
qons Frank Rnrl Wm. who inheritfld 
the olrl home farmEl. To join them 
t:here came from County Kerry b Ire- 
land two young men who were 
nephews of Thomas CORtello, John 
W Costello arrived in the Rummer of 
1862 R.nrl Wm N. Costello followed in 
1865. Being fairly well educated they 
turnerl their attention to school teach. 
ing for a time, but in 1868 they came 
t.o Renfrew where they purchased a 
lot from M, Fitzmanrice, built the 
storA now occupied hv E. Kf>lly and 
began the partnersh;p husi'lless of .T. 
W, ani! W. N. Costello There they 
carriAr1 on Rn('cessfully for the next 
ten or e1even vears, and became f
ct- 
ors in the general A.ffairs of the vil. 
lage. Being ROluewhat ambitious, 
they {'loserl (town aùout 1879, at which 
time they removed to Montreal, 
hoping to score further success in a 
wholesale business which they insti- 
tuterl in t.hat city. In this ventnre 
t.hey rlid not secure the anticipated 
sncces
, They then reopened the S]tore 
in R"Iofrew, to which they arlded a 
jobbing business in lumbering. This 
move itid not result in 8 satisfactory 
:!Ieasnre of succeRS, so they again pul. 
led up stakes, went west and did a 
trading business on the construction 
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work of the C. p, R. until they ff'ach- 
erI Oalgary, where they founrI an in. 
viting opening. There .T. W. Costello 
has continuerI <;ucces<;fully Aver sinf'e. 
But aft,:,r 
ome years W. N. Oostello 
went on to Everett, a town ou Puget 
Sound about 35 miles from Seattlo. 
whAre he is said to be doing well. 
During their sta) i
 Renfrew both 
married amI hali small families when 
they went. west. It is interesting to 
not.e that the first white girl born ilJ 
Calgary \Vas R d.aughtAr of .J W aUtI 
the first. white bov was a 
on of W. 
N. 
hese interesting events were 
dulV celebrated by thf' inhabitants of 
the incipient city by the prespntation 
of a city lot. to eRch of the nf'W- 
comers. It may be also notell that J
 
W. '8 thirit !':oa is a pracrif<ing physiC'ian 
in Oalgary. whilst his Alòest son, who 
hegan life on another linA, is nnw a 
final year f<tu(l
nt in QnePll'fi Merli
al 
School at Kingston. 
:\Iíss Co
tello. R rlaughter of the 
pi()neAr Thomas Costf'llo. havi ug fitteil 
Ilf'rself herf' for the tf'aeher's profps- 
siùn, taught in No. 1 Arlma!o\ton for 
eight ye,us, at Mount St. Patrick for 
three years ani1 at Springtown for 18 
vaar". She al
o WRS a tpaclwr in 
the Separate School when it first 
openert. aurl met her clRsses in t:h'3 
basement of thfl olrl presbytflry, which 
was a wiug of the church in those 
ctays. S';e did not long remain in 
t t
at position, as other arrangements 
were ma'le for carrying on the work, 
iu the course of a few months. That 
she was an excellent teachAr is Rhown 
by the recorct above set down, anrl 
that she has throughout life been an 
intelligent observer of events, a 
thoughtful, true anrl helpful friend 
anrl ready always to put forth her 
hand to do a deerl of kinrlnf'ss are 
matters well known to luany. She 
hRs long b(jen in poor health 
md, 
having retired from tf'aching, had 
marls her home with rehtives in 
Osceola, but latterly she has returnerl 
to Renfrew where she and hAf brother 
William's widow live together. She 
has a fuud of reminiscences of the 


days of harrlship, now long past, 
which woulrt be well worth rf'corrliug; 
also much that is very interesting 
about thA thirst for enuoation which 
prevailprt in the olrl Kf'rry homp which 
she is Rble to illustrRtA by lettf'Ts 
carefully prA3erverl which show that 
the "hertge sC'hools" Wf're able to 
turn out uo mf'an sC'holars ft-om a 
liï:prary point of view. 
Thomas Hynf'
, who was born' in 
Fitzroy tllwu<.;hip. l':erVf>rl his apprAu- 
ticf'f<hip as a ('ahinp.t-m<\kpr with D, 
C. :\lcM
ntin, then at Brif<tol Cor. 
ners. H
 afterwarrlf< sf'Put f<ome time 
working at his trflllf' in th(1 State of 
Ohio. from whAnf'e llP C'amf> to Ren- 
frew in 18ß8, tlwn onening R shop on 
his own accmmt in the "Albion 
Hotpl" builrliug. hut. Rt th
 f'ml of a 
year. hp rf'mOvArl to t Ilf' oM "Rohprt 
Dn'!"dfllA" stanrl (now Hanllforrl's) 
Thpre Ilf' C'ontinllNl for two yAars. iJo- 
iug a gool1 bn<dnf'sf<. Tlwn hp pur- 
chasp(l tlw SitA bAlm\' Gorrlon's hlack- 
smith Rhop, huilrling R housA anrl 
salpf<room on Main strf'f't. anrl a fac- 
tor:ç on tlw rear rnrl of the lot, in 
which he introdurerl marhinf'fY anrl 
Rt-pam powf'r, ",hich enahlprl him to 
('Horr)' on quitA an extpnsivA trarle for 
ypaJs ThA eOf1.'litiom: ('hangA(l, how- 
eyer. anrl in 1SH.! he. purchRse(l his 
presf>nt RitA from John O'Harro, 
huilrling t.lwre in 18f1j the brirk bloC'k, 
in which Ilf' anrl his son in partnership 
have C'ommodic.lus wart>rooms in which 
furniturA from t.he IRrgf' fact.oriAs is 
temptingly rli!"-pla:verl. To the house 
rlown the !';tree-t, hA hrought Mif<S 
Lamont, of Fitzroy. in 1872. an.i !':Iw 
('ontinuf's to presirle in thAir well ap- 
pointed home tlwre, 11f>r hllf<hand, 
three rlaughtArs, and William, rhe 
eMest sou, bpnBfiting b
' Iler loving 
care. Thpir son Arthur is with thA 
CanarliRn Exprf'ss Co. in 'l'oronto, '\nrl 
George is with the Bank of Ottawa 
on relieving rluty, Mr H)'nf'
 ha
 not 
only be{'n a successful and rpliahlA 
business man, but nas - also ctf'votp(l 
himself so earnestly to the prom orion 
(If thA spiritual welfare of the com- 
munity, that he has gain{'d rE'(,og'lli- 
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ti.on as a force on the sicte of truth 
and righteousness, thus retaining al- 
ways the confidenoe and esteem of 
thosA who occ3sional!y differ from his 
views. 
At this point mention may fìitting- 
IV be made of two or three men, who 
were not residents in the Sixties,-one 
of theIr. never became a resident-but 
who, as residents in the vicinity, had 
much to do with the life and work (If 
the community and were thus paten 
tial factors 
Ð the upbuilding of the 
village, from this p
riod and onward, 
Robert McLaren, who occupied the 
home fRrm on the sf'cond line iu suc- 
cession to his father, the pioneer 
James McLaren, bf'gan work lJeEide 
his father when vet a. lad, He mafle 
thA best possi ble Uðe, however. of one 
or two winters' training which he had 
under Mr Fergnson who tanght iu the 
oM school on the thirò IiUfI, Dili- 
gpntly perfecting himself in tIle 
"thr<;1e R's," he used his spare time 
to pnrpose in reading on I'uch lines as 
Boon made him one of thp be!-t in- 
forme(l young men in the community. 
He was by no means forward to assert 
himself, but he WRS soon widely 
known a"l a pruilent, well-rloing man, 
who:!!e juilgmf>nt. was worth having 
anò 
hose counsel was worth follow- 
ing Then, he came into public not!pe 
by the beginning of the "sixtiAs" 
aDd, from that time forward, began 
to be chosen for variou" þositions 
which he was well fitted to fill. It 
was pprh!l.ps in 1862 that he first be- 
came a factor in the life antI doin1;Zs 
of Renfrew, as at thq,t date he was 
chosen Secretary-Treasurpr of the 
Agricultural SociAty which had its 
heac1quarters in onr village. At that 
time it was, as it seemed, a dJ'ing in- 
stitution, Rt IAast it WRS sorely in JJeed 
of new blooct if it were to be kept 
alive. By the choice then made con- 
fidence was soon restorect, as the new 
secretary tllrew himsAlf vigorollsly 
into his work, and the moribund in- 
stitution took on a new base of life. 
In a few years more it became pos- 
sible to coutemplatf> suitable buildiugs 


anct in 1873 a move was mad') in that; 
direction, Mr McLaren, with a num- 
ber of of hers, financing the project. 
Th9 debt was large, however, aud 
times soon became hard, Failure 
seemed imminent 'Jut he never de. 
"paired and, as evervbody trusted 
him, he wrought on through t:he vears 
till the rtebt was paid, enlarged 
grouU'''s secured and further buiM ings 
arranged for. In 1902 he ret:irefl, was 
hauquettPd, was presented with a sniI;- 
able memento and was given a place 
on t.he honor roll of the Societ.y for 
life. So we counted him one of our- 
selves. because he wa9 the moving 
spirit so long in this, ooe of our hfllp- 
ful institution
, Nor was that his 
onl}' interest, for he was for over 
thirty -,"'pars the secretarv-r.re:tsurpr of 
St. An1rðw's Church, in which posi- 
tion he had snch a knack of briDging 
. in a ,report to the annual IDPet,ing 
showing a balance on the right side, 
that his colleague !I in the managf>mAnt 
just lookeò on, unle
s some extra 
effort, such as building a new manSA 
or church were on foot, when they 
turned in and wrought with him, Of 
oourse he WRS elected to the Township 
Council, but 
oon he slipped into the 
position of Treasurer, which he 
rill 
holds after ever 
o mlmy years. Sec- 
rptary of the S, Ridi ng Li beral As- 
sociation, also, for a generation, Iu 
fRct we 8et him to work in such posi. 
tions wherever we could induce him 
to Rccept, knowing thRt when he ha(1 
been secured, the project would not lag. 
He married (,he youngest daughter 
of St:!rgeant Airth, ahout the midctl
 
sixtif>s, and their home was one notell 
for abundant hospitality antI for the 
warm welcome extended to their 
frieQds. The long peaceful years, 
.tiRturbed by some afflictions, went 
by, their family were well grown up 
and thlJn, leaving the homestAad with 
60n John H., these friends of our 
clJmmunity becRme residents in the 
"nineties. " In fact Mr McLaren had 
bl3en a property owner ever sincR the 
"sh:ties" amI ('amp first to live in 
one of his own houses. He built his 
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present nommodious and cosy home 
after. and there these aot,ive and 
helpful workers are quietly enjoying 
the fruits of their well spent earlier 
years. No man in this vicinitv is 
held in higber estimation than Robert 
McLaren and he is worthy of a chief 
niche in tbe annals of our cor.umun- 
ity, for he is a true man, a staunch 
friend and }Jas all along been such a 
trusty, active helper that we rejoice 
that he is yet spared and i3till vigor- 
ous, though he has passed. the eight- 
ieth milestone of his well spent life. 
With brave and hopeful h
arts 
Archibald Fergmon and his wife, 
Margaret Barr, left the Argyleshire 
Highlands in 1846, intent upon build- 
ing up a new home in Canad
. After 
the usual long voyage they at length 
settled in McNab Township, near the 
Madawaska, in the neighborhood of 
Stewartville. Scarcely two months 
had passed when the father died, 
leaving the widow with her four 
small children to shift for themf;elvf\S 
in their sadly bereft home. Their 
eldest son was .Tames 
'erguson, now 
so long known to us as a wall dOi ng 
man of sterling character and who 
this year has come to town, with the 
purpose of spending his declining 
years with us. At that time he had 
only entered on his ninth year. .TlÌhn 
Fergnson was then six A youngAr 
brother was accidentally killed a couple 
of years aftAr his father'!:! death. 
These with the one girl, who becamA 
Mrs Joseph Mayhew, made up the 
family who went through the sad ex- 
perience of those earlv vears. 
After about three yeRr
, a move was 
mad9 to Admaston. where. near Pat- 
terson's Corners, the family grew up 
under such solid training anct with 
such inrtustriou
 hJ\bits as fitted them 
to make their mark in life. 
Turning now to follow the career of 
John Ferguson. He wrought on the 
farm, after h
s school life was 
loRed, 
until he was about twent.v. Thpn, in 
1860, he struck out into tho woods. 
as most of th
 young . men of those 
days did. He was different from the 


majority, however, in these respects: 
th'\t he did not yield to the Epend- 
thrift temptations by which such 
young men are beset, and he early 
fell in love with the life of th9 wood- 
man to such a degree that he misf;erl 
no opportunity of perfecting himRelf 
in woodcraft. As a result of the first 
difference, he soon acquired the farm 
adjoining tht! old home and set up a 
home of his own, having in '61 or '62 
married Miss Bremner, who was the 
active pal"tner of his joy
 and sorrows 
till her death in 1874. On account of 
the second differenc3, he spf'edily 
became kuown as a r9liable, capable 
and pushing man, which report 
brought him to the notice uf J. R. 
Booth, who appointed him bis agent, 
about 18f)(j a position which he held 
with much succ':'ss for the next 25 or 

() Yf'ars. It was becanse he held tIJRt 
position that he came into !Such close 
and Rctive contact with the business 
lifú of Renfrew and came to be looked 
upo
 one as of oursel\"es from the 
later "sixties" onward, Not only 
that., but he became EO favombl,y 
known in the whole upper country 
and so helpful 8 friend to many a poor 
settler, that there wpre few who had 
not in some m,'asure experiencect 
kindness at his ilands. In 1874. he 
wa"J bereft, of his first wife, being 
l\3ft with his two sons, George and 
James, and two daughters, now Mrs 
Cardiff and Mrs Scott. In 1877 he 
married Miss Jessie McKenzie, who 
carefullv w
tched over his children 
and relievect him of many ftome careR 
until her rleath in 1888. Beforb that 
time he had been drawn into the pol 
itical arenR and, on the death of the 
late Robert Campbell in 1887. he ,vas 
elected to complete the term in the 
Oommon<J 
 hich had been begun by 
that veteran. For the t!,irt(jen suc- 
ceeding years he held the seat with 
such general approval that it looked 
like a cß.3e of life membership, espec. 
ially as he was a moderate man who 
made all his constituents free of hiE! 
service!õl. But, in I
OO, the fortunes 
of the Oonservative party '"\"ere at the 
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ebb and he was one of the defeated. 
Since then, as he wisely puts it, .. I 
have been not a whit a sadder but a 
much richf)r and more comfurtable 
man. ,. 
When his wife died in 1888. he had 
added the mHe of the four children 
left by her, two of whom, Mrs .J. R. 
Allan and Mrs Childerhose, have now 
their own homes, whilst l\Ii3<;ps 
Marion and AnniE'! Belle are still in 
the old home. In 1890, he married 
Miss Margaret "Redington, who still 
presides over the home life, whieh is 
brightened also by the presence of his 
daughters. 
Eventually, he cut loose from his 
euga!!ement with Mr Booth, with 
which his parliamentar
' duties intE'r- 
fered. Caring for his farm held him 
for a" hile, but the well equipped 
woodman could not be content with 
only farm life. So he launcher 1 our. 
on JlÍs o\Vn account, and also in C()U- 
nection witil his son George ami .M:r 

IcFadden, both of whom he hall 
traiuerl, and both of whom knew (hat 
his experiEnoe was worth much to 
them, In all connectious, he ha<J 
scored s.uch succeRS as might have 
been expected from a man of his 
knowledge, prudence and probitv. 
The fathedes
 lad of 110 yef\rs ago is 
now the wealthy, generous-heartt'd 
aurl vigorons man, who enjoys the 
C'onfidence and esteem of hosts of at- 
tached friends. Hð came to live -wit.h 
us some four years ago, leaving the 
old farm in charge of his son James, 
whilst I11S son George has his resid- 
ence j1!st beEide his father.. Two 
things may be said of him with con- 
fidence. No well doing lad, especial. 
ly if he be fatherless, will lack em- 
ployment it 'he CfJmes uuder John Fet- 
guson's notice. He has a ready mind 
also for answering all appeals t
at 
are marle for the help of educational 
or moral projects. ,Last of all, it may 
be said, in his own wonls, "RA can't 
keep out of the woods, DO mattpr how 
he tri(,Js. " 
Wm. .Jamieson, who settled on the 
.uoctJ1side of the Bonnechere, was himT 


self one of the Horton pioneers, a COIl- 
tem
orary and companion of David 
Barr, John McInnes and others who 
were stirring lads and stalwart wor
- 
ers in. the ,. forties" When he had 
quite a clearanee made, he bethought 
him that "it is not good for man to 
be alone" and presently he induced 
one of Sergeant Airth's winsome 
rlaughters to share his fortunes and 
bring cheer to his home. Thus, for 
over forty years, they trod Hfe's path 
together, working earnestl.r, enjoying 
life in most hearty fashion when their 
sky was clear, bearing its burdens 
cheerfully in the darker days and 
hardly ever going from home separate- 
ly even for a day or a jog into town 
in the later :reür,>. At the middle of 
the sixties, the} hail all things snug 
and comfùrtable about them on the 
home farm, where several stalwart 
sons were taking up the burrlen (If 
the work. From thüt time on he hp- 
came morA or }('ss a man of leisure. 
though many a hard daY'3 work he 
Rt.ilJ put in wilen seeding or harveRt- 
ing was pn'ssing. About that time 
also he was made a J. P., and a.. he 
was known far aDd wide as a jovial, 
kiudly man, of "hrewd judgment and 
strong .common sense, mo,>t of the 
"ëao;;ps" in this vicinity were brought 
before Squire Jamieson. In the vil- 
lage, too, there was a lack of magis- 
trates, which continued for many 
years. Tin lack was not felt, as the 
"Squire," who in figure and mien 
was the counterpart of the typical 
J.P., was ever ready to lend his aid, 
mostlv holding his court in Geo. 
Eady's office. Thns we came to think 
it. strange if we did not see him every 
few days either on such official visits 
or passing away an afternoon chatting 
with his friends
 or it might be taking 
a ham! in a game of chec
ers, at 
which he was an acknowledged ex. 
pert. He b'1.d much interest in the 
municipßI affaÌ1"s of the township, 
i3ervin
 in the Council bot.h as an 
ordinary member and as Reeve on 
many occasions. Especially in the 
conflict for the County Town he was 
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Renfrew's unvaryiug frip.n(l. That 
also drew us to him am] made him a 
favorite in our midst. It was at 
length proposed that we shoulrl ha"t"A 
h!m as our Police Magi8trate, ..vhich 
might have brought him to live ill 
our midst. That was in the "eightie
," 
when his sons were all married and 
sE'ttled and he could easily have ro' 
tired. There is little doubt that rIds 
proposal would have been earried out 
had he llot b
en stricken wit.h par- 
alysis. He rallied at the fir
t and 
was even able to make occ-8"ional 
visits. Then he began to fail Hnd 
kept grarlnally failin
 for YA:U!, nnt,i] 
life became a great weariness to him 
and wore ont good Mrs Jamieson, 
whose long carf! of him enrted hefr"lrf
 
Ilf' went to his rest, abont the "Dd of 
the "eight i

" Hp Was one pf thl
 
"old guard" I)f St. Aurlre w 's Church, 
in which he was a devout and CO!!- 
Fitant attenrlalJt at meetings, Chair- 
man of the Board, and almost al ways 
chosen to pr
sid() at social and of her 
meetings. The Sons of TpmpArane
 
knew him 'well a..; {llJfJ of their 
. 'lifey" members, as il1'1rerl he was 
the Hfe of any ga.tJwring at wll ich 
he was present. His FOIJS Harrv, 
(Red Depr, Alta,) R. A., of Horton. 
and Da
i1 in thfJ Unit.f'd Statps are 
!'till living. His r!an!!htf>r,; and his 
sons .Tames, William amI .Tolln A, 
thE' latter having su,:ceedeI1 him on 
the farm, are all go::e. SOllln of his 
grandsons are with us an.1 are among 
our pushillg, well-rJoi ng 
.ot1lJg husi- 
ness men. 
The Doctors of the former period- 
Carswell and Evans - eontinued in 
practioe well on into this period. hoth 
finishing their work, howevE'r, before 
its close. As Was to be expected 
others came in from time to time ami 
to their doings we now give some 
attention. 
It was likely in ]859, that Dr. Smith 
caml3 as a newly graduated medical 
man to try the fates in Renfrew. 
They were so far propitious that he 
won the heart and han(1 of Miss 
Turney, of Richmon(l, Ont.., a young- 


er sister of Mrs Dr. Evans. Soon 
after, Drobahly towards the And of 
18 1 ;0, tl1f
Y removetl to Bristol. There 
1\11'8 Smith tlit'(] Y
ry parly in life. 
The Dr. him!ò'81f continued in sucr::ess- 
ful Ilractice in Brist.ol fur a few years. 
but tlid not Ii ve very long, 
Dr. Cr;mston SAems to have followed 
Dr Smit.h in (pstiug the prospects in 
Rpnfrew, to which he came as a then 
re('AlJt graduate nf Queen's nhout. 
1860, He married Miss Hilleto. a 
friend and ('ompauion of l\Irs Dr. 
Evans; the 11')I"))p and office ill which 
they l1welt being that rough ,:ast 
hou-=e on Dr Evan,,' propeny, south 
of the Creek, in which so many of 
our notables began life in our mil1st. 
In a short time a more eligible opeuing 
pre,.;ented it
elf iu Arnprior, to which 
village Dr, Oranston relllovpd ill tlw 
early "sixt;f's," 'l'l!prA he built up 
an f'xteus! Vf\ p-r,'H ioe aUf] h:-\s ga i UA.1 
rpnngnition as ono of the men of 
sr/lill attainments among the profes- 
sion, having been for long a promin- 
ent member of the Ontario Merlical 
Council. as well as serving a term as 
PrAsident of the Medical Association 
of the Province, He is st.ill i.n prar- 
tiC'e, though his son now reliðves hi'll 
of the heavif'f work, 
Dr. Hughes, harl perhaps that title 
.1nl.v by courtesy. but lie had a drug 
!'tore allrl was (;nnsl"!ltf!d as a phvsi- 
('ian. for a year or two in the early 
"sixties." ThE'u he went els
wheri'\, 
but t.1'Are arA no ']ata which gi"t"e 
VAn 
an il)kling' of his after histor.". 
Dr. Corle was one of the incomers 
of the early "sixtiAs," but he ouly 
lemainc:i in Rpufrew for a short 
time. Afr.Arwar.ls he chang-erl hiiol 
profession MId .. took on]f'rs" in t IIA 
Episcopal Cllureh. . 
Dr. Blackwood was another tran- 
sient, but his name only is remember- 
eJ. 
Dr. Beattie came to ns about 181i:3. 
HE; is rememberef} as a clever medical 
man who built up a considerable 
practi('(-J; a man of kindly disposition 
also, who was popular amongst the 
citizens and welcomed as an addition 
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to the Rocial circles of that day. His 
office was for some time in rooms at 
Mrs McAdam's Hot{jl. nearly opposite 
Opeongo street. \Vhen he married, he 
rented from R. C. Mills a house which 
st.oorl jnst north of the present Stewart 
Bros. Hock. Afte
 abont fivA year
, 
he F:aw all oueuing at Richmond, Ont., 
which so attracte(l hIm that he re- 
moverl to that villa
e and there con- 
tinuerl for many years. 
Dr. Thos. Freer, a native of Doug- 
las, Islo of Man. came to Henfrew 
about 1864, his brother, Ben Freer, 
being at. that ti iliA Head Master of 
thA Renfrew Schools. Their father 
harl beAn a British naval offilJer: they 
were hath well erl, nCSlterl harl gonrl 
abilit.y anrl were of finch agreeable 
manner that they were e
peciall:y wAll 
received. The Doct,1r. ha\'Ìng speerlily 
sf!eu'!'e!] a 
r)()ll pr,l(:tice, aftflJ a year or 
two married the elrlf'st danghter of Rev. 
GeorgA Thomsor.. fIis r<:1sidence and 
office wer6 in the huilrliug ju
t north 
of the Creek on t.he f'ast sirle of l\fa i n 
st.reet. It. was for a few years a hap- 
py, much frequ
nted home and thAn 
the sharlow of surlcten berf>8\'ement 
('arnA, bringing to it lasting sorrow, 
Iu March 1R70, Dr. }i'reer was on a 
trip to Spriugtown, when, in the 
darkness, an atta
k of heart disease 
develop
rl. "9:e got from his ('ntter. 
wrapp
d himself iu the buffaloes. use,] 
what ml
ans he cuulrl, but the end 
came amI he wa3 fou nd lifelp.R.. by 
the roaGside with his fait;1fnl horse 
still @tanding by. Very sincerely was 
he mourned by a large nnmber of at- 
tl\ched frienrls. Mnch sympathy. also, 
had his yonng widow, stricken with 
snch sudden f,orrow. and left with 
the oarA of their three young child- 
ren. Sympathy, joined to respectful 
admiration, continued as thA yeart 
went by and she bravely stru
gh'd 
on, nurturing, training and educating 
thE' chilr1ren, uutil her mother heart 
was glad as they were all fitted for 
honor9d positio:Js in life, and all held 
in high mgant among their eOnI- 
panions. Then, she haò time to look 
3Ì'OllU(], but it took Iwr no long time 


to find her place as one of those who 
are always ready to help the suffering 
and comfort the sorrowin
. Thus she 
became a greatly 1;)eloved friend in 
many home3 in the community, shar- 
ing both in their joys and sorrows. 
So she remained with us until her 
elder rl;mghter and home companiou 
was called away. Since then, she has 
made her home with her younger 
daughter-Mr3 Ferguson. --at first, in 
Pembroke. but latterly in Massey. Her 
son George is not far away from her, 
being at Sudbury. So in quiet com- 
fort her later years are rest.ful, at 
which her friends rejoice. though of- 
ten and often there are t.hose whe 
think anrl say :-' 'WfJuld that she were 
nearer that we might see her often. as 
we used to rlo." 
Dr..Lynn. whol5e father wag a prc- 
minent figure in t,he Eganville di
. 
trict in the pioneE'r days, settled ill 
Renfrew 80mfJwhat lat
r than DI. 
Freer. but they were cont9mporarifs 
and fr iellds for several years, and it 
was Dr. Lyun who hurriect to bring 
possible help on that sarl. morning 
when Dr. Freer died. Dr, Lvnn and 
his amiable and clliturf-\d wife were 
great favorit.es with aU classes in the 
commnnity. The Dr. was a skilful 
praetitioner, who for year" hac} a 
large practice but, when an excE'ption- 
al opportunit.y was present
d ()f ta1>- 
ing up professional work in Ottawa, 
tIP could not in justice to himself 
refnse, So, much to the rpgr
t of 
many in this neighborhoocï, he went 
from us. He dht nut enjoy his new 
position very many years, hein
 cut 
off when yet comparativel.v IL young 
mau 
Dr. 
:lo/)re. who hailed from King- 
ston an(l WhOSð YOl1ug wiff\ was 1\ 
sister of Alex, Gunn, one of King 
ston's b9st known citizens, was with 
ns for a eon pie or three Y9ars fro'll. 
about 18G8, but. he was not Sllccf'
sful 
in building such a practiC'e a,.; IIf' rlt'- 
sired aurl sought another field for his 
energies, 
About 18G8, there were five practiE- 
ing physicians in Renfrew, a8 many 
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as there are at present, but the normal 
number was about two, or at most 
three. They still continued to endure 
much hardship, as they had practical- 
ly the whole upper country to attend 
to when e;erions cases devflloped. 
Long drives. scanty fees and long 
credit were their portion; so few of 
them marle more than a living but 
more than one of them had many 
benedictions from the poor settlers 
for whose holp in sicliness they un- 
selfishly exercisec1 their skill, 
In the n
rrative of t.he former 
periods, it was told that no sufficient 
data were then a-vailable as to the 
M
thodist ministArs who 9ither visit. 
ed Renfrew occasionally or had the 
viJIage as part of tlH
ir circuit in the 
early dsys. _\.n attempt h
s hpl)n 
made to remedy the oU'ission then 
forced on the narrator, but he is bound 
to admit that he has not 
vpn yet 
been very f,uccesF:ful in this connec- 
tion. As thf\re is not much hope of 
bettering the position, it seems well 
to take in at this point the scanty 
information that ha
 bSE'n gleaned. 
The first minister of th9 Metho(lÏst 
church whose na-me. even, is avail- 
al.Jle, was sent to Renfrew by the 
Wesleyan Confli\rpnce to open here a 
new circuit-Rev. Thof':. Hannah. 
who was with us in 1851. Th
t'e is 
no Teal account to b9 harl of him anrl 
his doings, .but it is snpposed that 11e 
fonnd little opening for hir; work, as 
there were few Methoòist families in 
the neighborhood and the few there 
were, to the north of tho Bonnechere, 
were more inclined to ac1here to the 
Episcopal Method ists, \Vhos
 circuit 
riòers visited them nccasionally. Ac- 
cordingly the WE'sleyans seem ro have 
withdrawn for awhile, though one 
cannot be too sure of that Therefore 
we take up the Dames that have been 
rescnef\. wit.hout re
ard to their 
affiliation with the Episcopals or th9' 
Wesleyan:,;. 
The next Y1ame that has been re- 
covered is that of Rev. Mr Pomeroy, 
who was here in thp earlier "fifties" 
and remained at least two year:-;. JIe 


was known as what mauy called "a 
grpat preacher" in those days. well 
able to wake the echoes in even the 
quietest mf'eting, l\nd entering with 
zest into the greater excitement of tÌJe 
revival or camp meeting, where his 
exhortations were høart stirring and 
his d9ul1nciations made sioners trem- 
ble, He had in fact the gift
 of the 
old time revivalist and mell them 
with effect. A friend, who knew 
him and sometimes accompanierl him, 
remembers, for inst,ance, with what 
effect he expounded Ezekiel's vision 
of the" '.'al1py of dry bonE's.". with 
spo:,cial application to the peoplA nf 
Horton. "for io, they were very dry. ,. 
It <;eE'IIJS to have beel} through his 
exertions that the fir
t Methoòist 
church wa:o; built on the Gomer of 
Hall and Church streets, the site be- 
ing gralltpd by t.he lare Xavier Plaunt. 
He also built a rather odd looking 
honse for thf1 use of himself and wifA. 
for he was a married man, though hf\ 
had no children when in Renfrew, In 
later d<iYs, he seems to have goue ont 
to the N ort h West aUl] is reported tf) 
have Jiell there about four .Yt'ars ago. 
\Vh
:J OVer flighty year Q of age. 
It is likely that Rev. Mr Sparrow 
succeeded Mr Pomeroy ah')l1t. the mirl- 
die of the fiftie<:. He W1LS a man of 
massivE' hni Id, warm-heartf\(l aud of 
good ability-nor so rousing. p
rhaps. 
as a preacher when coutrastel1 with 
Mr Pomeroy, but a, clevAf amI effective 
exponunt of the rruth. 
10t'(1 e;;pec- 
ially, he endeared himself to the Pf1"- 
pie as a visitor ill their hOIllPS anrt by 
his kindly interest: in the l'Õick. HI" 
was a marrier] man. but it is thou
ht 
he had no family when here. It is 
thought, al
o. that he remained only 
one year, but possibly it may ha\A 
been two. No trace of his afrer work 
has been available. 
Towards the close of tho .. fifties" 
Rev. Jas. Masson. who was of Scot(
h 
rlescent, took up the work, with Ren- 
frew as a central station in h i
 ci r- 
cnit. It is reasonably sure that he 
was a 'Veslf'yan, as lie' heM services 
in the Town Hall. Bpiog a marrietÏ.. 



THE STORY OF RE
FREW. 


145 


man, though without children, he 
lived in half of Joshua Murphy'!:! 
honse. Hð was largely supported by 
t.he funds of the Missionar:y Societ.y, 
though Mr Murphy recollects that on 
one occasion he collected over thirty 
dollars for Mr Masson, which dona- 
tiun was cheerfully participated in by 
other than the Methodist-s, who were 
still very few in the villa
e. Mr 
Masson was well liked as a man aUfI 
was accounted a good preacher, 
whose views were sonnl} ann whose 
exposit,ioDF; were helpful. He bnilt 
up the cause so well that ever after 
his nay the services were continuous 
ann thø congregation showed increas- 
ing vitalit,y. He han with him on 
his circuit a probationer nallled Thos. 
Fpatht:lr, who went on to It place in 
the regular ministry. Aftor løaving 
here, Mr .:\la!'sDll cuntinuetl his min- 
istry for many years In fact ius 
rleath was reporl.ed only about six 
years aj!o. 
Rev, Alex, Drennan was the mini- 
ster of.. the Renfrew Circuit in 1860, 
(
1. He was of U. E, Loyalist and 
Presbyterian stock, being born in St, 
Enstache, Que., in 1821. His father 
died when he was eleven years of 
age. His moth9r, with a family of 
13 children, then removed to Mont- 
real, where Alex. became a 
ompan- 
iou, after ,a time, of ùeo. Douglas, 
afterwards Dr, Douglas. Having been 
both brought under the power of the 
gospel, they together gave themselves 
to the Methodist ministry, were or- 
dained in 18;')5 q,ud continued to be 
close friends for life. Dr, Drennan 
was a man of beautiful character, an 
accflptable preacher and had an 
honort:'d ministry here and elsewhere. 
He preached whilst here in the Town 
Hall and liyed for some time in the 
rough cast hOllse on Dr. Evans' pro- 
perty. 
Røv. Silas Huntingdon minist.ered 
in Renfrew circuit in 18ß3-64, h
ldillg 
service3 in tlw Town Hall, with Mr 
S. Walford as leader of the choir. 
He was at that time a young married 
man, with a family of three children. 


His home was in the same rough-cast 
hou5e that had been occupied by Mr 
Drennan. He was quitA a popular 
preacher, thongh as he used to say 
in respect to hi
 preparation: "When 
I cummence, it will come to me as I 
am going on." His powerful voice 
and fervent m
llner, however, made 
his appearances very acceptable. He 
was a pushing mall who did not spare 
hirmelf, aud through his after mini. 
stry became notable as an opener of 
new circuits t\nd as a church and 
p!\rSollage builder, his enthusiasm 
bping so contagious that he was 
famous for carrying such enterprises 
through, He must be an old maLl 
now, if he be still alive, but our lat- 
est kllowl.edge of him is that in the 
parly years of this century he was 
still wnrking ent.husiastically in New 
Ontario. 
Rev. Wm, Creighton was twice in 
charge of the Renfrew circuit- in 
1864-6.3 anJ. again in 1869. In his day 
the services began to be held in the 
log school house, which was at first 
accorded at an annual rent but was 
later rent free. Some improvement 
was made in the way of providing 
additional seating, and the services 
continuer] there for a few years. 
Evellt.ually, however, thfl requirements 
of Axtra school accommodation led to 
the removal of the cODgrøgation tû 
th9 Temperance Hall. Mr Creighton 
was a quietAr preacher than his pre- 
decessor, but commended himself 
greatly by his earnestness. Mrs 
Creighton was a tower of strength tû 
him in his work, being a specially 
estimable and attractive lady, whose 
frielldship was valued by very many 
in the community. They, with their 
three children, d welt in the house 
opposite tha McDougall residence that 
was Lawrence O'Reilly's hotel iD the 
earlier days. After leaving here. Mr 
Creighton went to Almonte, to which 
tOWll he returned in later years when 
afflictiun came into his life. There a 
son and dau
hter dieci. His wife fol- 
lowed soon after and it was no long 
time until he too passed away. His 
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other daughter, who, is married. is 
said to be now residlllg in Toronto. 
It is recor
ed of Mr Creighton that he 
was one of those who followed the 
good old fashionfld custom of calling 
on absentees, - families and young 
men,- on Mondav to enquirf\ where 
they wel'e on Sunday. 
Rev. Thos. A, Walker served a 
three year t
rm-1866-67-68. He was 
an able. and attractiye preacher. a fine 
Ringer "nd in ever,V respeot most ac- 
ceptable to the congregation, as well 
as R favoritl'! in t.he community. Thns 
he built np the congrAgation to such 
au AxtAnt t.hat tl;AY were encouragf\fl 
to) prApare for provirliug themselves 
with more pprmauent. awl suitable 
aDpliances for theìr work. Accord- 
ingly. the property of the late Wm. 
Watt, which \Vas then in tllA market. 
was purchasef1 from Mr Morri
 of 
Perth. Thp olrl Watt dwelling house 
came int'l nSA for slJme years as tllA 
par"onage aud i r ..t. ill stault!o on a 
s.nall corner of the properry I,n 
Argvle street. to which it. wa'" rA- 
mo\:e
l wheu the new 'parso
lage waS 
built. Mr WalkHr, whilst here. WRI'I 
married 
o I't \Ii...s Ba,di
. of Bpftch- 
burg. She Ii id Hot ,Ii ve very long hut 
left behind her a daughter who grew 
up and bE'J
amH a teacher HA mar- 
ried the seoowl t. i mA. but that was 
aft,er he ha(l goue from Renfrew. 
After some years his t.IJroat. gave out, 
which caused him t't cease preaching 
au f likely to take np some otl.er line 
of IifH work. 
Rev. Wm. Rnupy was not in 
his 
period, hut (is tlw cnntemplate(l im- 
provements which werp preparfld for 
in Mr Walker"'R and Mr Creighton'F: 
time, were carried through in 1870-71, 
it seems well to speak of him her(> amI 
thus to bring the narrative down to a 
diloltinct point !n t.he historv of the 
c.Jllgregation. :Mr Raney was an able 
pre
cher and a diligent and accept- 
able worker. He came as an unmar- 
ried man bnt immediately afterwardfl 
h
 brought Miss Martin of Brockville 
to bA the presiding genius in the par- 
sonage, and une of their children was 


born here. During" 1870. every pre- 
paration was made for the building of 
a church, work on which was begun 
in t.he summer of 1871. The building, 
which still stdnds, 'Yas not only quite 
substantial Bnd comfortable. but r(>al- 
ly the most styliRh church erlifice in 
the village when it was opened. 
A bout Christmas 1871, everyt.hing was 
in r(>adiness. The widely known Dr. 
Laçhlin Taylor preaehed on Sabhath 
morning and eVAning aur1 d
livere(l 
one of hilol celebraterl lpctures on 
Morday evening. The young Prel"b:r- 
terian minister, (thA present. chroniC'- 
ler) r took charge of t.he afternoon 
service There was rejoiciug, feast- 
ing. g/Jodfellowship and congratula. 
tions on all hands Thflre was a liUIA 
clpbt. al
ò. but the congregation wprA 
in good Hpirit.
, as w
ll t.hey mi@ht: 
bp. Mr RauAY, who had not nlA 
churr>h bnilrling apr.iturle to :1IJY great 
pxtf'ut, won,lered how h
 hacl C'arried it 
through and, in cheerful thaukful)je8
, 
let his light shine more brightly thJin 
Aver fr'lm thA new pulpit. SincA then. 
the congrpgatlou has bpen a cli
\:iuctly 
('oll
oliclated fomA,' making for uplift. 
iu the commn1JÌty. 
Mr Ranev's aftpr mini
try which 
was larg",ly in the Montrf3al CoufAr. 
ence was houÐred auc} gavA tAstimolJ
 
to his snlirl worth 
Just bE'fore the close of the "fiftie
" 
pflriod. as has already beAn noted, 
that well beloved. pastor. ;Fat.h
r 
Byrne. left RenfrAw to take duty ill 
the parish of Brudenell.. Father L. 
Almpras, a nativA of FrancA, was 
600n after appointerl to the parish of 
Renfrew, remaining in charge till 
March 18G2, when he went to Cuba, 
Although but a short timf\ in charge. 
he interested himself in the educa- 
t,ional work of the village anrl the 
surrounding township.1!, acting for a 
time 801; a local superintendent, and 
gaining a good place in tha asteem 
of the community. 
.For a short time before the closA 
of Father Almeras' incumhency he 
was assisted by Father Fremont, who 
continned in charge of the parish 
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from ME\rch to September. Then, 
much to the satisfaction of the par- 
i!!hionera and of the community, 
Father Bouvier, a former pastor, was 
appointed. He speedily fitted into 
his old place in the work of the 
parish and resumed his old friendly 
relations with the Rev. Geo. Thomp- 
son and others, with whom he had 
wrought MO cordially in former days. 
For nearly four years he carried on 
the work which, however, was be- 
coming more and more burdensome 
and he tinally broke his connection 
with Rpnfrew in February, 1866. anrl 
returne
 to the parish of Arnprior. 
where he cont.inued for 80me time. 
Later, he was appointed to the parish 
of Osceola, where he laborerl abund- 
antly until his rleath on Ja.nuary l"t, 
1883. 
For some time before Father Buu- 
vier retirec1, he harl as his curate Rev. 
P. Roogier, a native of France, anrl a 
gentleman of scholarly attainments, 
of goorl executive ability and refinerl 
manners. Father Rougier then be- 
cam
 parish priest of Renfrew, a posi- 
tion which he heIr! until hi" rleath in 
1893. When he entererl on the pari
h 
in 186ô, it still inclurlerl Mt, St. Pat- 
rick and Griffith within its bounds, 
but in 1867 his work was 
reatly 
lightenerl by the erection of a new 
parish in these out-staf.Ïons, nnder 
the charge of Father .John McCorn ick. 


Being thus relieTed, Father Raugier 
applied himself with such zealous 
assiduity to the strengthening of the 
Renfrew parish that, in 1872, he had 
led his people to join enthusiastically 
III building the la.rge stone church of 
St, Francis Xavier, which continues 
yet in use, though of course it has 
been greatly improveå during the 
passing years. The old chcrch he 
appropriated to the use of the Separ- 
ate School, which he founded soon 
after. This, however, was not for 
long the home of the school for, in 
t.he course of a few years, he had a 
new school built which is the one at 
present in use, but which was soon 
committed to the charge of the Christ- 
ian Brothers and so had rooms which 
were appropriated to their use as a 
residence He also set up the Gon- 
vent. on the 
al3t side of the village, 
in which the nuns have charge of a 
girl
' school. These c
anges he car- 
ried out with consummate ability. 
He thus left behind him a good re- 
cOlf1 as an earnest worker and a de 
voted pastor, one who did his duty well 
and in such wise as greatly benefited 
the parish. Withal, he gained the !"e- 
spect aud esteem of a large number of 
frienrla in the community outside of 
his own flock, wtJo valued the friend- 
ship of the man of beautiful life and 
character who was so long one of the 
spiritual forces in the community. 


I 
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THE SCHOOLS FROM 1870. 


When in 1902 the Story of Renfrew, 
as written by the editor of The Mer- 
cury, came to a stop through the pres- 
sure of other duties, the Board of 
Education was being dealt with: and 
its doings had been brought up to t.he 
end of 1869. 
When Dr. Campbell commenced his 
contribution to The Story, he mingled 
with it much regarding the personal- 
ity of the early settlers and the re- 
maining pioneers, which no p
rson 
else could have so well done: for he 
had heard much of the story from 
their own lips, had heard it with 8 
deep personal sympathy, aDd he toM 
it with the Elkill of the trained mind. 
In taking up the Story again, the pIe- 
sent writer cannot hope tc invest it 
with the same deep personal iuter
st. 
What the active people did, more 
than the personality of the doers, will 
now perforce be the current of the 
Story. 


Sinon O'Gorman was re-elected as 
a Common School trustee for 1870, 
and Alex. Jamieson retiring, Duncan 
McIntyre was Alected in his stead. 
At this ratepayers' meeting, a reso- 
lution by Jas. 0arn"y and Henry 
Goulette was carrierl unanimously, 
expressing approval of the fr
e school 
system which had then be
n on trial 
for one year, and praying that thE'! 
trustees continue for the coming year 
to bear all the cost of the schools 
from the tax rate, instead of Ly the 
old system of part from the rates and 
part by fees. Messrs .Tohn Burns and 
J. L. McDougall werA re-electerl t.o the 
Grammar School Board. Mr William 
Halpenny was re-elected chairman of 
the nnited Board,"but decliIietl, and 
nominateH Mr John Smith, who was 
thereuptm elected. The year passed 
. I ) I 


tranquilly, and at the end of it Messrs 
J W. O'Connor and Donald Stewart 
and Miss Ruth Wright were re-en- 
gaged as the teaching staff for 1871. 
Miss Wright did not accept the ap- 
pointment, and Miss E. Webster was 
chosen ill hfOr Eltead at a salary of $140 
per year. Then Mr O'Connor resign- 
ed anrl was released on guaranteeing 
that a properly qualified s-:1bstitnte 
should be in his place on Jan. 9, 1871, 
at a salary of not morA than :f;ßOO a 
year. 
At the nomination meeting on .Tan. 
11, 1871, John Mills replaced James 
Bromley as a Common School trustee 
while Peter Dongall anti Joseph Gra- 
velle took their places 8'3 new Gram- 
mar School trnstees. .Tohn Smith was 
re-elected chairman and John Bnrns 
secretary. For lighting fires for a 
month $1. 75 was paid, and the school 
wood was bought at 78. 6d. per cord 
of dry pine, 8s. 9d. for cIry hemlock, 
and 118. 3d. for hardwood. An agr'3e- 
ment was signed with Robert George 
Scott as hearlmaster of the Renfrew 
schools. J. D. McDonald was re-ap- 
pointed local snperinttlndent; and an 
order was pa
sed paying Rev P. 
Rougier ;dOs., for his 8ervices as 
supArintendent in 1869, Hnd the 
same amount to Mr McDonald 
for his services in 1870. On the 16th 
Sept., Duncan F. Stewart was elected 
a Common School trustee in place of 
John Mills, who had resigned. 
<\t the 
meeting on Oct. 27th it was rlecided 
to purchase a site for a new school 
building, and two lots on Argyle 
street and three lots on Lochiel 
strget -" being in the same lot as the 
English church" as the Minutes say,- 
were purchased from J. L. McDougaIl 
for 1600, to be allowed him in pay- 
ment of his taxes till the whole sum 
was paid, bearing interest at 7 per 
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cent: and chairman Smith aml Mr 
Me Dougall were authorized to visit 
the schools at Arnprior and Carleton 
Place, for the purpose uf determining 
the manner in which the new 8chool 
should be built. At the same meetiug 
it was decided to offer re-engagement 
to Messrs Scott and Stewart at $(iOO 
aDd $3-10: and also to ask Miss Wright 
to eogage agaio at from $130 to $HiO; 
MIss Webster b
ing notified that she 
would Dot be re-eogaged. The Wes- 
leyan Methodist bOdy were also noti- 
fied that after Marn,h 28, 1882, the 
Board would n
ed t,he old sp-hool 
house in which they had beðo wor- 
shipDiog. Mr Scott declIned to rp- 
ongage. Mr Stewart asked for an in- 
('rease to $3ÛO. This rpquest was 
graoted. 10 rel:!pl)ose to ad verti semeut 
in the Globe and The Mercnry (which 
had been established duriog the year) 
there were two applicants for the 
Grammar School mastership-Alex. 
Carlyle and T. A. Bryce. The 
latter was chosen. Miss Costello was 
selected as female teacher. 
At the nominatioos for 1872, Geo. 
W. McOona!d and Albert Small field 
were chosen trustees in place of 
Robert DrYRrl.ale and John Churchill. 
the retiring members. Mr Bryce harl 
proverl incapabl
 of managing the 
Rchool anrl on Feb. 7th he was notifierl 
that he would not he needed after 
that month. At 
his 1ueeting, too. Mr 
Geo. Eady, Jr., was appointed secre- 
tary-treasnr
r, on motion of Mr Joho 
B1!ros, who had held t!1e office for 
some eight vears. Mr Peter Dou
all 
was elE'cterl chairman; an'1 G. W. 
McDonalrl, .John Buros, Duncan Mc- 
Intyre, William Halp{Jony and Mr 
Dougall w
re ehoseo as a committee 
to take the initiatory st",ps for buihl- 
ing a new school house dnring thE' 
year. Mr 0' Gorman having 'resiJlnt>rl 
as trustee, Mr John Smith (taUllE'r) 
was agaiu elected to the Board in his 
stead; and .fames Ward was r
-ap- 
pointed High SclJool trustee io plac(> 
of Joseph Grav('lle, resigned. These 
resignßtious wer9 io view of the 
Roman OatholiC's of thp town having 


formed a Roman Catholic Separate 
School iu the vill?gê, their first trus- 
tees being Felix Devine, (merchaut) 
,James Cairney, (shoemaker) and 
Moses Hudon (saddlt:'Jr). Mr Bryce 
rlid not take kinrlly to the propOSI- 
tion that his services should be rlis- 
pensed with. There were several 
meetings of the Board OJ) the matter, 
and it was not notil t.he 20d of March, 
wheo notified by a report fr
)tn Rl'!v. 
1\1r .Jenkins, the ComIty Inspector. of 
the demoralization of the school, that 
the actual r
solution of dismis
m1 was 
passed, aud on motion of Messrò1 Smith 
aDd Smallfield, RAv. Robert CampbAll 
was asked to take charge of the school 
until the 20th of April or 
uch time 
io April as Mr A. P., Knight might 
be able to become the bearlmaster. 
The County Clerk in Lanark not tw- 
inJ; able to flllli any record of the 
formation of Grammar Schools in 
Renfrew, Pembroke or Arnprior, it 
was rle(+led to ask for a special meet- 
ing of Renfrew County Council to de- 
fine the limit
 of the High School 
District of Reufrew High School. 
On Malch 2
nd a meeting of the 
ratepavers was heM to considE\r the 
proposition of builrlillg a new school 
house. On motion of A.. A. 'Vrigoht 
and Robert McLarf'n, t.he Board was 
authorizec1 to complete the pnrchase 
of tho site; and on motion of Wiltiam 
Ferguson amI William A irf h thA 
est imate submitt(-jd was approvell of. 
It callE'd for $3ß() (i(j for Ian!] and 
fenciog; II, 7
3 for bnilrling; $183 33 
for seats and desks: $-I
 for teacher's 
tlesk and platform; $78. 3
 for heat,iug 
apparatus and $1O(j, r.G for woodshed, 
etc" a tolal of $
, 500. 98. .0\ nd on 
motion of J. H. Walforll anrl Peter 
Dougall the Boarrl was Routhorizecl to 
get the funds aDd bui1r1 the school. 
At a Boarrl meetiog io Julv. Edward 
H. Phillip3. of Stafford was 
ngagE'd 
as assistant io the High S('hool at $13:) 
to the end of the year. 
For 1873, the teflchers chos(>u werp 
Aodrew Agnew, VaukJeek Hill, prin. 
cipal of High School at $700 a year; 
(Mr P. C. McGregor, who had suC'h a 
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long and successful career in Almonte, 
being second choice if Mr Agnew had 
not accepted); James M. Glenn, assis- 
tant at $450: Miss Sarah Mills assis- 
tant in the Public school at $260. Mr 
Donald Stewart had rpsigned hi8 posi- 
tion aq principal of the Common 
School; anli the boar.i had great diffi- 
culty in filling his place. Before this 
was accomplisherl, Messrs Al('x. Fer- 
guson and James Reynolds were 
elected as Common School trustees 
Thpn the work of getting a principal 
for the Public School continued- 
JaR. S. Scott and Charles qarwood 
were engagec'l suc
essiv81y ; but 
neit:ler came and neither sent worli 
that he was not coming. Then on 
Ji'eb. 3th, Peter Campbell, of S(janley, 
was engageli at $4:00, and he came 
along in due course. .\ pparently the 
iriea of tlw new school had languish- 
ed in 1872. aurl at this F
bruary 
meeting of 1873. Peter Dougall, Alex. 
Ferguson, J, D. McDonald. Albert 
Smallfiel() and G. \V. McDonald were' 
chosen R" a 
ommittee to presQ on 
the work. The Count,v inspector 
wislH'd another assistant teacher pro- 
vidp.d. The BoaTd enrieavorerl to get 
tho') H,igh Sch:101 teachers to take part 
of the excos" pupils, hut failerl, At 
the el1l1 of the YAar Messrs Agnew 
awl GIAnn were notifie(l that tlll'1,v 
would not be required in 187-1. Mr 
Campbell s<1irl hA wouhl not fA-en. 
gage. M.iss Mill" was re-eUlzaged 
t 
$'360: au(l the rest of the staff arlvAr- 
tised for. Tne new teachers choRen 
were William Don?.lrl. hpadmaster for 
the High School at $700; .Tam('s 
OuthbArt for thn Puhlic Schonl at 
$400. 
In 187-t. John McAndrpw and \Vm. 
A irth were electerl trustees for the 
Public School. James Ward was 
chosen chairman. Again a year had 
gone by anrl the lIew school building 
was still all on paper. But the pro- 
ject was kept alive by the appoint- 
ment of .James Ward, Alex. Ferguson, 
Albert SmalJfield, Wm, Airth anò G. 
W. McDonald a
 a building commit. 
tf'E'I. In .Inly. the Oepnt.y Superinten. 


dent of Edncation for Ontario wrote 
that if immediate steps were not taken 
to provirle better High School accom- 
modation the half-yearly grant would 
be retained. At this the committee 
reported in favor of a brink school, 
instead of stone, with stone base and 
stone door anrl window sills; anrl 
this report was aflopted. ThA Boad. 
thereuI,on made rlemanrl on the Vil- 
lage Council for $5,000 flJr the erec- 
tion of the school, and added Mr 
Alex. Ferguson to the building com- 
mittee. Mr John McAndrew having 
resigneò his position as truetee, Mr 
Ja.mes Stewart was electpd in his 
stead. At the first meeting there. 
after, on the 12th of August, 1872, 
seven tenrlers were received for the 
construction of the new toichool builrl- 
ing. The highest tender was $5,500; 
t\1e lowe8t $-1,700. On motiCJn of 
Albert Smallfield and James Stewart 
the contract was awarded to William 
Willoughby, of Almonte, for $5,252, 
the argument ill his favor being that 
he hail built the school houses at 
Smith's Falls, Carleton Place anrl 
Almonte, and could furnish sufficient 
security. The building was to be 
complete({ before May 1, 1875. At: a 
Rubsequent meeting it was decirlerl 
that th
 expense of the building 

houlrl be dividerl equally between 
the Public and High School. 
For 1875, W. J. Gibson, of Arn. 
prior, was chosen as headmaster of 
the High School at $700; D. H. Carey, 
of Cobrten; headmaster of the Public 
Snhool at $550; Miss Sarah Mills as 
assistant at $260; Mrs Bellerby as sec- 
ond assistant (in August) at $200. G. 
W. McDonald and Alex. Jamieson were 
elected Public School trustees. The 
other public school trustees were 
Alex. Ferguson, Jas Reynolds, James 
Stewart amI William Airth. The 
High School tru
tees were James 
Ward, Geo. Eady, Jr., A. A. Wright, 
Albert Smallfield atJd Peter Dougall. 
Mr Wright was chosen chairman. 
For furnishing the plans anrl specifi- 
cations of the new flchool bnildinJl:, 
anrl 
uperintending its ('on
t:rl1ction, 
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Mr Peter Dougall was voted the sum 
of $75. At the September meeting 
a motion was passed intimating to 
the teachers that they must be punc- 
tual and not take more holidays than 
allowed by Jaw. 
j1'or 18if), th
 staff of teachers was 
W. .T. Gibson at $800; D. H. Carey at 
$600: Miss Elizabeth Rutt]e at $
(jO; 
Mrs Bellerby at $200; Miss Mary J. 
McLean at $lfj8. The department 
having threatenetJ. to withhuld the 
grant unless an as..istant was pro- 
vÍfled for the High School, Miss 
lar- 
garet M. Dingman, of Sornbra, was 
tmgaged for that post at $-100. Jas 
Rt:jynolds and Alex. Ferguson were 
re-elected trustees. l\Ir Wright was 
re-elected chairman, anll Mr Eady 

'3cretary-treasurer; ann thes9 two 
along with Mr Smallfielc1 were chosell 
as tile first Manag
ng Committee to 
pnrchase furniture and apparatus and 
look after the" m:lnagAment aUll goorl 
maiotemmcp of the school during 
thH Jf'ar" ThA minutes also record 
that consinf'r':\ble 11Ïscussion took 
plaet.> in regarrl to t.he nAcessity of 
having High School districts formed 
in th9 county, and of the "unfairness 
of compHlling the local municipalities 
to builrl and maintain High School 
buih1ings anrl pay t<-achers while t.he 

urrouurling municipalities are alluw- 
ed to senrl their chi]rlren without 
paying anythiug towarrls tile High 
School"." aur1 tlte Managing Oom- 
mÏt.tAe aloug with l\lessr
 Ward and 
:o;t,ew<\rt. were appoint\!Ì to draft a pe- 
tition to the Ontario Legislature on 
the sn b.
e('!; 
In 18i7, Jas. StAwart anrt Wm. Airth 
were re-elected as Public School trus- 
tf'l'S, aud Ja
. Warrl and Peter Dougall 
re-appointed High School trustees. 
Mr Wright was re-plpcted chairman 
awl .Mr Eady secretary-treasurer. W. 
J, Gi lJsou, Miss Dingman. Hugh 
Oarev and Mrs Be1l9rby were re- 
engage(}; while Misses Jeunie Mul- 
'Taugh, of Toledo. anll .Tennie Wat- 
wn. of Renfrew, were ad(lfJd to 
the st<jff at $2(j0 anll $Hi8 respectively. 
Again at tht:j ina.ugural meeting the 


habits of punctuality-or the lack of 
it-of the teachers were discussed, 
anrl a resolution pa
8l'd insisting that 
they must be Dunctual, and must 
take l\1r Adllison's ti me for their 
guidance. 
The school population, too, had 
continued to grow, and in July of 
.this year, on motion of Messrs Ward 
anil Jamieson, a demand was mad9 
on the Oounty Council to build a 
High Sehool in the village of Ren. 
frew: an(t the Board commenced 
to look for accommodation for the 
junior pupils. In July, also, Mr 
Carey asked tu be released as he 
wished to attenrl a University: and 
.Mr Henry Beer was engaged in his 
place. Th? 0111 Grammar School on 
Plaunt street, was fitted up fur the 
junior department: Mrs Bellerby to 
take charge of it. In September the On- 
tario Government announced its policy 
of founding the mor1el schools. for the 
training of teachers: and on the 13th 
of October it was announcAd that one 
of these model schools woulrl be 
locatel} in Renfrew. The Board pro- 
cet:jderl thereupon to nwl some otller 
place for the High School. as ti.e de. 
partment it used was needed for the 
new departure. 
Ir Beer was allowed 
an extra $23 for his serv ices in the 
model term. 
For 1878, .Tames A Ihn and A. 
J, McIntyre were electerl Public 
School trustet:js in place of G. W. 
MeDonalrl anG Alex. .Jamieson. Dr 
O'Brien became a High Sch'),)l trus- 
tee; Mr A. A Wright was also 
elected chairman. anrl Mr Eady sec- 
retary-treasurer. The t9aching staff 
engaged was W. J. Gibson and Hugh 
Oarey for the High School; Saurlfield 
DavÏllson, of St. George, as head. 
master of the Pllblic School; Miss 
HattiA Reynolds, of ForAster's Falls, 
as first assistant As the year c]o.;erl, 
the Boarr1 advertised for teachers for 
all departments. There were seven- 
teen application!! for the heajmaster- 
ship of the High School at from $700 
to $1,200. The first choice was Mr 
A. Deyitt, of Waterloo; aud failing 
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satisfaotory arrangements \vith him, 
Mr Charles McDowell, of Orange- 
ville, was to be engaged at $700. Mr 
McDowell was finally engaged, and 
in 1879 commenced one of the re- 
cord careers as a High Sehool teach- 
er in Ontario. Hugh Carey was 
chosen out of 30 applicants as as- 
sistant, at 
-!50, R. N. Curry, of 
Durham, was chosen principal of thfl 
Model School, out of 13 applicants, at 
$600. Out of another 13 applicants. 
Geo. W. Campbell was chosen first 
a3sistant at $-150, but rleclining the 
place, David If. Lent, of Brighton, 
was engaged at. $450. Miss HattIe A, 
Reynolds, at $350, and Miss Maggie 
Burton at 
170 completed the staff. 
The High School at this peri 011 was 
held in what was known as thl') old 
Polish church on Bonnechere street, 
the Boarrl having had to get extra 
quarters during the Model School 
term. 
In 18;9. Alex. Jamieson and James 
Reynolds were re-elected puh
ic 
school trustees; and Albert Smallfield 
who had given place to Dr, O'Brien 
ill 18ì
 again bec..\mEl a High School 
trnst,ee. A. A. Wright ",nil Gao. Ead)' 
were re-eleete,l chairman and secrt'\- 
tary. Tlw BOl\rd on two oc
asion
 
passed 
f'solnt.ions of thanks to M r 
Curry for his lucirl reports on s
hool 
affairs. All the teachers W9re offererl 
re-,:mgagemeut for 18
0. 
In 1880, .Tas. Stewart and Wm. 
A.irth were re-eleeted as Public School 
trustees and Noble Dean and Dr. 
O'Brien appoint
d High School trus- 
tees. At the first meet:ng of this 
year, one hour nnrt a quarter wa
 
granted as the noou recess. On the 
14th of Feb, Messrs Wright, Eady 
and Dr. O'Brien were cho!"en as a 
committee to take steps towardto; the 
building of a High School. In :\farch, 
Mr Curry resigm
d his position as 
head-master of the Public 8ehool, aDd 
Mr LeDt was artvaDced to (he prin- 
cipalship and Miss Ida Smith added 
t:o the teaching staff. Mr James Allan 
was added to the Higl, School build- 
ing cl'mmittetl. Negotiations were 


opened with J. L. M
Dougall for the 
pur
hase of fonr lots near the old 
burying gruund (the McDougall pri- 
vate 
rav9Y8rd being where the Separ- 
ate School now is); ani! a demand 
was made on the village (JouDcil to 
raise $2,500 for the site and new 
building. At the meeting in May, 
Mr Martin L. Russell's offer to sell I!) 
lots containmg 3 1.16 acres, in rear of 
the McDougall burying ground, for 
$.500, was accepted: and the present 
"ite of the Collegiate In'3titute thus 
secured. Messrs :McDo
gall aDd Rey- 
nolds were appointed to get plans and 
specifi
ations for the new building: 
the size not to excEled 35x60. Duncan 
Mc:Nicol was the architect selected. 
Rud received $15 for the plans and 
specificatioDs. Mr Lent having only 
a s
coDd-class certifioate was not able 
to remain as Model School principal, 
and for the model term gave place to 
l\ír E. A StBvens, of Delta, who re- 
ceived $'2.10 for the that; portion of the 
YAar. The lowest tender for the new 
High School building was $2,700. The 
Board had not calculated on so much. 

o the plans wElre ('ut, aDd Mr Thomas 
Henderson finally awarded the con- 
tract at $2. :1;;0, Mr Reynolds was ap- 
pointf\(l O\'er:
eer at $30. MessrR 
Wright, Ea{ly, Stewart, Allan a!2d 
Ward agree:l to sign Dotes to raise 
the money to build the s!Jhool. At 
the September meetiDg Mr Wright 
announced that he would giye a sil- 
ver medal each year to the pnpil tak- 
iDg the highest marks at the Inter- 
mediate examination; if the Board 
would aunounce it to the teachers of 
the county. The Board accepted the 
offer. Messrs John Munro, Alex. 
Ferguson, Duncan McNicol and 
Thomas Hender80n w?re appointed 
valuators to fix the price that should 
bEl pf\id to the High School Board by 
the Public School for that portion of 
the Argyle street school whieh had 
beeD occupied as High School. They 
fixed the ,ulne of ,the school at $4,1;22 : 
aDd the Public School paid half that 
amount towarfls the buildiDg of the 
new High Schaol. 
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For 1881, Elkanah Mayhew and 
Duucan I'. Stewart were elected as 
Public School trustees. aud Mr Jas. 
Craig as a High School trustee. There 
was some talk after getting into the 
Dew High School building. of another 
assistant being necessary. but the 
urgency was doubted bv some of the 
cantious ones. and the matter was 
laid aside. There had 10nJ( been a 
grievance with the Separate School 
supporters that improper tax levies 
were made upon them. The Secretary 
reported that after investigation he 
found that in the years 1872, '73 and 
'75 there had been altogether collected 
from them unduly the sum of 
$183.72. All the teachers were re-en- 
gaged fur 1882 except Mr Carey, who 
resigned. Mr R. A. Harron, of Tor- 
onto, was enga
ed in his place as 
teacher of languages. The 01.1 Gram- 
mar School was rented to the Incle- 
pAndent Forf\sters as a Hall. 
For 1882, Jas. Reynolds and Jas. 
Clark were chosen public schûol trus- 
tees by election-a rather unusual 
proc
eding in those ilays-Mr Thomas 
Knight being the unsuccessful canili- 
date. Mr Jas. Crai
 wato; chosen 
chairman. There waR nothing of 
moment during the year, but one 
night when Mr. Craig came inlate, 
aDd Mr Wright was in the chair tem- 
porarily, Mr Craig intruiluced K 
motion, which carried, off('ring 25r.. 
ff")r each and every pig impounded, 
taken from off A rgy Ie street, near the 
public school premilms. 
All the teachers were rp-engagA(l 
for 188S, Axcept Miss M. Mills, wh'.\ 
r..."igned, and whose place \Va"! tHRAll 
by Miss Amy Small field. Jamflfl 
Stt'!wart and William Airth were rp- 
f\lected public school trustef's. Early 
in the year, Mr Stevens askeil leavA 
to 
o to Coll
ge for a time, and was 
ßllowert to go. supplying Mr Matthew 
l\IKckay as a substitute. A. A. 
Wright was once again chosf\D chair- 
mall of the Boaril. Rev. P. Rougier 
havin
 complained to the Educational 
Department on the use of ":Marmion" 
in the literary f\xAr('ises of th
 Hi!!h 


School. toe Board announced that" The 
Traveller" had been substituted. Two 
clocks were purchased for the schools. 
and the teachers by resolution in. 
structed to keep them set to Kearney's 
time. At midsummer, Mr Barron 
asked to be released, owing to lack of 
harmony between himself and the 
prinoipal; and satisfactory financial 
arrJl.ngements having been made, his 
resignation was accepted. Clifford 
Kemp, of Codrington, became his suc. 
t"Jessor; and Mr John Raine, of Oarle- 
ton Place, wat! engaged as principal of 
the Model School. In November, 
Messr.. Wright, Craig and Clark ware 
appointed a committee to ascertain 
the cost of building a wing to the 
Public School. 
For 1884, Elkanah Mayhew and D. 
F. Stewart were re-elected Public 
School trustees, tihe other P. S. trus. 
tees bein
 Wm. Airth, James Stewart, 
,Tames Reyuolds and .Tames Clark. 
High School trustees in that year 
were A. A. Wright, Peter Dougall, 
Geo. Eady, Jr., Patr,ick Devine anrl 
Jas, Ward. The teaching staff was, 
in the High School, Chas. McDowell, 
Principal, at $850, anò C. G. Camp- 
bell, of Parkdale, at $600; in the Pub. 
lic School, Joseph Boa
, of Lansing, 
Principal, $600, and Misses M. Mills, 
B. Mitchell and A. 5mbllfield as as- 
!Ü:-tauts. Mr Wright was re-elected 
chnirman, Rnò Mr Eady secretary- 
treasurf\r. Early in the year it was 
decined to f\n
age another assistant 
tPacher for t.h
 Public School, and to 
[llac<3 her clal/18 in the old Grammar 
Sehool building. Mi"s Maggie FrasAr 
W:'IS enga
ed as teacher in it. Th9re 
was tree-planting in that year; Mr 
Andrf'w 
'rood undertaking to place 
trtJ
s around the School grounds at 25c. 
each, anrl to replace any that did not 
grow the fiecond year. After an ad- 
dress by Mr R. G. Scott, I. P. S. for 
the county, in favor of a. wing to the 
Public 
chool instead of new Ward 
School"!, the BOJl.rd decided to build 
the "ing. In July, Mr ThoB. Hen- 
derson wa" awarded the contract for 
building the win
 at 313,34!). Miss 
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Fraser resigning, Miss Norah Soper 
was engaged as junior assÏEtant. 
For 1885, Messrs McDowell and 
Campbell W'3re re-engaged for the 
High School. In the Publio School 
Mr Boag was also re-engaged and the 
three IKdy assistants, having notified 
the Board that they did not wish re- 
enga2
ment Miss Eva Cameron, Miss 
Maggi A S. MaoDonalrl, (Paisley) and 
Miss Andison (Perth) were appointed 
in their places. G. W. MacDonald 
replaced Jas. Reynolds as Public 
School trustee, and Messrs Wright and 
Eady were re-elected to their posi- 
tions. At mid-summer, it was decid- 
ed to add a teacher in elocution and 
music to the High School staff. Miss 
E. J. Cox, of Hamilton, was engaged. 
For 1886, W. H. Harlton, of Beams- 
vilIe, replaced Mr Boag as principal 
of the Public School, and Miss Alice 
MacDonnell replaced Miss Eva Camer- 
on, who had re3igned; and at the 
annual election, Thomas Knight re- 
placed Wru. Airth as Public School 
trustee, and Cornelius Enright was 
added to the High School board. 
Messrs Wright and Eady were re- 
elected to their positions. This year 
the High School Inspector presented a 
report strol]gly conrlemning the ac- 
commodation and surroundings of the 
school building. The Board prompt- 
ly planted some more trecs and 
promised to make other improvements. 
Miss Smallfield was engaged as Model 
School term assistaut; and the matter 
of the improper levies on the Separ- 
ate SlJhool supporters in 1882-83-84 
and . 85 again came up. ThtJ Board 
offered re-engagement to all the 
teachers: but Misses M
ggu
 Mac- 
Donald and Alice MacDonnell tender- 
ing their resignations, Belle McKer- 
racher, of Perth, and Lily AlJan 
WAre appointed iu their places. Miss 
McKerracher did not come. Several 
efforst were maòe to get other teach- 
ers aud :Miss A. E. Kinsey was finally 
appointed. The Separate School diffi- 
culty was met by the Board recom- 
mending that the Village Council pay 


to the Separate School supporters 
$300 in full of their claim. 
For 1887, the Board remained the 
same, In May, communication was 
received from the Whitby Board ask- 
ing co-operation in forming a Pro- 
vincial Association of School 'frustees 
and naming the date and place of 
that body's first meeting. Mr Mc- 
Dowell was re-engaged for 1888 at 
$950. Mr C. G. Campbell r'3signing 
the assistant's position, Mr Ralph 
Ross was chosen to replace him; but 
after telegraphing that he would 
come, wrote that he CQuid not, aDd 
Mr Stephen H. Murphy was engaged 
as assistant at $700. Miss Cox had re- 
signed, but the Board appointed a 
committee to ask her to remain. 
. 
C. Smith succeeded W. H. Harlton as 
principal of the Model School; and 
Miss Loui
e Freer was appointed 
seconj assistant in placo of Miss 
Allan, who resigned. Miss Agnes 
Rober6ton, of Perth, was engRged as 
assistant to the principal of the Model 
School during the Model term. In 
December, the teachers were instruct- 
ed by resolution of Messrs James Ward 
and James Stewart to introduce the 
Temperance Text-book into the 
schools. 
For 1888, James Clark was re-elect- 
ed public school trustee, and Donald 
Stewart and John Park replaced 
Elkanah Mayhew and Thomas Knight. 
James McCrea replaced Cornelius 
Enright as the nominee of the Separ- 
ate School Boarrl on the High School 
Boaril. Messrs Wright and Eady were 
fA ,elected chairman and secretary. In 
Februar.v Mi'3s Cox resigned owing to 
ill.health. In that month also the 
Boaret decidf'et to buy a bell for the 
Model School tower. Miss Paul, of 
Newburgh, was cho'3en to fill the posi- 
tion vacated by Miss Cox, till mid- 

nmmer. In November all the teachers 
expressed willim
ness to re-engage ex- 
cept Mr S. H. Murphy and Miss 
Freer. Miss O. Ali
e Oameron, of 
Kingston, -was chosen to fill Mr 
Murphy's l,osition, and Miss M. E. 
Sim to fill that vacated by Miss Freer. 
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For 188H, G. W. McDonald, .Tas. 
Stewart and D. F. . Stewart were re- 
elected Pnblic School trnstees; Mr P. 
S. Stewart was appointed a High School 
trnstee; Mr Arthur Gravelle became 
the Separate School representative on 
the High School Board. Mr A. A. 
Wright: was re-elected chairman and 
Mr Eady secretary-treasurer. Miss 
Agnes Robertson ha ving resigned her 
position as assistant in the Model 
School, Miss BeBe Eady was ap- 
pointed in her stead. In Jnne Mis9 
Louise Freer was engaged as assistant 
in the Model School and Miss Etta 
Anderso'l. as assistant in the High 
School. In July, Mr Chah. M. 
French, of Oshawa, was engaged as 
assistant to the Principal for the 
Model School term. A petition from 
the pupils of the Public School for 
an hour and a half's recess at noon 
was refused by the Board. III Octob- 
er, Mr McDowell was re-en
aged as 
principal of the High School at $\)50; 
Mr Smith as prinC'ipal of the Model 
School at $775. Misses AniJison and 
8im were re-engaged as assistants in 
the Model School: and at this meet- 
in
 a resolntion that in future'the 
8chools be granted a whole day's. 
holiday on the last day of the 
Renfrqw Exhibition was carried on 
mot.ion of :\Ie3srs James Stewart and 
John Park. In November, John H. 
Mills, of Kingston, was engaged as 
first assistant in the High School at 
$750; Miss Annie Kennedy as one of 
the assistants in the Model School at 
$22.); and anothor rlepartment was 
added to the Model School with Miss 
Annie Riddell as t
acher for 1890 
at $
2;j. Near the close of 188Y. death 
rAmoved Mr D, F. Stewart from the 
Board, and a resolution of condolence 
with his family found place in the 
minutes of the meeting, on 17th De- 
cember. 
For 1890, James Clark, Donald 
:::;tewart anrl John Park were re- 
elected Public School trustee", and 
William Airth was chosen to fill the 
unexpired term of the late D. F. 
Stf'wart. The PUDlic School Board 


thus compriseà these, four and Messrs 
.Tas. Stewart and G. W. McDonald. 
The High School trustees were A. A. 
Wright, Geo. Eady, Jr., P. Devine, 
P. Dougall, P. S. Stewart and J. K. 
Gorman. Messrs Wright and Eady 
were re-elected to their positions as 
chairman and secretary treasurer. 
In July, Misses Etta Anderson and 
Louise Freer were re-eugagerl, and 
Miss Margaret J. Oampbell, of To- 
ronto, was ehosen principal's assistant 
for the Model term. In October, 
Mflssrs McDowell and Mills were re- 
engagerl for the High School for 1891 ; 
and T. C. Smith and Miss M. M. 
Andison were re-engaged for the Pub- 
lic School. In November, Miss Tena 
Wilson, of Carleton Place, was en- 
gaged for the junior department of 
the Public Sehool, and Miss Essie de 
Long for the first half and Miss M. 
E. Sim for the last half of 1891 for 
the 3rd department of the Public 
School. Mr Smith having declined 
the proffered re-engagement, M!" 
Chas. M. French was offered the 
Principalship of the Model School, 
and in the event of his declining the 
engagement was authorized of Mr E. 
NfJwton Jory, of Hath, at 8630,-anrl if 
MiRs Wilson did not accept Miss Mary 
Jamieson was to be engaged as 4th 
assistant. Mr French did decline; and 
Mr .Tory duly entered upon. a service 
that lasted several years. For trustees 
for 18!H there was onr:e more the un- 
usual proceeding of an election. 
Messrs William Airth. David Barr, 
.Tames Craig, W. H. Kearney, G. W. 
McDonhld and James Stewart were 
nominaterl to fill three positions. It 
was a clos
 contest for most of them. 
David Barr and W. H. Kearney head- 
fld the poll, while Wm. Airth and 
James Craig were a tie. It lay with 
Mr Barr aE the highest assessed mem- 
ber of the Board' to give the casting 
vote and he elected Mr Airth. James 
Clark, Donald Stewart anrl John 
Par
 were the other members of the 
Public School Boarrl. G. W. Mc- 
Donald was appointed a High School 
trustee, find Wm. O'Connor became 



THE STORY OF RENFREW. 


157 


Separat
 School representative on 
that Board. Messrs Wright and Eady 
were re-elected as chairman and sec- 
retary. 
In February of 1891, the teachers 
petitioned that their salaries be paid 
to them in monthly instalments, in- 
stead of quarrerly as neretofore. This 
was i:J line with the growing dispos- 
ition generally to get away from the 
.. credit sy
tem," and substituting 
that of cash buying, and the Hoard 
agreed to the request of the teachers. 
In April, Inspector Scott insisted on 
the need 01 an additional teacher in 
the Public School, and Mis
 Marjory 
Ward was engaged. In May the old 
grammar school buildin
 on PI aunt 
street was advertised for sale, and 
was purchased by tender by Geo. 
McArthur for $551. Miss Ett:e 
Anderson having declined re-enFage- 
!Dent aR second assistant in the High 
School, Mis" Maggie Smith, of Har- 
riettsville, was engaged in her place. 
In Angust, Geo. R. Wood, of Dalston, 
was engaged as assistant to the Prin- 
cipal r!uring the Model term. In that 
month also, Mr J. H. Mills, first 
assistant in the High School, asked to 
be released that he might take the 
Principalship of thf\ Hawkesbury High 
School. At first the Board declined 
to release him, but upon his offering 
Mr S. H. Murphy as a susbtitute, the 
Board agr
ed to his rJeparture on 
Ootober 1st. In November, Mr Mc- 
Dowell was re-engaged and hiM salary 
increased to $1,000. Mr Murphy de- 
clining le-engagement as fir"t afi'sist 
ant, there was considerable trouble in 
getting out of the 31 applicants a suc- 
cessor who could teach all the subjects 
the Board desired, but finally Mr Wm. 
Hardie. of Toronto, was secured. 
Among those passed over were Tllos. 
O'Hagan, who has since attained 
some fame as a writer. In the Modc31 
School, Mr E. N. Joryand Misses M. 
M. Andison, M. E. Sim am) Mary 
,Jamiesun were re-en
aged, and Miss 
J.
ucy W. Wright engaged as assistant 
in the junior department. 
At: the annual election for 1892, 


James Clark, Donald Stewart and 
John Park WAre re.elected .Public 
School trustees; the other mAwbers be- 
ing David Barr, W. H. K
arney and 
Wm. Airth. '!,1he High School trnstees 
were A. A. Wright, Geo. Eady, Pat- 
rick Devine, Jas. Ward, D. C. Mc- 
Martin. Mr 8. O'Gorman was ap- 
pointed to the High 
chool Board by 
the Separate School trustees. but de- 
clined to act. Mr P. J. O'Dea was 
appointe1 in his stead. ME>ssrs Wright 
and Eady were re,elected Chairman 
and Secretary. Early in the year it 
was decided that 4Oc. a month should 
be imposerl on non.resirlent pupils at- 
tending the Public School. In May, 
Misfl Ma
gie Smith wes offered re- 
engagement as second assistant in the 
High School, and Miss Louise Freer 
as one of thH assistants in the Model 
School; each ooing granted an in- 
crease; and Miss Belle Eady was ap- 
poinwd Principal's assistant for thf\ 
Model term. Mr Hardie having tele- 
graphed his resignation in August, 
the Boarà was inclined to hold him; 
but did not push the matter at the 
time. But several attempts to get an 
assistant failed. Then one Geu. D. 
Morrell came, but had not the neces- 
sary legal qualifications and was 
allowed to depart after two weeks' 
trial. Then the Board was instructed 
to t!ike legal advice to see if they 
could not get damages from Mr 
Hardie; but no further action is re- 
corded. Finally Mr S. H. Murphy 
was induced to keep the work going 
for a month or two. Shortly after, 
Miss Smith asked to be released. She 
had heard the Board intended to 
make changes in the arrangements at 
the New Year, and had 8 good offer 
from NapanF!e. Under the circum. 
stances, Miss Smith was allowed to 
go, on providing Miss McNab as a 
sub!!ltitute. In the Public School, too, 
there had been changes. Miss Sim 
had been ill, and was replaced for 
a time by Miss Hattie Thompson, and 
eventually by Mis
 Maggie Stewart. 
IB October, Mr John Kellock, of 
Queen '13 Oolle
e, Kingston, was se. 
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cured to teach as assistant in the 
High School till the end of the term: 
and 1\lr John Findlay, of Pembroke, 
also seems to have been engaged for 
a time; and the Board endeavored 
to make a Mr Shipley fulfil an en- 
gagement. 
In November, 1892, anot_er junior 
teacher was added to the Public 
School staff in Miss Katie Russell. 
For 1893, Jas. Craig, D. \V. Stewart 
and Jas. K. Rochester were elected 
Public School trustees, in place of 
Messrs D. Barr, 'V. H. Kearney and 
\Vm. Airth, whose term had expired. 
The other Public School trustees were 
Jas. Clark, John Pdrk, and Donald 
Stewart, while the High School trus- 
tees were A. A. Wright, G. w. Mc- 
Donald, Jas. \Vard, P. J. O'Dea, P. 
Devine, D. C. McMartin ana Geo. 
Eady, Jr. Messrs \Vright and Eady 
were once again elected chairman anti 
secretary. At this meeting, Mr Jory, 
Principal of the Model School, made 
an appeal to the Board for the phonic 
system of te3.ching lather than the 
alphabetic method, but the B::Jard took 
no action at that meeting. In !flay, 
the jl,nior department o
 the school 
was so overcrowded that half only of 
the pupils wer
 permitt, d to come in 
tne n:orning, the other half in the 
afternoon. At midsummer, Misses 
Louise Freer and Maggie Stewart re- 
signed their positions on the teaching 
staff. Miss Belle Eady was promoted 
to the charge of Mjss Fre
r's room, 

n(l Misses Flora Mc
on3.ld and 
C'yntliia \Vright (of Pembroke), were 
,appointsd to the vacancie3. The 
teaching staff re-engaged at midsum- 
mer comprissd !'vIr McDowell as Prin- 
cipal, and 1\lr Robert Young as assist- 
ant in the High School, with Miss 
Carrie Misener, of Grimsby, second 
assist3.nt in place of Miss Annis. In 
the Public School, the teachers en- 
gaged were Mr Jory, Misses Andison, 
Eady, Russell and Jennie Hilliard (of 
Hichmond). Mr Young. however, re- 
signed his place on the High School 
staff, and Mr \V. R. Robeson. of Tor- 


onto was named as his successor. 
For 1894, Jas. Clark and Donald 
Stewart were re-elected Public School 
trustees, and Mr J. H. \Yalford suc- 
ceeded by Mr Park: Mr Clark was 
chosen chairman this year, on Mr 
.Wright's motion, and Mr Eady was 
re-engaged as secretary-treasurer. 
There was a discussion on the point 
of the need for more accommodation 
for the Public School, and Messrs 
McDonald, Craig and Clark were ap- 
pointed as a committee to ascertain if 
a site could be obtained for a Ward 
School. They reported at the next 
meeting that they could not get a 
site; and at the same session the sec- 
retary was instructed to ask tne Edu- 
cation Department what kind of a 
building would be suitable for a High 
School for Renfrew, and if the De- 
partment would furnish plans. In 
March, Miss Alice Elliott, of Ottawa, 
was added to the staff of the Public 
School. Mr Robeson retiring from 
the classical mastership of the High 
School, T. A. Owen, of Dutton, was 
engaged in his stead at $750 a year, 
and Miss Belle D. Halliday, of 
Springtown, was engaged for the 
Pùblic Schcol staff in place of Miss 
Flora McDonald, resignEd; while 
Jas. L. Johnston, of Fournier, was 
engaged as assistant to the Principal 
for the Model term. 
v1iss Andison 
rEtiring, Miss T. M. Scratch was en- 
gaged in her place for 1895, but did 
not accept, and MÜos Amy E. Small- 
field was appointed to the place. 

Hss Russell also recrfd, and Miss 
Lucy Griffith, of Hamilton, was ap- 
pointed in her stead. 
In 1895 there was somewhat more 
interest than usual in the annual 
election of Public School trustees. 
For in this year, Renfrew advanced 
to the municip:ll dignity of a town; 
and this required a fre3h start in 
electing trustees: not as in the past, 
three elected by the whole town, but 
six to be elected by warcls. For the 
North Ward, \V. A. Mackay and D. 
W. Stewart were elected by acclama- 
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tion. For the centre ward, N. Mc- 
Cormack, 2\1. D., and J. H. 'Valford 
were elected; Messrs J. K. Rochester 
and Alex. Ferguson, who also were 
nominated, retiring. In the South 
'Va I'd also, there was election of John 
Park and 'V. 1\1. Dickson by acclama- 
tion; Messrs Donald Stewart, Rev. 
l\Ir Quartermaine, James Clark, "\Vm. 
:i\lills and Albert Smallfield, who all 
had been nominated as wel1, retiring. 
At the next meeting of the Board, the 
six elected balloted to decide which 
should sit for one and which for two 
years: the two-year term faHmg to 
:\Iessrs Stewart, "\Valford and Dickson. 
The members of the High Sshool 
Board for the year were Messrs A. A. 
Wright, Jas. Ward, Geo. Eady, Jr., 
G. 'V. McDonald, S. McDougall, P. J. 
O'Dea, and Ð,: Galligan. MI Me., 
Donald was elected chairman and Mr 
Geo. Eady, Jr., re-elected secretary- 
treasurer. In April, the managing 
committee was instructed to get 
plan and specifications from Mr J. 
D. 
lcKicol for proposed alteations 
in the Model School to provide more 
accomodation; and in May 1\11' Mc- 
Dowell was present with a sketch of 
a proposed addition to the High 
School. In Jun2 the contract for the 
alterations to the Model School was 
let to W. K Roberts for $425: and Mr 
'Yard was instrðcted to ascertain the 
possibility of excavating under the 
Model School to put in coal furnaces, 
and the probable cost. [n July, ten- 
ders were received for the installa- 
tion cf heating by coal furnaces, and 
the managing cOlilmittee was in- 
structed to get estirr:.ate of the pro- 
bable cost of the proposed en- 
largements to the High School. At 
a meeting a week later, the tender 
tor he:Üing was awaruetl to tile Wm. 
Buck Company, of Brantford, for 
$482. J..1iss Halliday was re-engaged 
as assistant in the Public School, and 
T. A. Owen as assistant in the 
High School. In August the con- 
tract for the enlargement of the High 
School was awarded to Messrs Mof- 


fat & Co. and Fred Hilliard for 
$5,042. This provided for doubling 
the size of the school and for the 
erection of a third storey. Messrs 
Walford, McDonalu and Eady wCle 
and authorized to procure an inspec- 
tor. Miss Flora McDonald was en- 
gaged as Principal's assistant for the 
Model Sshool term. Miss Smallfield 
ha ving notified the Board that she 
did not wish rE-engagement fr 1896, 
Miss Bella Eady was appointed to 
her place as first assistant in the 
Public School, and Miss Flora Mc- 
Donald as second assistant. Misses 
Lucy Griffith, Jennie Hilliard and 
Alice Elliott were re-engaged as 
Public School assistants, and 1\11' Mc- 
Dowell re-engaged as principal of 
the High School and Miss Carrie 
Misener as second assistant in that 
school. In Kovember Mr Geo. McAr- 
thur was awardc:d the work of pU[- 
ting in two coal furIlaces aL the High 
;:;chool for $444; and the chairman 
was instructed to write. the Minister 
of Education for Ontario, asking him 
to come to the opening of the en- 
larged High School in }<'ebruary. Mr 
McDowell was delegated to visit Ot- 
ta wa schools to get ideas on the 
equipment of a science room. 
For 1896, \V. A. Mackay, Dr. Mc- 
Corn
acJ( and John Park were re- 
elected Public School trustees, and 
Joseph Gravelle and Dr. Murphy were 
placed on the High School board in 
succession to P. J. O'Dea. and G. W. 
McDonald. W. M. Dickson was elect- 
ed chairman, and in his openin
 
d- 
dress strongly urged tht
 instituti,:hl 
of Kindergarten classes. In March, 
Principal McDowell asked for the 
services of an additional teacher in 
the High School. In April it was 
decided to enlarge the Public School 
grounds by the purchase of the 
.Wedge lot for $700. In July, Mr Jory 
principal of the Model Schol, brought 
to the Board's attention the new 
system of copy books known as the 
"Verdcal" system of writing. He 
thought they were an imvrovement 
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and reeommended their use. At this 
meeting, Misses Edith Airth and 
Lucy \Vright were engaged as assis- 
tant teachers in the Public School 
and Mr Stewart gave notice that he 
would mtroduce a motion to advertise 
for a fourth teacher for the High 
School. Miss Mabel Pringle, of 
Unionville, was 
ngaged as principal's 
assistant for the Model term, and in 
August W. C. Ewing, of Westport, 
was engaged as additional teacher in 
the High School. In September, after 
discussion at several meetings, it was 
decided that the vertical system of 
writing should not at that time be 
intrcduced into the ReJlfrew schools. 
In November, the newly organized 
Literary Society asked the Board to 
light the third storey of the B:gh 
School for their use. The Fire Brig- 
ade asked for tb.e use of part of the 
High School grounds for the Erection 
of a skating and curling rink Mr 
l\lcDowEIl and Miss Misener were re- 
engage<l on the High School staff; 
and Mr Jory anlI Misses Belle Eady, 
Flora McI;onald- and Lucy Griffith 
were re-engaged for the Public 
8chool. The Board rented the Fire 
Brigade 60x1/5 feet of lónd for a 
rink fer tEn YEars at $10 a year; and 
Messrs Mackay, Stewart and Eady 
WEre appcintnl a committee to look 
for a suitable site for a \Vanl school 
across the Bonnechere River. In De- 
cember, the Town Council having 
taken over the Mechanics Institute to 
convert it into a free public library. 
askEd the Board to allpoint three per- 
sons to the Boanl of Management. 
Messrs Alex. Pirie, S. T. Chown and 
.Jas. Craig w'ere chosen. 
For 1897, D. \V. Stewart, J. H. Wal- 
ford anll W. M. Dickson were re-elcct- 
ell to the Board of Public School trus- 
tees; the other members being \V. A. 
Mackay, Dr. McCormacK and John 
Park, for North. Centre and South 
\Vards respectively. The members of 
thp High School Board were Gf'o. 
Eady, jr., .Joseph Gravelle, G. \V. Mc- 
Donaill. S. l\Tcnou
al1. Dr. Murphy, .Tas. 


Ward, .J. H. Walford and A. A. Wright. 
\v. M. Dickson was chosen chairman 
for the year; and Geo. .L-ady, jr., secre- 
tary. The Mercury had for some time 
been advocating tt.e establishment or 
an Agricultural High School in Ren- 
frew. The Board passed a resolution 
that it woultl provide accommodation 
for such an Agricultural High School 
if the E,lucational Department wou1d 
vrovhle the teacher; the resolution be- 
ing forwarded to Mr \V, E. SmallfiEld, 
who was in Toronto, for vresentation 
to the Delmrtm::nt. At this S:1111e Feb- 
I uary rr.eeting, Messrs Eady, Mackay 
and Stewart were made a committe3 
to 
ecure a site for a \Vard SChOOl .n 
the Korth Ward. At a !ater llle
ting. 
I\1r Smallfield rClIcrtcl1 t'"> the I
ml I'll 
th: t the Edurationùl Dpl):li"r:I1)"II
 W?S 
not prepared to 1113.ke a spscial grant 
to any onC' Agricultur
] School. tut 
woultl considEr a g::nera] grant to sueh 
High Schools as would C'stablish Ag- 
ricultural chsses during the winter 
months. T. A. Owcn resigned t.le 
classical mastership of the High 
School; the res:gnation to ta!
e 
effect at t!..3.ster. Hugh W. Bryan, cf 
Kingston, was chosEn in his place at 
the rate of $700 a year. .John D. l\Jc- 
Nicol was allPointed to the Public Lib- 
rary Board in place of Alex. rir
e, 
whose term expired. ;rhe Boan1 offer- 
ed the Corl1oration of the fown $200 
for three lots on thp west sidp or V lC- 
toria strEet, as a site fer a \Val d 
school. This was acceptf'<l. and Messr:;; 
Stewart, :l\1cDonald and r.lcDîugJIl 
were RppcÏnted a com.nìttl p to t!-"pt 
1'1:t,ns fí'l' th() !1PW <;d
('ol buildin h to hI" 
"I:I.-(:>d thereon A skt>:"I'ÌI fr011l J-;. IJi]- 
Ion. architect, showed a school to co<,t 
$2,200, including heating apparatus anù 
the seating of tlw lower flat. At tlw 
May meeting, Messrs Bryan and Ewing 
were re-engaged as teachel.s in tnp 
High School at increase of salary, anll 
::\1isses Belle Halliday, Edith Airth and 
Lucy \Yright were re-engaged a3 tf'ach- 
ers in the Public SchooL ThC' Man- 
aging Committee wpre authorizpd to 
hny flag-1101pc; and flag!'; for the' 
('hols. 
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for the celebration of Queen Victoria's 
Jubilee Day; as well as small flags for 
the children to use in procession on 
that day, and portraits of Her Majesty, 
to be placed in each department of the 
schools. T he tender of Tinswood Burt- 
on, to erect the new \vard School for 
$1,950, complete, was accepted. The 
tender of Gurney Massey to put in tue 
l1e3.ting apparatus for $187 was ac- 
cepted. In August, Mr Jory's repeat- 
ed requests to be allowed to introduce 
vertical writing copy-books into the 
schooL was rewarded, the Board on 
motion of :Messrs McDougall and Stew- 
art, granting the desired permission. 
Out of 53 applicants for the position of 
prindp
l's assistant during the :l\1odel 
term, three men were chosen, hut all 
failing to come, )1iss :\Iaggie Stewart 
was fin311y appointed. In September, it 
was decided, en motion of )'Iessrs Mc- 
Pon
 1.1 anll Stewart, to pat a taOlet in 
the \V8rd School, nam.ng it the "Vic- 
toria" School. In OctobtT, 1\11' Burton 
I eported to the Board that he had al- 
ready eJ\.pended $1,758 on th2 building, 
with the plastering, pafnt:ng anu glaz- 
ing still to be done. He asked to be 
ret:eved of the contract. After cor.sid- 
erabl . n9gotal.on, the Board appointEd 
architect Dillen to Lmsh the bUJltling. 
In November, Miss Halliday resigned 
her vosjtion and Miss :\Iaggie Stewart 
wa.s apvointed for thi3 departmfnt. 
Oth
rs teachers re-engaged were: l\'Ir 
lucDowell and 
\Iiss MiEenu o in the 
High School: :\11' Jory, and Misses 
Belle Eady, 1< !Ora McJ;onald, and Lucy 
Griffith in the Public Jchool. 
In 1898, \V. A. Mackay, Dr. McCor- 
macl{ and .John Park were elected 
Public Echorl trustees; tile other 
n:embers being D. 'V. Stewart, J. H. 
Wal
ord and \V. 1\1. Dickson. The 
L.dgl1 School trustees were A. A. 
\Vright, G. \Y. l\IcDonald, Dr. Cleary. 
Geo. ,Eady, Jr., Jas. 'Yard. Jos. Gra- 
velle and Dr. l\IurVhy. 1\11' Dickson 
was re-elf:cteù cha
rman, and Mr 
Eady, secretal y-tr
asur, r. The sec- 
retary was instructed to write the De- 
vartment of Etbcation regarding the 


organization of a company of volun- 
teers in the High School, the Depart- 
ment to furnish the rifles; tne Board 
to provide the uniforms and a quali- 
fled drill sergeant. Miss Flora Mc- 
Donald was transferred from the cen- 
tral school to be principal of the 
\Vard School; and the Secretary was 
instructed to advertise for 
 teacher 
for the Central School who could 
te
ch vocal music. l\Iessrs Bryan 
and Ewing were re-engaged as assist- 
ants in the High School. l\hss Carrie 
Misener resigned. In July, tenders 
were accepted from H. Moss to put 
water and sewer connections into the 
schools. In September, Messrs 
Wright and l\IcDonald moved that in- 
quiry be made of the Department in 
Toronto if the High Schoo. had the 
equipment to be forn
ed into a Col- 
legiate Institute. In November, 
Messrs McDowell and Jory were re-en- 
gaged as Prindpals of the High and 
Model Schools respectively. Misses 
Belle Eady, Flora McDonald, 1\laggie 
Stewart and Lucy Griffith were re- 
engagpd on the Model School staff 
and Miss Fdna Inglis adùed to it. 
For 1899, Jas. Clark, J. H. \Valford 
and D. \V Stewart were ejected .Pub- 
He School trustees, the others being 
John parl{, Dr. McCormack anll \Y. 
A. Maclmy. The High School trus- 
tees were G.\V. l\IacDonald. Jas. Ward 
A. A. Wright, Geo. Eaùy, Jr., Dr. 
Cleary, Dr. Murphy, .Jos. Gravelle. 
1\11' \Y. A, Mackay was elECted chair- 
man: and Geo. Ep.dy, Jr., re-appo!nt- 
ed secretary-tre:lsurer. In April, D. 
\V. Stewart anll Dr. l\Iurphy were ap- 
pointed a committee to inquire into 
the cost of getting the High School 
changed into a Collegiate Institute. 
The Department meantime notified 
the Board that a f.fth te'lcher was 
needc(1 for the lll!mber of pupIls. A 
te
tin
ol1ial was granted to !\Ii
s :\] c- 
biver:n, who had retired from the 
staff; and 
lessrs Dryan and I<':wing 
and l\Iiss l\lenish were re engaged as 
High Schocl assistants; and :\t:s-.;e<; 
Dl'lIc Ead
., Flora 
lcnonald. LHer 
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Griffith, Edith Airth, 1.11<')' Wright. 
Elina Inglis and l\'1aggie Stewart were 
re-engaged as Public School teachers. 
:\Iiss Stewart resigning, Miss Kate 
:\'1offatt was engaged in her stead. 
Mis,; 
Iap;gie Russell, of Arllprior. wa
 


engaged a
 Principal's assistant dur- 
ing the Model term. Miss Je:m Dav- 
idson was E'nglg2d as assistant in the 
High School. In November, Messrs 

lcDowell and .lory Werf' re-engaged 
for 1900. 
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MUNICIPAL EVENTS FROM 1860 TO 1900. 


The late Rev. Dr. Campbell in his 
telling of the Story of Renfrew had 
brought: its municipal history np to 
the end of 1859; and so, in renewing 
the thread, it has become our lot to 
scan the pages of the minute books 
of the years succeeding. In 1860 the 
ratepayers for the third time, chose 
their municipal governors, Geo. 
Ross officiating as returning officer 
and Areh. 
VlcGregor aR Poll ClerIc 
The voters had for choice: J chn 
Smith, J. L. McDougall, Sr., A. R. 
McDonald, H. Bellerby, Arch. Thom- 
son, John McRae, R. C. 

1ills and 
Sampson ('oumb-s. They chose 
Smith, Bellerby, McDonald, Thom- 
son and :\Iills in the order namEd. 
The Councillors, when they gathered, 
chose :\11' Smith as Reeve; and Geo. 
Ross as CIerI\: and Treasurer at a 
salary of ;E 12 1Û's. John Burns was 
appointed collector and assessor at 
Æ:7 IDs. A. R. :\IcI'onald resigned in 
February, and J. L. McDougall was 
elected in his stead. 
Already the village was showing 
the first indication of the demand for 
good streets-for .:\11' Bellerby gave 
notice of the introduction of a by- 
law to provide for the erection of 
sidewalks: and as the year progress- 
ed, he saw the prC?ject through; the 
by-law being the 28th in the village 
records, anll the sidewall{s to be con- 
structed being on the west side of 
Raglan from hridge to bridge, and on 
the east side of the street from )J c- 
Andrew's (where the Dom
nion .t10lHje 
now is) to l\Jerric]\:'s, (which was at 
the north side of Renfrew street) ; 
awl also a walk on the north side c-f 
the Bonnechere bridge as far as 
Wright's Hotpl; anc] on the east sidp 
of Smith's creek, as f:lr as the mam;e 
lot. Louis Laventure wa
 the Sl:C- 
cf'ssful tenderpr at $3,3
% )lpr lod. 


But a hitch came, over the building 
of the crossings, and the year went 
out with special meetings being held 
to arrive at an adjustment. 
But sidewalks were not the only 
im.provement carried on. Drainage, 
too, was under discussion, and ;E 15 
was voted to improve the private 
drain which had been built through 
the McInnes property on centre 
:Main street out to the gulleys where 
the C.P.R. station now is located. 
As is often the way, where there 
is construction work, there is fric- 
tion; and for some reason not re- 
corded, Messrs Mills and Thomson 
resigned their position on the street 
committee. The contest evidently 
went deeper than this: for Mr Mills 
having absented himself from Coun- 
cil for three months, it was deci-ded 
after some conflict in Council, to 
void his seat and choose a successor. 
This was done :;0 late in the year as 

ov. 21st, when John McAndrew was 
chosen to fill the vacancy. There 
had been another break 
n the Coun- 
cil's circle earlier in the year, caused 
by the death of :\Jr McDougall in 

[ay; on the 29th of which month 
William :\lackay was chosen to fill 
the \'acancy. 
In the month of :\lay, too, tAle 
Coundl had a larger que3tion than 
that of mere village politics to con- 
sider. Hon. John A. Macdonald, then 
Attorney-General of Canalla 'Vest, 
h3.d introclucPll a hill to detach eight 
town!"hips from Renfl ew county and 
annex them to FrontenaC'. This set 
the heather OiJ fire and at a !:'pecial 
meeting on May 2nd, 
Iessrs Smith. 
Bellerby and Hugh Torney were ap- 
pointed a committee to protest, and 
Council also made a grant of ;{; 12 IDs. 
to Rend somf'one to the seat of Go\"- 
prnment (Quebpc) to ol1POs(' tbe bill. 
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Geo. Ross was appointed to go, and 
to call on J. L. McDougall at Ottawa 
to get his assistance in the matter. 
At the same time Reeve Smith was 
authorized to go to Bagot to rouse 
the people there to 'protest as well. 
On the 9th of June, a public indigna- 
tion meeti
g in Renfrew requested 
that the Reeve also go to Quebec to 
I)rotest and voted his expenses of 
;E 12 1 Os. In this year the village 
also. felt the pulsing of life in an- 
other direction. The first unruly 
citizens must have appeared in the 
garden, for Mr X. Plaunt offered the 
Council two rooms in his hotel free 
as a lock-up. Council accepted the 
rooms, but evidently would not accept 
them as a gift; as the re
ord says 
that after a conference, Mr Plaunt 
agreed to give the lock-up for any 
number of years, and on such terms 
of payment as the Council should 
think proper. 
The Agricultural Society asked 

ouncil to petition the Government 
to change the date of the Spring 
Fair to the first Wednesday in May 
and the Fall Fair to the first Wed- 
nesday in October. 
It was noted that E. :\lurphy re- 
signed the position of pound-keeper 
as he was leaving the village, and H. 
Groves was appointed in his stead. 
The rate of taxation for the year 
was fixed at 2% pence in the pound: 
and thus was brought to an end the 
first and a busy year in a new decade. 
In 1861, the men nominated for 
Council were ,John Munro, .Jr., .John 
Smith, John McAndrew, William 
:\lacJmy, Archibald Thom
on, Henry 
BeJlerby, R. C'. \T ill s. It was any 
man'
 race: for the highest polled 
44, and the lowest 28. 
lackay, 44; 
Smith, 43; Munro, 41; Mills, 33; Bel- 
Jerby, 3:3; 
TcAndrew, 28; Thomson, 
28, The first five were the elected. 
These were the days when the Coun- 
cil elected the Reeve from among 
their own number; and from the 
start there was evidence that some 
f('eling was aroused over matters 


that do not now appear on the sur- 
face. For -something out of the 01'- 
-llinary occurred. There was an ad- 
dress presented from the household- 
ers and freeholdel's requesting the 
Council to elect John Smith as Reeve 
again; and a protest was also handed 
in by Abraham Frase-I' and Patrick 
Kelly against John Munro, Jr., and 
R. C. 
Iills taking their seats: though 
the recorùs give no hint of the why 
or wherefore. But those protested 
against were in no resigning mood; 
rather, indeed, they were much in 
evidence. For Councillors Mills and 
Mackay moved that John :\lunro, Jr., 
be Reeve. In amendment it was 
moved by 
Vlessrs Bellerby and Smith 
that Mr Smith be Reeve. The 'amend- 
ment was defeated, and :\Ir Munro 
became Reeve. That settled, there 
was trouble over - the Clerkship. 
Councillors Mackay and Mills moved 
that Geo. Ross be Clerk. In amend- 
ment, Messrs Bellerby and Smith 
moved that 1\Ir Ross be ('lerk and 
Treasurer. The amendment was 
lost. Mr Ross llecIinerl to accept the 
Clerkship. Then lVIessr,s Smith Hnd 
Mackay moved that \Villiam Hal- 
penny be Clerk. This was carried. 
But 1\11' Halpenny declined. Then 
Messrs Mills and Mackay had an- 
other try-nominating Jas. Watt for 
Clerk. Messrs Smith and BeJlerby 
moved in amendment that Robert 
Morgan be Clerk. This amendment 
carried. John Munro, Sr., was chm::en 
Treasurer. The Assessorship cansed 
another contest. 
1essrs Mills and 
:\tlacJmy moved that Henry Airth, Sr., 
be asse5sor. Then :\1:essrs Smith and 
BeJlerby moved that l\lr Airth and 
Robert Drysdale be joint assessors. 
This was lost. Then :\11' Rmith 1110V- 
ed that \Vm. McKay, agent, be asses- 
sor. This also was lost. And the 
first motion carrierl. A. R. McDon- 
ald was appointed collector. Gpo. 
Ross was appointed issuer of tavern 
licenses; but declining this post, 
Robert 
lorgan had it added to his 
office: the Clerl\:ship and aU for a 
salary of $40. 
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Thus early in the village history 
there were streets difficulties to un- 
ravel, or rather app[cations for un- 
used parts of streets; one from 
Sampson Coumbs, one from John 
Smith asking for part of what is now 
Hall street, in lieu of 1 portion of 
land in the extension 0: Albert and 
.James street; one from Ceo. Ross 
for a portion of the side road in front 
of the Town lIall, and one from Mr 
Bellerby for a portion o 1JlW sit e his 
place, (now 1\11' D. Barr's), in l:eu of 
land given for the travelled roadway. 
:\11' Bellerby's seemed to be the only 
one grantefl th3.t year. The others 
were tossed about from meeting to 
meeting. Finally :\lr Coumbs was 
advised that he must Dresent a peti- 
tion from the majority of the rate- 
vayers before his request could be 
granted; )Iessrs )lunro, ::\Iackay anll 
:\Iills were apDointed a committee to 
deal with ::\11' Smith's application and 
later to consult with l\Ir Harper, 
P.L.S., regarding it. But they appar- 
ently purposely kept failing to report, 

nd towards the close cf the year, 
:\11' Smith himself moved that his ap- 
plication be left aside for that year. 
Mr Bellerby's application was grant- 
ed. 
But an even greater matter than 
internal management was bdore the 
Council this year. It was one in a 
sense big with fate for some town in 
the County. A County Town was to 
be selected. Early in the year 
Messrs :\Iunro, Smith an,l Eellerby 
were appointed a committee to draft 
a memorial to the Governor-General- 
in-Council and to take 'such further 
steps as they deemed exvedient to 
set forth the claims of Renfrew to 
the honor of being selected as the 
County Town. Later en, Duncan 
Sinclair was especially thanl;::ed for 
his offer of assistance in Eeeking to 
ha ve Renfrew chosen, and he was re- 
quested to proceed to Quebec with 
the Reeve to establish the claims of 
the village. And while the question 
of the )wrmanf'nt meeting )IIacf' of 


the County Council was being fought 
out before the Government-and 
which topic is touched upon in an 
other portion of this Story-the Ren- 
frew Town Hall was being fitted up 
on motion of Messrs Smith and Béu- 
erby, to receive the County Council- 
lors for their meeting in .June. But 
it was fated to be many years before 
the County Council shOlild mef't in 
Renfrew again. The fortunes of war 
went against Renfrew on this occa- 
sion: Pembroke was chosen, and al- 
though on the last day of August the 
Reeve presented a memorial for sub- 
mission to His ExcelIf'ncy, the Gov- 
ernor-General, praying him to recon- 
sider his decision in the selection of 
the County Town, the Detition (lid 
not a vai 1. 


:Ueantime, the sidewalk policy pro- 
mulgated in the preceding year had 
been pursue,l; and Renfrew was now 
"getting out of the mud" to the ex- 
tent of 
(ì4%, rods of plankwalk and 
13 rods of crossings: for which con- 
tractor Louis Laventure received 
some $700 on account. Orange 
Wright (father of the present citi- 
zen of that name) was vracti(ally 
Renfrew's f.rst street superin- 
tendent; he being asked to report on 
$30 worth of work done by Charles 
Holland on Albert street. And 
shortly afterwards, A. R. l\IcDonald 
was thanked by Council for .'his able 
discharge of the duties of Collector,' 
in consideration of which he was 
ashed to take the position of In- 
spector of Streets with power to 
make rf'pairs and to see that the by- 
laws generally are enforced, "at such 
salary as may be hereafter deter- 
mined." Once again 1\[1' ::\IilIs was 
absf'nt for some time from the Coun- 
. cil board; but this year by consent, 
on motion carried in Council, because 
"he had taken a very extensive con- 
tract from the Government. at a 
great distance from thi,s place." ::\lr 
Smith, too. asked for three I1lOnt115 
Jpave from 1 sl- OctObl--'l" and it was 
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granted; but he returned before the 
close of the year. 
Clerk :Morgan's bill for preparing 
the Hall for the County Conncil was 
$25.43. 
In 1862, those chosen for Council-, 
lors were John Lorn :\lcDougall, with 
50 votes, 'Villiam Mackay 49, John 
Smith 48, David Airth 47, James 
Airth 43. Geo. Ross and Sampson 
('oumbs were defeated. That there 
were some irregularities actual or 
conceived in connection with the 
election, would seem apparent. In 
fact, a second election must have 
been talked of, because the retiring 
Council of 1861 by motion at two 
meetings, instructed the Clerk and 
other corporation officials to deliver 
up their books anù documents to no- 
ùoùy f'lse than those designated as 
plected at the Temperance Hall on 
such a date (the group namel} aùove), 
and to gÏ\"e no ccgnizance whatever 
to any other election of Councillors 
for the municipality. The Council of 
1861 also, Dleeting in the early ùays 
of '62, named \Villiam Halpenny, 

lalcolm :\lclntyre and .John :\''1c- 
.\ndrew as a Board of Examinel s un- 
der the Immection of Beef and Pork 
Act, to receive applications for the 
position of Inspector under that Act. 
Again this year there was much 
trouble apparent over the selection 
of municipal officials. The Reeve- 
ship. hO,wf'ver, came easily to Mr 
Smith this year, by acclamation, on 
motion of Mes
rs McDougall and 
.TanH'S Airth. 1\11' Robert :\Torgan 
was also re-electell Clerk; ùut it was 
all of two months b
fOl e the other 
offices were filled. Council started 
off hy appointing l\lessrs Watt and 
:\1cAndl ew as auditors, and Thomson 
as trpasurpr at $20: R. C. Mills as 
assessor at $20: O. \Vright r.s col- 
If'ctor at $;{O, A. Thomson as issuer 
of lieenses at $20, anll John :\'Ie Lpan 
as }JOlmd-keeper. At the next mcet- 
ing-, ::\lr Wright declining the CoIlect- 
orship, .John Burns was appointed 
at $40. Rut doublp thl' salary dill 


not avpeal to l\Ir Burns for that 
post. At the next meeting his res:g- 
nation was considered, as well as 
that of :VIr Mills as assessor. There- 
upon Alex. Jamieson was named as 
collector at $40; and at a later meet- 
ing, Robert Drysdale was chosen as- 
sesS<J}' at $20; and at a still later 
session, Abraham Fraser was cho
en 
Inspector uf Beef and Pork. 


The temperance question was to 
the fore in those days also; and the 
Sons of Temperance petitioned the 
Council not to grant more hotel 
licenses than the law allowed. The 
license fees, placeù by the Council 
were: Boarding houses, $30; shop 
licenses, $40; tavern, $70; but later 
the shop license fee was reduced to 
$28, open to all who chose to apply 
for it. But if Councillors of those days 
were not exactly prohibit onists, 
they also had a friendly eye ta the 
intprests of the church, for on mo- 
tion of Me3srs :\lackay and Airtn, all 
taxes paid ùy nny Cle] gym3.n were 
to be refunderl. 
As yet there was no real Town 
Hall in Renfrew. ('ouncil h3d met in 
the Orange Hall, which was hrgely 
owned by Geo. Ross, but there hall 
been fr:ction with the former Clerk, 
and for a time the Councl met 
pither in th(' Tempprance Hall or the 
hotpl of A. D. Lesperance (down 
near where the :\1cVeigh sho:) now 
stands.) In :\larch. however, Reeve 
Smith and :\tlessrs :\lcDoug:1l1 anù D. 
Airth were appointed a comwittee 
to confer with :\Ir Ross aùout the 
}Hlrchase of his Hall. They after- 
warlls reported that they hall offered 
:\-11' Ross E 125 for his rights in the 
Hall. Hf> had refused this and 
wanted C 200. On the 2fith of Arril. 
when Council met, t,he committee 
pl'espntel( a lengthy report dealing 
with the Hall qile
t.on: settin
 forth 
the pressing neel) of eX)lpnrl!tl1re 011 
scheels, hall and ùridges, and con- 
cluding that they had thought it test 
to pu)"chasf> thf> Hall 1'l'Om :\11' Ros
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at f: lï5; payaùle {: 50 down, 
Æ: 50 in April of 1863, and ..f 7:} 
in April 1864, at common in- 
terest; building to be used as 
both Hall and school, and taken Ïlu- 
mediate possession of: which possi- 
bility of immediate possession was 
one of the deciding factors in the 
purchase. Though Duncan Sinclair 
had offered a free lot for a Ha
l si:f>, 
Ccuncil ratified the action of thp con,- 
Hli ttee. 
l
p to this time, the municipa 1i ty"3 
advertis.ing had been (lone in Perth; 
but this year there was a bill rend. 
ered by ::\'11' Scott, publisher of the 
"Almonte Express." 
Two other noteworthy items in thé' 
municipal business of the year were 
the offering by Council of "$60 Re- 
ward to anyone who could supply in- 
formation that woulll secure the con- 
viction of the pal ty who mutilated a 
horse belonging to Abraham Fraser, 
a constable of this munkiparty, on 
25th-26th :\Iay," and also the voting 
of $40 to Archibald Thomson "on ac- 
count of his zeal in ass:sting Council 
by the collection of taxes, and for 
many and great benefits which he 
has otherwise done, in carrying out 
the by-laws of this municipality; the 
Fanw being done the more readily on 
aceount of the 108sf>s which ne has 
sustained, evidently from his energy 
on behalf of this municipality." Frcm 
which, reading between the lines at 
this distance, Renfrew, while on the 
whole was a moral and mOllel com- 
munity, was not without its sinners, 
f>ven in those days of its municipal 
infancy. 
In December, the Council received 
from Archibald Thomson the copy of 
a resolution passed at a public meet- 
ing of ratepayers, instructing the 
Council to grant an order for the 
sum of .E 50, to aid in defraying the 
cost incurred in a suit instituted by 
R. R. Smith on b
half of the rate- 
payers of the county. Of this, 
C18 10s. went to A. W. Bell as 
Trpasurer of the {tIll(1. and thf' hal- 


ance to private parties who had sub. 
scribed. 
On January 5th, 1863, John Smith, 
\Villiam :\lackay, Geo. Ross, Jas. 
Airth, M. McIntyre, Robt. ::\Iills, D. 
Airth, J. L. ::VIcDougall, John Burns, 
.Joshua ::\lurphy and William Logan 
were nominated for Counc'1. How 
many of tham were candidates, the 
records do not say; but \Villiam 
:\lackay, Geo. Ross, Robt. :\1 iIl s, J. L. 
::\IcDougall :md Janlf's Ail'th were 
elected. By nomination of ::\Iessrs 
McDougall and ::\lills, James Arith 
was chosen Reeve. Robt. ::\Iorgan 
was appointed Clerk at Æ:ï 10s.; H. 
Airth, Sr., Treasurer, at {: 2 10; W. 

. Faichney, Collector, .c 4; Robt. 
Drysdale. assessor, at ,{: 4; Robt. 
:\lorgan Issurer of Licenses, at 
!: 2 10; and Alex. Jamif>son, Inspec- 
tor of Taverns, at five shillings per 
tavern inspecte(l. \Vm. Halpenny 
was appointed an auditor by the 
Ref>ve, and John McAndrew as aud- 
itor by the Council; Chas. Hudson 
and Patrick Kelly wel e chosen 
Pound keepers and D. Airth and 
Sampson Coumbs fencp-viewers. 
It was not left to the big spending 
days of thf> early years of the 20th 
century to find I
pople backward in 
payIng taxes. Even in 1860. when 
the taxes were low, there wpre rate- 
payers who Wf>re behindhand; so 
much so that a resolution was pass- 
ed that the Reeve consult ::VIr Deacon 
of Perth regarding the power of the 
Council to collect taxes of 1861, and 
its power to sei7e movf>able IH'O)Wrty 
for thf> same. 
On ::\Iarch 28th, :\11' Morgan rpsign- 
ed the Clerkship as he was soon to 
lpavf> the village. The resignation 
was accepted; and on the 11 th 
April. on motion of :\Iessrs ::\IcDougall 
anù :\lackay, Hf'nry Bellerby was 
chosen Clerk at $
O a year. with the 
perquisites of the 'position of Issuer 
of Licenses; this being the first year 
when it was noted that Joseph Gra- 
velle was applicant for a tavern 
licpnse: then probahly commencin
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the career of the well-Imown "Ot- 
ta wa House." 
There was indication that the town, 
long little but a single street, was be- 
ginning to widen out, as William 
Halpenny asked that James 8treet be 
opened up. 
But altogether this seemeù to ùe 
an uneventful year in municipal his- 
tory. There was but one resolution 
of any import-that dealing with 
\\ hat was stdl apparently the un- 
settled matter of the County Town. 
The resolution was ùy .:\Je-:srs ::\Ic- 
Dougall and Maclmy, that the draft 
of a petition drawn ùy a committee 
named at a public meeting of the 
ratepayers cf the municipality, and 
propose.l to be .sent to the three 
branches of the Legislature, 
ettil1g 
forth the claims of Renfrew to be 
the County Town, be adopted by this 
Council and be s,igned by the officials 
and sealed. 
In July 2, resolution was carried to 
In ess the hotel-keelJerS for their 
fees; anll from that to the end of the 

 ear, Council apP3.rpntly did lloth;ng 
hut pay some accounts. 
In 1864. John Smith, Jas. Airth, 
Arch. Thomson. J. L. 
IcDougall and 
John 
lcAndrew were the chm;en 
Councillors; and on motion cf 
::\Iessrs !\.irth and Thomson, 1\1r 
Smith was once again seated in the 
Reeve's ch3.ir. This ye3.r there was 
evidently no trouble in selecting the 
town officials-who were Henry 
Bellerùy, town clerk at $30 apd is- 
suer of licenses at $10; H. Airth, 
Sr., treasurer, at $10; Jas. Bromley 
and Jas. \VaU. auditors, at $4 each; 
R. Drysdale, assessor, at $16; \V. X. 
Faichney, collector, at $16; Thos, 
PI2.tmt. pound-keel)er, and David 
Airth and \Villiam Logan, fenc2- 
viewel s. 
A communication to Council early 
in the year indicateù that the Pem- 
broke Observer had come into ex- 
istence, and was looking for a share 
of the Renfrew Council's business; 
which ll].evious]y hrlll found its w
y 


to Perth, Carle10n Place and Al- 
monte puùlications 
From petition::; received it was 
evident that though a considera.ble 
amount of plank walk had been con- 
structed on the main street, the 
portions of walk proposed to the 
north of the river and to the -south 
of -the creek, had not so far been 
constructed. 
A resolution at the meeting of 
March 18th gave evidence that the 
world was moving along, and that 
Renfrew was 
mxious to get in 
touch with the forward movement, 
This resolution was by l\Iessrs Mc- 
Dougall and :\'lcAndrew that Council 
considering that telegraph communi- 
cation would ùe a great boon to the 
village, engaged itself to afford 
every facility in its power to assist 
the Telegraph Company in its in- 
tention to lay down their wires to 
Renfrew. 
A memorial was also pl'Epal ed for 
presentation to the Governor-Genu- 
al-in-Council pn'ying for a gl ant of 
public money fer the 11Url'O,.'e of im- 
proving the Opeongo Road. The re- 
solution was moved by Me
srs 
Airth and Thompson, who named J. 
L. :\lcDougall, John McAndrew, and 
the town clerk as a committee to 
prepare the memorial. 
An echo of the trouble-s in con- 
nection with the selection of the 
county town was a resolution by 
:\Ies.srs McDougall and Airth, that a 
demand be made on R. R. Smith for 
the amount of money he receive() 
from the Corporation to enable him 
to !)rcserute a suit in chancery in 
reference to the county buildings 
at Pembroke. 
The Streets committee-Smith, 
Airth an.! ::\lcAndrew-were author- 
ized to e}..pend t:100 on necesfary 
rep
irs of street-s anll roads. 
On August 2ïth some G3 rate- 
payers petitione.! for the formation 
of a Fire Company. The Reeve was 
authorized to ascertain the eost and 
best mf:>ans of ohtaining a fire enginf:> 
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and appliances. At the next meet- 
ing, the Reeve reported that Perry 
of Montreal estimated the cost of 
an engine and appliances at .f: 250; 
and the Clerk was thereupon ordered 
to communicate to the petiticners 
that as it would require an addition- 
al rate of not less than one-ha1f the 
lisual rate to purc.hase the fire-fight- 
ing equipment. the Council did not 
feel justified in going on. 
In Xovember, \V. K Faichney was 
appointed enforcer of by-laws, "par- 
ticu]arly thosp affpC'ting the v:Uage 
revenues," at a fair remuneration." 
The citizens nominated for Co
m- 

illors in 1865 were Felix Devine. 
John Smi1h, Samuel Francis, .Jame3 
Airth, John :\1 cAn drew, Arch. 
Thompson. .J. L. :VlcDouga]l. ,John 
McR::te ani] Wm. 
Iackay. It was a 
Est of the strong men of the vill.:;ge: 
and the voters mU3t have hall con- 
sirlerablp trou.ble in I]eciding how 
t8 ca!'t their votes. The poll w
:.'s 
open fOJ' two days ant] closed at 
4 p.m. of the second day, when 
:\Iessrs Smith, Airth, Francis. :\lc- 
Dougall ar.d Devine were ejectEd. 
Messrs l\lcDougall and Devine pom- 
inated John Smith for Reeve; but 
:\Iessrs Smith and Airth nomina1ed 

Ir :\Ic
ougan for the chair; and the 
amendment was earrie(l by :\Ir 
Francis' v-ote. The officials chc:o:en 
for the year were: auditors, \V. Hal- 
penny and John Burns; asseEsor, J. 
Burns; collector, \V. 
. Faichney; 
pound-keeper, Thos. Plaunt; fence- 
vipwer's. \Vm. Logan and D. Airth; 
C'hid constable. \V. 
. Faichney; 
clerk anll iSSI1Pr of ]iC'pns?s, Hpnry 
Uellprby. 
Thp l'qaor ql1P!'tion provided the 
\'ol1nci1 with something of a prohlem 
e
r]y in the year; though as hr as 
can be gathered, 'the question was 
C'hiefiy a nwnetary one. :\Ir D
vine 
was moved to thp chair, and a sps- 
sion heM with closed doors. and a 
resolve was come to. to rpturn a 
portion ('f thp fpps C'harg-pc1. 


In May, the Court of Revision took 
an attitude which in these d,ays 
would be considered somewhat be- 
yond its limit of power. After exam- 
ining- the roll, a resolution was pass- 
ed that the entire real property be 
reduced at the rate of 18 per cent. . 
And apparently thel'e was no one 
to question the legality of the Court 
doing anything but consider the 
actual ap]wa]s before it: -and so far 
as at prpspnt appears, the propprty 
va]uaticn was ,'p(111C'ecl in t'h'lt ]11'0- 
portion. 
Even in thosp da
'3 \':h'n thp 
spending of the Council wa.s small 
and the tax ralÌe low, th2re were 
those who found it difficult to pay 
their taxe3. :\Ir Faichney ] eported 
to Council that $
Î9.4
 of the taxe 
 
of lRfi4 wue !'tiJI unpaid, and rsked 
[cr instructions. Thp ClerIc was in- 
structed to gpt an cpinion [r81:1 :\]r 
J. D. :\lcDona]d as to the rroper 
coun;e to ado])t to pnforce payment. 
\Villial1l McKay, miller, 
sked 
Council's assistanC'e in ]oC'ating (Ie 
predators who h:<d robbecl him r..nd 
m2liciouE]y dEstroYEd his rrope
 tr 
on different occasions; but for some 
reason f'ouncil did net seem inclined 
to take any sppcia] action. 
Altogether j.t will be seen that 
1865 was not a particularly e\y,tfu] 
y
ar in municipal undataking3; but 
its close was marked by one in- 
novation. The minutes record f(lI" 
the fif,st time-so far as mEmory 
carries us-a resolution of than]cs to 
the ]wesiding officer: whi<'h was 
tpndered to Reeve .:\fcDougall on mo- 
tion of f'ol1ncillors Smith anc] Dt>- 
vine. 


In 1866. there was another long 
list of nominees for Council: John 
Smith. Jas. Airth. .John :\IcAndrew. 
Felix Devine. \Vm. :\Iaclny, .John 
:\lcRae. David Airth. ,John O'Harro. 
Arch. Thompson. .John 
Jills, P. 
Dougall, .John :\lcInM'
 and .Jas. 
Gibbons. How nrmy remained in 
thf' raC'E'. the fPC'OJ'c]s ,In not !'my: hut 
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Smith. .Jas. Airth, DevÜ,e, McAndrew 
and McRae were the f:ilO::en: and O!l 
their assembling, on re.olution of 

Iessrs Smith and M 
Þndrew, Fe.ix 
Devine became Reeve f'.Ir If-(;o. 
The officers chosen were: auditor", 
'Vm. Halpenny and Thos. FrEer, (at 
$3 each); R. Drysdale, asseEsor, at 
$20; \V. N. Faichney, collector, at 
$20; pounù-keeper, .John Smi,th (inn- 
keeper); fence-viewers, James Gib- 
bons and S. O'Gorman; J. Burns, 
treasurer, at $20. And for the first 
time, a portion of the (jrammar 
S("hool Board was aJll}oint(>(1 by the 
Council: 
Ie
srs P. Dougall, 1<'elix 
Devine an(l .John Burns being ch08 
en. 
Early in the year. the streets com- 
mittee was grante(l 1: 25 for the re- 
pair of bridges; but later on the 
Jimit was withdrawn. 
In Apl'Ïl, a d(>pntation fr::>m the 
Board of SdlOOl Tru::;tees c:une to 
Council to ask for school accommo- 
dation to meet the re4uirements of 
the Chief Superintendent of Rdl1ca- 
tion: and on motion of Me
 srs Smith 
all II :\IcRae. it was decidEd to fit up 
the Town Hall 8uitablj, b:th flats. re- 
moving the O\itside Rtair\\ ay to tl
e 
upper h3ll, and building an insille 
stairway: as exists to this year of 
HID!). 
In }'1ay Council votell $203 to be 
returned to J. L. :\IcDougall anll 
other citizens who had subs('l"ibell 
that ameunt åS a bonlts to inrluC'e 
the )'Iontre31 Telegraph Company to 
bring their line into Renfl (>w; the 
vote of money being accompanie(l 
by the thanl\:s of the Council for the 
1l11blic service they haJ rendered. 
But whether it was foun(l that this 
grant wa'S megal, or wIH:thel' the 
money was returnerl to the subscri'b- 
ers in some üther way. or whether 
they refused to accept re-imbur
e- 
ment,-the recÛ'l'd
 do not make 
('lear. heyontl this th
t in December 
a motion \Va" 113Sse(1 res:>iinding the 
$
IIO grant. 
80 'far as the minntp;-; reveR 1. 1 Rr.
 


\\ as also pretty much a year of 
"marking time" in municipal de- 
velopment. And the year closed in 
a cloud: for when the Coundl as- 
sembled on December 24th it was 
moved by l\'1essrs Smith and Airth, 
that "in consequence of the severe 
bereavement under which the family 
of .John l\IcRae, (a member of this 
Council) are now suffering owing to 
the lamented death of his eldest son, 
Council do not enter on business at 
this session, but expression' of the 
deepe:5t symp,athy be transmitte(l to 
the family." 
In 1867, there wa
 a change in the 
llrocpedings at the annual nomina- 
tion meeting. For the first time the 
Ree,-e W2,S chosen by voice of the 
lIeople, instead of being Eelerte(l by 
his fpllow Councillor!". And Ren- 
frew's frst Reeve linder this n'ethod 
was elected by acclanmtion; John 
Lorn :\IcDougall being (hòren on 
nomination of David Airth and John 
Smith. For Councillor's, .John Smith. 
.James \Vard. James AÏI th, .Jehn Mc- 
Andrew, David Ail'th and Peter 
Dougall were nominatel!. The first 
fcnr wet e chofen. Pat I ;ck' revine 
hnll \ViUi3.l11 HalIlenny wce apI:oint- 
ed aud:tor
 at $3 e:lch; John L. Mc- 
Dougall, gramn
ar .schcol trustee; 
Rohert DrysIlale as as
essor at $20; 
W. X. Faichney as collector at $20; 
Jas. Gibbcn.s alill Sinon O'Go: man 
r..
 fence-viewers; .Jehn Smith. hotel- 
keer er , as pound-keerer: and \\T. X. 
Faichney as inspector of taverns. 
At the Cout of Revi.::öion in :\Iay 
the Councillors took an active inter- 
est in the assessment, ra.ting many 
a l'rominent citiLen of that date an 
extra $IUO on perscnal property. A 
motion to rellla('e the names of J. 
an11 ('. :\Iair with those of )"Ia1colm 
:\lcIntYI e. JI'., 2.nd P. S. f"tewart, 
with an aSEesslnent of $70.1 0_1 real 
IIropel'Ì
' 
.liIl $.1')0 on per::;cnal 1 1 ,0- 
perty, lu'cuably Eignali 7 es the entry 
in1:o 3cti,'e hus:ness life hel e cf :\lr 
P. S. Stewart. who is in {!:1M) our 
111(>1 C'h:-nt of long!""t st
 nding. 
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In 
Jay, also, the Council appoin
- 
ed a new Pound-keeper: :\11' John 
Smith of the hotel having declinel to 
accept the office "on account of be- 
ing in that office last year." Joseph 
Gravelle was appointed as his suc- 
cessor. 
Application having teen made f:r 
'three tavern licenses, Messrs \Vard 
and )'IcAndrew mo\ed thit as two 
had been granted. and that two was 
all that could be legally grantf'd, the 
third applicant ùe notified t
lat his 
application was refu
e!l. 
In Sf'ptember, John Durns "as 
paill $1.50 for a coffin in which to 
bury an Indian boy who was d.:own- 
ed in SmHh's Cree]c which to
d tèe 
tale of residents of a t) pe not ex- 
i
,tent here now for maJ1Y years, as 
also of che3..per fl ner31 methcd!'> 
than the plainest of to-day. 
For 1868, William Halpenny was 
chosen Reeve by Rcclan.ation; an!] 
the Councillor,s elected. were: John 
Sn:ith, James 'Vard., Samu8] Francis 
and David Ah tho The oJicials 
c'hosen were Hem 
 Bellprby, clerk, 
at $40; James Brom]ey and Thes. 
X. :\1.c.\'Tilliams, auditcrs, $3 each; 
Felix Cevine, GI'ë-mmar school trus- 
tee; Joseph Gravelle, a:.ses:.or, *20; 
W. N. Faichney, coLector, 

O; 
Sampson ('oumbs and .John Smith, 
inn-keq)er, fence-viewf'r!'>; .John 
Scott, pound-keeper. 
By-law :\0. 90 ordere(] a Rpecial 
census of the village, and. ),'11' John 
Bm nR was chosen as enumerator. 
:WI' Francis haying declined to ac- 
cept the position of Councillor, ),11' 
Peter Dougall was chosen by accla- 
mation in his stead, an!] took his 
place at the February me<"ting. At 
this meet.ing on Feb. 10th, the 
Sl)ecial census report of :\11' Burns 
sl:owed the population of the village 
to be R44 wu]s. :\11' GraYelle h2\ ing 
refusf'1I to accept the assessorship, 
1Jr Burns was a,ppointed. to his post 
a t a salary of $2::;. Ta yern and. shop 
licenses "ere fixed. at $;)0 each: an.l 
thrf'C' licp.nsf'
 Wf'rf' now granted. 


On :\Jay 2nd, a ]If'tition was pre- 
sented. from a meeting of ratepayers 
asking for a grant toward.s celebra.t- 
ing the Queen's E'irthd-ay: and 
Council voted $25 to Jas. .Watt, 
chairman of the demonstration com- 
mittee. 
On June 1st, Renfrew's first fire 
brigade may be said to have found 
birth: for -the Reeve and :\Jessrs 
Dougall and \Vard were instructed 
to procure for ,the corporation a few 
hoo]{s and ladders, of suitablp 
strf'ngrth to he considE'I'eù dc:.sirab]e; 
and that the same be in charge of 
:\'11' \Vard, and not to be Hllowed 
.from his place unless in C3se of fire 
or other unexpected calamity. This 
was followed in September by the 
a])poin1ment of a committee to agaiD 
enquire into the practicability of 
purchasing a fire engine: and at the 
same meeting a <.'ommittee waoS ap- 
pointed .to draw up spe:iïcatiùns for 
a lock-u.p. Evidently, Renfrew was 
once again feeling the pangs of 
growth. 'The lock-up project pro- 
ceedf'd. . steadily: and. apparently the 
contract for its erection was award- 
ed to Alex. :\lunro: though the 
amount is not stated. The laddeTs 
were also Pl'ocurerI, for at a meeting 
eraly in January, a resohi.tion pro. 
vided for their painting. 
The eleventh annual nomination of 
the village of Renfrew ,vas h.
l!l on 
the 21st Dec., 1868, and t.hi3 time 
there was tht' first contest for the 
Rceve!;:hip un.lr-r popular yotc. 1Jal- 
celm )'rcIIltyrc 
nd .John :\TcInris 
rowim ted Felix Vevine for that of- 
fice; whilf' David Airth and Henry 
Airth nominated Wm. Ha]penny for 
re-election. The fic]d for four coun- 
cillors com]))"iscd George Biggar, P. 
Kelly, P. Dougall. John Smith, .James 
\Vard. D<:.vitl Airt-h and John Mc- 
Rae. 'The vote for the Reeveship 
stood.41 for Ha]penny, 26 for Df'- 
vine: and .John :\lcRae was (]f'featf'!] 
for the Council101oShip. and Biggar 
and Kelly !Ieclared not qualified by 
thf' (']erk. \Yf' imagine thf' contp<:;t 
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was not on personal grounds, but 
that there were some "locality" is- 
sues at stake. 
John McAndrew and J. H. \Valford 
were appointed auditors, the munifi- 
cent salary of $3 each s'till being 
the rule; Wm. Halpenny was chos- 
en grammar school trustee; John 
Smith and Henry Buffam were ap- 
pointed pound-masters; William 
Airth as asses-sor at $25; Her
ry Bel- 
lerby (Clerk) Inspector of Taverns; 
Wm. Airth and Donald Stewart, 
fence-viewers. 
A petition was prepared for pre- 
sentation to the County Council 
asking for a grant towards the lock- 
up house, and when Mr Halpenny 
came back he was enabled to an- 
nounce that a grant of $200 had teen 
made for that purpose. The Reeve 
with lVIr Smith and Mr Aiflth were 
appointed a committee to !;H1perin- 
tend the erection of the lock-up. 
Donald Stewart (presumably the 
hlacksmith) of the firm of Knight & 
Stewart, was this year chosen as 
street improvement inspector. 
In August, the streets committee 
(Ward, Dougall and Halpenny) were 
authorized on motion of Messrs 
Smith and Smith, to' contract for the 
erection of a bridge across the 
Bonnechere river; the bridge to be 
of a substantial ldnd; the committee 
at the same time being admonished 
"to use all the economy they pos- 
sibly can." The admonition did its 
work; for the committee reported 
that they would repair the old bridge 
that year, and contract for the erec- 
tion of a new one as early as pos- 
sible the ensuing summer. 
In December three tenders were 
received for the construction of the 
bridge. W. N. Faichlley's bid of 
$1.400 was $163 lower than the high- 
set, and he was awarded the con- 
tract. T'he lock-up committee' re- 
l)orted -that they had paid $364.39 on 
t'he building: and that there was still 
owing $153.84 for the iron doors, $31 
for freight on Iloors anll shingles, 


and $23.85 for sundry articles used 
in the buiMing. 
A resolution of thanks was passed 
to J. L. McDougall for his liberal 
gift of lumber for the drain on the 
west side of the municipality. 
The tax rate of the year was Hic. 
on the dollar. 
For 18ïO, William Halpenny was 
re-elected as R-eeve without opposi- 
tion. For Councillors, seven such 
good men were nominated that ap- 
parently the electors did net care 
who was chosen. The votes ran, S. 
Frands. 11; .J. McInnis. 11; .John 
Smith, 10; Wm. '\lackay, 10; p, 
Dougall. í; John O'Hara, 4; Jas. 
Ward. 3; 'the last three being defeat- 
ed. But 
1essr3 McInnis and :\lac- 
lmy declined to Eerve, and a bye. 
election was held. For the two 
vacancies three nomin3.tions were 
made: P. S. Stewart. John McRae 
and \Vm. Banr..erman. Again only a 
small vote was ca.st: !\II' Stewal t re- 
ceiV'ing 11; Mr 
lcRae 8; and Mr 
Bannerman 3. Thus :\le35rs Stewart 
and McRae were eleeted. :\Jr 
tew- 
art s
t for a meeting or two. but in 
April resigned. for, be:ng Hse .sed 
as a joint owner, some doubt Brose 
in his mind of h's qU:llification. 
technically, and he decided that he 
would not remain in what mi,ght 
.be an equivocal position. On 
the 22nd of April, Felix Devine 
was eleoted by acclamat'on in 
his stead. But Mr Devine also 
declined to act, r:.nd on the 14th of 
May another election was h -=>Id, when 
.James \Vard was electell by archm- 
ation. 
J. L. McDouga]} was flppo:nted 
grammar sehcol trustee; J. H. Wal- 
ford anll P. Devine, auditors, th'1 
salary still r'
nu..ining the munificent 

.:? each; D-
..id Airel :J
sessor at 
$25; Henry Bellerby, in ins

etOl" of 
licenses; John Scott and Donald 
Stewart as fence-viewers; Patrick 
Ryan as pound-master. 
.Tas. Allan was appointed inspe:>tor 
of thf' bniJding of thf' new brid2e 
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across the Bonnechere, at a salary of 
$5. 
In February, Messrs Smith and Mc- 
Rae fathered the town's first tran- 
sient traders' by-law, whioh placed a 
tax of not morp than $200, or less 
than $50. 
For the burial of the late Mr Colt, 
John Scott was voted $3. 
In September, Clerk Bellerby was 
appointed collector of the year's tax- 
es at a salary of $25. 
In 
ovember, a by-law was pas
ed 
opening up Munro street. 
At the Court of Revision on May 
1 Îth, the Court instructed Clerk 
Bellerbv to red.uce the assessment in 
I . 
every case by 15 per cent., except in 
those cases where such reduction 
would. deprive t'he ratepayers of 
their votes. Anti at the same meet- 
ing, but in council assembled, a bill 
of $11.fiO was paid to !\lrs Wright for 
meals of 36 men employed in saving 
the new briage across the Bonne- 
chere from a spring freshet. 
In December the Council accepted 
the rebuilt Bonnechere bridge from 
:\Ir Faichney at $1,350, allowing him 
also $HiO for the pier and booms. 
And at this meeting on the 9th it was 
arranged that the Clerk, Treasurer 
and Assessor be a committee to 
make arrangements with regard to a 
railway meeting to be held in the 
viHage on the 28th. 
And on the 22nd a hy-Iaw to regu- 
bte the salc an.] measurement of 
('ordwood and tanbark was put 
through; with John Mills as in- 
spector. 
A rather interesting situation de- 
veloped in 1871. Not a single rate- 
payer except the CounciJ]ors, made 
his appearance at the annual nomin- 
ation meeting. The Councillors de- 
dded that if the ratepayers had not 
interest enough in the matter to 
turn out to nominate, they would not 
do so, And so there were no nomin- 
ations and no election. Later on, the 
Council found that when such a sit- 
I1fition (]evp]oped. the oM Council 


had the right to appoint their succes- 
sors, or consider that ,the · people 
were satisfied with them and re-ap- 
point themselves. And that is near- 
ly what they did. But not all in 
one night. On the 11th January, Mr 
Smith gave notice ihat at the next 
meeting he would introduee a by-law 
to appoint a Reeve and Councillors 
for the municipality, and on the 16th 
that by-law was introduced. It nam- 
ed Mr Ward as Reeve, and Messrs 
Samuel Francis, William Halpenny, 
Wm. Airth and John Smith as Coun. 
elllors. This Council, after taking 
the oath of office, chose J. H. Wal- 
ford and Patric\< Devine again as 
auditors; Joseph Gravelle as gram- 
mar school trustee; and for the first 
time, two assessors-David Airt:h 
and Henry Bellel'by; Henry Bellerby 
as collector; Joseph Plaunt as 
poundkeeper; John Scott anti Donald 
Stewart as fence-viewers; H. Beller- 
by as inspector of licenses; and 
Patrick Kelly as inspector of cord- 
wood and barkwood. 
In April, the Clerk was instructed 
to get a draft of a by-law to enable 
the corporation to vote money to- 
wards the projected railway from 
Sand Point to the village of Renfrew, 
and also to telegraph Hon. Sir Fran- 
cis Hincks, Hon. J3:s. Skead and 
others tû notify them of the meeting 
to be held at Sand Point on the nth 
on matters connected with the Can- 
ada Central Railway. At the same 
meeting, John Scott was appointed 
street surveyor at a salary of $10 a 
year, with authority to have remov- 
ed all wood, obstructions or nuisan- 
ces, of every kind from the streets, 
and also to caUSQ to be removed all 
fences enclosing streets, with power 
to obtain assistance to effect the 
same. But at the very next meet- 
ing, the appointment was annulled, 
and a resolution passed to obtain the 
opinion of H. H. Loucks, of Pem- 
broke, as to the right of the Council 
to assume and open streets. The 
opening of Munro street at the Ex- 
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chang
 Hotel, seemed to be particul- 
ady in di.spute, and was the cause 
of debate and the getting of legal 
opinions at several meetings. 
On July 4th, Mr Smith introduced 
a by-law to enable the munidpality 
to issue debentures to the amount of 
$20,000 to purchase th8Jt amount of 
stock in the Canada Central Rail- 
way. The by-law received two read- 
ings that night. 
The next meeting night (the 29th 
July), a by-law was passed to do 
away with staJtute labor, and insti- 
tute instead a road tax of $2 on each 
person on the assessment roll; the 
railway stock by-law had its third 
reading; Mr Allan, P.L.S., was in- 
structed to stake out the deviated 
,road on the south side of Smith's 
creek; the establishment of The 
Mercury the preceding month was 
noted in a resolution ordering pay- 
ment to its proprietor for an adver- 
tisement of the railway by-law; anrl 
a by-law was passed for the opening 
of Munro street. 
At the November meeting, Council 
passed a resolution approving of the 
plan of village lots laid out by Xavier 
Plaunt, Esq., and in consideration of 
:\'11' l-launJt's liberality in giving lands 
for the right-of-way, as well as site 
for the railway station, the Council 
also sent a resolution to the railway 
authorities urging them to put the 
station at whatever 'spot Mr Plaunt 
preferred. 
At the December meeting a by-law 
to enable the Council to dispose of 
certain roads and streets within the 
municipality, was carried on motion 
of Messrs Airth and Smith; but at 
the next meeting, (Dec. 29th), a by- 
law amending this by-law was pass- 
pd; and on Jan. 12th, the dying Coun- 
cil passed a resolution of apprecia- 
tion of the unwearied attention of 
Mr \Vard to the duties of Reeve. 
Up to this point the minu ,es of 
the Village of Renfrew had contain- 
ed not only report of the doings of 
the Council itsplf. hut also th(' pro. 


ceedings of the annual nomination. 
But .from this point-possibly be. 
cause of the fact that Renfrew had 
again a newspaper-the mi,nutes do 
not go into particulars of the nomin. 
ation proceedings. However the 
Council of 1872 comprised W. N. 
Faichney, Reeve; and John Smith, 
James Ward, Peter Dougall and 
James Oars well as Councillors. Mr 
J. L. McDougall was first chosen 
Reeve, 'but he declined the office, as 
had done Mr Ward, the Reeve of 
1871, who was 'however willing to go 
back into .Council. On Mr McDoug- 
all's resignation, Mr Faichney, who 
'had been -a defeated candidate, for 
Council, but who came next to the 
,elected: was chosen as Reeve; three 
others were nominated hut de, 
elined to be candidates. Patrick 
Devine 'and J. H. Walford agah 
were chosen as auditors; George 
Eady, grammar school trustee; 
Henry Bellerby, collect')r; Joseph 
",ravel1e, pound-keeper; Joseph 
Mayhew and Sinon O'Gorman, fence- 
viewers; Henry Bp 1 lerby, inspector 
Cl licenses; and Jas. H. \Vlllford, 
treasurer. 
A t the fJrst meeting of the Coun- 
cil, Renfrew employed its first town 
or village solicitor. 1'ne resolution 
was by Messrs Smith and Ward, and 
set forth that while the Councillors 
were doing all in their power to ad- 
vance the town's interests, they had 
been put to a great deal of trouble 
and unnecessary expense by parties 
who appear to be more willing to 
gratify their own private leelings 
than by taking an interest in the 
welfare of the place, taking every op- 
portunity to annoy the Council and 
to retard and impede ,its progress; 
and as it was not to be supposed 
that the Councillors were thoroughly 
posted in municipal law: therefore 
to guard against future trouble, that 
John D. McDonald be rf:'tained to 
give the Council or School Board ad- 
vice; verbal opinions free; written 
OI)jnions at the usual ratp. 
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Mr Walford having declined to ac- 
cept the office of Treasurer, :VII' Geo. 
Eady was appointed; and thu.s be- 
gan his long career as custodian of 
Renfrew's municipal moneys. l\'Ir 
Gravelle naving resigned the posi- 
tion of grammar schcol trustee, Mr 
James Ward was 
ppointed in hi,s 
place, and then commenced his long 
career as one of the leaders in Ren- 
frew's educational matters. And at 
the same meetir.g, Patrick Ryan was 
appointed assessor. 
In March, on motion of :VTessrs 
Dougall and Smith, the Council de- 
clined to make a requested reduction 
in the price of liquor licenses, and 
also notified the licensees that the 
Council did intend. to use every pos- 
sible means to prevent shop-keepers 
selling liq uor by the glaJss. The S'l m 
of $800 was voted for the construc- 
tion of a sidewalk on the east side 
of 
lain street, beginning at the 
south cQrner of Plaunt's hotel. :Mr 
Ryan having declined to accept the 
assessorship, Mr Bellerby was a.p- 
pointed. 
In 
lay, deeds were granted to 
Messrs McIntyre & Carswell and' 
Jas. Carswell for road allowances; 
they giving land instead for tne Ad- 
maJston or Opeongo roadway from 
the gully bridge; and also a deed to 
John Brousseau if he would give 
land to widen Horton street past his 
fJI
,ce DS far as ::\11' Bellerby's. 
In .June a new agreement was en- 
tered into with the Canada Central 
Railway Company-that the Com- 
pany though behind time should get 
the $20,000 debentures in exchange 
for stock if the cars were running 
into the village by the list of SeptAm- 
bel'. But even this did not suffice to 
bring the railway: and so in Septem- 
ber a by-law wag introduced to raise 
$10,000 more to assist the railway 
company in completing the railway 
into Renfrew. 
At a meeting on oct. 17th, it was 
moved by Mr Ward, seconded by Mr 
Carswell. and carried that a plank- 


walk be constructed from Raglan 
street to connect with Railway 
street, and along RaHway street 
to .the railway station grounds, 
procuring from Mr Plaunt a writing, 
giving the corporation control of .a 
continuation of Railway street 
through to Raglan street (or :Main 
street) for five year,s at least, and so 
long after until the ground so occu- 
pied be or is required for market 
buildings, and in the event of market 
buildings being erected on any other 
part of tMs corpora tion, then the 
said lands so occupied to go back to 
the said Mr Plaunt, the municipality 
to have the liberty to move any side- 
walks or other property they may 
have upon it at the time. 
Upon the by-law to buy $10,000 ex- 
tra of railway stock, 40 ratepayers 
voted "yea" and not a single rate. 
payer voted "nay: " so on Oct. 21st 
the Council gave the by-law its third 
reading. 
And with the railway coming, 
there was prospect of Renfrew grow- 
ing, and the Council offered to fur- 
nish the plank if the parties inter- 
ested would build sidewalks laterally 
east and west, and across Smith's 
('rppk. 
For 1873 the Council comprised 
John L. McDougall, reeve; Jas. Cars- 
well, John Smith, Alex. Barnet and 
Samuel McDougall, councillors. Aud- 
itors appointed were James Bromley 
and Peter Stewart; grammar school 
trustee, John D. McDonald; town 
clerk, Henry Bellerby, $60; collector. 
Henry Bellerby, $60; fence-viewers, 
S. O'Gorman and Joseph ::\layhew; 
inspector of licenses, Henry Bellerby, 
$10. 
On January 31st. the Council plac- 
ed on record a mournful paragraph 
in the village history, when there 
was placed on the minute book re- 
solutions of condolence to the wid- 
ows of James McAdam and James 
Tierney, who lost their lives in ::s. 
fire in what is now the Carswell 
store. and the buil(Hngs which then 
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stood immediately north, (where the 
buildings of Mayor Gravelle stand in 
1909.) 
At a February meeting, Mr Beller- 
by had. the duties of asses-sol' added 
to his list, and at a remuneration of 
$50; Alfred Plaunt was appointed 
pound-keeper; and John D. McDon- 
ald was again retained as village 
solicitor with a fee of $30. 
The Corporation fire ladders pur- 
chased a few years before, had. evi- 
d.ently acquired the habit of priva,tely 
owned ladders-of wandering: for 
Mr Carney was requested to gather 
them up, and put them at .Ward's 
building under padlock. But fire pro- 
tection was not now to end with lad- 
ders; resolutions were passed auth- 
orizing Councillor Smith to bargain 
for the purchase of a fire engine 
from John Lee, of Perth, and voting 
him $300 for the purchase and freight 
on the maohine. Mr Smith succeed- 
ed in his negotiations, 
nd on March 
:Ust, 
Iessrs Carswell and Barnet 
moved for the organization of Ren- 
frew's pioneer Fire Company, ap- 
pointing Henry Leggett 'as captain, 
with power to select his men. and 
talm charge of the engine. 
At we meeting on April 26th, Jas. 
Carney was appointed street over- 
seer, and instructed to build a 6-ft. 

idewalk on Main street from :\lunro 
street north,wards to the gully at 
:\1] rs '1:cDougall's residence. 
In :\lay, the newly organizerl fire 
company asked the Ccuncil for uni- 
forms, but Council regretted that ow- 
ing to the state of the village finan- 
ces, and the necessity of promoting 
tanks to make the engine available, 
that they woulll have to refuse the 
request. 
There was growth apparent in the 
\ illage then, and as a C'onsequence 
assessment was growing and taxa- 
ation was growing too. Then, as al- 
ways, there followed trouble. There 
was an unusual number of appeal
 
against the assessment 1"011: \ViJliam 
Halpenny alone filing a list of (is aJl- 


peals. We judge from the recorded 
action of the Court, that Mr Hal- 
penny had been insisting on the as- 
sessment of his fellow merchants for 
personal property; for a large num- 
ber of them had personal property 
added to their assessed list by the 
Court; who had to hold three meet- 
ings to clean up the slate of appeals. 
And yet the town wanted to grow 
more; for Messrs Smith, and S. Mc- 
Dougall proposed a motion which was 
carried, that the Clerk insert an ad- 
vertisement in The Mercury that the 
Council would grant freedom from 
taxes for five or ten years, to those 
who would make improvements 
which would be the means of employ- 
ing workmen or laborers to settle 
within the municipality. 
In September, 1\1r Bellerby asked 
to be relieved of his duties as col- 
lector, owing to declining healt.h. In 
September, James Carney was ap- 
pointed to the post. . 
In November, Messrs Wm. Jamie- 
son, Henry Airth, Robt. McLaren and 
Peter Dalglish appeared before the 
Council to ask for a grant for the 
erection of buildings on the Society's 
newly acquired property at the south 
of the town. Council agreed to give 
$250 U the Society expended $1,500 
in buildings before Nov. 1st, 1874, 
and that the Exhibition of 1874 be 
held on the new grounds. 
For 1874, the Council chosen com- 
prised John Smith as Reeve, and 
Malcolm McIntyre, James Stewart, 
Felix Devine -and Andrew J. McIn- 
tyre as councillors. They chose as 
officials: auditors, James Bromley 
and P. S. Stewart; assessor, Robert 
Airth; clerk and inspector of li- 
censes, Henry Bellerby; fence-view- 
ers, Joseph Plaunt and John R. 
Stewart; pound-keeper, Patrick Mac- 
donnell; street overseer, James Cair- 
ney. There were before the Council 
in that year seven applications for 
tavern licenses and seven for shop 
licenses. 
In April, flU' first attempt was 
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made to provide the fire company 
with a uniform: this instalment be- 
ing sixty pairs of pants. And this 
year, the people were evidently turn- 
ing somewhat from the grind of life 
to amusement: for by-laws were 
passed licensing Tierney's hall for 
the holding of entertainments, and 
for placing a tax on billiard tables, 
pigeon holes and ball alleys and 
other ,such games in houses of pub- 
lic entertainment or places of resort. 
1\1r Bellm'by asking to be relieved of 
the duty of inspector of licenses, 1\11' 
Eady was appointed in his place. In 
August, the Council received a de- 
mand from the School Board for the 
sum of $5,000. with which to erect a 
High School and Public School build- 
ing, (which stands in 1909 as the 
Model School.) 
In October, death having claimed 
l\Ir Bellerby, Council recorded by 
rewlution their regret at the demise 
of one of "such punctual habits, zeal 
and efficiency," and appointing 1\11' 
Robert Drysdale to the vacant place. 
At the same meeting, James Cairney 
was chcsen as collector of taxes. 
Altogether 187--1 seems to have 
been a somewhat uneventful year, in 
a sem:e of municipal (level011ment; 
but in December there was a fiutter 
of excitement visible: when a peti- 
tion was prepared for the Legisla- 
ture asldng that body not to pass 
any act empowering the County 
Council to transfer the bonus of 
:;;100,000 voted by Renfrew County to 
aid the Kingston & Pembroke Rail- 
way to the Canada Central Railway 
without the matter being first sub- 
mitted to the vote of the qualified 
ratepayers of the County; and a re- 
solution was passed offering a re- 
ward of $200 for information which 
would lead to the conviction of the 
parties who assisted Robert I. 
.Jordan, alias Frank R. Irwin, a 
prisoner committed for trial for 
felony, to escape from Renfrew gaol, 
and under custody on a charge of 
shooting with intent to kill James 


Cairney, a constable; and $200 mOl 
for the apì>rehension of Jordan. 
For 1875, the Council comprised 
John Smith, Reeve; and F. Devine, 
Malcolm B. :\IcIntyre, Jas. Stewart 
and A. J. ::\lcIntyre. The officers 
they appointed were James Brom- 
ley and P. S. Stewart, auditors; 
Robert Drysdale, assessor; fence- 
viewers, J. R. Stewart and Joseph 
Plaunt; pound-keepers, Patrick 1\lc- 
Donnell and John C. Wright; Robert 
Drysdale, clerk; Geo. Eady, Jr., a,s 
inspector of taverns. 
Among the first acts of the Coun- 
cil was that of notifying all hotel- 
keepers that they would hereafter 
allow no pigeon hole, bagatelle cr 
billiard tables in places where 
liquors were sold; and fixing the 
rates on such tables at $40 lOr the 
first, and $20 for each subse
luent 
table. Thirty thousand feet of 2- 
inch planl
 was ordered for s:de- 
walks: the gradual widening of the 
town being signalized by Argyle 
street getting a walk. A hint of the 
prices in those days may be noted 
in the fact that S. ::\1 cDùugall, the 
lowest tenderer, supplied the plank 
at $8.30 per 1,000 ft., and J.:\1. :\Ic- 
Xeil was accorded the contract for 
laying the wall
s at 75c. l'er rod, 
the town supplying the nails; 
Andrew Frood being appointed 
street inspector at $1.50 per day. In 
July, there was a ruffle on the slIr- 
face when the Reeve resigned from 
the Streets Committee because he 
had not been requested to attend its 
meetings. Then there had been a 
small-pox case to care for, with its 
consequent expense; and when the 
Agricultural Society asked for a 
grant, the response was that owing 
to the low state of the finances of 
the municipality, it was utterly im- 
possible for the Council to grant it 
however willing they might be. But 
despite this condition of finances, 
there was evidence of some growth 
in the town, for :\11' Devine intro- 
duC'pd a by-law for dividing the 
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municipality into two pollillg divi- 
sions: and it was carr!ed; making 
on the whole the most noteworthy 
event of the year. 
For 1876, the Council was com- 
l)()sed of John Smith, reeve; and 
Felix Devine, M. B. McIntyre, Henry 
Airth and Jas. Ward, councillors. 
They once again chose Jas. Bromley 
and P. S. Stewart as auditors. Geo. 
Eady was chosen High School trus- 
tee; J. R. Stewart, .Jos. Plaunt and 
\Vm. Airth as fence-viewers; James 
L,airney as street inspector; Mackie 
Barr and Jos. Plaunt as pound-keep- 
ers. 
The new Crool
s Liceme Act gave 
the Council some little bother; and 
a special committee was appointed 
to get further light from the Pro- 
vincial Department and Dr. Dowling 
the Inspector under the new Act. 
In August, a petition was received 
from A. A. \Vright. Wm. Airth and 
others, asking Council to appoint a 
constable, for the purpose of abating 
street nuisances. And Council at its 
next meeting responded by appoint- 
ing James Caimey as High Constable 
at a salary of $365 a year. 
In September, Mr Devine gave 
not'ce that at the next session he 
would introduce a Ly-Iaw relatin
 
to the planting of shade trees al,m.,; 
the public streets of the village: 
but the minutes contain no rec':)l'.l 
of the by-law's provisions; nor of 
any other business of importance 
that year. These were years of fin- 
ancial stress in Canada, and Ren- 
frew felt the pressure. 
In 1877, the Council elect was 
compofed of John Smith, Reeve: 
John Brousseau, Robert Airth, 
.James \Vard and James Stewart, 
councillors. They chose for the 
several offices: High School Trustee, 
Peter Dougall: and auditors. ,James 
Bromley and P. S. Stewart, the 
salary this year being raised to $5 
each. In fact there seemed to be a 
more hopeful fepl'ng clominant; for 


the salaries of the Clerk and Treas- 
urer were also increased; 1\11' Drys- 
dale's as Clerk to $100, and Mr 
Eady's as Treasurer to $35. There 
were evidences also early in the 
year of the friction between the 
municipali.ties regarding the pay- 
ment of the railway bonus, the 
Council instructing proceedings to 
be taken against the township of 
Admaston, and mildly censuring the 
Reeve for not having pressed to ihis 
end earlier. 
The Council having fixed the local 
fee for liquor licenses at $100, in- 
stead of $60 as formerly, 150 rate- 
payers petitioned that the fee be re- 
duced. Council "split the differ- 
ence" by reducing the amount to 
$80; but no refund to be made to 
anyone who had sold liquor without 
a license in 1876. 
And later on the dealers made 
further successful appeal for help, 
for the amount was reduced in June 
to $60; and a request made to the 
license inspector to prosecute the 
numerous unlicensed liquor vendors 
in town. 
Up to this time pedestrians had 
had to cross Smith's creek bridge 
in the horse path. But Councillor 
Brousseau knew the unpleasantness 
of this, and by his motion the street 
committee were instructed to con- 
struct a walk for foot passengers at 
the .side; for which the people of the 
present day have reason to remem- 
ber him with thanks. But oneap- 
parentIy backward step was made. 
The two polling subdivisions were 
again united into one. 
Reeve Smith was appointed to re- 
present the village as holders of 
$30.000 or stocI{ in the Canada Cen- 
tral Railway, permitting him to vote 
at meetings of the directors. 
Tn September, after several 
months' consideration, Council dis- 
posed of part of the town line be- 
tween Renfrew and Admaston to J. 
L. :\TcDonO'al1 for $60. 



THE STORY OF UEXFREW, 


17U 


In thi.s year petition was p üsent- 
ed asking for the construction of a 
sidewalk along Renfrew, Quarry anJ 
Young (now, Lynn) streets; sho'.v!ng 
that the village was now widening In 
an easterly direction. 
For 1878, the Council comprised 
John Smith, Reeve; and Alexander 
Barnet, Thomas Henderson, John 
Bannerman and Felix Devine, Coun- 
cillors. They appoin ted James Brom- 
ley and P. S. Stewart as auditors 
and Dr. O'Brie:! r.s High School Trus- 
tee. 
Early in the year the License 
Commissioners of the Riding made 
certificate to the Council that the 
population had increased, that more 
_ tavern licenses were needed, and sug- 
gesting a spedal census. Council 
thereupon with the authority of the 
Provincial department authorized the 
special census; but apparently the 
matter there dropped: and through- 
out the course of the balance of the 
year routine proceedings alone ap- 
peared to occupy the attention of the 
Council. 
In 18ï9, John Smith was re-E'lected 
Reeve once again by acclamation; 
and Messrs Robert Airth, A. Barnet, 
Felix Devine and Dr. O'Brien as 

ouncillors after a contest. They 
chose Jas. Craig and. Patrick Devine 
as auditors; and Geo. Eady, Jr., as 
High School Trustee, an,l at their 
first meeting also appointed a dele- 
gation comprising Reeve Snuth, Dr. 
O'Brien and A. A. Wright to go to 
Toronto to urge on the Pr
vincial 
Government a subsidy to aid the 
K. & P. R. ill extending their line of 
railway from the river :\Iadawaska to 
Renfrew, and also to point out the 
advantages of Renfrew as a site for 
a Registry Office for South Renfrew; 
and in February, on motion of Messrs 
Barnet and O'Brien, a petition was 
sent to the Ottawa Government al5k- 
ing that Renfrew be relieved of the 
bonds granted to the Canada Central 
Railway; this being the first shot in 


a movement which dragged along 
many years, and saw successful is- 
sue nearly thirty years afterwards; 
the first committee to present it be, 
ing Reeve Smith and :\Iessrs Barnel 
and Devine. 
In October, Sinon O'Gorman "':IS 
appointed Collector, a post he hd-l 
for many years: succeeding Jan'es 
Cairney, whose sureties - Joselh 
Plaunt and Patrick Kelly-were calJ- 
ed upon by resolution of Council iï 
December to make good the de- 
ficiency in the returns of 1\11' t'r.irney, 
who had departed from the to\\ ll. 
I<"or the first time we think, in 01.' 
munic:I)al histcry of the place, the 
Council of one year was re-elected in 
a body: ':;0 that .John Smith, reeve, 
and Alex. Barnet, Felix Devine, Hc- 
bert Airth and Dr. O'Brien, council- 
lors, were once again in control of 
Renfrew's interests. They cho
e 
Peter Dougall for High School trus- 
tee; and Jas. Craig .and Patrick De- 
vine as auditors. 
In February, Reeve Smith (who 
was also this year "Varden of the 
County), and A. A. Wright were ap- 
pointed to go to Toronto to nrge on 
the Provincial Government the grant- 
ing of a -subsidy to the Kingston & 
Pembroke Railway Company, to ex- 
tend their line to a junction with 
the Canada Centra] Railway at Ren- 
frew. :\'11' Smith reporte,] upon re- 
turn that while from their first re- 
ception they were not very sanguine 
they stayed at work for a day or 
two, and came back satistied that 
the pros}Jects for Renfrew were 
very good. In response to a peti- 
tion from one hundred ratepayers 
that the bondsmen of the delinquent 
collector be released from their guar- 
antee, the Council deeply regretted 
that they could not comply with the 
req uest. 
In May, Samuel Francis anu 115 
others petitioned the vonncil to 
give encouragemell. [0 M. L. Russell 
to enable him to utilize the water- 
power on the BùImechere, for the 
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purpose of offering inducements to 
capitalists to establish factories. Mr 
Russell himself asked for exemption 
lrom taxes for ten years on ail im- 
provements which he or others 
might malw to the Bonnechere 
power. 
\Yhen Council met as a Court of 
Rev:sion they found in addition to 
the crdinary appeals, one from the 
Ree\"e that the whole assessment of 
the town was too high, and as to the 
('om t it seem.ed to be that a good 
deal of it was too low, the Court ap- 
pointetl Councillor Robert Airth and 
(,lerk Drysdale as a Cùmmission to 
revise the whole roll. This they 
did, and with some slight changes 
their revi,sion was accepted. 
Tn August, a by-law regulating the 
use of slaughter houses in the viI- 
l3.ge was adopted. 
The Trustees of the R. C. Separate 
::;chool having complained that there 
were irregularities in the manner of 
Ipvying school rates, :\1essrs Barnet 
nnd Levine were appointetl a com- 
mittee to investigate and report. 
S. O'Gorman was appointed collect- 
or of taxes for the year. 
On the 2íth day of December, 
1880, the Council for 1881 was nom- 
inated and elected: for the sufficient 
number only were nominated. They 
were: Dr. D. O'Brien as Reeve; and 
Robert Airth, Alex. Barnet, Felix 
DevÍ!1e and Robert Carswell as 
Councillors. But an election was 
necessitated by the refusal of :\1:1 
Barnet to act, and A. A. \Vright and 
P. S. Stewart WQre nominated for 
the vacancy. Mr Stewart was 
chosen. The auditors selected were 
Patricli Devine and Donald Stewart; 
and Reeve O'Brien was re-appointed 
High School trustee. 
In April on motion of Messrs 
Airth and Devine, a long-standing 
grievance was apparently settled: by 
a vote of $352 to the Separate School 
Board for repayment of irregular 
levies of school ta)i'es in the years 


1872, 1873 and 1875. But later tech- 
nical dIfficulties were discovered in 
passing the necessary by-law and 
again the difficulty was unadjusted. 
In September, a legal opinion was 
received from J. D. McDonald, that 
the Council could sell its stock in 
the Canada Central Railway without 
a vote of the ratepayers, and at the 
same meeting a by-law was intro- 
duced -by Mr Airth to accept the offer 
of fifty cents on the dollar made by 
the Canadian Pacific Rail way Com- 
pany for the stock held by the vil- 
lage in the C. C. Railway, and which 
had been reduced in value by an act 
of ParlIament. The Bylaw was car- 
ried at a subsequent meeting. 
At a .special meeting on Dec. 19th 
1\11' Devine introduced a by-law for 
the issue of debentures for the erec- 
tion of a Roman Catholic Separate 
School. 
For 1882, P. S. Stewart wa" elect- 
ed by acclamation as Reeve: anù 
Robt. Air1th, Adam Ingles, David 
Barr, James Carswell, Michael Fitz- 
maurice, Robert Carswell and Felix 
Devine were nominated as Council- 
lors; Messrs Airth, Barr, Robt. Cars- 
well and Inglis being chDsen; 
Messrs Jas. Carswell and F. Devine 
having asked the Clerk to notity the 
voters that they would not be candi- 
dates. The new Council chose Jas. 
Craig and Patrick Devine as auditors 
and Geo. Eady, Jr., again as High 
School trustee. Clerk Drysdale's 
salary was increaseù to $120: and he 
was also appointed assessor at $50. 
Mr Eady's salary as treasurer was 
also increased to $50. 
1\1r Inglis promoted a by-law for 
the promotion of public morals or 
abatement of nuisances; :'\'1r Cars- 
well one to prevent obstruction and 
fouling of public streets; and Mr 
Airth one to assess the Denefit
 
ed properties for the eonstruction of 
a sewer on Raglan and Main streets. 
In August, Messrs Gildersleeve and 
Kirl\:patrick, representing the King' 
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ston & Pembroke Railway, asked 
Council to submit a by-law to the 
ratepayers for a bonus of $6 P(,O. 
This they afterwards reduced to 
$3,000, thinking that this would be 
more apt to find favor with the vot- 
ers. 
D. F. Stewart was appointe1 
\:> 
sessor for the Main street sewer: 
Renfrew's first ambItious move )f 
the kind: and. which was to l'ùst 

1,174. 
The $3,000 bonus to the K. &. {'. 
duly carried and was lJassed by 
Council, which also exempted a1l 
K. & P. property for a term of 20 
years. 
The salary of Sinon O'Gorman as 
collector wa!:) increased from $75 to 
$100. 
The 26th annual nominat:on for Vil- 
lage Council was held on December 
22, 1882; and the members were chos- 
en by acclamation: P. S. Stewart as 
Reeve; Felix Devine, James Allan. 
David Barr, and Robert Airth as 
Councillors. They met on Jan. 1:i, 
1883, and re
appointed James Craig 
and Patrick Devine as auditors; and 
Peter Dougall as High School trus- 
tee: and made a grant of $25 to the 
Mechanics' Institute, the first time so 
far as noted that the corporation had 
granted aid to that instituti,on. 
A return to Council by the collector 
showed that the amount of taxes to 
be paid JY the people in 1882 was 
$8,113.6il. 
The year evidently passed along 
very quietly: not much of note being 
recorded in the minutes; beyond 
that Mr FraJ;lk Coules had the con- 
tract for the digging of the :\'l:1in 
street drains; and that a by-law for 
restraining the running at luge of 
domestic animals was passed-an- 
other evidence that the ideas of 
civic improvement and. better town 
conditions were taking root: though 
the usual pitiful appeal!': for the 
"poor cow" were heard. 
For 18S4, P. S. Stewart wa!': again 


chosen Reeve by acclamation: but 
for Council there was a contest-and 
those chosen were Thomas Hender- 
son, Michael French, Jas. Clark and 
David Barr; this year seemg intro- 
duced to Council worl{ two who 
were destined to afterwards rise to 
the highest gift in the ratepayers' 
hands. 
The Council chose as auditors once 
again Patrick Devine and Jas. Craig, 
and increased their remuneration to 
$7 each. Patrick Devine was choBen 
as High School trustee. 
At the first meeting of Council 
there was received a petition from the 
clergymen's wives and 298 other 
ladies praying for the restriction of 
the liquor traffic and for the appoint- 
ment of a high constable. Also a 
petition from Rev. P. Rougier, Rev. 
R. Campbell, Rev. J. Robe
on, Rev, 
H. Krupp and 139 others praying for 
the restriction of the liq uor traffic 
and the appointment of a high con- 
constable. Council "limited" the 
number of licenses to six for hotels 
and five for shops. WhE:ther this 
was a reduction or not from the nUlll- 
ber then existing there h, nothing 
in the records to show, beyond the 
inference from the wOl',1 "limitin
::' 
And at a subsequent meeting .:\1 r 
Clark gave notice of a by-law for the 
appointment of a chief constáble; 
and later on, on motion of Messl's 
Barr and French, John Scott was ap- 
pointed Renfrew's first chief con- 
stable at a salary of $4fiO: the town 
also providing a $22.04 suit of uni- 
form. At the same meeting Ren- 
frew's first Board of Health was ap- 
pointed; the LegIslature having pro- 
vided for such Boards by its Hf'aIth 
Act of 1884. The new Board com- 
prised Reeve Stewart, ('lerk Drys- 
dale, and Dr. O'Brien, .T. H. Walford 
and A. A. Wright. 
The Renfrew Farmers' Club, I e- 
cently organized. was grante(l thp 
50c. per meeting. 
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A billiard and bagatelle licen!:;e by- 
law was also introduced. the len; bE'- 
ing fIxed at $23, :þ15, an!l $11 101" 
first, serond 'and third table 
In April, :\'Ir R. A. Jal1
leSnl ap- 
peared as part of a deplHatlCl1 asl{- 
ing the Council to build a I1f'W 
bridge over Burwell's Crt ,''-:, at a 
cost of less than $1,,100. 
In August, the School BL
.rd asked 
for $3,000 to build a wing 
o the 
.:\Iodel School. 
For 1885, the Council chosen wa
 
P. S. Stewart as Reeve by acclama- 
tion; and l\1e
srs John W. O'Harro, 
Adam Inglis, James Clark and Tho,3. 
Henderson in a contest. Once again 
the Council appointed Patrick Devine 
and Jas. Craig as auditors; and Goo. 
Eady, Jr., as High School trustee. 
The local Board of Health was re- 
elected.: P. S. Stewart, R. Drysdale, 
Dr. O'Brien, J. H. \Valford and A. A. 
\Vright. James Watt was appointed 
assessor, at $60 salary. 
At the February meeting Reeve 
Stewart reported that the Board of 
Health desired him to bring before 
the Council the desirability of procur- 
ing a building to be used as an hos- 
pital. 
At the :\'Iarch meeting was pre- 
sented a memorandum signed byW. 
R. .White, Warden; and Peter Dal- 
glish, Reeve of Admaston; .James 
Lindsay, Reeve, and A. H. Johnson, of 
Horton; and P. S. Stewart, Reeve, 
and P. Devine and A. Barnet, Ren- 
frew, asldng for recoupment of the 
mQneys paid by the three municipal- 
ities in aid of the Canada Central 
Railway 
The town was evidently now com- 
mencing to extend westward-for 
petitions came in for sidewali{s on 
Lochiel, James and German streets, 
In October, an epidemic of small- 
pox caused further ventilation of tl:..e 
question of an hospital, and :Messrs 
Clark, Inglis and the Reeve were 
chosen as a committee to endeavor 
to procure a suitable place for an 


hospital. T'q.ey secured the house on 
Mr \Vard's farm for the purpose 
temporarily. 
In 1886, Peter S. Stewart was for 
the fourth time in succession chosen 
as Reeve, defeating 1\Ir J. D. Mc- 
Donald. Again also there was a con- 
test for the Councillorshlps, and 
:\Iessrs Thos. Henderson. Thos. 
Knight, J. \V. O'Harro and John Mc- 
Laren were chosen. For the fourth 
time, Patrick Devine and Jas. Craig 
audited the treasurer's boo]{s; Peter 
Dougall was re-appointed High 
School trustee; and Dr. O'Brien, J. 
H. \Valford and A. A. Wright along 
with the ex-officio officers were thp 
Board of Health. D. F. Stewart was 
appointed assessor at $73. The new 
orfice of Sanltat'Y Inspector was 
named. and W. !\; Faichney aplloint- 
ed to its occupancy. 
Mr \V. H. Kearney appeared to 
ask Council to sanction the buiI.ling 
of a bridge for foot passengers across 
the Bonnechere, to he erected by 
private subscriptiol1
. Council aslH'tl 
for a plan. 
in April, :\11' David Dan was 
chosen to fill the vacancy in Coun 
cil caused by the non-accentance of 
the office by 1\Ir John Md...aren. '\11' 
Barr, however, refused to accept: 
and at a subsequent nomination, l',; r 
John Brousseau was elected withont 
a contest. But.Mr Brousseau tli.J 
not sit as Councillor either; and at 
at a nomination on ,June 10th, no 
elector was present save the Clerk 
So on the 22nd June, Council took ad- 
vantage of the power vested in it 
under such circumstanc
s, and ap- 
pointed Mr D. H. McAndrew as 
councillor. 
An agitation having arisen over 
the method of conducting the billiard 
room, Council raised the fees to $75 
for the first table, $50 for the next, 
$25 for subsequent ones, and fixed 
the hour of closing <at 10 o'clock. 
In June the Council passed a re- 
snlution expressing its gratification 



THE ::-;TORY of ItE
PREW. 


183 


at the completion of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, and at an exhibition 
of :'\Ianitoba farm products in a 
C.P.R. exhibition car. 
l"or a year or two the residents 
on the north side of the Bonnechere 
had been asldng for the removal of 
the fences around the Public Square 
an,l County building lots, which 
had been given by Sir Francis 
Hincl{s, and which were still fencè,l 
in by 1\11' P. Kelly. The end of the 
contest came in August. when Mr 
Kelly agreed to remove the fences in- 
sille of three months. At the same 
meeting Council offered a reward of 
$:ïOIl for information that would lead 
to the conviction of the persons whO 
hall f'et Ere to :\11' S. O'GormaJll's 
work-shop. 
In September, another advance in 
Yill
ge life waR to be noted, when a 
petition from J. S. Vandeleur, P. 
Kelly and L04 others asl{ed the Coun- 
cil to procure from Barr & Wright 
five electric lights to be used on the 
strpets. Council aslwd for a larger 
petition. and by the next night the 
]ic-t h::d been swelled to 200. So 
Council ordered the five arc lights at 
2;)c. each per night. In October. an- 
ether petit:cn askell thr.t two more 
lights be secured. 
In December, the end carne to a 
long-standing grievance, the PuNic 
School supporters paying to the 
S P l13ntte School $300 that ha.l iH
\'ll 
;rregularly coHected from the S(>pal- 
ate School Hl}}'JI1rterR in 1 S72. '7
 
and 'j;;. 


::'01' 188í there was a contest for 
the Reeveship. Mr P. S. Stewart, it 
is remembered, did not wish to stand 
for re-election; .but was pressed to 
remain as the representative of a pub- 
lic issue then much in conflict. .Mr 
Thos. Henderson was chosen by the 
opposition, and after a strenuous 
confJict, Mr Henderson was elected 
by a vote of 124 to 115. For Coun- 
cillor Mr Allan Francis headed the 
poB with 1íO votes: .Tos. Gravelle 


and D. H. McAndrew came next wit!l 
123 each: J, W. O'Harro had 108; 
and thi,s list made the Council. 
.James Clark with 106 and ::VI. French 
with 104 were within sight of elec- 
tion: while .TameR Craig and Thos. 
Knight, who had been nominated. 
had tendered their resignations he- 
fore election. 
The new Council chose the old 
audit.Jrs-James Craig and Patrick 
Devine; named P. S. Stewart as 
I ì gh School trustee; and selected 
Dr. :VI ann. Michael French anrl 
Robert Airth as local Board of 
Health. with Dr. O'Brien as medical 
health officer; and \V. X. Faichney as 
assessor and sanitary inspector. 
Early in the year, there was an ap- 
peal anfl a vetition to lower the 
billiard anll bagatelle licenses; wi.th 
other petitions not to do so. Depu- 
tations were hean1 in person, also, 
both for and against; and apparently 
the "stand-patters" had the ear of 
the majority. for we can find no re- 
CDI'd of the fees then being lowered. 
At the :\1 arch meeting, the first 
hint of waterworl{s in Renfrew was 
heard, when a communication was re- 
ceived from Bassett Bros., engineers, 
of Buffalo, KY., suggesting a meet- 
ing with the Reeve to consider the 
matter. It was evident better fire 
protection of some kind was under 
consideration, as at the same meet- 
:ng there were letters from fire en- 
g ne manufacturers. It was appar- 
ently a growing time in the village in 
:lll directions, for petitions were com- 
ing from dl quarters for !'!idewalks 
and drains. 
On :\'Iay 6th, Council authorized 
.Ja.s. Allan, P.L.S., to prepare a plan 
of the village for the sum of $300. 
AnotJher question warmly debated 
for some time was that regarding 
the raising of the street electric 
lights. A mot:on by Messrs Gravelle 
and McAndrew. ordered that Messrs 
Barr & Wright should raise the 
lights to a height of 4!'i feet fl"Om the 
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ground. i\Ir Wright appeared at the 
next meeting to say that the lights 
were already higher th!,ln in other 
towns, that they did not pay them 
(B. & 'V.) and that rather than 
raise them, they would w:thdraw 
them altogether. And wi

draw them 
they dieL Then there came a peti- 
tion from citizens for their re-instate- 
ment at their old !,osition. And 
finally a compromise was reached by 
Barr & Wright raising the light at 
the Post Office to 45 feet as a te'3t. 
There was also a contest regarding 
a strip of lanel claimed by :\/11' M. L. 
Russell along Patrid: street, between 
Argyle anrl Lochiel: and which street 

!r 
I. J. O'Brien wished opened 
along a 2-acre property he h:;.d 
bought from Rev. Father Rougier, 
and which was long known as the 
"Priest's lot." Council agreEd to 
lJurcha.se the ] 4-foot strip from Mr 
Russell if 
lr O'Brien would open 
Bonnechere and (}erman street,s 
through his property. 
The Council granted James King 
$50 to open a road on the town line 
If Admaston Coullcil would gr::>nt a 
like amount, and also arranged for 
the re-construction of Burwel1'.s 
bridge on plans and specif.cations in 
possessIon of Mr McAndrew: E. 
Letang later receiving the contract 
for $550. 
This year also, after consillerable 
contest and many debates, a sewer 
was constructed on Argyle street 
from near Patricl{ street to the 
river: the work finally being com. 
mitted to the judgment of ::\11' Gra- 
velle. 
All in all it was a busy year. 
For 1888, there was a large field 
nominated for Council. But there were 
also many resignations. .,'11' Hender- 
son was re-elected Reeve by acclama- 
tion. Eight ran as Councillors; and 
the elected were David Barr, Michael 
French, Samuel McDougE.ll and Tobias 
Stafford. They chose Patrick Devine 
and James Craig as auditors; Geo. 


Eady. Jr., as high school trustee; Dr. 
Galligan, Jas. CI
rk and J. K. Gorman 
as Icc3.1 board of health; Dr. :\lcCor- 
mack as medical health officer; D. F. 
Stewart as assessor; and "To X. 
Faichney as sanitary inspector. 
In :\1 al'l h, Capt. Craig of Xo. ;:i, Co., 
42nd ::Jatt., aslæd ('ouncil to permit of 
the u:òe of part of the Town I fall for 
an arnwry: which probably signal:zed 
the period \-..hen the local '.olunteer 
Company saw its birth. 
At the meeting of April 21st, a pèti- 
tion was received from ß. J, :\1 (' Der- 
mott asldr,g to be appointed poLce- 
man for the \' ill age ; and from A. A. 
Wright & Co.. and 36 others, regal'll- 
ing the regulating of closing of shcp:>. 
At the following meeting :\
r Jas. 
Craig appe:lred on behalf ot T'ean & 
Sibary :::nd 2G others. with a l)
t.tic:n 
contrary to this closing by-law. Six- 
teen of the petitioners h3.d signed 
both petitions. Council therefore de- 
cicled not to act on the frst pet:ticn, 
but authorized :\lr J. D. 1IcDoll:lld to 
determine upon the form of petition to 
be used, and adjourned to a bter d:lte 
to cla3bify the several shops of the 
village. 
In l\Iay. 3 petition from the resi- 
dents of Hall street was read praying 
that a stop be put to the construction 
of a lime-Idln adjacent to tInt strpet, 
E.nd of the danger.::Jus bl::sting ill con- 
nection therewith. 
In July, a petition from Jamie's 
Clarl{ and 8:; other r.atepayers re- 
que:sted that a by-hw be passed to 
IJre\
ent cattle ot all ldnds from rUIl- 
ning at large. A petitru by 11 
 
others prayed that such a by-law be 
not passed. As a by-law was a11'eady 
in force.-
inee 1?1;,:3-prohibitiug 
cows running at large between ,\p: il 
anù Xo\'ember. it was prob.\ble this 
pet"tion meant prohibition f()r the year 
rounù. Apparently the reform \\ as 
not for this year. as the by-l:1 w pa:-=sed 
by Council made clear in definition 
the old by-law. but left the time of 
prohibition only from April till XU"- 
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In September, the Council notified 
the County Council that the bridge 
over the Bonnechere was not safe, and 
that they had better send on an en- 
gineer at once; and a new census was 
ordered, to see if a license- could be 
given to James Murphy for the Albion 
Hotel. \V. X. Faichney was appoint- 
ed census taker at a salary of $25. 
He found the population to be 2,624. 
In December, Council offered $50 re- 
ward far the apprehension of the par- 
t;es who committed burglary at A. S. 
Rusland's stor.e on night of Dec. 13th. 
:\Iessrs Stafford and French intro- 
duced a by-law which was carried 
through the necessary readings em- 
powering Council to dispose of the old 
Town Hall and site, and to purchase 
for $700 from Jos. PI aunt another site 
on Railway street-(the lot opposite 
the Baptist cilurch). Legal difficul- 
ties must have been found in the way 
of completing the purchase, however, 
or else outside opposition; as it was 
not carried through. 
For 1899, the Council chosen com- 
prised Thos. Henderson, re-elected by 
acclama:tlOr.. as Reeve; and l\I essrs 
David Barr, James Craig, :\1ichael 
French and Tobias Stafford as Coun- 
cillors. They chose as auditor-s P. 
Devine and G. \V. McDonald; as local 
board of health, Dr. :\lcCormack, 
James Clarl\: and J. K. Gorman, with 
Dr. Galligan as medical health offi- 
cer; as high school trustee, Peter 
Dougall; as assessor, D. F. Stewart. 
In February. the Counc:l began to 
think corporaUün papers were be- 
coming of importance sufficient to 
warrant that they should be taken 
care of; and so it ordered the pur- 
chase of a fire-proof safe: which was 
afterwards purcha
ed from P. :\lcR
e 
for $105. A little later on, the Coun- 
cil empowered :\11' Craig to "open 
proper rate, debenture and account 
books, to contain proper entries of 
all municipal affairs and finances, and 
that the Treasurer and Clerk give 


him necessary aid anll assistance." 
In 1888, it had been noted th:1t B. 
J. McDermott had applied for the 
position of Chief Constable. 1\0 ac- 
tion had then been taken. But, ap- 
parently the feeling that he was the 
man for that ldnd of position would 
not down in his breast, for aga:n in 
March of this year he made applica- 
tion for the position. At the next 
meeting there were applications 
from several others as well, for the 
post of Chief Constable, that of 
Harry Leggett being accompanied by 
a petition of over 70 nan-:es; and it 
was l\Ir Leggett who was awarrled 
the place, at a salary of $4;J0 and 
with hours of duty from 10 a.H'. till 
12 p.m. 
In l\Iay, A. A. Wright & Co. wrote 
the Council that they had decided to 
extend their electric lighting system 
by adding an incandescent circuit, anll 
ask:ng for permission to pl3.ce their 
poles on the streets. At the same 
meeting l\Ir Craig introduced a by- 
law to prohibit cows from running at 
large on the streets at any time, a 
proposition that had been turned 
down the previous year, This time 
the feeling of Council was in favor 
of the advance. XObody seemed to 
appeal f-or the "poor man's cow," and 
the by-law carr
ed unanimously. 
At meetings all through the latter 
part of the year there were communi- 
cations and discussions regarding the 
permission for placing poles for elec- 
trical purposes on the streets: there 
being now two local lighting com- 
panies, bes
des the telephone anll t\\ 0 
telegraph companies to be dealt with. 
Council was endeavoring to arrange 
such a combination of wiring that 
there would be only two sets of poles 
on the streets; but apparently did 
not get that solution before the end 
of the year. 
For the Council of 1890, 1\11' Hend. 
erson was again returned, but only 
after a contest with :\11' James Craig, 
who was Ii) behiu!l when the p-o11 
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closed. The Çouncillors chosen were 
Edward Mackay, Robert Carswell, 
James McNicol, and William Airth. 
They chose Patrick Devine and G. \V. 
l\IcDonald as auditors; P. S. Stewart 
as High School trustee; Elkanah 
:\layhew as assessor; and Messrs 
Jas. Clark, 1\1. French, and N. Mc- 
Cormack as Board of Health; with 
Dr. Galligan as Medical Health offi- 
cer. 
Among the earliest of the works of 
this year's Council was the settling 
up of a dispute which had been un- 
der way for some time regarding the 
lands of the Hinclrs estate. On Jan- 
uary 27th, Council agreed to pay Mr 
D. H. .McAndrew $400 (afterwards 
made $450), on his giving the town 
the deeds for several lots and 
streets; the town also agreeing to 
close parts of streets leading through 
what has since been known as Aber- 
deen Park. 
At a February meeting the Coun- 
cil had a bit of diversion. They were 
aroused from their deliberations by a 
cry of "fire !" A prisoner had set 
fire to the lock-up by burning the 
straw of his mattress. The lock-up 
was saved! 
In l\Iarch, the electric lights were 
once again placed on the streets; the 
height of the lamps having been 
again a matter of contest. This time 
it was decided that they were all to 
be 32 feet above the ground, except 
that at the Post offce which was to 
be 40 feet. 
In April, the C.P.R. agrEed to pay 
the cost -of an electric light at thti 
::\Iain street crossing, in order to pro- 
tect the public and not become re- 
sponsible for gates. The Counril 
gave to Mr A. A. Wright's electric 
light company the right to place 
their poles on the east and north 
sides of streets. 
In June, 168 ratepayers petitionE'd 
the Council to amend the cow by-law, 
by allowing cows to run at large in 
the day time but apparently the peti- 


tion was without avail. The Coun- 
cil refused to move back the hands 
on the clock. 
This year the Board of Health in- 
structed that all wells in the town 
should be cleaned. 
T'he thirty-fourth annual meeting 
of the ratepayers of the village of 
Renfrew was held on Dec. 29th, 
1890; and this year for the first time 
a deputy-reeve was chosen: Mr Ed- 
ward Mackay getting the position by 
acclamation; as did also, John Burns, 
Jr., Robert Carswell and l\1. J. O'- 
Brien as Councillors. For the Reeve- 
ship, however, there was a contest: 
Mr P. .S. Stewart being chosen once 
again by 36 votes over Mr Barr. It 
is recollected that it was not a per- 
sonal contest in any sense; but sim- 
ply marked the determination of 
those who had some years before al- 
lowed Mr Stewart to go down to de- 
feat, while carrying their banner to 
retrieve the position for him: though 
many of them would have been well 
pleased to vote for :\11' Barr as well. 
The Council chose Patriclr Devine 
and G. W. McDonald as auditors; 
Geo. Eady, Jr., as High school trus- 
tee; and G. \V. McDonald as High 
school trustee also (in place of P. S. 
Stewart, resigned); A. A. \Vright, 
Jas. Clark and Robert Airth as local 
Board- of Health; with Dr. Galligan 
as :\ledical Health officer; and G. W. 
McDonald as assessor. 
At the 
Iarch meeting, :\11' :\lackay 
gave notice of the introduction. of a 
by-law to appoint a Chief Constable; 
and at the April session the long- 
cherished ambition of Bernard J. Mc- 
Dermott was satisfied. On motion 
of :\lessrs Carswell and O'Brien, he 
was appointed to the post for which 
he had first applied some two or 
t'hree years previously; and thus be- 
gan, at an initial emolument of $400 
a year, and a first uniform, "Barney" 
l\IcDermott's long, eventful and 
;uc- 
cessful career as guardian of the 
peace and property of Renfrew; end- 
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ing in 1909 witlh 'his appointment to 
the position of Chief in the rapidly 
gr0'wing city of Prince Albert, Sask. 
He was chosen f0'r his first position 
over three other applicants. At the 
same meeting 'a demand was made 
on motion of Messrs O'Brien and 
l\Iackay, that the C.P.R. give better 
accommodation in the shape of a new 
railway station. 
Other signs 0'f the town's growth 
were the large number of petitions 
received for new sidewalks, and the 
agitation for the purchase of a steam 
fire engine. There was over this 
topic an exciting public meeting, 
which still has humorous place in the 
memory of many citizens; at wnich 
John D. Ronald, the maker of the 
engine which t'he Council was not 
disposed to buy, was the centre of at- 
traction. He had Councillors and 
editors 0'n their feet in hot denial of 
his insinuations. Th
 Council were 
in an awkward position. Part of the 
ratepayers were in great outcry 
against additional taxation; while 
another section, backed by some re- 
cent disastrous fires in the town, 
were urg:ng for better fire protection. 
The Council ha{l practically commit- 
ted themselves to the small and 
cheap \Vater0'us engine before 
Ronald appeared on the scene t) 
mal{e matters lively. The ,public 
meeting was in February; a 6 nd it was 
the middle 0'f August before Coun- 
cillor Burns gave notice of the intro- 
duction of a by-law for the purchase 
of the engine. 
In Eeptember, Mr O'Brien's busi- 
ness interests having called him 
much away from town, his seat was 
declared vacant, and 
Ir Matthew 
Devine appointed in his stead. 
In December, the Local Board 0'f 
Health advised the C0'uncil to get 
the services of an expert to report on 
drainage and sewerage systems for 
Renfrew. 
1r Wright appeJ.red be- 
fore the Council to further urge the 
matter, suggesting the n:lme of W.llis 


Chipman, C.E.; and upon motion of 
Messrs Devine and Mackay, Mr Ohip- 
man was requisiti0'ned to visit Ren- 
frew and make a report upon the 
conditions in the village. 
For 1892, P. S. Stewart and E. 
Mackay were re-elected Reeve and 
Deputy Reeve, unanim0'usly: and 
Mes,srs D. Barr, Robert Carswell and 
Matthew Devine, Councillors. Wil- 
liam Mills, J. H. Walford and Gel). T. 
Johnson were chosen as the local 
Board of Health, with T. D. Galligan. 
M.D., as medical health officer; and 
B. J. McDermott as sanitary iùspec- 
tor; P. Devine and James Craig were 
again chosen auditors; D. C. 1.1 c:.I ar- 
tin high scho0'l trustee; nnd G. \V. 
McDonald as assessor. 
Mr Willis Chipman, C.E.. carne 
early in the year to make a sewerage 
report and subsequently offered to 
prepare a plan of the town for sc'-..er- 
age and drainage purposes for $2
:O. 
In February the County officials 
notified the Council that the num- 
ber of voters in the village 
now called for three polling places. 
In this month also C0'uncil took pre- 
liminary steps to ask the Legislature 
for permission to raise the sum of 
$30,000 to payoff C. C. Railway de- 
bentures, to replace misapplied 
K. & P. R. sinldng fund, and to raise 
an additional sum for the purpose of 
erecting a Town Hall and Fire Hall. 
On April 14th, the steam fire en- 
gine, long talked of and debated, w[!.s 
purchased, on moti0'n of Messrs Barr 
and Maclmy, from the \Vater0'us 
COll1p
ny, the price being $2,700, in 
ten equal annual instalments. 
In May, the Local Board of Health 
passed a resolution asldng the Coun- 
cil to provide for the removal 0'f 
night soil and other injurious matter. 
At the same meeting, Mr Geor ge 
Bady appeared from the Sons of 
Temperance, 0'ffering to give thr.ir 
lot tn'è. if the town in ret'lrn woul 
 
prc.Yide them with a room for t3.eir 
meetings if a Town Hall were built 
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At this meeting also, the advisability 
of putting a limit on dogs by t1l
 in- 
troduction of the tag SystCPl wa:; 
mooted; and at the meeting on 
May 23rd, 
'Iessrs 'Devine and Cars- 
well presented a resolutipn ,,'hich 
carried that the tag system l)e m- 
3tituted, and all dog3 running without 
a tag should be disposed of, after a 
week in pound. 
At the September meeting it '''11S 
announced that the Sons of Tf-m}J
r- 
ance were unanimous in grantins the 
rear half of their lot to the t07m free 
for a fire hall. This offer was a('- 
cept(;"d; and later the contra.
t tOT 
tlÏe erection of the building was 
given to J. & J. D. 
'IcNicol fOI" 
$1,741: this including the excavaÜ(m 
of the tank under the building. 
The remainder of the year's busi- 
ness was simply routine. 
For 1893, 1\11' P. S. Stewart was 
again nominated for the Reeveship; 
but he declined to longer hohl the of- 
fice; and Mr James Craig was elect- 
ed, with 
'Ir. Jas. Clarl{ as d
puty-reeve 
and Messrs 
l. Devine, E. Mayhew 
and Henry Moss as c: uncillors. Pat- 
rick Devine and 1\1. :McKinnon were 
appointEd auditors; G. \V. :\lcDonald 
wa,s appointed High School trustee; 
Geo. T. Johnson, asse'ssor; J. H. \Val- 
fOTtI, Geo. T. Johnson and \Vm. Mills, 
local board of health, and T. D. Gal- 
ligan, medical health officer. 
There were eleven tenders for the 
t:: wn's $23,000 debentures; and the 
highest was $24.265 by Jas. Craig; 
and this wals accepted. 
In February, 1\11' Clark fathered 
three important by-laws--one to regu- 
late the town's fire department, an- 
other to regulate the erection of 
buildings and the storage of inflam- 
mable materials (that is the fire limit 
by-law), and the third to erect the 
village into a town. 
At a meeting on l\Iarch 9th, Mr 
.Willis Chipman, C.E., was pl'e'sent 
and spoke on waterworks and 
artesian wells. Some citizens were 


present as well, and it was decided 
to have analysis made of the walter 
in Francis lake, the Bonnechere 
river antI several wells in tcwn. 
At the meeting on :\Iarch 13th. the 
Village Clerk. 
Ir Robert Drysdale, 
wrote that his eyesight was failing 
and that therefore he røsigned his 
position
 On the 20th on motion of 
l\Iessrs Devine and Mayhew, l\Ir J. K. 
Rochester was appointEd Clerk at a 
salary of $180; and Jos. Plaunt and 
Dr. Galligan were chosen fire ward- 
ens under the terms of the new by- 
law. 
In April, the Council purchased the 
old wooden Temperance Hall for use 
as a t: 01 and coal shed in connection 
with the new Fire Hall. At the same 
meeting the town's fil st official dump- 
ing ground was leased from 
Ir E. 
:\'Iayhew. And Reeve Craig called 
the attention of Council to the ad- 
v:sabiHty of seeking to get the C.P.R. 
and the approaching Ottawa, Arn- 
prior and Parry Sound Railway to 
build a union station in Renfrew. 
On April 14th, the Council em- 
powned the Board of Health to issue 
a circular requiring that all wells be 
cleaned (ut before July 1st; and the 
Reeve and Deputy-Reeve were COllI- 
missioned to see if a suitable build- 
ing could be secured for an hospital. 
On :\Iay 9th, the Council met for 
the first time in the new Fire Hall, an 
upstairs room in which was to serve 
as a council chamber for some years. 
At that meeting a letter from the 
C.P.R. Ileclined for the present at al1 
to discus3 the matter of a union 
station. 1\11' Clarl{ reported that n
 
building could be rented for an hos- 
pital, and if the town wanted one it 
would have to build. 
In June, :Mr 1Tcss vromm,ed a by- 
law to vrovide for street sprinhling 
by a frontage tax. 
]n Sevtember, :\Iessrs :\'Iaclmy & 
Guest were given permission to erect 
poles. etc., for a second Electric light 
service in town. 
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In November, Council passed a by- 
law closing parts of Doyle street, to 
accommodate the station of the O.A. 
& P.S. railway. 
All through the year there was a 
succession of appeals for sidewalks, 
drains and electric lights. It was evi- 
dent that there was a new throb in the 
municipal development of Renfrew: 
though for some reason it was found 
either impossible or inadvisable in the 
opinion of the majority of the Council 
to go on with the erection of the vil- 
lage into a town. 
For 1894 J as. Craig and J as. Clark 
were elected Reeve 
nd Deputy-Reeve, 
and Samuel Moffatt, W. A. Mackay 
and Wm. Mills were chosen Council- 
lors. Patrick Devine and Orange 
Wright were appointed auditors; Rob- 
ert McLaren, J. H. Walford and David 
Brownlee members of the local Board 
of H.ealth, and Dr. Galligan as medi- 
cal health officer; Geo. Eady, Jr., as 
High School trustee; and Jos. Plaunt 
and Dr. Galligan as fire wardens. 
While for many years it had been 
customary to appoint a streets com- 
mittee, we find this year for the first 
time mention of a finance committee: 
Reeve Craig and Messrs. Mills and 
Mackay being chosen for it. Fire and 
light and relief committees were also 
struck for the first time. 
At the February meeting, Messrs. 
A. A. Wright and Robert McLaren ad- 
dressed the Council regarding the 
Creamery which it was proposed to 
found in Renfrew, and asked that the 
Council send a delegate along with 
others to inspect a creamery at St. 
Albans, Vermont. Council voted $10 
towards the expenses of the delegate, 
who was to be either James Stewart 
or James Clark. At the same meeting 
Mr. Clark reported that the County 
Council had made a grant of $2,000 
towards a new bridge over the Bonne- 
chere at Renfrew, the bridge to be 


either stone or iron, or if wooden un- 
der the supervision of the county en- 
gineer. 
Mr. P. S. Stewart was appointed a 
member of the Board of Health, in 
place of R. McLaren, who had re- 
signed. Mr. Stewart declining, Mr. M. 
Devine was appointed. 
The auditors having reported in 
favor of having special books in which 
could be opened accounts for the dif- 
ferent funds of the municipality, 
Council ordered that such books 
should be procured. 
On February 26th thE' offer of J. L. 
Morris tõ prepare plans and specifi- 
cations for a bridge over the Bonne- 
chere for $120 was accepted. 
IIi March a'resolution was carried 
to exempt the proposed creamery 
from taxation for ten years. 
A hook and ladder truck was pur- 
chased from M. Stanley of Perth. 
In May tenders for the new Bonne- 
chere bridge were opened. The con- 
tract for the masonry was awarded to 
J. W. Munro for $3,900. John R. Allan, 
C.E., was appointed inspector of con- 
struction. For the iron superstructure 
there were three tenders received on 
the Morris plans. The cheapest was 
that of the Weddell Bridge Co., of 
Trenton, for $4,050. This was more 
than Council felt prepared to spend, 
and so Mr. Morris was instructed to 
prepare plans along lines suggested 
by the Weddell Co., and which they 
said they would build for $2,475; 
which offer was accepted. 
On August 17th a special meeting 
of Council was held to consider the 
steps necessary to incorporate the vil- 
lage into a town. After discussion in 
committee-of-the-whole, on motion of 
Messrs. Mackay and Mills, it was de- 
cided to proceed in that direction, and 
the Reeve and Clerk were instructed 
to take the necessary steps of census- 
taking, advertising, and petitioning 



190 


THE STORY OF RENFREW 


the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, 
dividing into wards, etc. 
In December Mr. W. H. Kearney 
appeared before the Council asking 
for leave to build a Page wire foot- 
bridge over the Bonnechere river. He 
had had permission some years be- 
fore, but nothing had been done at 


that time. Council debated and "de- 
cided not to interfere." 
Horton street, from the Creek 
bridge southwards, had years previ- 
ously deviated from the straight line, 
and portions of this street proper 
were now sold to Mr. J. R. Allan and 
Mrs. John ,Wallace. 


THE VOTERS AT RENFREW'S FIRST 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION 


It was open voting in 1858, and here is a record of the voters at Renfrew's 
first municipal election: 


1 Sinon Gorman 
2 Robert Drysdale 
3 James Ward 
4 James Airth 
5 Joseph Felio 
6 Sampson Coombs 
7 William Dickson 
8 Henry Airth, Esq. 
9 A. R. McDonald 
10 William Logan 
11 John L. McDougall 
12 Edward Murphy 
13 George Davis 
14 Orange Wright 
15 Michael Breaseau 
16 Baptest Jurda 
17 John McLean, Clerk 
18 Lawrence Reily 
19 John Sticheson 
20 Abraham Frazor 
21 Joseph Mayhue 
22 William Halpenny 
23 John McRae 
24 Joseph Gravelle 
25 Francis Dupee 
26 Henry Groves 
27 Peter Portugee 
28 James Watt 


29 Hector Munroe 
30 David Evens 
31 John Mcinnis 
32 Alexander Jamieson 
33 Dominick Plante 
34 John Burns 
35 Peter Dougall 
36 Joseph Cole 
37 Gabriel Menior 
38 John Mills 
39 James Gibbons 
40 Alkanak Mayhue 
41 John Coumbs 
42 John Churchill 
43 John Smith 
44 John Bolanquet 
45 Antowin Lawska 
46 Peter Neill 
47 William Mackay, Merchant 
48 John B. Mantion 
49 John Munroe 
50 John Rankin, Merchant 
51 Archibald Thompson 
52 John O'Haro 
53 Baptest Longdoe 
54 John Smith, Tanner 
55 Robert C. Mills 
56 John Grunt 


The nominees and the number of votes recorded for each were as follows: 
John Smith, 48; John Churchill, 40; Wm. Dickson, 36; R. C. Mills, 35; Sampson 
Coumbs, 32; ,Arch. Thompson, 30; J. L. McDougall, 14; Henry Airth, Esq., 13; 
John Rankin, O. The first five were elected, and they chose John Smith as 
Reeve. Some of the nominees had intimated that they did not desire election. 
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'THE COUNTY COUNCIL, 


(BY S. E. MITCHELL. CO. CLERK.) 


The following of an historical character 
regarding the County Council, from Mr 
Mitchell's pen, can well find a place in the 
"Story of Renfrew." 
RETROSPECTIVE. 
Our Fathers, where are they? 
The Canan a Gazette of the 8th of June, 
1861, contained a proclamation of the 
Governor General, in obedience to which 
the reeves of the County of Renfrew met 
in the Village of Renfrew, on Thursday, 
the 20th June, 1861, and formed them- 
selves into the Provisional Council of the 
County of Renfrew, with T. P. French as 
'Varden, and S. G. Lynn as secretary, 
pending the appointment of a permanent 
Clerk. The following is the list of mem- 
bers composing this Provisional Council, 
viz.:- 
1. Brown, William; Township of Staf- 
ferd. 
2. Burwash, Nathaniel; Township of 
McNab. 
3. Carswell, Thomas M.; Township of 
Westmeath. 
4. Devine, Felix; Township of Bagot, 
Blythfield and Brougham. 
5. French, Thomas P.; Township of 
Sebastopol and Griffith. 
6. Gibbons, William; Township of 
Admaston. 
7. Gorman, Michael; Township of 
Pembroke. 
8. Gould, Jason; Township of Ross. 
9. Jamieson, William; Township of 
Horton. 
10. Lett. Thomas; Township of 'Vil- 
berforce. 
11. Lynn, Samuel G.; Township of 
Grattan and Algona. 
12. McConnell, Benj.; Township of 
Rolph, Buchanan, &c. 
13. Mulligan, Michael; Township of 
Bromley. 
14. Munroe, John; Renfrew Village. 


15. Reynolds. John; rown'3hip of 
Brudenell. . 
16. Rowan, John; Township of Alice. 
17. White, Richard; Pembroke Village. 
John Hickey was appointed Clerk and 
Andrew Irving Treasurer. at this 8e
sion. 
All these are òead save one-John 
Rowan, of Alice,-who removed to and 
still lives in the territory now known as 
New Ontario. 
The most important function with 
which this' Provisional Council was charg- 
ed was the erection of county buildings 
at Pembroke, which by Act of Parliament 
had been selected as the County Town. 
Until the necessary lmildings were pro- 
vined to the satisfaction of the Govern- 
ment, the union between Lanark and 
Renfrew could not be dissolved. This 
having been accomplished. a proclama- 
tion appeared in the Canada Gazette of 
the 25th of August, 1866, separating the 
County of Renfrew frol1l the County of 
Lanark, to take effect and the fir!>t meet- 
ing of the Council of the County of Ren- 
frew to be heM on the 10th day of 
October, 1866, at the new county town. 
The first meeting of the first Council of 
the newly erel:.ted County, accordingly 
took place. and the Provisional Council 
of the year became the Council of the 
Corporation of the County of Renfrew; 
John Rankin, Reeve of Ross, being the 
Warden. 
This first Council was composeò of the 
following :- 
1. Bonfield, James, Grattan. 
2. Brown. 'Villiam. Stafforò. 
3. Burton, William, Horton. 
4. Carswell, Thos. M., 'Vestmeath. 
5. Cardiff, George, Admaston. 
6. Devine, FeUx, Renfrew. 
7. Fisher, John, McNab. 
8. Foster, Archibald, Pembroke Town- 
ship. 
9. Gallagher, John, Sebastopol. 
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10. Hamilton, Sam., Alice. 
11. Harvey, John, Arnprior. 
12. Heenan, James, Pembroke Village. 
13. Lane, John, Brou{{ham. 
1-1. Law, Robert, Rolph, etc. 
15. McGregor, James, Petewawa. 
16. McNee, Alex., Bagot and B. 
17. Mulligan, Michael, Bromley. 
18. Rankin, John, Ross. 
]9. Smith, Robert R., \Vilberforce, etc. 
20. Watson, John S. J., Brudenell, etc. 
On looking over this list we ngain find 
the grim mOllster has bt:!en acti ,'e among 
our ranks. For hut five of this last 
mentioned Council now remain alive, 
viz.: Messrs Foster, Harvey, Hnmilton, 
Gallagher and \Vatson-and but one, 
Foster, the veteran, is in active municipnl 
life to-day. It falls to the lot of hut few 
to serve their cou n ty for so many years 
as he has none, and in such stirring' times. 
During the ,years of the struggle for the 
county town and later over the erection 
of the county buildings, Smith. \Vatson 
and Foster weJ'e the doughtiest warriors, 
hut the prizes fell to the sirle of Foster. 
Smith fought well, but lost. \VaLson 
retired full of yenrs, but went into re- 
tirement like Foster, who now retire!o;, 
followed hy a memory of honorable and 
faiLhful service, and to enjoy, it is to be 
hopen, their well-carneci repose. 
A noteworthy incident among the last 
acts of the Provh,ional Council was the 
passing of the following resolution on the 
9Lh of Octoher. l
fl6:- 
Mon
rl hy 1\1r \\Tat
on, seconrled by Mr 
Fisher. ann rt"solved, "Thal lhis Conncil 
recognizes with gratitude and Rclmirn- 
tion, the prompt and loyal maimer in 
which the ,'olunteers of our country 
answered the call of government. to fill 
the ranks to expel the horrle of Iii wlpss 
and marauding Fenian invader!o; from OUI" 
shores. The.v would also express their 
thankfulness for the I:'pirit of loyalty to 
our Queen and constitution so en- 
thusiastically displayerl by all ranks and 
classl'1i of our Canarlian fellow su bjects 
in rlri\'Ìng the ruthless invaciers from our 
soil, and they would expres!o; hereby also 
their (Ieep sympathy with the family of 
Mr Kewburn. the master of the Carleton 
Place Grammar School, on the lament- 
able, though glorious rleath of his only 
son. one of the most promi!o;ing of the 
young men of our country, who fell 
nohly battling for the lanrl of his birth 
and the much valuerl privilE'ge of Briti!o;h 


connection, an example that wi1l not fail 
to fire the emulation of our patriot youth, 
and whose name will be enrolled hence- 
forth amon
 the heroes and patriots of 
our land in the pages of Canadian 
History." 
I enjoyed a personal intimacy with 
most of the members of Council during 
the stormy years preceding and im- 
mediately following the separation from 
Lanark, anrl my recollection of them is 
that while there were a few among them 
of more than ordinary strength of will 
and purpose, as is generally the case in 
so large a body of men, yet all seemed 
actuated and governed by a patriotic 
desire to accomplish that which was in 
their view best adapted for the general 
good, and they constituted as a whole, a 
council well fitted to grapple with the 
weighty problems incident to the es- 
tablishing of the new organization on 
solid foundations, and though fierce at 
times raged the conflict around the Coun- 
cil board, no personal animosities remain- 
ed, ann finally all settled down to "ork 
harmoniously for the common weal. 
INTROSPECTIVE. 
My own official connection with the 
County Council began January, 1869. On 
entering upon my duties I found that the 
minute book of my predecessor contained 
no record of anything except the oràinary 
routine motions. The actual work of 
legiplation ('ould not be traced therein. 
I at once inaugurated such a system of 
recording the business of the Council as 
that, from that time onward the minute 
book with the by-law book, into which 
every by-law is copied in full, contains 
the complete history of every transaction. 
Although this \Vas a great arlvance upon 
the methods previously in vogue, experi- 
ence has taught me much and improve- 
ments have from time to time been intro- 
rluced (including the printing of the 
minutes in pamphlet form and their ex 
tensive distribution through the leugth 
anrl breadth of the County) so that with 
the books of record hefore us or the print- 
ed copies thereof in han:i. we can trace 
the progress anrl rlevelopment of our 
county along all lines which arE' embrac- 
ed within the jurisdiction of or are 
brought under the purview of the County 
Council with the utmost certainty and 
ease. On this line I have recently com- 
pleted the indexing of the printed copies 
of the minutes which emhrace two houn(1 
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\'olumes of 14 years each, with six years 
of current minutes yet in loose pamphlets. 
In addition to the indexing of each 
separate volume I have also prepared one 
general index of all the transactions of 
the thirty-four years from lR69. Accom- 
panying each entry therein is noted the 
volume of printed minutes and its page 
wherein the detai1s of the item will be 
found. 'fhis index I have made the 
repository of much historical matter not 
strictly relating to the minutes but hav- 
ing as:oociation with the pa!'òt of our Coun- 
ty, making the hook in its condensed 
form a mine from which the future 
historian of the County of Renfrew may 
secure some valuable nuggets. Its cur- 
rent value for purposes of ready reference 
to the past has already been fully proven. 
It has been a heavy undertaking, requir- 
ing, to make it accurate and reliable, 
great care and research. It has been 
however a Iabor of love, and I take pride 
in its completion to rlate (with space for 
the husiness of the future) and point to 
it as entirely unique and original. 
Let us look then at a few matters of 
record which tell us somewhat of our 
County's development. 
Firstly, as to material wealth. In 1869 
the equalizerl valuation of the assessment 
rolls for County purposes showed a total 
of ,1,668,486. In 1902 it was $5,801.238 
which shows an increase of $4,1:32,752, or 
the astounding advance of 3-18 per cent., 
and this notwithstanding that in 1888 all 
live stock, anrl in 1899 all other personal 
property of the agriculturist and the 
produce of his farm have been exempt 
from assessment. 
Secondly, as to taxation for County pur- 
poses. On the $1,668,486. total valuation 
in 1869, the county rate was ten mills on 
the dolll\r, or a gross levy of $16,661. On 
the $5,801,238, total valuation in 1902 the 
county rate was hut three mills on the 
rlol1ar, or a gross levy of $17,399. A re- 
duction of taxation of seven mills on the 
dollar with the additional advantage to 
the agriculturist of all his personal pro- 
pert.y exempt from taxation. 
In the year 1869 a man assessed at $500 
paid a County rate of $5.00, while in 1902 
he pays hut $1.50. 
In 1869 the proportion of taxation for 
County purposes borne by urban mUlllCl- 
palities was 22 per cent. and in 1902, 30 
per cent. 
In t.he same years the proportion horne 


by suburban municipalities was respec- 
tively 78 per cent. and 70 per cent. 
Towns and villages have therefore 
borne an increased taxation of 8 per cent. 
while the Townships have their burthen 
lessened in like proportion. 
Thirdly, as to the cost of the County 
Couneil under the new regime of County 
Council Divisions, as compared with the 
old when e\'ery Reeve anrl Deputy Reeve 
wa"! a COUlàty Councillor. The new s,}'s- 
tem has been in operation for six years. 
I therefOl'e, for the sake of comparison, 
take the last six years under the old, 
when we had a Council of :-J3 members 
while now only 14. 
Working 
Year Days Cost 
1891 11 $l.mn.30 
189! 11 l,aÜ"..WO 
189;{ 11 l,a:m.aO 
IH9.! 11 1.:

5.70 
18!1ã to 1,:314.40 
umü 1
 1,517,80 


66 days. 


$1'3,242.10 


Working 
Year Days Cost 
1897 14 $788.10 
1898 10 579.00 
1
g<J 10 621i.90 
1900 9 58!.50 
1901 11 602.10 
1902 11 5ßü.40 


65 3,7-l5.00 
To which 
must be add- 
ed the cost 
ofthe3coun- 
ty council 
elections pre- 
viousl v borne 
by thë local 
municipal- 
ities. 1897 8, 
$:n9; 1899-00, 
$:t
5; 1901-2. 
$249. $95;3.00 
$1,698.00 


Average per annum under the old 
regitne ,.'..', . , ,. .,..... ..,.. 
Average per annum under the new 


$1.374 
782 


Saving per annum under the new $592 
01.4:3 per cent. 
Fourthly. as to the amount of work 
clone and the time taken to do it. 
Vol. I of the printerl minutes covers the 
periorl 1869-82 or 14 years, and contains 
1,084 pages, averaging per annum 77 3/7 
pages. Vol. II, 1&13-96 or 14 years. 1,226 
pages, averaging per annum f57 4/9 pages. 
Current Vol. say 1897-1901 (1902 left out 
because not completed) 5 years, 488 pages, 
averaging per annum 973/5 pages. 
Thus we /oiee that the printed record of 
the business transacted exhibits 10 pages 
of work more unrler the new system (14 
members) than wa.. done under the old 
from 1883-96 (average 25 members) and 
twenty pages more than 1869-82 (say 20 
members): while under the new system 
it was done also in shorter time by sever- 
al days. 
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POPULATION CENSUS. 
The Dominion Census exhibits the 
population of this County in 1871 as 27,974, 
and in 1901 as 52.596, an increase in the 20 
years of 2-1,622 or 88 per cent., and this 
notwithstanding the fact that t.he migra.- 
tion from this County westward on th
 
line of the Canadian Pacific Railway and 
to the territory now known as New On- 
tario, has been very large. 


I trust this retrospect and statement of 
present conditions compared with the 
past may have proved of sufficient inter- 
est to you not to be wearisome, and being 
culled from the recorded facts,-where 
figures are quoted all have been verified 
at one time or another,-but placed in this 
concrete form I trust they may tend to 
remove some misapprehensions as to the 
degree of development this county has 
undergone through the years. 
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